MINUTES  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 

Utebital  jSonctg  of  fjje  State  of  ^nmsiilhnia, 

AT  ITS  TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  SESSION, 

HELD  AT 

ERIE,  JUNE,  1869. 


The  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  met  in  the 
Court-House  at  Erie,  June  9,  1869,  at  4  o’clock  P.  M. 

Dr.  John  Curwen,  of  Dauphin  County,  President,  in  the  chair, 
supported  by  Yice-Presidents  Drs.  W.  M.  Wallace,  of  Erie,  and 
P.  B.  Breinig,  of  Northampton. 

The  Treasurer,  Dr.  W.  Mayburry;  the  Permanent  Secretary,  Dr. 
W.  B.  Atkinson  ;  and  the  Recording  Secretary,  Dr.  J.  L.  Stewart, 
were  also  present. 

Rev.  G.  F.  Cain,  D.D.,  of  Erie,  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

Dr.  George  C.  Bennett,  of  Erie,  welcomed  the  delegates  as  fol¬ 
lows: — ' 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania:  As  Chairman  of  your  Committee  of 
Arrangements,  I  greet  you  and  extend  to  you  a  cordial  welcome  in 
behalf  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Societjq  and  our  citizens  at  large. 

That  spirit  of  energy  and  emulation  which  can  bring  such  large 
delegations  so  great  a  distance  and  from  a  business  so  difficult  to 
leave  for  a  single  day,  must  impress  the  communities  in  which  you 
reside  with  an  assurance  that  they  have  with  them  men  devoted  to 
their  art,  and  who  practise  it  with  a  love  and  intelligence  equal  to 
that  devotion. 

It  is  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  centuiy  since  this  Society  first  met 
in  convention.  Many  of  the  members  of  that  meeting  have  passed 
away  from  earth,  after  the  successful  aud  unwearied  completion  of 
their  laborious  mission.  Only  two  of  the  original  members  are  with 
you  to-day.  Many  of  them  were  eminent  men,  all  of  them  men  of 
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energy;  but  how  soon  would  we  forget  them  were  not  their  choicest 
thoughts,  the  fruits  of  their  active  lives  of  observation,  treasured 
in  the  Transactions  of  this  Society. 

By  their  labors  the  profession  in  the  State  has  been  harmonized 
and  its  tone  elevated,  and  by  their  efforts  your  Society  became  a 
strong  power,  aided  by  other  State  societies,  in  the  organization  of 
the  great  American  Medical  Association,  which  makes  you  national 
and  catholic  in  spirit  and  in  fact.  By  your  labors  a  desire  is  stimu¬ 
lated  for  a  higher  standard  of  medical  education.  And,  above  all, 
by  the  adoption  of  the  code  of  ethics,  a  line  as  of  fire  is  drawn  be¬ 
tween  the  regular  scientific  physician  and  the  charlatan  and  empiric. 

Much  remains  to  be  done  in  order  that  medicine  may  continue 
her  unwearied  efforts  for  the  good  of  our  race,  and  widen  still  more 
her  range  of  scientific  resources,  that  she.  may  fulfil  her  sublime 
mission  in  all  its  unspeakable  grandeur.  Your  power  for  good  can 
hardly  be  estimated  ;  but  trusting  that  you  will  all  heartily  indorse 
the  sentiment  of  the  Roman  actor,  uHomo  sum ,  nihil  humani  a  me 
alienum  puto ,”  while  you  continue  on  the  stage  of  life,  and  with 
the  highest  confidence  in  your  capacity  for  usefulness,  I  bid  you 
God-speed  in  your  work,  and  say  to  you  again,  distinguished  guests, 
welcome  to  our  city  and  our  homes. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Stewart,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements 
of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  extended  the  civilities  of  the 
citizens  of  Erie  County  to  the  medical  visitors  in  the  following 
remarks : — 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania:  As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ar¬ 
rangements  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  it  is  mj^  pleasant 
duty  to  announce  the  programme  and  business  of  entertainment. 
Before  doing  so,  let  me  express  the  regret  of  the  Society,  as  well  as 
of  our  citizens,  that  our  hotel  accommodations  have  proved  insuffi¬ 
cient  for  this  occasion.  But,  though  we  are  short  in  hotel  accom¬ 
modation,  we  have  made  abundant  provision  in  our  private  families. 

All  delegates  present,  unprovided  for,  if  they  will  make  their 
wishes  known  at  the  close  of  the  session,  the  Committee  of  Arrange¬ 
ments  will  take  pleasure  in  assigning  them  to  pleasant  quarters. 
The  latch-strings  of  our  citizens  not  only  hang  out,  but  our  doors 
are  wide  open  to  all. 

The  Committee  have  arranged  for  the  Society  to  meet  at  9  o’clock 
A.M.,  adjourn  at  12^  oclock  P.  M. ;  meet  again  at  2^  o’clock  P.M., 
and  adjourn  at  6^  o’clock  P.M. 

Dr.  Stewart  also  announced  the  following  entertainments  and 
receptions : — 

Wednesday  evening,  reception  by  Capt.  Jouett,  TI.S.N.,  on  board 
the  U.  S.  S.  Michigan,  at  7^  o’clock. 

Thursday  evening,  banquet  at  the  Beecl  House  at  8  o’clock. 

Friday,  at  11  o’clock  A.M.,  excursion  on  Lake  Erie  in  steam  and 
pleasure  yachts  and  sail  boats,  and  collation  at  Crystal  Point  at 
4  o’clock  P.M. 
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The  Secretary,  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  of  Philadelphia,  read  a 
certificate  from  the  Buffalo  and  Lake  Erie  Medical  Society,  setting 
forth  that  B.  H.  Daggett,  M.D.,  of  Buffalo,  and  J.  E.  Stubbs,  M.D., 
of  Corry,  had  been  regularly  elected  to  represent  that  society  at 
this  meeting,  and  moved  that,  inasmuch  as  none  but  County  Medical 
Societies  in  Pennsylvania  were  entitled  to  be  represented  by  dele¬ 
gates,  they  be  admitted  to  seats,  and  be  invited  to  participate  in  the 
proceedings,  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Wm.  Mayburry,  of  Philadelphia,  all  the  ex- 
Presidents  of  the  Society  were  invited  to  seats  near  the  President. 

Ex-Presidents  Traill  Green,  of  Northampton  County ;  Hiram 
Corson,  of  Montgomery  County;  J.  M.  Gemmill,  of  Blair  County; 
George  F.  Horton,  of  Bradford  County;  W.  Anderson,  of  Indiana 
County;  and  James  King,  of  Alleghany  County,  then  took  seats 
on  the  platform. 

On  motion,  Drs.  C.  D.  Ashley,  of  Crawford  County,  and  C.  B. 
Earley,  of  Elk  County,  were  invited  to  seats  with  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  King,  of  Alleghany,  all  the  members  of  the 
Erie  County  Medical  Society  present,  in  addition  to  those  who 
are  delegates,  were  invited  to  seats  in  the  Society. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements,  acting  as  a  Committee  on  Cre¬ 
dentials,  reported  the  following  as  duly  accredited  delegates,  viz: — 


Alleghany  County. 


NAME. 

POST-OFFICE. 

Wm.  J.  Asdale, 

Pittsburg. 

Jos.  L.  Duncan, 

it 

T.  J.  Gallaher, 

a 

W.  J.  Gilmore, 

a 

James  King, 

a 

Nesbit  McDonald, 

u 

Thos.  Mabon, 

Alleghany  City, 

0.  L.  Miller, 

u 

W.  N.  Miller, 

a 

K.  B.  Mowry, 

a 

John  Perchment,  Jr., 

Pittsburg. 

A.  M.  Pollock, 

a 

W.  C.  Reiter, 

it 

Wm.  Sarver, 

Noblestown. 

John  Semple, 

Wilkinsburg. 

Thos.  A.  Shaw, 

Pittsburg. 

J.  H.  Snodgrass, 

u 

E.  A.  Wood, 

it 
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Beaver  County. 


J.  M.  Cummins, 

Industry. 

0.  S.  Cunningham, 

Rochester. 

Wm.  C.  Shurlock, 

Darlington. 

David  Stanton, 

New  Brighton. 

Berks  County. 

J.  B.  Stearly, 

Reading. 

Blair  County. 

Rowan  Clarke, 

Bell’s  Mills. 

Wm.  R.  Findley, 

Altoona. 

Wm.  C.  Roller, 

Hollidaysburg. 

Bradford  County. 

E.  P.  Allen, 

Athens. 

George  F.  Horton, 

,  Terry  town. 

Edward  Mills, 

Bradford  ? 

H.  M.  Moody, 

? 

Bucks  County. 

0.  P.  James, 

Doylestown. 

G.  R.  McCoy, 

u 

Butler  County. 

G.  W.  Coulter, 

Slippery  Rock. 

J.  B.  Livingston, 

Butler. 

Clarion  County. 

James  Ross, 

Clarion. 

Columbia  and  Montour  County. 

Wm.  H.  Bradley, 

Bloomsburg,  Columbia 

Crawford  County. 

John  C.  Cotton, 

Meadville. 

Geo.  0.  Moody, 

Titusville. 

T.  Fletcher  Oakes,  “ 

John  T.  Ray, 

Meadville. 

Cumberland  County. 

J.  C.  Claudy, 

Newville. 

Wm.  W.  Dale, 

Carlisle. 

George  Grow, 

Big  Spring. 

Robert  C.  Hays, 

Shippensburg. 

John  J.  Zitzer, 

Carlisle. 
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Dauphin  County. 

H.  B.  Buehler, 

H.  R.  Caslow, 

W.  R.  DeWitt, 

Wm.  H.  Egle, 

D.  C.  Keller, 

We  W.  Rutherford, 


Harrisburg. 


Union  Depot. 
Harrisburg. 


R.  H.  Seiler, 

U 

Delaware  County. 

Isaac  N.  Kerlin, 

Media. 

Erie  County. 

P.  C,  Barrett, 

Erie. 

C.  Brandes, 

u 

E.  H.  Cates, 

u 

B.  E.  Phelps, 

Corry. 

H.  A.  Spencer, 

Erie. 

Abm.  Thayer, 

it 

Fayette  County. 

W m.  S.  Duncan, 

Brownsville. 

J.  S.  Yanvoorhis, 

Bellevernon. 

Indiana  County. 

J.  W.  Hughes, 

Blairsville. 

E.  M.  McConaughy, 


Lancaster  County. 


Henry  Carpenter, 
Alex.  Craig, 

S.  T.  Davis, 

J.  Augustus  Ehler, 


Lancaster, 

Columbia. 

Millersville. 

Lancaster. 


Fred.  Corss, 


Luzerne  County. 

Kingston. 


J.  S.  Crawford, 
Thos.  H.  Helsby, 
W.  M.  Howell, 
W.  R.  Hull, 
Samuel  Pollock, 


Lycoming  County. 

Williamsport. 

tt 

a 

n 

it 
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Montgomery  County. 

J.  Gordon  Maxwell,  ? 

John  Sciirack,  Shannonville. 


Northampton  County. 

P.  B.  Breinig,  Hellertown. 

Traill  Green,  Easton. 


Philadelphia  County. 

H.  St.  Clair  Asii,  -Philadelphia. 

Wm.  IT.  Bunn,  “ 

JAS.  CuMMISKEY,  “ 

Richard  J.  Dunglison,  “ 

Samuel  D.  Gross,  “ 

Nathan  Hatfield,  “ 

Wm.  L.  Knight,  u 

Benjamin  Lee,  “ 

Sidney  R.  Morris,  “ 


A.  Nebinger,  “ 

Wm.  II.  Pancoast,  •  “ 

Wm,  C.  Phelps,  “ 

J.  Henry  Smaltz,  “ 

John  G.  Stetler,  “ 

Laurence  Turnbull,  “ 

Wm.  Lehman  Wells,  “ 

J.  Ralston  Wells,  Heston  ville. 


Schuylkill  County. 

Geo.  W.  Brown,  Port  Carbon. 

John  T,  Carpenter,  Potts  ville. 

Susquehanna  County. 

Samuel  Birdsall,  Susquehanna  Depot. 

Tioga  County. 

Wm.  T.  Humphrey,  Osceola. 

W.  W.  Webb,  Wellsboro. 


Venango  County. 


J.  R.  Arter, 

Robert  Crawford, 

T.  W.  Egbert, 

D.  C.  Galbraith, 

S.  Gustine  Snowden, 


Oil  City. 
Cooperstown. 
Oil  City. 
Waterloo. 
Franklin. 
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Washington  County. 


David  M.  Anderson, 

Finleyville. 

Jos.  H.  Little, 

West  Alexander. 

Thos.  McLennan, 

Washington. 

John  R.  Wilson, 

u 

Westmoreland  County. 

J.  McConaughy, 

Mount  Pleasant. 

Ex-Officio. 

Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  Perm.  Sec., 

Philadelphia. 

John  Curwen,  President , 

Dauphin. 

Wm.  Mayburry,  Treasurer , 

Philadelphia. 

J.  S.  Stewart,  Record.  Sec., 

Erie. 

W.  M.  Wallace,  Vice-President , 

u 

Permanent  Members. 

Wm.  Anderson, 

Indiana. 

Geo.  C.  Bennett, 

Erie. 

R.  W.  Christy, 

Blair. 

Hiram  Corson, 

Montgomery. 

Robert  Craavford, 

Venango. 

J.  M.  Gemmill, 

Blair. 

J.  R.  Griffin, 

Erie. 

E.  Hellyer, 

Philadelphia. 

D.  D.  Loop, 

Erie. 

Joseph  Parrish, 

Delaware. 

G.  W.  Smith, 

Blair. 

D.  H.  Strickland, 

Erie. 

The  Permanent  Secretary  called  the  roll  of  members. 

The  President,  Dr.  John  Curwen,  delivered  the  annual  address, 
Vice-President  Dr.  W.  M.  Wallace  presiding. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stetler,  of  Philadelphia,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  unanimously  tendered  to  Dr.  Curwen  for  his  able, 
interesting,  and  instructive  address,  and  a  copy  was  requested  for 
publication. 

An  invitation  was  presented  from  Capt.  Jouett,  commanding  the 
U.  S.  steamer  Michigan,  for  the  Society  to  visit  his  vessel. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Parrish,  of  Delaware,  the  invitation  of  Com¬ 
mander  Jouett,  of  the  steamship  Michigan,  was  accepted. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Stewart,  it  was  announced  that 
members  of  the  Society  would  meet  in  the  Court-House  at  7^ 
o’clock,  and  from  thence  proceed  to  the  harbor  in  a  body. 

The  Secretary,  Dr.  Atkinson,  read  invitations  from  the  Young 
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Men’s  Christian  Association  and  the  officers  of  the  City  Library 
Reading  Room,  extending  the  use  of  those  rooms  to  the  delegates 
during  their  stay  in  the  city. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stanton,  of  Beaver,  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
were  tendered  to  these  associations  for  their  kind  invitations. 

The  Secretary  read  a  communication  from  an  officer  of  the 
Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society,  notifying  the  Society  of  the 
expulsion  of  Dr.  A.  H.  Halberstadt,  and  requesting  that  his  name 
be  stricken  off  the  list  of  permanent  members  of  the  State  Society. 

After  an  earnest  discussion  by  Drs.  Gross,  Nebinger,  and  others, 
as  to  the  formality  of  the  communication,  the  delegates  from  the 
Schuylkill  County  Society  were  asked  for  information  as  to  the 
charges  that  justified  such  action.  This  being  refused  by  the  dele¬ 
gates,  the  President,  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  directed 
that  the  name  mentioned  in  the  communication  be  stricken  from 
the  roll. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Atkinson  presented  the  report  of  the  representative  of 
the  Society  to  the  New  Jersey  State  Medical  Society,  as  follows: — 

Chester  County  Almshouse,  June  3, 1869. 

To  the  President  and  Gentlemen  now  assembled  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State 

of  Pennsylvania  : 

Having  had  the  honor  of  being  one  of  the  delegates  appointed  at 
our  last  meeting  to  represent  our  State  in  the  annual  convention  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  being  the  only 
one  of  your  committee  present  at  said  convention,  I  have  deemed  it 
proper  for  me  to  submit  the  following  report  (circumstances,  which 
I  regret,  having  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  attend  the  con¬ 
vention  this  year). 

The  convention  met  in  the  City  Hall,  Jersey  City,  at  7  o’clock 
P.  M.,  the  25th  of  May,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President, 
Dr.  Thomas  Corson,  of  Trenton.  Certificates  of  delegates  were  then 
presented,  and  the  hour  of  12  o’clock,  the  26th,  was  fixed  to  receive 
delegates  from  other  States,  when  we  were  severally  called  upon  and 
introduced  to  the  President  and  members  present  of  that  time- 
honored  organization  (it  being  their  one  hundred  and  third  annual 
meeting).  After  a  most  cordial  reception,  they  desired  me  to  assure 
you  of  their  kind  regards  for  the  worthy  members  of  our  profession, 
and  desire  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  we  have  in  view,  and  most 
earnestly  request  that  these  friendly  relations  may  be  continued. 
Several  papers  of  interest  were  read,  and  reports  from  committees 
received.  One  was  from  a  committee  appointed  to  investigate 
charges  brought  against  two  eminent  professors  and  surgeons  of 
our  State,  and  report  to  this  convention.  The  report  confirmed 
the  charges,  and  the  delegates  appointed  to  attend  at  Erie  were 
instructed  to  bring  said  charges  before  that  body.  I  confess  that 
I,  being  the  only  delegate  from  our  State,  hearing  charges  of  such 
gross  violation  of  our  constitution  brought  against  men  of  hitherto 
high  standing,  made  me  feel  that  the  honor  of  my  State  was  tar- 
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nished.  It  seemed  to  me  at  the  time  that  the  county  society  to 
which  those  professors  belonged  would  be  the  proper  place  to  have 
them  arraigned.  This  will  be  for  you  to  decide.  The  President’s 
address  was  an  able  and  interesting  document.  After  transacting 
the  usual  amount  of  business  of  such  conventions,  the  Society 
adjourned. 

Respectfully  submitted,  W.  W.  TOWNSEND. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  minutes. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bennett,  Thomas  D.  Strong,  M.D.,  a  repre¬ 
sentative  from  the  Lake  Erie  Medical  Association,  comprising  mem¬ 
bers  of  three  or  four  county  societies,  yms  invited  to  a  seat. 

The  Secretary  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  to  procure  the 
enactment  of  a  law  relating  to  the  admission  of  patients  into  in¬ 
sane  hospitals,  which,  on  motion,  was  received,  the  Committee  dis¬ 
charged  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  entered  upon  the  minutes. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  King,  of  Alleghany,  the  Society  adjourned,  to 
meet  on  Thursday,  at  9  o’clock  P.  M. 


Thursday,  June  10. 

The  Society  met  at  9  A.M.,  the  President  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  Wednesday’s  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  S.  D.  Gross,  of  Philadelphia,  read  his  report  on  training  of 
mrrses,  as  presented  befoi'e  the  American  Medical  Association  at  its 
recent  session  at  Hew  Orleans,  and  by  them  referred  to  the  several 
State  Medical  Societies. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Carpenter,  of  Lancaster,  the  report  was 
accepted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stewart,  of  Erie,  Dr.  R.  C.  Bartholomew,  of 
Warren  County,  was  invited  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Society. 

The  Permanent  Secretary  presented  the  following  from  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Medical  Association.  He  stated  that  at  the  recent  session  of 
that  body  at  Hew  Orleans  a  number  of  propositions  relative  to 
medical  education  were  presented  and  referred  to  a  special  com¬ 
mittee  consisting  of  Drs.  H.  S.  Davis,  Paul  E.  Eve,  E.  S.  Gaillard, 
E.  Lee  Jones,  and  J.  K.  Bartlett,  who  prepared  and  presented  the 
following  Report : — 

After  a  fair  examination  of  the  various  propositions  concerning 
medical  education,  medical  legislation,  and  ethical  regulations  for 
medical  colleges  referred  to  your  Committee,  we  respectfully  submit 
the  following  report : — 

Whereas ,  The  history  of  medical  legislation  in  the  various  States 
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of  this  Union  clearly  shows  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  either 
the  uniformity  or  the  permanency  of  any  laws  relating  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine;  and 

Whereas,  The  results  of  all  the  efforts  made  during  the  last 
twenty-five  years  to  elevate  the  standard  of  medical  education 
through  concert  of  action  among  the  numerous  medical  colleges  of 
this  country  have  proved  with  equal  clearness  that  such  concert  of 
action  in  an  efficient  manner  is  unattainable ;  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  whatever  is  done  to  establish  and  maintain  a 
just  and  fair  standard  of  medical  education  throughout  our  whole 
country  must  be  done  by  the  profession  itself,  through  its  own 
voluntary  organizations,  in  the  same  manner  that  it  now  establishes 
and  enforces  its  code  of  ethics.  The  profession  is  competent  to 
declare,  through  its  representatives  in  the  national,  State,  and  local 
societies,  what  shall  be  the  standard  of  attainments  for  those  to  be 
recognized  and  admitted  into  its  ranks,  and  to  establish  the  boards 
or  agencies  by  which  compliance  with  such  standard  shall  be  ascer¬ 
tained,  as  it  is  to  declare  what  shall  be  the  ethical  rules  governing 
the  conduct  of  those  already  admitted. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Association  earnestly  requests  each  State 
medical  society  to  appoint  annually  one  or  more  boards  of  exa¬ 
miners,  composed  of  five  thoroughly  qualified  members,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  meet  at  suitable  times  and  places  for  the  examination 
of  all  persons,  whether  graduates  or  not,  who  propose  to  enter  upon 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  their  respective  States,  except  such  as 
have  been  previously  examined  and  licensed  by  a  similar  board  in 
some  other  State. 

Resolved ,  That  each  State  medical  society  be  requested  to  make 
such  regulations  concerning  the  pay  of  the  boards  of  examiners, 
and  the  fee  to  be  charged  for  a  license  to  practise,  that  the  former 
shall  in  no  case  depend  on  the  amount  received  for  the  latter. 

Resolved ,  That  each  State  medical  society  be  requested  to  require 
its  examining  board  or  boards  to  exact  of  every  applicant  for  exa¬ 
mination  adequate  proof  that  he  has  a  proper  general  education,  is 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  has  pursued  the  study  of  medicine 
three  full  years,  one-half  of  which  time  shall  have  been  in  some 
regularly  organized  medical  college  whose  curriculum  embraces 
adequate  facilities  for  didactic,  demonstrative,  and  hospital  clinical 
instruction. 

Resolved,  That  each  State  medical  society  be  requested  to  act  on 
the  Aforegoing  propositions  at  the  next  regular  annual  meeting  after 
the  reception  of  copies  of  the  same ;  and  if  approved  and  adopted 
by  the  State  medical  societies  of  two-thirds  of  the  States,  this 
Association  shall  deny  representation  from  all  organizations  who 
longer  refuse  to  comply  with  the  same,  and  shall  recommend  the 
State  societies  to  do  the  same.  And  all  persons  who  after  that  date 
seek  to  enter  upon  the  practice  of  medicine  without  first  receiving 
a  license  from  some  State  board  of  examiners,  shall  be  treated 
ethically  as  irregular  practitioners. 

Resolved,  That  in  adopting  the  foregoing  resolutions,  by  which 
it  is  proposed  to  treat  the  medical  college  diploma  the  same  as  the 
diploma  of  any  literary  college,  this  Association  is  actuated  by  no 
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desire  to  injure  the  medical  schools  of  our  country.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  by  the  adoption  of  the  fourth  resolution,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  value  of  the  mere  college  diploma  is  practically  nullified, 
it  is  the  desire  and  confident  expectation  that  those  institutions  will 
be  greatly  benefited,  because  they  will  be  forced  to  rival  each  other 
in  the  extent  and  efficiency  of  their  courses  of  instruction,  instead 
of  the  number  of  diplomas  which  they  can  annually  distribute. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

N.  S.  DAVIS, 

PAUL  F.  EVE, 

E.  S.  GAILLARD, 

E.  LEE  JONES, 

J.  K.  BARTLETT, 

Committee. 

Dr.  Egle,  of  Dauphin,  moved  that  the  report  be  received,  and 
the  matter  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  said  committee  to  be 
instructed  to  report  at  this  meeting  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Wm.  Mayburry,  of  Philadelphia,  thought  it  impossible  for 
a  committee  to  give  the  matter  proper  consideration  and  make  a 
report  at  this  session  of  the  Society.  He  moved  to  amend  that 
the  committee  be  instructed  to  report  at  the  session,  in  1870. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  motion  as  amended 
carried. 

The  following  were  appointed  the  Committee:  Drs.  W.  H.  Egle, 
of  Dauphin;  S.  D.  Gross,  of  Philadelphia;  J.  S.  Crawford,  of 
Lycoming  ;  James  King,  of  Alleghany;  and  J.  L.  Stewart,  of  Erie. 

Dr.  W.  Mayburry,  of  Philadelphia,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee 
on  Charter,  presented  a  report. 

The  report  was  accepted,  when,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Mayburry,  the 
consideration  thereof  was  made  the  special  order  for  2|  o’clock  P.  M. 

Dr.  Wm.  Mayburry  also  submitted  his  report  as  Treasurer  of  the 
Society,  which  was  referred  to  the  following  Auditing  Committee  : 
Drs.  McKennan,  of  Washington,  Caslow,  of  Dauphin,  and  Stetler, 
of  Philadelphia.  It  is  as  follows  : — 
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TFm.  Mayburry ,  Treasurer ,  in  account  with  the  Medical  Society  of 

the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

1868. 

DR. 

.Tune  10. 

To  balance  of  former  account  ...... 

$232  56 

Sept.  2. 

To  cash  from  Susquehanna  Co.  Med.  Society,  in  full  for  1868 

12 

80 

“  5. 

ll 

ll 

Washington  Co.  Med.  Society,  “  “ 

24 

00 

“  7. 

It 

tt 

Cambria  Co.  Med.  Society,  “  “ 

5 

60 

“  10. 

ll 

tt 

Indiana  Co.  Med.  Society,  “  “ 

12 

00 

— 1 

to 

a 

ll 

Alleghany  Co.  Med.-  Society,  “  “ 

80 

00 

u  u 

it 

ll 

Bradford  Co.  Med.  Society,  “ 

18  40 

“  18. 

it 

It 

Columbia  and  Montour  Counties  Med.  Society, 

in  full  for  1868  ...... 

19 

20 

a  a 

it 

a 

Venango  County  Med.  Society,  in  full  for  1868 

8 

80 

Oct.  6. 

u 

it 

Northampton  Co.  Med.  Society,  “  “ 

12 

00 

a  tc 

it 

it 

Dr.  Traill  Green,  for  six  copies  of  Transactions, 

1868  . 

4 

80 

a  it 

a 

a 

Dr.  J.  M.  Currier,  for  sundry  copies  of  Trans- 

actions  ........ 

2 

50 

it  a 

a 

a 

Dr.  T.  L.  Brown,  for  one  copy  of  Transactions, 

1868  . 

80 

it  u 

u 

it 

Dr.  C.  Carter,  for  one  copy  of  Transactions,  1868 

so 

tt  22. 

it 

tt 

Erie  County  Medical  Society,  in  full  for  1868 

19 

20 

“  15. 

it 

it 

Crawford  Co.  Med.  Society,  “  “ 

18 

40 

“  20. 

a 

tt 

Philadelphia  Co.  Med.  Society,  “  “ 

152 

00 

u  22. 

tt 

tt 

Westmoreland  Co.  Medical  Society,  on  account 

10 

00 

“  24. 

it 

tt 

Dr.  W.  S.  Forward,  Darlington,  Md.,  one  copy 

1868  . 

80 

Nov.  21. 

tt 

tt 

Dauphin  County  Med.  Society,  in  full  for  1868 

28 

00 

u  28. 

tt 

tt 

Bucks  County  Med.  Society,  “  “ 

11 

20 

Dec.  5. 

it 

tt 

Beaver  County  Med.  Society,  “  “ 

16 

00 

1869. 

Jan.  7. 

tt 

tt 

Cumberland  Co.  Med.  Society,  “  “ 

36 

00 

“  14. 

it 

tt 

Clarion  County  Med.  Society,  “  “ 

8 

00 

ll  It 

tt 

it 

College  of  Physicians,  Phila.,  sundry  numbers 

5 

00 

“  15. 

tt 

a 

Luzerne  County  Med.  Society,  in  full  for  1868 

24  00 

“  26. 

tt 

it 

Montgomery  Co.  Med.  Society,  “  “ 

20 

00 

April  23. 

tt 

tt 

Berks  County  Med.  Society,  “  “ 

36 

00 

May  1. 

tt 

tt 

Delaware  County  Med.  Society,  “  “ 

9 

60 

“  13. 

tt 

tt 

Blair  County  Med.  Society,  “  “ 

12 

80 

ll  It 

tt 

tt 

Westmoreland  Co.  Med.  Soc.,  balance  “ 

6 

00 

u  25. 

tt 

it 

Schuylkill  Co.  Medical  Society,  in  full  for  1868 

16 

00 

June  8. 

tt 

it 

Lancaster  County  Med.  Society,  “  “ 

24 

00 

“  9. 

tt 

it 

Lycoming  County  Med.  Society,  “  “ 

10 

40 

tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

Butler  County  Med.  Society,  “  “ 

16 

80 

$914  46 


1868. 

CR. 

Oct.  25. 

By  cash  paid  T.  K.  Collins,  on  account  for  printing  1000  copies 

of  the  Transactions  for  1868  ($400-{-discount 
$21  05=$421  05) . 

$400 

00 

“  31. 

tt  ll 

T.  K.  Collins,  on  account  ($200-j-disc’t  $10  52 
=$210  52)  ....... 

200 

00 

1869. 

Jan.  28. 

tt  tt 

T.  K.  Collins,  in  full . 

150 

98 

<(  tt 

It  It 

“  circulars  ..... 

2 

25 

June  9 

It  tt 

Treasurer’s  bill  for  stamps  and  postage  . 

3 

29 

By  balance  due  the  Society  ....... 

157 

94 

$914  46 
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The  societies  in  the  following  counties,  in  addition  to  some  of  those  reported 
in  previous  years,  are  in  arrears  :  — 

Carbon,  for  1867,  $15  40  ;  for  1868,  $3  80  . $24  20 

Clearfield,  balance  for  1867,  $12  ;  for  1868,  $8  .  .  .  .  .  20'  00 

Chester,  for  1868  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17  60 

Lehigh,  for  1868  ..........  16  00 

Perry,  balance  for  1868  .........  9  40 

Mercer,  for  1867,  $7 ;  for  1868,  $4  .  .  .  .  .  .  11  00 


Erie,  June  9,  1869. 

The  auditors  appointed  to  examine  the  account  of  Vm.  May¬ 
berry,  Treasurer,  would  report  that  they  have  audited  the  same 
and  find  it  correct,  and  that  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Trea¬ 
surer  is  $151  94. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  McKENNAN,  Chairman. 

JOHN  G.  STETLER. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  S.  R.  Morris,  of  Philadelphia,  the  thanks  of 
the  Society  were  tendered  to  Dr.  Wm.  Mayburry,  Treasurer,  for 
the  faithful  and  efficient  discharge  of  his  duties. 

Dr.  Jos.  Parrish  read  his  report  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Intemperance  as  a  Disease. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Mayburry,  of  Philadelphia,  the  report  was 
received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Drugs,  Dr.  J. 
Cummiskey,  of  Philadelphia,  Chairman,  was  read  by  the  Perma¬ 
nent  Secretary. 

The  Secretary  also  read  a  communication  from  a  meeting  of 
druggists  held  last  winter. 

O  o 

After  some  discussion,  Dr.  W.  W.  Dale,  of  Cumberland,  moved 
that  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  Committee  continued. 

Dr.  Stetler,  of  Philadelphia,  moved  to  increase  the  Committee 
to  five,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  co-operate  with  the  committees 
of  conference  appointed  by  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  the  College  of  Pharmacy,  as 
to  the  best  method  of  banishing  adulterated  drugs. 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  Dr.  Dale,  and,  after  some  fur¬ 
ther  discussion,  the  motion  was  adopted. 

Dr.  L.  S.  Bolles  having  declined  to  serve  further  on  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  President  announced  that  the  Committee  would  consist 
of  the  following :  Drs.  J.  Cummiskey,  A.  Kebinger,  W.  Mayburry, 
W.  L.  Knight,  and  W.  Lehman  Wells,  of  Philadelphia. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atkinson,  Dr.  R.  C.  Dean,  Surgeon  D.  S.  N., 
was  invited  to  a  seat  with  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Pollock,  of  Alleghany,,  a  recess  of  fifteen 
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minutes  was  taken  to  enable  delegates  from  each  county  to  select 
one  of  their  number  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  officers. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  time,  the  following  named  gentlemen 
were  announced  as  the  Nominating  Committee: — 

Alleghany,  E.  A.  Wood;  Beaver,  J.  M.  Cummins;  Blair,  W.  C. 
Roller;  Bradford,  E.  P.  Allen;  Bucks,  G.  R.  McCoy;  Butler, 
J.  B.  Livingston  ;  Clarion,  James  Ross  ;  Columbia  and  Montour, 
W.  EL  Bradley  ;  Crawford,  J.  T.  Ray  ;  Cumberland,  R,  C.  Hays  ; 
Dauphin,  W.  R.  DeWitt  ;  Delaware,  I.  N.  Iverlin;  Erie,  D.  D.  Loop  ; 
Fayette,  W.  S.  Duncan;  Indiana,  W.  Anderson;  Lancaster,  S.  T. 
Davis;  Luzerne,  F.  Corss;  Lycoming,  J.  S.  Crawford;  Montgo¬ 
mery,  J.  G.  Maxwell;  Northampton,  Traill  Green;  Philadelphia, 
H.  St.  Clair  Ash;  Schuylkill,  G.  W. Brown;  Susquehanna,  S.  Bird- 
sall;  Tioga,  W.  W.  Webb  ;  Yenango,  S.  G.  Snowden  ;  Washington, 
J.  R.  Wilson  ;  Westmoreland,  J.  McConaugiiy. 

Dr.  A.  Nebinger,  of  Philadelphia,  of  the  Committee  on  Criminal 
Abortion,  submitted  a  paper  in  relation  to  the  subject,  which  he 
read. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  report  be  accepted,  and  that  five 
thousand  copies  be  published  in  pamphlet  form,  and  distributed, 
through  the  several  county  societies,  to  all  ministers  throughout 
the  State. 

After  some  discussion,  pending  further  action,  the  Society  ad¬ 
journed  until  P.  M. 


Afternoon ,  o'clock. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atkinson,  the  report  on  criminal  abortion  was 
postponed  for  the  present. 

The  report  on  Charter  was  called  up,  considered  article  by  article, 
and,  after  being  amended,  adopted  as  printed  in  the  Transactions. 

On  motion,  the  resolutions  attached  to  the  report  were  also 
severally  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gallaher,  of  Alleghany,  the  report  on  criminal 
abortion  was  made  the  special  order  for  5  o’clock  P.  M. 

Reports  from  County  Societies  having  been  called  for,  reports 
were  presented  from  Alleghany,  Beaver,  Blair,  Butler,  Cumberland, 
and  Dauphin  Counties,  and  severally  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Publication. 

Several  societies  having  asked  for  permission  to  report  directly 
to  the  Committee  of  Publication,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Dale,  it  was 
ordered  that  all  county  society  reports  should  be  forwarded  to  the 
Committee  within  two  weeks. 
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The  Committee  of  Publication  presented  the  following  report, 
•which  was  accepted : — 

To  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania : 

Tour  Committee  of  Publication  would  respectfully  report  that 
they  had  printed  of  the  Transactions  of  1868  one  thousand  copies, 
at  an  expense  of  $753.28.  Of  these  they  distributed  as  follows : — 


To  County  Societies  .........  916 

“  Medical  Journals  .........  22 

“  Epidemiological  Society  ........  2 

“  Corresponding  Societies  ........  8 

“  Dr.  Ullersperger,  of  Bavaria  .......  2 

Sold  to  individuals  .........  10 

960 

Copies  on  hand  .....  .....  40 


1000 

WM.  B.  ATKINSON,  Chairman. 

J.  CUMMISKEY, 

A.  NEB1NOER. 

WM.  MAYBERRY. 

The  Secretary  read  a  communication  from  the  commissioners  for 
the  erection  of  a  hospital  for  the  insane  near  Danville,  Montour 
Count}*,  inviting  the  members  of  the  Society  to  participate  in  the 
ceremonies  incident  to  the  erection  of  the  hospital,  on  Thursday, 
the  26th  day  of  August,  1869. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gross,  of  Philadelphia,  the  following  was 
adopted : — 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  earnestly  recommends  to  the  county 
societies  the  annual  registration  of  all  the  regular  practitioners  of 
the  State,  and  that  the  names  and  residences  of  such  practitioners, 
with  the  names  of  the  schools  in  which  they  may  have  graduated 
and  the  date  of  their  diplomas,  be  annually  reported  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Society  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  each  new  year,  in 
order  that  the  same  may  be  reported  by  him  at  each  annual  meeting. 

The  report  of  the  representative  to  the  Tew  York  State  Medical 
Society  was  presented,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publi¬ 
cation  : — 

Danville,  Pa.,  June  5, 1869. 

Dr.  John  Curwen ,  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Dear  Sir:  Not  anticipating  the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  the 
brethren  at  Erie,  I  desire  to  make  to  them  the  following  report: — 

As  a  delegate  of  our  State  Society  to  the  New  York  State  So¬ 
ciety,  I  attended  their  sessions  at  Albany  during  the  first  week  of 
February  of  this  year.  The  numerous  papers  read  and  the  dis¬ 
cussions  of  them  were  of  a  practical  character,  and  elicited  universal 
interest  and  attention.  This  is  evidently  a  working  and  a  model 
State  society.  With  the  exception  of  a  part  of  one  evening  given  to 
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the  social  element  of  the  gathering,  both  day  and  evening  sessions, 
all  well  attended,  were  exclusively  devoted  to  business. 

At  Harrisburg,  last  year,  the  question  of  having  the  Transactions 
of  the  State  Society  printed  at  the  State’s  expense  was  discussed, 
and  measures  suggested  to  secure  this  end.  It  may  be  proper  to 
state  here  that  this  method  of  publishing  the  proceedings  is  by  no 
means  universally  approved  by  the  members  of  the  New  York  State 
Society,  which  has  followed  it  for  many  years.  The  want  of  control 
over  the  manner  and  time  of  printing,  and  the  spreading  over  the 
country,  at  the  public  expense,  in  large  numbers,  the  transactions 
of  societies  defending  irrational  systems  of  medicine,  were,  amongst 
other  objections,  brought  against  this  course  in  their  meeting. 

Very  truly  yours,  S.  S.  SCHULTZ. 

The  Permanent  Secretary  read  the  following  communication : — 

Thenton,  June  8, 1869. 

To  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania: 

Inclosed  please  find  papers  referred  to  me  by  the  State  Society 
of  New  Jersey,  to  be  laid  before  your  Society  for  their  action.  I 
regret  very  much  that  I  cannot  attend  your  annual  meeting,  but 
circumstances  over  which  I  have  no  control  prevent.  However,  the 
papers  explain  themselves ;  and,  as  a  delegate  from  this  Society,  I 
would  earnestly  ask  the  action  of  your  Society. 

Fraternally  yours,  DAVID  WARMAN. 

To  Drs.  Ridge,  Schenclc,  Bravin,  and  Mecray ,  Delegates  to  the  New  Jersey  State 
Medical  Society  : 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  at  the  last  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Camden  County  Medical  Society,  held  May  11,  1869: — 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  delegates  of  this  Society  to  the  State  Medical 
Society  be  directed  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  that  Society  the  fact  that 
members  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  have 
come  into  our  State  and  met  in  consultation  irregular  practitioners, 
and  request  the  State  Medical  Society  to  instruct  the  delegates  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Society  to  call  the  attention  of  that  body  to  the  fact, 
and  ask  their  interference;  and  also  to  instruct  the  delegates  to  the 
American  Medical  Association  to  call  the  attention  of  that  body  to 
such  things  being  done  in  other  localities.  Also, 

“  Resolved ,  That  Drs.  Jennings  and  Comfort,  members  of  this 
Society,  be  appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  the  truth, of  the 
report  alleged  against  such  professors  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  Col¬ 
lege  named  in  the  allegation.  Also, 

u Resolved ,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Society  be  requested  to 
furnish  our  delegates  with  a  copy  of  these  resolutions.” 

•  Respectfully,  H.  GENET  TAYLOR, 

Secretary  of  the  Camden  County  Medical  Society. 

To  die  Camden  County  Medical  Society  • 

The  undersigned,  having  been  appointed  by  the  Camden  County 
Medical  Society,  at  its  late  meeting,  as  a  committee  to  investigate 
the  truth  of  an  allegation  made  before  that  Society,  to  the  effect 
that  Drs.  Joseph  Pancoast  and  Samuel  D.  Gross,  two  of  the  pro- 
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fessors  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  having  within  the  past 
year  met  in  consultation,  in  the  village  of  Haddonfield,  New  Jersey, 
B.  H.  Shivers,  a  notoriously  irregular  physician  of  that  place,  of 
the  homoeopathic  school  of  practice,  do  hereby  certify  that  they 
have  attended  to  the  duties  of  their  appointment,  and  find  that  the 
allegation  of  said  sorrowful  violation  of  our  code  of  medical  ethics 
on  the  part  of  said  distinguished  professors  is  only  too  true,  and 
susceptible  of  the  most  positive  proofs. 

JON.  J.  COMFORT,  M.  D. 

Haddonfield,  N.  J.,  May  20,  1869.  N.  B.  JENNINGS,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Gross  made  a  statement  that  he  had  met  in  consultation  the 
person  named  in  the  charge,  but  was  unaware  that  he  was  in  any 
way  irregular. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  of  Alleghany,  the  explanation 
was  deemed  sufficient,  and  a  copy  of  this  minute  was  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  New  Jersey  State  Medical  Society. 

A  handbill  purporting  to  come  from  Dr.  Cobb,  of  Susquehanna 
County,  a  permanent  member,  advertising  and  recommending  cer¬ 
tain  nostrums,  was  presented,  and,  on  motion,  the  matter  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  censors  of  his  district  for  investigation. 

A  bill  for  twenty-five  dollars,  for  legal  advice,  was  presented  by 
the  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Drugs,  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
directed  that  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  amount. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stanton,  of  Beaver  County,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That,  in  view  of  the  efficiency  of  vaccination  as  a 
sanitary  measure,  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draft  a  bill  and  me¬ 
morialize  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to  prohibit  the  admission 
to  the  public  schools  of  children  who  have  not  been  vaccinated. 

The  President  appointed  as  the  Committee  Drs.  Stanton,  Shur- 
lock,  and  McKennan. 

Dr.  Pollock,  on  behalf  of  the  Alleghany  County  Medical  Society, 
offered  the  following : — 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  memorialize  the 
legislature  to  amend  the  laws  of  the  State  on  malpractice  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  secure  to  us  a  more  intelligent  and  impartial  trial  in 
suits  for  malpractice. 

Resolved ,  That  we  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Committee  en¬ 
deavor  to  have  the  law  so  amended  as  to  secure  a  trial  before 
arbitrators,  and  that  their  decision  be  final. 

After  some  discussion,  the  resolutions  were  rejected. 

The  hour  for  consideration  of  the  report  on  criminal  abortion 
having  arrived,  on  motion,  the  report  was  accepted  and  the  ap¬ 
pended  resolution  adopted : — 

Resolved ,  That  the  county  medical  societies  be  and  they  are 
hereby  invited  to  take  such  steps  as  shall  speedily,  actively,  and 
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efficiently  enlist  tlie  ministers  of  the  various  Christian  churches  in 
their  locality  in  the  work  of  so  instructing  their  flocks  in  regard  to 
the  nature  of  the  act  of  criminal  or  wanton  abortion  as  shall  pro¬ 
duce  conviction  in  them  that  such  act  is  not  only  a  sin,  but  that  it 
is  substantially  murder,  and  that,  in  the  language  of  Bishop  Cox, 
“  they  who  commit  this  act  cannot  inherit  eternal  life.” 

Dr.  Gallaher  moved  to  reconsider  this  vote. 

Dr.  Wallace,  of  Erie,  explained  that  he  had  not  been  fully  able 
to  consider  the  report,  and  requested  the  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  withdraw  his  name  from  the  report. 

After  much  discussion,  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  adopted — 
65  yeas,  22  nays. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Mayburry,  the  report  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Turnbull,  of  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Gallaher,  of 
Alleghany,  was  added  to  the  Committee,  with  the  request  that  they 
report,  if  possible,  to-morrow. 

Dr.  McKennan,  on  behalf  of  the  delegates  to  the  American 
Medical  Association,  reported  as  follows  : — 

As  a  delegate  from  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  at  its  late  meeting 
in  New  Orleans,  May  4,  1869,  I  would  report  that  I  fulfilled  the 
duty  of  my  appointment. 

There  was  one  other  delegate  from  this  Society  in  attendance — 
Dr.  Asdale,  of  Alleghany  County. 

A  number  of  delegates  from  various  county  societies,  etc.  were  in 
attendance  from  Pennsylvania. 

We  were  kindly  received  by  our  professional  brethren  of  New 
Orleans  and  the  South,  who  did  all  in  their  power  to  make  our 
sojourn  pleasant  and  profitable. 

I  would  further  report  that  the  Association  took  steps  to  make 
its  meetings  and  its  publications  still  more  effective  and  profitable 
than  they  have  heretofore  been. 

It  seemed  to  be  the  desire  of  every  delegate  that  its  influence 
should  be  directly  exerted  in  elevating  the  standard  of  medical 
education  throughout  the  whole  country,  and  also  in  keeping  well 
up  to  the  advancing  condition  of  medical  literature. 

Respectfully  submitted,  THOMAS  McKENNAN. 

The  report  was,  on  motion,  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  spread 
upon  the  minutes. 

The  Permanent  Secretary  read  the  details  of  a  case  of  rupture 
of  the  uterus  reported  by  Dr.  J.  McConaughy,  of  Westmoreland, 
which,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

Dr.  Hellyer,  of  Philadelphia,  presented  for  the  inspection  of  the 
members  of  the  Society  a  photograph  of  a  monstrosity  recently 
born  in  Philadelphia. 
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On  motion,  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publi¬ 
cation. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Mayburry,  the  session  was  prolonged  to  7^ 
P.  M.,  and  the  hour  for  the  morning  session  changed  to  8  A.  M. 

Dr.  Benj.  Lee,  of  Philadelphia,  exhibited  a  new  instrument  for 
curvature  of  the  spine,  wdiich  he  explained  by  the  aid  of  diagrams. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Carpenter,  of  Schuylkill,  he  was  requested 
to  furnish  his  remarks  in  writing  for  the  Committee  of  Publication, 
with  permission  to  publish  a  plate  of  the  instrument. 

Dr.  Corson,  of  Montgomery,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
ITse  of  Stimulants  by  the  Profession,  read  his  report. 

Dr.  Stewart,  of  Erie,  protested  against  its  reception,  as  he  had 
been  unable,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee,  to  examine  it  prior  to 
its  being  offered. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gallaher,  of  Alleghany,  the  report  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  until  8  A.M.  on  Friday. 


Friday,  June  11. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  8  A.  M. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  day  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Nebinger,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  expenses  of  the  Permanent  Secretary,  incurred 
in  attending  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  be  paid  b}r  the  Society, 
and  that  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  amount. 

Dr.  Nebinger,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Criminal  Abor¬ 
tion,  reported  that  no  alteration  had  been  made  in  the  paper  as 
recommitted,  the  Committee  not  being  able  to  agree;  therefore  the 
report  would  not  be  presented.  He  asked  that  the  Committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Dr.  Gallaher  said :  “As  one  of  the  Committee,  I  am  authorized 
to  report  that  the  members  of  the  Committee  met,  and  that  we 
were  unable  to  agree,  as  has  been  said  by  Dr.  Nebinger.  We  had 
not  time  to  make  any  written  report ;  we  report  verbally,  however, 
that  we  cannot  agree,  and  desire  to  leave  the  matter  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Society.” 

On  the  question  of  discharging  the  Committee,  it  was  not  agreed 
to;  on  a  division,  18  voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  25  in  the 
negative. 

Dr.  Parrish,  of  Delaware,  suggested  that  the  Committee  be  re¬ 
quested  to  report  next  year. 

Dr.  Nebinger  replied  that  that  would  not  remedy  the  matter,  as 
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it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Committee  to  report.  He  assured 
the  Society  that  there  were  two  gentlemen  on  the  Committee  who 
could  not  consent  to  the  presentation  of  any  other  report  than 
that  presented  yesterday.  If  the  Society  should  choose  to  insist 
ou  keeping  the  Committee  in  existence,  he  must  resign  therefrom. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Pollock,  of  Alleghany,  the  motion  to  continue 
the  Committee  was  reconsidered,  on  a  division — 21  voting  in  the 
affirmative,  and  12  in  the  negative. 

I>rs.  Pollock  and  McKennan  favored  the  discharge  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  and,  on  a  vote  being  taken,  a  motion  to  that  effect  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  DeWitt,  of  Dauphin,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved ,  That  the  regular  physicians  resident  in  those  counties 
where  there  are  no  county  organizations  be  earnestly  requested  to 
form  themselves  into  societies  during  the  present  year. 

Dr.  Mayburry  offered  the  following,  stating  that  he  desired  his 
name  should  not  appear  among  the  names  of  the  Committee : — 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  report  at 
the  next  session  of  this  Society  what  action,  if  any,  shall  be  taken 
on  the  subject  of  Prof.  Gross’s  report,  referred  to  the  several  State 
societies  by  the  American  Medical  Association. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  Chair  appointed  the  follow¬ 
ing  Committee:  Drs.  James  King,  of  Alleghany;  Traill  Green,  of 
Northampton ;  S.  Pollock,  of  Lycoming ;  W.  R.  Findley,  of  Blair; 
A.  Nebinger,  of  Philadelphia;  T.  J.  Gallaher,  of  Alleghany;  and 
J.  L.  Stewart,  of  Erie. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Stewart,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements 
of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  said  that  he  announced  with 
extreme  regret  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  contemplated  ex¬ 
cursion  on  Lake  Erie.  Every  arrangement  possible  had  been  made 
for  that  occasion  by  gentlemen  not  connected  with  the  medical  pro¬ 
fession.  They  had  done  everything  except  regulate  the  weather — 
everything  which  men  possessed  of  indomitable  energy  could  do. 
Vessels  had  been  chartered  and  paid  for,  and  music,  etc.  engaged 
for  the  day.  Owing  to  the  prevailing  gale,  it  was  not  considered 
safe  to  venture  beyond  the  harbor ;  but  leaving  that  matter  out,  he 
thought,  as  the  profession  were  not  “hydropaths,”  the  spray  which 
would  be  thrown  over  any  vessel  putting  out  on  the  lake  during 
the  day  would  not  be  any  too  agreeable.  At  12  o’clock  there  would 
be  held  in  readiness  a  sufficient  number  of  yachts  and  small  steam 
vessels  to  give  all  who  desired  an  opportunity  to  take  a  trip  in  the 
harbor,  and  outside,  too,  if  they  wished.  He  said  the  citizens  of 
Erie  had  a  harbor  of  which  they  might  justly  feel  proud,  and  all  were 
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sorry  the  contemplated  excursion  had  to  be  indefinitely  postponed. 
The  citizens  of  the  city  of  Erie  desired  and  did  do  everything  in 
their  power  to  aid  the  county  society  in  making  the  trip  on  the 
lake  a  success,  as  it  would  have  been,  were  it  not  unfortunately  (at 
this  time)  that  the  weather  assumed  control  of  the  whole  matter. 
“  The  will  for  the  deed”  he  hoped  would  he  accepted  in  this  instance. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Dale,  of  Cumberland,  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
were  tendered  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society  for  their  kindness 
and  hospitality. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gallaher,  of  Alleghany,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  tendered  the  citizens  of  Erie  for  their  entertainment 
of  members  and  other  acts  of  kindness  shown. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  presented  the  following  report: — 


President. 

AY.  M.AY  allace,  Erie  County. 


AY.  R.  Findley, 
AY.  H.  Pancoast, 
0.  P.  James, 

A.  M.  Pollock, 


Vice-Presidents. 

Blair  County. 
Philadelphia  Count}'. 
Bucks  “ 

Alleghany  “ 


Piecording  Secretary. 

A.  H.  Fish,  Philadelphia  County. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

Laurence  Turnbull,  Philadelphia  County. 


Permanent  Secretary. 

AY.  B.  Atkinson,  Philadelphia  County. 

Treasurer. 

AYm.  Mayburry,  Philadelphia  County. 


Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association. 


T.  AY.  Shaw, 

John  T.  Ray, 

Fred.  Corss, 
Andrew  Nebinger, 
Traill  Green, 

R.  C.  Hays, 

James  Ross, 

T.  H.  Helsby, 

E.  P.  Allen, 

David  Stanton, 

D.  H.  Strickland, 
Alexander  Craig, 

S.  T.  Davis, 


Alleghany  County. 
Crawford  “ 
Luzerne  “ 
Philadelphia  “ 
Northampton  “ 
Cumberland  “ 
Clarion  “ 

Lycoming  “ 
Bradford  “ 
Beaver  “ 

Erie  44 

Lancaster  44 

..  u 
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Censors — First  District. 


Hiram  Corson, 

W.  W.  Rutherford, 
James  S.  Carpenter, 
H.  St.  Clair  Ash, 
Henry  Carpenter, 


Montgomery  County. 
Dauphin  “ 

Schuylkill  “ 

Philadelphia  “ 

Lancaster  “ 


Second  District. 


E.  P.  Allen, 

W.  H.  Bradley, 
Pred.  Corss, 
Samuel  Birdsall, 
P.  B.  Breinig, 


Bradford  County. 
Columbia  “ 
Luzerne  “ 
Susquehanna  County. 
Northampton  “ 


Third  and  Fourth  Districts. 


J.  D.  Ross, 

W.  R.  Hull, 

J.  S.  Crawford. 
J.  M.  Gemmill, 
W.  W.  Webb, 


Blair  County, 
Lycoming  “ 

u  u 

Blair  “ 

Tioga  “ 


W.  J.  Gilmore, 
G.  W.  Coulter, 
W.  S.  Duncan, 
J.  M.  Cummins, 
Wm.  Anderson, 


Fifth  District. 

Alleghany  County. 
Butler  “ 

Payette  “ 

Beaver  u 

Indiana  “ 


S.  G.  Snowden, 
J.  C.  Cotton, 

G.  C.  Bennett, 
B.  E.  Piielps, 
James  Ross, 


Sixth  District. 

Yenango  County. 
Crawford  “ 

Erie  “ 

u  U 

Clarion  “ 


Committee  of  Arrangements. 


S.  D.  Gross, 
Andrew  Nebinger, 
Wm.  H.  Pancoast, 
W.  L.  Knight, 

J.  H.  Smaltz, 


Philadelphia  County. 

u  u 

u  u 


U  ll 

li  u 


* 
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Committee  of  Publication. 

Wm.  Mayburry,  Chairman ,  Philadelphia  County. 

W.  B.  Atkinson, 

U 

u 

Jas.  Cummiskey, 

u 

(6 

Laurence  Turnbull, 

u 

U 

A.  H.  Fish, 

u 

u 

W.  R.  DeWitt, 

Dauphin 

u 

E.  P.  Allen, 

Bradford 

u 

Delegates  to  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Society. 


IIenry  Carpenter, 
H.  Buehler, 

John  G.  Stetler, 


Lancaster  Comity. 
Dauphin  “ 
Philadelphia  “ 


Delegates  to  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society. 
E.  P.  Allen,  Bradford  County. 

J.  S.  Crawford,  Lycoming  “ 

Benjamin  Lee,  Philadelphia  “ 

Delegates  to  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society. 

J.  B.  Livingston,  Butler  County. 

Chas.  Brandes,  Erie  “ 

R.  B.  Mowry,  Alleghany  County. 


Delegates  to  the  Massachusetts  State  Medical  Society. 

N.  Hatfield,  Philadelphia  County. 

H.  St.  Clair  Ash,  “  “ 

W.  H.  Egle,  Dauphin  “ 


Delegates  to  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 
Samuel  Birdsall,  Susquehanna  County. 

R.  Wells,  Alleghany  “ 

S.  T.  Davis,  Lancaster  “ 

Delegates  to  the  Delaware  State  Medical  Society. 

Joseph  Parrish,  Delaware  County. 

G.  R.  McCoy,  Bucks  “ 

W.  W.  Dale,  Cumberland  “ 

Delegates  to  the  West  Virginia  Medical  Society. 

J.  S.  Yanvoorhis,  Fayette  County. 

Jas.  King,  Alleghan}7  “ 

A.  M.  Pollock,  “  “ 
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Delegates  to  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society. 


Geo.  C.  Bennett, 

R.  S.  Short, 

S.  G.  Snowden, 


Erie  County. 
Cumberland  County. 
Yen an go  “ 


Place  of  holding  meeting  for  1870 — Philadelphia. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gallaher,  of  Alleghany,  the  report  was  adopted 
by  acclamation. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Shaw,  of  Alleghany,  the  Society  voted  twenty- 
five  dollars  to  the  reporter  of  the  proceedings. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stetler,  of  Philadelphia,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  tendered  the  commissioners  of  Erie  County  for  the 
use  of  the  Court-House  during  its  sessions. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Shaw,  of  Alleghany,  a  resolution  of  thanks 
was  offered  to  all  the  railroad  companies  which  had  extended  cour¬ 
tesies  to  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gallaher,  of  Alleghany,  thanks  were  presented 
to  the  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  very  efficient  manner  in  which 
they  have  conducted  the  proceedings.  The  question  was  put  by 
Dr.  Gallaher,  and  carried  unanimously. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Shaw,  the  Society  also  extended  their  most 
hearty  thanks  to  Dr.  James  L.  Stewart,  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Arrangements  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Societjq  for 
his  untiring  efforts  in  their  behalf. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atkinson,  of  Philadelphia,  the  Chair  appointed 
a  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Green,  of  Northampton,  and  King, 
of  Alleghany,  to  induct  the  newly-elected  officers. 

Dr.  Wm.  M.  Wallace,  President-elect,  was  introduced  to  the 
Society  by  Dr.  King,  and  spoke  as  follows : — 

Gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania:  It  has  seemed  to  me  an  error  that  professional  and 
literary  men  do  not  estimate  sufficiently  high  their  own  position 
and  character. 

Well  do  each  and  all  of  you  know  there  is  no  easy  way  to 
learning — no  royal  road  to  professional  reputation  and  value.  The 
upward  slopes  of  the  hill  of  science  draw  severely  upon  the  mental 
muscles,  as  wre  leave  the  green  landscapes  of  Fancy  and  climb  over 
the  rugged  path  of  Facts  to  the  snow  line  of  Reason  and  Induction. 
Only  the  stronger  and  more  persevering  can  live  and  labor  in  the 
rare  scientific  atmosphere  above  the  clouds  that  bound  the  vision 
of  even  more  than  ordinary  men. 

The  labor  and  attention  required  in  high  and  successful  attain¬ 
ment  in  professional  life  weed  out  humanity.  The  feeble,  the 
indolent,  the  irresolute  fall  by  the  way,  or  wander  from  the  paths 
hewn  out  of  the  mountain  of  difficulty.  This  is  especially  the  case 
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in  our  own  profession,  from  the  number  of  sciences  embraced  by  it, 
and  the  strained  attention  and  the  physical  labor,  by  night  as  by 
day,  exacted  bjr  it. 

To  commercial  power  let  us  give  its  right  estimate,  for  it  requires 
both  mental  and  physical  exertion  for  its  attainment.  Let  wealth 
have  its  place,  for  it  demands  strength  of  body  and  steadiness  of 
mind  to  create  it.  Political  influence  is  worthy  of  respect,  for  it 
needs  special  and  peculiar  powers  for  its  culmination.  But  the 
great  houses  of  commerce  are  often  continued  by  weak  and  ineffi¬ 
cient  men,  in  the  ruts  worn  by  the  labops  of  their  predecessors,  and 
it  is  often  not  long  before  they  succumb  to  injudicious  and  wasteful 
management.  Wealth  is  often  inherited,  or  it  may  result  from  the 
accidental  ownership  of  an  oil  farm  or  a  rise  in  stocks.  Too  often 
chicanery,  falsehood,  knaveiy,  and  bad  faith  are  the  corner-stones 
of  political  power.  Learning,  professional  reputation,  are  no  acci¬ 
dents.  They  are  not  transmissible  by  firms  or  fathers.  Falsehood, 
bribery,  knavery,  give  no  aid  in  securing  them.  Thej^  are  the  result 
of  brain,  of  labor,  assiduity,  attention,  and  order. 

In  my  opinion,  of  the  learned,  the  medical  body  have,  so  long  as 
the  memory  of  man  runneth,  been  the  most  learned ;  of  the  laborious, 
they  are  the  most  assiduous;  of  the  useful,  they  are  the  most  indis¬ 
pensable  ;  of  the  orderly  and  correct,  they  are  the  most  orderly  and 
upright.  Therefore,  gentlemen,  I  feel  proud  to  be  one  of  such  a 
body,  proud  to  be  a  regular  member  of  my  county  society,  prouder 
still  to  be  an  acknowledged  member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  I  rejoice  to  be  received  as  the  professional 
equal  of  a  galaxy  of  men  selected  from  the  most  learned  of  this 
great  State,  and  delegated  to  legislate  for  its  interests  and  the 
physical  and  moral  interests  of  its  citizens. 

To  3rou,  then,  gentlemen,  I  leave  it  to  imagine  my  pride  and 
gratification  at  being  called  on  to  preside  over  a  convention  of  such 
men.  However  unimportant,  however  undistinguished  may  be  the 
recipient  of  such  an  honor,  he  must  stand  strongly  visible  by  the 
reflection  of  the  rays  thrown  upon  him  by  your  learning,  your 
science,  your  usefulness,  and  your  character. 

There  being  nothing  further  before  the  Society,  on  motion  of  Dr. 
King,  it  adjourned,  to  meet  at  Philadelphia,  at  11  o’clock  A.  M., 
on  the  second  Wednesday  in  June,  1810. 

WM.  B.  ATKINSOX, 

•  Permanent  Secretary. 
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OF  THE 

PRESIDENT,  JOHN  CURWEN,  M.D. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  : 

The  mind  of  man,  to  Tillich  he  owes  his  supremacy  as  head  of 
created  beings,  has  ever  been  a  mystery.  Philosophers  have  specu¬ 
lated  and  theorized  to  account  for  its  mode  of  action,  and  the 
various  powers  which  it  manifests  ;  but,  having  pursued  a  wrong 
course  in  their  investigations,  they  reached  no  clear  and  satisfac¬ 
tory  conclusions.  In  consonance  with  the  confused  views  enter¬ 
tained  on  the  proper  exercise  of  the  mental  powers  in  health  were 
the  speculations  promulgated  in  reference  to  their  disordered  action. 
But  within  a  comparatively  recent  period  a  truer  course  of  investi¬ 
gation  has  been  adopted,  and  some  hope  may  be  entertained  of 
arriving  at  more  enlightened  and  rational  opinions.  Careful  obser¬ 
vation  of  the  mental  functions,  and  true  philosophic  reasonings  on 
the  facts  and  legitimate  inferences  and  deductions  from  those  facts 
have  only  been  attempted  within  a  recent  period,  and  by  this  course 
alone  may  we  hope  to  establish  such  a  mental  philosophy  as  will 
guide  us  in  our  investigations  into  disordered  action.  In  exam¬ 
ining  into  disordered  conditions  of  the  mind,  we  must  not  allow 
the  false  lights  of  fancy  to  lead  us  from  the  true  path,  but,  keeping 
truth  constantly  before  us  as  a  guiding  star,  allow  each  faculty  of 
our  minds  that  true  balance  and  exercise  which  will  conduct  us  to  a 
true  judgment  in  any  particular  case.  The  progress  in  the  knowledge 
of  mental  disorders  has  been  commensurate  with  the  great  advance 
which  has  attended  the  science  of  medicine  generally.  "With  the 
greater  attention  to  physiology  and  the  allied  branches,  men  have 
given  more  careful  study  to  those  parts  of  the  bodily  organization 
which  are  concerned  in  mental  manifestations.  No  question  now 
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arises  that  “  the  brain  is  the  minister  of  the  understanding,”  and 
that  to  its  disordered  condition  are  to  be  traced  the  deranged  mani¬ 
festations  of  mind.  It  is  useless  in  this  presence  to  attempt  to 
cite  proofs  of  a  fact  which  all  educated  men  now  admit. 

The  reciprocal  influence  of  bodily  disorders  on  mental  manifes¬ 
tations  is  also  so  fully  admitted  that  no  time  need  be  spent  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  elucidate  their  true  relations.  The  morbid  feelings 
excited  by  disorders  of  the  stomach,  the  liver,  the  kidneys,  and 
particularly  certain  diseases  of  the  nervous  system,  are  daily  before 
the  mind  of  the  profession,  and  need  only  be  alluded  to  to  produce 
a  strong  conviction  in  the  minds  of  all  who  have  witnessed  them 
how  great  must  be  their  agency  in  the  production  of  mental  de¬ 
rangement.  Insanity  is  as  clearly  a  disorder  to  be  treated  by  all 
the  appliances  of  medical  art  and  science  as  any  disease  of  the 
lungs  and  stomach.  The  metaphysics  of  the  subject  must.be  left 
to  those  who  have  an  inclination  to  pursue  that  branch  of  scientific 
inquiry,  but  to  us  who  are  called  to  deal  with  the  practical,  and  to 
rectify  disordered  or  diseased  conditions,  the  first  inquiry  must  be, 
to  what  is  the  condition  before  us,  in  any  particular  case,  to  be 
referred  ? 

A  careful  and  minute  inquiry  into  the  previous  condition  and 
character  of  the  individual,  his  mental  state  and  its  peculiarities, 
the  history  of  his  parents,  and,  as  far  as  may  be  traced,  of  his 
ancestors,  in  their  peculiar  mental  and  moral  traits,  will  tend  to 
throw  a  strong  light  on  the  character  of  the  disorder  to  be  treated. 
No  one  professes  to  doubt  the  influence  of  hereditary  predisposi¬ 
tion  in  the  transmission  of  various  bodily  disorders  ;  but  sufficient 
attention  has  not  been  given  to  tracing  out  the  influence  of  peculi¬ 
arities  of  thought  or  feelings,  of  moral  character  and  the  various 
passions  and  affections  of  the  parents  on  the  offspring.  If  we 
give  credence  to  the  researches  which,  of  late  years,  have  established 
the  connection  between  idiocy  and  imbecility,  and  the  indulgence 
of  the  parents  in  intoxicating  drinks,  and  we  cannot  denj^  their 
force  nor  their  correctness,  we  must  be  prepared  to  admit  that  a 
certain  degree  of  mental  perversity  and  obliquity  in  the  offspring 
is  clearly  to  be  referred  to  some  violation  of  natural  law  in  the 
parents ;  and  the  more  attentively  the  subject  is  examined  and 
reflected  on,  the  less  will  men  be  able  to  escape  the  conclusion 
that  there  exists  what  may  be  called,  for  want  of  a  better  term,  an 
insane  predisposition  to  disorders  of  the  mental  and  moral  powers  ; 
and,  as  all  admit  a  strumous  diathesis,  why  may  not  the  same 
kind  of  arguments  which  prove  that  be  applied  to  the  proof  of 
the  other?  True;  the  strumous  diathesis  shows  itself  in  a  more 


DR.  CURWEN’s  ADDRESS 


289 


palpable  bodily  constitution,  but  will  any  one  who  has  for  years  been 
conversant  with  the  insane  be  willing  to  deny  that  similar  disordered 
manifestations  of  the  nervous  system  are  not  clearly  to  be  traced 
in  certain  individuals  or  families  ?  There  can  be  no  question  of 
the  greater  prevalence  of  disorders  of  the  nervous  system  within 
the  last  half  century.  With  the  greater  disposition  to  these  dis¬ 
orders,  there  has  been  found  a  gradual  deterioration  in  the  healthy 
condition  and  power  of  the  nervous  apparatus  in  the  families  of 
those  who  have  suffered  from  various  diseases  clearly  unmistak- 
abty  nervous.  This  weakness  of  this  part  of  the  system  makes  it 
more  readily  subject  to  disease,  and  predisposes  the  individual  to 
attacks  from  causes  which  would  not  influence  a  more  robust  con¬ 
stitution.  In  the  same  way,  where  insanity  has  once  prevailed  in 
either  branch  of  the  family,  there  is  a  greater  likelihood  to  the 
return  Qf  this  disease  than  where  nothing  of  the  kind  has  at  any  time 
existed.  If  to  the  liability  to  nervous  disorders  be  added  the  heredi¬ 
tary  predisposition  to  mental  disorders  by  previous  manifestations, 
or  by  marriage  between  parties  subject  to  one  or  both  of  these 
characters,  a  condition  of  affairs  is  effected  very  favorable  to  the 
production,  on  the  slightest  provocation,  of  some  disorder  of  the 
mind.  To  those  who  have  seen  much  of  the  insane  no  class  pre¬ 
sents  more  interesting  subjects  of  study  than  those  who  possess 
what  may  be  termed  an  insane  temperament.  With  their  natural 
character  is  mingled  a  disordered  element,  which  renders  them  the 
wonder  of  their  neighbors,  the  annoyance  of  their  friends,  and  the 
dread  and  terror  of  their  own  families.  Yery  commonly  they  are 
exceedingly  nervous  and  irascible,  are  given  to  extreme,  or  even 
moderate,  peculiarities  of  thought  and  feeling,  look  upon  every 
subject  in  a  different  light  from  the  generality  of  their  neighbors, 
entertain  absurd  and  often  unfounded  prejudices,  are  prone  to  do 
things  in  a  manner  different  from  every  one  else,  certain  intellectual 
powers  may  be  brighter  and  more  striking  in  their  manifestations, 
their  moral  powers  may  be  weakened  or  perverted  so  that  they  are 
incessantly  rendering  themselves  liable  to  remarks  by  their  actions, 
their  singular  exhibition  of  traits  of  character,  or  their  open  defi¬ 
ance  of  certain  rules  and  principles.  Some  sickness  or  disease  has, 
in  some  period  of  their  lives,  given  a  morbid  bent  to  certain  feel¬ 
ings,  affections,  or  passions,  which  no  future  training  or  manage¬ 
ment  appears  able  to  conform  to  the  healthy  growth  of  other  parts. 
With  an  average,  or  more  than  an  average,  amount  of  shrewdness 
and  tact  in  their  business  and  capacity  for  conducting  their  affairs, 
is  blended  a  morbid  perversity  of  will  and  an  irregular  action  of 
mind  which  leads  them  to  the  assertion  of  the  most  extravagant 
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notions,  .the  commission  of  the  most  singular  acts,  and,  at  times, 
the  perpetration  of  the  most  unnatural  crimes.  At  one  period  they 
are  morose,  gloomy,  and  disposed  to  avoid  every  one  and  shut 
themselves  up  in  gloomy  seclusion  ;  then  they  are  impulsive,  cherish 
the  most  bitter  and  unfounded  likes  and  dislikes,  indulge  in  most 
fearful  bursts  of  passion  without  adequate  cause  or  provocation, 
and,  having  once  taken  offence  at  the  most  trivial  circumstance,  they 
dwell  on  it,  brood  over  it,  and  magnify  it  until  it  becomes  part  of 
their  disordered  nature. 

Penurious  or  prodigal,  boastful  or  taciturn,  fearfully  profane  or 
austerely  religious,  everything  by  turns  and  nothing  long,  they 
live  in  the  community  a  mystery  to  all  until  some  fearful  outbreak 
brings  them  under  the  cognizance  of  the  law,  which  too  often  fails 
to  recognize  the  connection  of  their  crime  with  the  disordered  con¬ 
dition  of  their  mind,  and  because  they  do  not  evince  the  legal  and 
technical  delusions,  or  the  utter  confusion  of  mind  so  commonly 
associated  with  mental  disorders,  they  receive  the  full  penalty  of 
the  offence  claimed  by  the  statute.  In  such  persons  an  inquiry  into 
their  previous  history  wall  reveal  some  disposition  to  disorders  of 
the  brain  or  nervous  system,  or  some  definite  outbreak  of  mental 
disorder  in  some  earlier  member  of  the  family  by  whom  it  has  been 
transmitted  to  those  who  exhibit  this  peculiar  mental  constitu¬ 
tion.  It  should  be  the  duty  of  the  medical  profession  to  endeavor 
to  convince  the  community  at  large  of  the  great  importance  of 
treating  all  such  cases  as  those  laboring  under  a  disorder  of  the 
mental  powers,  which  should  claim  their  sympathy  and  indulgence, 
and  not  their  scorn  and  reprobation ;  and  also  when  such  persons 
come  before  a  court  of  justice  to  take  the  scientific  view  of  their 
condition  and  give  such  information  as  to  their  true  state  as  will 
lead  to  their  receiving  enlightened  treatment,  in  place  of  what  is 
too  often  meted  out  to  them,  the  vengeance  of  impulse  and  preju¬ 
dice.  Insanity  has  too  often  been  looked  upon  as  a  branch  of  med¬ 
ical  science  peculiarly  difficult  to  diagnosticate,  but  with  certain 
plain  principles  in  the  mind,  and  with  the  same  application  to  the 
study  of  any  case  which  would  be  given  to  any  other  intricate  dis¬ 
ease,  every  one  can  distinguish  without  special  difficulty  the  great 
majority  of  the  cases  which  ordinarily  occur.  Cases  unquestiona- 
bly  arise  which  baffle  the  most  experienced,  but  so  do  they  in  the 
investigation  of  every  other  disease,  though  this  should  not  dis¬ 
courage  any  one  from  the  diligent  prosecution  of  the  study.  The 
first  principle  to  be  always  borne  in  mind  is  that  the  individual, 
who  is  the  subject  of  study  and  investigation,  must  be  carefully 
compared  with  himself.  The  peculiar  state  exhibited  at  the  time 
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of  the  examination  must  he  compared  as  accurately  as  possible  with 
what  the  individual  was  known  to  be  in  full  mental  health.  ]STo 
imaginary  standard  must  be  set  up  to  which  every  case  is  to  be 
brought  and  judged,  but  the  supposed  diseased  condition  must  be 
investigated  in  the  light  which  may  be  derived  from  a  diligent 
scrutiny  into  the  state  existing  before  the  present  peculiarities  of 
thought,  feeling,  action,  or  conduct,  were  observed.  In  this  man¬ 
ner  where  full  information  can  be  had,  and,  as  a  general  rule,  it  can 
be  obtained,  an  idea  may  be  formed  how  far  the  state  of  mind  under 
examination  may  or  may  not  be  a  departure  from  healthy  normal 
action. 

Inquiry  into  the  previous  mode  of  life,  the  general  condition  of 
the  bodily  system,  the  occupation  or  want  of  occupation,  the  con¬ 
nection  by  blood  or  marriage  of  the  ancestors,  and  the  previous 
existence  of  any  mental  infirmity  or  peculiar  nervous  affection,  will 
tend  to  strengthen  or  invalidate  the  conclusion  which  may  be 
formed. 

Careful  attention  must  be  given  not  to  confound  causes  with  ef¬ 
fects  in  tracing  out  the  existence  of  insanity.  Like  every  disease, 
the  period  of  incubation  may  be  of  longer  or  shorter  duration,  from 
a  few  weeks  to  a  long  term  of  years;  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
ascertaining  the  peculiar  mental  manifestations  of  any  individual, 
adds  greatly  to  the  danger  of  confusion  in  such  cases.  In  this  way 
it  is  too  often  the  case  that  relatives  will  assign  as  causes  what  are 
really  and  truly  merely  effects,  and  very  diligent  inquiry  may  be 
able  to  trace  back  a  disorder  which  is  looked  upon  as  very  recent 
to  a  period  of  months,  or  may  be  years,  as  in  the  celebrated  case 
of  Pinel,  where  the  insanity  had  been  gradually  coming  on  for  fif¬ 
teen  years. 

Cases  are  on  record  where  the  insanity  was  sudden  and  explosive, 
and  passed  away  as  rapidly  as  it  came,  but  there  was  clearly  in  such 
cases  some  bodily  disease  or  disorder  giving  rise  to  such  sudden 
and  violent  excitement. 

These  are  the  very  rare  cases  in  medical  experience,  and  are  not 
to  be  taken  as  guides  or  examples  of  what  must  ordinarily  be  looked 
for  or  expected.  All  cases  must  be  subjected  to  the  same  rigorous 
scrutiny  which  would  be  given  to  any  other  bodily  disorder  where 
the  cause  was  obscure,  and  such  jealous  care  will  often  be  rewarded 
by  the  discovery  of  conditions  which  will  materially  aid  in  the  pro¬ 
per  treatment  of  the  disorder  and  its  more  prompt  restoration. 

Attention  must  also  be  given  to  the  great  influence  of  moral 
causes  in  the  production  of  physical  disorders,  and  while  we  would 
not  assign  an  undue  importance  to  either  physical  or  moral  causes 
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separately,  it  is  a  matter  of  very  great  moment  to  bear  in  mind 
that  a  moral  cause  acting  steadily  for  many  weeks  or  months  will 
gradually  undermine  the  health,  and  bring  on  such  a  state  of  physi¬ 
cal  disorder  as  will  require  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  physician  to 
remove.  The  extreme  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  true  state  of 
the  case  in  many  instances  should  lead  to  more  than  usual  diligence 
in  the  investigation,  for  the  reason  that  the  existence  of  a  cause 
tending  to  produce  extreme  sleeplessness  or  some  analogous  condi¬ 
tion  will  baffle  all  the  medical  appliances  which  may  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  case.  A  removal  from  accustomed  scenes,  a  change 
in  certain  matters  in  the  household,  or  the  introduction  of  some 
new  occupation  or  pursuit  to  give  another  direction  to  the  thoughts, 
may  do  more  towards  restoring  the  long  lost  and  much  to  be  desired 
sleep  than  any  medicine  in  the  pharmacopoeia. 

ISTo  one  who  will  examine  the  tables  of  the  causes  of  insanity  in 
the  reports  of  any  of  the  hospitals  for  the  Insane,  will  fail  to  be 
struck  with  the  inaccuracy  and  incompleteness  of  those  tables,  de¬ 
rived  as  they  are  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  from  the  accounts 
of  friends  or  relations,  who  have  given  little  thought  and  attention 
to  the  matter,  and  who  often  seek  to  hide  the  true  cause  by  the 
assignment  of  some  other,  or  a  total  denial  of  any  knowledge  on 
the  subject. 

It  is  earnestly  to  be  desired  that  the  members  of  the  medical 
profession  to  whose  care  nearly  all  the  cases  of  insanity  are  pri¬ 
marily  given,  would  institute  a  more  careful  inquiry  into  the  his¬ 
tory  of  each  case,  not  only  for  their  own  benefit  and  satisfaction  as 
a  mental  exercise  and  gratification,  but  in  order  to  enable  those  to 
whom  they  are  frequently  so  anxious  to  consign  them  to  have  a 
better  knowledge  of  what  they  have  to  contend  with  and  to  correct. 
Too  often  the  medical  man  thinks  his  duty  discharged  when  he  has 
recommended  that  the  patient  be  sent  to  some  hospital,  forgetting 
that  the  physician,  to  whose  care  he  thus  consigns  the  patient,  has 
not  the  means  and  opportunity  of  obtaining  that  minute  knowledge 
of  the  causes  which  must  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  physician 
under  whose  observation  the  individual  may  have  been  in  health  as 
well  as  in  disease ;  and  it  must  also  be  considered  that  friends  are 
not  so  willing  to  impart  facts  of  prime  importance  in  relation  to 
family  matters  to  utter  strangers  as  to  those  to  whom  they  have 
intrusted  the  medical  care  of  themselves  or  their  families.  Every 
physician  in  charge  of  a  hospital  for  the  insane  will  testify  that  he 
has  often  been  led  astray  temporarily,  or  left  to  grope  his  way  out 
to  the  clear  light  and  understanding  of  a  case,  by  the  insufficiency 
of  the  history  given  of  any  particular  case  when  placed  under  his 
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charge,  while  his  own  efforts  would  have  been  lightened,  and  the 
restoration  of  the  patient  have  been  more  promptly  effected  by 
light  and  information  which  might  have  been  thrown  upon  the  case 
by  the  original  attending  physician. 

Insanity  is  often  at  the  commencement,  and  most  generally  in  its 
course,  essentially  an  asthenic  disorder,  requiring  careful  medical 
and  hj’gienic  treatment,  but  not  necessarily  requiring  active  stimu¬ 
lation.  Success  depends  as  much  in  the  majority  of  cases  upon 
the  proper  attention  to  nutrition  and  other  hygienic  considera¬ 
tions  as  upon  the  administration  of  various  articles  of  the  ma¬ 
teria  medica  ;  and  it  is  because  of  the  inability  or  unwillingness  to 
carry  forward  properly  such  a  course  in  a  family  who  cannot  or 
will  not  give  attention  to  those  measures,  that  it  becomes  necessary 
to  place  the  patient  in  a  hospital  for  the  insane,  where  the  habit  of 
regularity  in  all  things  is  enforced  by  precept  and  example,  and  it 
becomes  easier  to  fall  in  with  the  current  than  to  go  contrai’y  to  it. 
Medical  treatment  is  unquestionably  in  most  cases  very  much 
needed,  and  that  treatment  is  directed  to  the  removal  of  existing 
disorders,  and  the  building  up  of  the  system  by  careful  attention 
to  all  those  matters  which  tend  to  impart  vigor  and  elasticity  to  a 
frame  debilitated  by  disordered  functions  and  inattention  to  the 
proper  wants  of  the  economy.  These  measures  may  be  briefly  in¬ 
dicated  to  be  the  administration  of  such  medicines  as  will  give 
tone  to  the  nervous  system,  by  producing  sleep  and  increasing  the 
nutritive  functions,  plain  substantial  diet  regularly  served,  regular 
hours  of  rest,  bathing,  exercise  in  the  open  air  whenever  practi¬ 
cable  and  as  much  as  is  prudent  and  proper,  and  a  diversion  of  the 
mind  from  self  by  any  means  which  will  effect  that  object  in  the 
most  pleasant  and  agreeable  manner. 

Certain  forms  of  mental  disorder  come  so  prominently  before 
the  physician  in  the  regular  practice  of  his  profession,  that  it  may 
not  be  amiss  to  make  special  reference  to  them,  in  order  to  enable 
the  practitioner  more  readily  to  detect  them,  and  to  avoid  errors 
which  might  arise  from  confounding  them  with  diseases  requiring 
essentially  different  treatment.  Acute  mania  may  be  confounded 
with  some  of  the  acute  inflammatory  affections  of  the  brain,  or 
with  delirium  tremens,  but  a  careful  reference  to  certain  particulars 
will  lead  to  a  correct  diagnosis.  In  acute  mania,  no  unusual  heat 
of  the  scalp  will  be  found,  no  pungent  burning  so  unpleasant  to  the 
touch,  no  special  fever  or  great  excitement  of  the  whole  arterial 
system,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  skin  will  have  a  tendency  to  dry¬ 
ness,  often  cool,  the  restlessness  will  be  of  a  type  far  different  from 
the  excessive  jactitation  in  acute  inflammatory  affections,  the  pulse 
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will  be  more  natural  and  rarely  much  accelerated,  and  in  particular 
the  eyes  'will  be  free  from  that  intense  glitter  and  fierce  expression 
so  very  characteristic  of  inflammation  of  the  brain,  the  counte¬ 
nance  will  be  more  variable  and  free  from  that  fixed  expression  of 
anguish  and  distress  so  noted  and  so  constant  in  all  the  forms  of 
high  inflammation  of  any  of  the  cerebral  organs.  From  delirium 
tremens  it  may  be  distinguished  by  the  knowledge  of  the  previous 
course  of  life  of  the  individual,  and  by  the  essentially  different 
forms  of  the  delusions. 

But  there  is  one  form  of  disease  which  is  so  peculiar  that  it  might 
readily  be  confounded  with  infla  mation,  and  its  prompt  diagnosis 
is  extremely  important,  as  the  course  of  treatment  to  be  pursued 
must  be  decided  on  promptly  and  carried  out  energetically,  or 
death  will  soon  close  the  scene.  This  is  that  affection  known  to 
American  alienists  as  “  Bell’s  disease,”  from  its  first  accurate  de¬ 
scription  by  that  able  and  accomplished  physician,  Dr.  Luther  Y. 
Bell,  and  called  by  English  writers,  “typhomania.”  In  this  there  is 
excessive  restlessness,  incessant  loquacity,  the  most  remarkable 
incoherence  of  thought  and  expression  (tireless  babbling  as  it  is 
expressed  by  the  French),  the  pulse  is  rapid,  weak,  and  very  com¬ 
pressible,  so  as  almost  to  be  stopped,  the  skin  is  cool  and  also  the 
scalp,  and  as  a  general  rule  dry,  except  after  violent  exertion,  and 
often  even  then,  the  tongue  and  mouth  very  dry  from  the  incessant 
talking,  and  the  attention  can  scarcely  be  attracted  long  enough  to 
obtain  an  answer  to  any  question.  In  ordinary  cases  of  acute 
mania,  or  in  inflammatory  disorders,  the  attention  may  be  arrested 
so  long  as  to  obtain  answers  to  questions,  or  to  change  the  current 
of  thought,  but  in  this  it  seems  as  if  the  individual  was  so  impelled 
to  give  utterance  to  the  words  that  crowd  his  mind  that  he  had  not 
time  to  stop  for  any  purpose.  The  resemblance  of  this  condition 
to  the  symptoms  of  acute  meningitis  or  cerebritis  as  laid  down  in 
the  books  will  mislead  any  one  who  will  not  give  earnest  heed  to 
its  peculiar  diagnostic  symptoms,  the  freedom  from  all  feverish 
heat,  the  peculiar  weakness  and  softness  of  the  pulse,  and  the 
physical  state  of  depression  of  the  whole  system.  The  treatment 
is  the  direct  reverse  of  any  inflammation,  so  that  the  demand  for  a 
distinct  and  clear  diagnosis  is  much  more  imperative.  This  dis¬ 
order  requires  very  judicious  stimulation  and  food,  promptly  and 
regularly  given,  and  careful  watching  of  the  effects.  With  cautious, 
well-directed  stimulation,  the  pulse  will  diminish  in  frequency  and 
increase  in  volume,  the  excessive  restlessness  will  abate,  and  the 
extreme  loquacity  gradually  disappear,  and  in  a  few  days  the 
patient  looks  up  with  an  expression  of  countenance  the  direct 
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reverse  of  that  in  which  he  was  first  seen,  and  calm,  gentle  sleep 
gives  hope  for  the  future. 

The  necessity  of  caution  in  diagnosis  and  prognosis  is  taught  by 
other  forms  of  the  disorder  which  have  disappointed  the  expecta¬ 
tions  and  set  at  naught  the  calculations  of  many  experienced  phy¬ 
sicians.  The  first  is  that  form  known  as  recurrent  mania.  An 
individual  labors  under  high  maniacal  excitement  with  great  bois¬ 
terousness  of  manner  and  language,  is  mischievous,  destructive, 
and  fearfulty  violent  in  denunciation.  Under  the  influence  of  a 
gentle  purgative,  and  some  opiate  or  sedative  treatment  and  care¬ 
ful  watching,  the  excitement  passes  off  in  a  few  days,  and  the 
patient  seems  to  be  himself  again,  and  jjou  are  congratulating 
yourself,  and  probably  the  family  and  friends,  that  the  disease  has 
been  so  readily  cured,  and  you  are  astounded  when  you  are  again 
called,  in  a  short  time,  to  find  your  patient  in  a  great  excitement, 
probably  greater  than  before.  Herein  lies  the  great  peculiarity  of 
this  disorder,  the  high  excitement  disappearing  in  a  few  days,  or  at 
most  weeks,  a  period  of  apparently  entire  restoration  and  healthy 
exercise  of  the  mental  powers,  and  in  a  shorter  or  longer  period,  a  re¬ 
turn  of  the  excitement  continuing  longer,  in  all  probability,  than 
at  first.  The  striking  point  in  this  disease  is  the  interval  of  appa¬ 
rent  soundness  in  the  mental  condition,  varying  from  one  or  two 
weeks  to  several  months,  but  always  pursuing  the  same  uniform 
course  and  sometimes  ending  after  one  or  two  such  attacks  in  res¬ 
toration,  or  degenerating  into  that  form  termed  paroxysmal  mania 
in  which  the  excitement  returns  every  month  or  every  two  months, 
and  is  the  most  intractable  form  of  the  disorder  to  be  met  with, 
continuing  in  this  form  often  during  the  life  of  the  patient,  or  end¬ 
ing  in  hopeless  dementia. 

Still  another  form  is  that  termed  by  the  French  folie  circulaire, 
but  first  clearly  and  accurately  described  by  that  vei’y  able  and 
distinguished  wi'iter  on  the  Jurisprudence  of  Insanity,  Hr.  Isaac 
Ray.  “  Its  characteristic  feature  is  that  of  excitement  alternating 
with  depression,  the  two  conditions  varying  considerably  in  differ¬ 
ent  cases,  in  point  of  intensity,  and  also — as  well  as  the  intervening 
interwal — in  point  of  duration.  The  general  traits  of  the  first 
mentioned  condition  are  an  unusual  flow  of  spirits,  great  self-con¬ 
fidence,  sanguine  anticipations  of  the  future,  restlessness  both  of 
body  and  mind,  and  untiring  loquacity.  Usually  these  traits  are 
onlj’  strong  enough  at  first  to  modify  the  ordinary  character  of  the 
individual,  without  raising  the  slightest  suspicion,  and  not  uncom¬ 
monly  giving  the  impression  that  the  person  has  been  indulging 
too  freely  in  drink.  Sooner  or  later,  they  become  more  strikingly 
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developed,  and  exert  an  unmistakable  influence  upon  the  conduct 
and  discourse.  He  engages  in  enterprises,  moral,  social,  or  com¬ 
mercial,  either  manifestly  beyond  his  means,  or  in  one  way  or  an¬ 
other  inappropriate  to  his  condition.  Especially  is  he  bent  on 
speculation,  and  nothing  comes  amiss  capable  of  gratifying  this 
passion.  Whether  it  be  a  farm  or  a  ship,  a  mill-privilege  or  a  city 
lot,  a  parcel  of  trumpery  jewelry,  or  the  odds  and  ends  of  a  two¬ 
penny  auction,  he  is  equally  ready  to  buy,  and  equally  sanguine  of 
getting  a  good  bargain.  He  is  constantly  yielding  to  some  new 
fancy,  and  ardently  prosecuting  some  of  the  countless  schemes  that 
swarm  in  his  teeming  brain.  He  frequents  company  either  above 
or  below  his  own  grade,  while,  perhaps,  he  amazes  and  mortifies  his 
friends  by  the  levity  of  his  manners,  if  not  the  laxity  of  his  mor¬ 
als.  His  movements  are  abrupt,  rapid,  and  unseasonable.  He  is 
fond  of  taking  long  journeys,  and  horseflesh  suffers  under  his  hands. 
He  sleeps  much  less  than  he  usually  does,  and  is  fond  of  being  up 
at  night  roaming  about  the  house  or  neighborhood.  He  is  always 
ready  with  plausible  reasons  for  his  strangest  conduct  sufficient  to 
silence,  if  not  to  satisfy,  any  troublesome  inquirer,  while  his  dis¬ 
course  is  entirely  free  from  delusion,  or  obvious  incoherence.  With 
all  this  there  is  generally  an  utter  disregard  of  the  feelings  of  others, 
an  imperious  and  even  tyrannical  deportment  towards  those  who 
are  dependent  upon  him,  and  a  disposition  to  trample  upon  all 
domestic  conveniences  and  proprieties.  The  slightest  attempt  to 
restrain  or  control  his  movements,  or  even  to  administer  advice,  is 
met  by  the  fiercest  hostility,  and  any  intimation  of  mental  infirmity 
provokes  his  hottest  wrath. 

To  this  the  state  of  depression  presents  a  complete  contrast,  every 
trait  here  mentioned  being  replaced  by  its  opposite.  Seldom  speak¬ 
ing  except  when  spoken  to,  and  apparently  absorbed  in  his  own 
gloomy  reflections,  he  is  silent  and  quiet  in  the  midst  of  company, 
and,  as  if  overwhelmed  by  a  sense  of  inability,  he  reluctantly  en¬ 
gages  in  any  occupation  beyond  the  most  ordinary  routine,  and 
often  is  scarcely  persuaded  to  perform  the  most  necessary  duties. 
All  nature  without  and  within  him  is  shrouded  in  gloom,  a  terrible 
evil  seems  to  be  impending  over  him,  the  future  reveals  not  a  single 
gleam  of  hope,  and  were  he  called  on  to  lay  down  his  life,  he  would 
hardly  hesitate  to  obey.  His  conduct  during  the  excited  state  is 
now  viewed  in  its  true  light,  and  is  the  subject  of  bitter  inflections. 
He  wonders  that  he  should  have  done  such  things,  and,  in  some 
instances,  begs  his  friends  to  keep  him  in  future  from  similar  exhi¬ 
bitions  by  seasonable  measures  of  restraint.  With  the  mental  de¬ 
jection,  there  is  often  some  bodily  ailment,  and  he  loses  both  flesh 
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and  strength.  Either  this  or  a  total  paralysis  of  the  will  may  keep 
him  in  bed  much  of  the  time,  and  incapacitate  him  for  the  slightest 
effort.  In  point  of  duration  the  two  states  are  generally  equal  as 
compared  with  each  other  in  the  same  case,  though  varying  in  dif¬ 
ferent  case^,  from  one  month  to  a  couple  of  years.  In  point  of 
severity,  too,  thejr  are  subject  to  the  same  rule.  The  interval  be¬ 
tween  these  two  conditions,  when  the  individual  appears  to  be 
perfectly  rational  and  natural,  also  presents  the  same  kind  of  uni¬ 
formity,  in  the  same  case,  and  the  same  kind  of  diversity  in  different 
cases.  In  many,  and  perhaps  the  majority  of  cases,  it  has  no 
appreciable  duration  as  a  distinct  condition,  the  periods  of  excite¬ 
ment  and  depression  passing  into  each  other,  with  scarcely  an  in¬ 
terval  between.” 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  peculiar  appearance  of  the  ej-e  in  the 
insane,  and  in  no  symptom  are  people  more  positive  than  in  this, 
but  like  every  other  exclusive  symptom  it  is  exceedingly  deceptive 
and  unreliable.  There  is,  however,  an  entire  change  in  the  whole 
countenance  of  the  individual  so  striking  that  in  many  cases  the 
whole  aspect  of  the  person  is  changed,  and  in  this  change  the  eye 
bears  its  part  and  adds  to  the  peculiarity.  On  what  exactly  this 
change  of  expression  in  the  countenance  depends  might  be  difficult 
to  state,  but  it  is  clear  that,  as  in  health,  the  emotions,  passions, 
and  feelings  are  indicated  by  the  peculiar  expression  of  the  fea¬ 
tures,  except  in  some  impassive  beings  who  never  manifest  any  emo¬ 
tion;  and  as  joy,  hope,  love,  fear,  distrust,  or  aversion  will  vary 
the  expression,  so  may  the  different  disordered  manifestations  be 
imaged  forth  in  the  same  way. 

Another  form  of  mental  disorder  may  claim  a  few  words  from 
the  importance  not  so  much  of  its  diagnosis  as  of  properly  direct¬ 
ing  its  treatment.  hTo  cases  are  more  perplexing  than  those  attended 
with  great  depression  and  delusions  which  seem  to  take  away  all 
hope  and  courage,  and  cast  the  individual  into  the  very  abyss  of 
despair.  These  cases  require  all  the  tact,  energy,  and  perseverance 
of  the  physician,  and  claim,  at  the  same  time,  all  the  sympathies  of 
his  heart,  the  best  directed  efforts  of  his  skill,  and  the  full  ex¬ 
ercise  of  his  mental  powers.  In  most  of  those  cases  will  be  added 
the  strong  temptation  to  suicide,  and  to  avert  this  no  watchfulness 
can  be  too  strict.  In  all  such  cases  with  an  habitual  tendency  to 
depression  of  spirits,  even  in  health,  will  be  associated  some  morbid 
affection  to  the  removal  of  which  all  the  applications  of  medical 
and  hygienic  science  must  be  directed. 

In  late  years  a  form  of  mental  disorder  has  attracted  very  general 
attention,  to  which  it  seems  proper  in  this  place  to  refer  in  general 
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terms  :  the  general  paralysis  of  the  insane,  or,  as  now  called,  general 
pai'esis.  A  great  deal  has  been  written  within  the  last  few  years  on 
this  disorder,  and  to  those  who  feel  inclined  to  pursue  the  study 
more  fully,  the  many  articles  in  the  English,  French,  and  German 
Psychiatric  Journals,  may  be  recommended.  One  or  two  points 
only  need  be  noticed  here.  The  disease  is  characterized  by  delu¬ 
sions  of  immense  wealth  or  unbounded  possessions,  with  a  peculiar 
impediment,  or  hesitation,  or  stammering  in  talking,  among  the 
very  earliest  symptoms,  and  also  an  irregular  contraction  of  the 
pupils  of  the  eyes,  and  an  unequal  movement  of  the  lower  extre¬ 
mities,  often  from  the  very  first,  though  only  to  be  recognized  by 
very  strict  examination.  The  disease  is  confined  almost  exclusively 
to  males,  very  few  cases  among  females  having  been  reported.  Much 
dispute  has  arisen  on  the  etiology  of  the  disease,  but  it  may  be 
referred,  as  a  general  rule,  to  excessive  indulgence,  and  to  various 
circumstances  which  tend  to  deprave  the  physical  constitution,  and 
from  these  conditions  may  be  inferred  the  almost  utter  hopelessness 
of  the  disease. 

The  general  principles  of  treatment  in  different  mental  disorders 
will  be  modified  by  peculiarities  in  the  constitution  of  the  individ¬ 
ual,  and  the  condition  which  may  be  presented  at  the  time.  These 
general  principles  are  divided  into  two  classes,  medical  and  moral, 
and  to  a  proper  combination  of  these  two,  all  success  in  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  insane  must  be  attributed.  The  essentially  chronic 
character  of  most  mental  disorders  requires  great  patience  and 
perseverance  on  the  part  of  the  physician,  notwithstanding  the  con¬ 
stant  discouragements  to  be  met  with,  and  the  pleas  to  be  trying 
some  new  remedy,  and  the  truth  must  be  steadily  inculcated,  that 
a  speedy  restoration  must  not  be  looked  for,  but  that  chronic  dis¬ 
orders  can  only  be  cured  by  steady  perseverance  in  that  course 
which  has  been  found  most  serviceable  in  such  cases. 

As  would  be  inferred  from  the  asthenic  character  of  the  disorder, 
an  unusual  tendency  to  constipation  exists  in  nearly  all  cases,  vary¬ 
ing  from  the  mildest  to  the  most  intractable  form,  which  must  be 
met  and  managed,  not  so  much  by  violent  medicines,  which  only 
add  to  the  mischief,  but  by  a  judicious  combination  of  medicines, 
food,  exercise,  and  the  inculcation  of  regular  habits.  The  great 
sleeplessness  so  characteristic  of  insanity  must  also  be  overcome  in 
the  same  way,  not  by  a  routine  treatment  of  sedative  medicines,  or 
one  medicine  in  particular,  but  by  such  diversity  of  mental  and 
bodily  exertion  as  will  bring  on  that  moderate  degree  of  fatigue 
which  will  induce  sleep.  A  general  tonic  treatment  will  also  be 
indicated  to  brace  up  the  debilitated  nervous  system,  and  add 
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strength  and  energy  to  the  enfeebled  powers,  and  this  can  usually 
be  effected  by  the  regular  exhibition  of  the  different  preparations 
of  iron  and  such  vegetable  tonics  as  may  be  found  most  useful, 
conjoined  with  such  sedatives  as  may  aid  in  carrying  forward  the 
object  to  be  attained.  But  our  efforts  must  not  be  directed  to 
medical  care  alone,  since  as  the  disorder  has,  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases,  been  induced  by  irregular  habits  and  modes  of  life,  we 
must  endeavor  to  correct  these,  and  bring  the  individual  back  to 
that  regular  and  systematic  exercise  and  manner  of  life,  which  will 
enable  all  the  functions  to  exert  their  proper  influence,  and  have 
their  proper  action  and  development.  Bor  this  purpose  hygienic 
measures  must  be  resorted  to  and  regularly  and  systematically  car¬ 
ried  out.  Meals  at  regular  hours  of  good,  plain,  well-cooked,  and 
easily-digested  food,  exercise  of  different  kinds,  in-door  and  out¬ 
door,  bathing,  the  enforcement  of  regular  periods  for  retiring  at 
night  and  rising  in  the  morning,  and  whatever  else  of  this  nature 
may  aid  in  the  object  to  be  sought.  But  even  these  will  not  en¬ 
tirely  fulfil  the  desired  end.  Dr.  Samuel  J ohnson,  in  his  character 
of  the  insane  astronomer,  has  shown  the  influence  of  too  great  ab¬ 
sorption  of  the  mental  powers  by  one  engrossing  pursuit,  and  the 
relief  and  restoration  obtained  from  the  extravagant  fancies  and 
delusions  by  a  variety  of  agreeable  and  entertaining  objects  and 
conversation.  On  this  principle  the  moral  treatment  of  the  insane 
is  founded.  To  furnish  every  means  by  pleasant  and  varied  lead¬ 
ing,  games  of  different  kinds,  illustrations  of  physical  science,  em¬ 
ployment  in  every  way  in  which  the  individual  can  be  induced  to 
engage,  the  direction  of  the  attention  to  objects  of  interest  and 
curiosity  by  exhibitions  of  the  magic  lantern,  and,  in  fine,  anything 
which  will  tend  to  arouse  the  latent  energies,  attract  the  different 
feelings  or  interest  the  mental  faculties  pleasantly  and  profitably, 
all  are  among  the  class  of  things  included  under  the  general  term, 
moral  treatment.  One  individual  may  be  reached  by  one  method, 
another  must  be  approached  by  a  different  course,  but  the  aim  must 
be  so  to  combine  all  the  resources  which  can  be  made  available  for 
the  grand  purpose  towards  which  all  should  tend,  the  restoration 
of  the  mental  faculties  to  their  normal  condition. 

The  pathology  of  mental  disorders  cannot  yet  be  said  to  have 
been  settled  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  or  even  so  as  to  claim  a  par¬ 
tial  assent  to  its  truth.  It  is  true  certain  diseased  manifestations 
have  been  found  in  those  dying  from  different  forms  of  mental  dis¬ 
orders,  but  there  has  been  no  special  condition  recognized  which 
could  be  said  to  be  significant  of  any  particular  disease.  It  is  per¬ 
haps  not  surprising  that  in  a  disease  where  the  symptoms  are  more 
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those  of  disordered  function  than  of  diseased  action,  this  condition 
should  be  so  uncertain,  and  so  little  positively  settled  on  a  basis  as 
fixed  as  in  diseases  of  the  lungs.  While  we  may  not  be  able  as  yet 
to  trace  any  special  difference  in  the  diseased  condition  of  the  brain 
in  mania,  or  in  melancholia,  yet  we  must  hope  that  the  investiga¬ 
tions,  which  are  now  going  forward  in  the  hands  of  earnest  patholo¬ 
gists,  will  produce  some  definite  and  satisfactory  result. 

The  researches  of  Lockhart,  Clarke,  and  others,  in  the  minute 
anatomy  of  the  brain,  point  out  the  source  to  which  we  must  look 
for  our  knowledge  on  these  points,  and  should  those  researches  be 
verified  and  confirmed  by  subsequent  investigators  in  the  same 
field,  we  may  earnestly  hope  that  a  way  may  be  opened  which  will 
lead  us  through  the  mazy  labyrinth  in  which  we  have  for  long 
years  been  groping  out  into  the  clear  field  of  scientific  truth  and 
positive  knowledge  in  mental  disorders. 

Many  interesting  points  in  mental  medicine  cannot  now  be  dis¬ 
cussed,  but  it  seems  proper  to  state  distinctly  the  views  on  some 
disputed  subjects,  held  by  those  whose  long  experience  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  ability  in  this  particular  branch  of  our  profession  entitle 
their  opinions  to  be  received  with  deference  and  respect;  and  the 
most  knotty  of  these  points,  and  that  on  which  most  misappre¬ 
hension  prevails,  is  that  of  the  so-called  moral  insanity. 

The  mind  of  man  is  acknowledged  by  all  who  have  treated  of  the 
subject  to  be  formed  of  two  different  classes  of  powers  or  faculties: 
the  intellectual,  comprising  the  memory,  the  judgment,  the  imagina¬ 
tion,  and  the  reason ;  and  the  moral,  classed  as  the  affections,  pas¬ 
sions,  emotions,  etc.,  and  that  the  proper  healthy  action  of  mind, 
and  its  true  and  regular  development  is  found,  when  these  powers 
are  carefully  and  thoroughly  trained,  and  kept  in  due  subordina¬ 
tion,  so  that  the  intellectual  shall  not  be  advanced  at  the  expense 
of  the  moral,  nor  the  moral  be  cultivated  to  the  neglect  of  the  intel¬ 
lectual.  All  will  admit  that  this  distinction  is  not  so  carefully  ob¬ 
served  in  practice  as  it  should  be ;  but  it  is  too  often  the  case  that 
the  intellectual  are  highly  and  urgently  stimulated,  while  the  moral 
are  left  in  the  background,  or  attain  undue,  unnatural  prominence, 
bjr  neglect  to  educate  them  properly;  and  the  more  baleful  passions 
gain  the  ascendency  and  control,  and  direct  the  individual.  No 
one  will  for  a  moment  deny  that  the  intellectual  powers  by  them¬ 
selves  may,  at  any  time,  become  disordered,  while  the  moral  powers 
may  not  appear  to  be  in  the  least  disturbed ;  but  this  is  not  the 
usual  result.  In  the  same  way  we  can  readily  imagine  that  the 
moral,  emotional,  or  affective  powers  (for  each  of  these  terms  is 
used  to  express  the  condition  referred  to)  may  also  become  disor- 
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dered,  so  that  the  individual  will  be  guided  to  an  entirely  different 
line  of  conduct  from  what  he  was  previously  accustomed  to  pursue, 
and  the  intellectual  faculties  may  not  appear  to  be  involved.  But 
the  rule  to  be  observed  in  deciding  on  these  cases  is  the  same  as 
that  previously  laid  down  in  reference  to  the  general  diagnosis  of 
insanity,  that  the  individual  must  be  compared  with  himself  as  he 
was  in  a  previously  healthy  state,  and  not  with  some  imaginary 
moral  standard  set  up  by  the  person  making  the  examination. 

A  man  has  always  led  a  correct,  moral  life,  has  been  honest  and 
truthful  in  all  his  relations,  has  been  scrupulously  exact  in  his 
dealings  with  his  fellows,  kind  and  indulgent  in  his  family,  pleasant 
and  agreeable  as  a  neighbor,  and  in  all  the  various  relations  of  life 
has  been  considered  correct  and  honorable. 

Such  a  man  is  attacked  with  some  fever,  or  experiences  some  re¬ 
verse  of  fortune,  which  so  acts  on  him  as  to  injure  his  health,  and 
it  is  perceived  before  long  that  he  has  become  irascible  and  quarrel¬ 
some,  that  he  no  longer  attends  to  his  duties  as  a  husband,  a  father, 
or  a  neighbor  as  he  had  done,  that  he  is  not  careful  to  observe  that 
decorum  in  the  family  of  which  previously  he  had  been  such  a  strict 
exacter,  that  he  engages  in  foolish  and  improper  enterprises  and 
speculations,  that  he  no  longer  observes  that  honor  and  scrupulous 
regard  to  truth  which  he  had  before  exhibited,  that,  in  a  word,  his 
whole  conduct  and  manner  are  the  precise  reverse  of  what  he  was 
before :  while  at  the  same  time  his  conversation  betrays  no  inco¬ 
herence  in  his  ideas,  he  gives  utterance  to  no  foolish  expressions  or 
delusions,  but  is  sharp,  shrewd,  and  apparently  very  exact  in  most 
of  his  business  arrangements. 

Will  any  one  deny  that  here  is  not  a  disordered  condition  of  the 
moral  powers  with  no  observable  derangement  of  the  intellectual  ? 
and  if  the  moral  powers  may  be  and  frequently  are  thus  disordered, 
have  we  not  an  insanity  of  the  moral  powers  as  fully  developed  as 
in  others  we  have  an  insanity  of  the  intellectual  ?  It  is  to  be  care¬ 
fully  observed  that  this  condition  is  not  a  steady  growth  from  bad 
to  worse,  from  a  bad  life  and  depraved  habits  to  one  much  worse, 
but  it  is  a  total  change  of  the  whole  conduct  and  character,  that 
the  man  is  as  much  the  opposite  of  his  former  self  in  all  his  moral 
relations  as  it  is  possible  for  him  to  be,  and  that  he  now  manifests 
traits  of  character  and  a  course  of  conduct  which  no  one  who  knew 
him  before  would  ever  have  believed  him  capable  of  exhibiting.  ISTo 
evidence  of  delusion  or  other  impairment  of  the  intellectual  facul¬ 
ties  can  be  clearly  discerned,  unless  we  take  it  as  an  evidence  of 
intellectual  weakness  that  the  man  cannot  see  the  exceeding  incon¬ 
gruity  between  his  present  course  of  conduct  and  that  which  for- 
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merly  rendered  him  so  much  honored  and  respected  by  a  large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  In  truth,  no  one  can  discern 
any  true 'delusion  in  such  cases  in  their  earlier  stages,  though  such 
delusions  may  arise  in  coui’se  of  time;  hut  we  are  not  justified  in 
claiming  the  existence  of  such  to  establish  a  theory :  but  we  must 
regard  the  case  in  the  light  we  have  at  the  particular  time  we  are 
examining  it,  or  are  called  to  give  testimony  on  it  in  a  court  of 
justice.  We  will  thus  bg  led  to  admit  distinctly  a  disorder  of  the 
moral  powers,  which  may  be  called  moral,  emotional,  or  affective 
insanity,  as  the  views  of  the  person  may  dictate.  Our  clear  duty 
as  medical  men,  seeking  only  the  truth,  is  to  take  the  facts  of  the 
case  as  we  find  them,  and  decide  in  accordance  with  those  facts 
and  the  best  information  on  the  subject  we  can  obtain.  We  can¬ 
not  be  justified,  and  do  our  duty  conscientiously  to  the  community 
and  to  ourselves,  if  we  allow  any  special  theory  to  turn  us  from 
the  true  course  indicated,  and  yield  to  prejudice  or  clamor. 

But  it  is  urged  there  is  a  large  class  of  cases  manifesting  a  dis¬ 
position  to  various  misdemeanors  and  violations  of  the  law  from 
homicide  to  larceny,  from  the  penalties  of  which  it  is  sought  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  individual  by  the  plea  of  insanity,  and  thus  open  a  way 
to  excuse  all  who  have  committed  crime.  The  abuse  of  any  good 
thing  is  no  argument  against  its  proper  and  legitimate  use,  and 
thus  the  abuses  of  the  plea  of  insanity  are  no  valid  reason  for  the 
rejection  of  what  rational  medicine  and  sound  philosophy  alike 
dictate  to  exist,  and  require  to  be  treated  as  disease.  There  are 
undoubtedly  cases  which  seem  not  to  manifest  any  mental  disorder, 
but  where  the  whole  life  and  conduct  is  a  series  of  moral  disorders 
and  incongruities.  In  these  cases,  traceable  by  rigidly  strict  and 
diligent  examination  to  some  physical  disease  or  disorder,  shown 
by  the  peculiarities  of  conduct  and  character,  there  will  almost  in¬ 
variably  be  found  some  morbid  irritation,  some  arrest  of  develop¬ 
ment  or  improper  indulgence  in  some  vice,  some  want  of  the  economy 
which  will  be  evidence  of  the  disordered  condition  of  some  organ, 
the  healthy  action  of  which  is  necessary  to  the  proper  exercise  of 
the  moral  or  mental  powers,  or  the  result  of  a  proper  insane  tem¬ 
perament. 

The  great  difficulty  is  in  obtaining  proper  information  in  relation 
to  the  previous  history  and  character  of  such  cases,  which  will  lead 
to  the  formation  of  a  correct  judgment,  for  they  are  too  often 
looked  upon  as  simply  depraved,  and  no  attention  given  to  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  those  states  by  which  the  true  condition  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  may  be  clearly  and  distinctly  ascertained.  Our  duty  is  un¬ 
questionably  to  vindicate  the  majesty  of  the  law,  and  maintain  it 
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in  the  proper  exercise  of  all  its  powers  ;  but  that  does  not  forbid, 
but  rather  demands  of  us  to  give  earnest  heed  to  the  careful  and 
accurate  examination  of  all  those  cases  where  pleas  of  insanity  are 
presented,  that  the  truth  may  be  fully  elicited,  and  justice  done  by 
the  punishment  of  those  who  are  really  guilty,  and  the  prompt  med¬ 
ical  hygienic  treatment  of  those  who  are  suffering  from  some  dis¬ 
ordered  bodily  organ,  or  are  the  prey  of  some  appetite  which  they 
need  proper  assistance  to  enable  them  to  overcome. 

In  this  connection  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  urge  upon  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  profession  extreme  caution  and  reserve  when  called 
upon  to  testify  in  court  in  cases  of  insanity.  It  is  too  often  the  case 
that  counsel  will  endeavor  to  confuse  the  medical  witness,  and  to 
draw  him  into  an  argument  on  some  disputed  point,  or  to  give  an 
opinion  on  some  supposed  case,  particularly  on  the  subject  of  moral 
insanity.  The  true  practice  in  all  such  cases  is  to  refuse  to  go 
beyond  the  plain  facts  of  the  case,  and  to  avoid  all  argument  or 
discussion  which  is  attempted  only  to  place  the  witness  in  a  false 
position,  and  invalidate  his  testimony,  and  in  taking  this  position 
the  medical  man  will  be  sustained  by  the  court. 

It  is  important  for  every  medical  man  to  impress  upon  all  those 
with  whom  he  maybe  called  upon  to  consult  or  to  advise,  the  great 
necessity  of  early  treatment  in  the  first  stages  of  mental  disorders. 
Not  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  every  case  should  be  sent 
at  once  to  some  hospital,  but  that  in  the  great  majority  of  cases 
such  a  resort  is  the  best  means  for  promoting  the  restoration  of  the 
patient ;  and,  when  once  placed  under  such  treatment,  to  allow  them 
to  remain  until  the  physician  pronounces  them  fully  restored.  In 
at  least  three-fourths  of  all  cases  placed  under  treatment  in  hos¬ 
pitals  within  the  first  six  months  of  the  outbreak  of  the  disorder, 
restoration  maybe  confidently  expected;  all  delays  beyond  that 
period  are  fraught  with  danger;  and  after  two  years  very  few 
cases  ever  entirely  recover.  And  in  regard  to  the  continuance  of 
sound  mental  health  after  restoration,  it  may  be  safely  asserted 
that,  with  proper  care  and  caution  to  avoid  exciting  causes,  the 
majority  will  continue  in  the  enjoyment  of  those  faculties  with 
which  they  have  been  endowed. 

In  the  arrangement  of  the  studies  of  those  from  whom  the  ranks 
of  the  profession  are  to  be  recruited  too  little  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  subject  of  mental  disorders,  and  it  is  time  that  our 
medical  schools  should  supply  this  desideratum,  by  providing  for  a 
full  course  of  lectures  on  mental  disorders  and  the  jurisprudence 
of  insanity. 

No  one  can  feel  too  grateful  to  an  overruling  Providence  for  the 
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continued  and  uninterrupted  use  of  all  Ins  mental  powers,  and  it 
should  be  the  earnest  effort  of  every  one  so  to  order  his  own  course 
of  life,  and  to  aid  others  to  direct  theirs  that  he  and  they  may  at 
all  times  be  prepared  to  render  their  full  tribute  of  gratitude  and 
praise  to  Him  from  whom  all  these  and  all  other  blessing  have  been 
derived,  and  to  whom  they  must  render  an  account  for  the  right 
improvement  of  all  He  has  intrusted  to  their  keeping. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

COMMITTEE  ON  INTEMPERANCE  AS  A  DISEASE. 


At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  it  was  unanimously 
“ Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  to  the  next 
meeting  on  the  medical,  social,  and  civil  aspects  of  intoxication 
from  alcohol  and  opium,  and  our  duty  as  physicians  in  the  pre¬ 
mises.” 

Your  Committee  have  endeavored  to  consider  the  subject  care¬ 
fully,  and  most  respectfully  submit  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  statement  that  there  is  a  “medical  aspect”  to  this  subject, 
presupposes  that  intoxication,  either  from  alcohol  or  opium,  is,  in 
some  of  its  phases,  a  disease ;  and  if  this  be  true,  it  is  an  interest¬ 
ing  inquiry  how  far  this  fact  modifies  the  relation  of  the  subject  to 
morals  and  law. 

In  the  very  outset,  we  find  ourselves  confronted  by  recognized 
authorities  in  law  and  morals  which,  while  they  may  not  deny  that 
intemperance  is  sometimes  a  disease,  still  deal  with  it  exclusively 
as  an  offence  against  law  and  morality. 

In  this  respect,  it  is  an  anomaly  in  our  profession,  because  not 
only  has  it  positive  and  well-defined  symptoms  by  which  even  non¬ 
professional  observers  can  distinguish  it,  but  it  is  made  a  punish¬ 
able  offence  against  common  decency  and  public  order.  Your 
Committee  therefore  find  it  difficult  to  reconcile  this  peculiarity  of 
the  subject  with  the  ordinary  methods  of  professional  thought  and 
inquiry  as  related  to  other  diseases  which  have  no  such  embarrass¬ 
ments. 

There  are,  however,  distinct  forms  and  varieties  of  alcoholic 
excess,  which  are  well  defined,  and  which  we  propose  briefly  to 
notice.  Of  that  class  of  men  who  take  their  wine,  as  Cowper  did 
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his  tea,  “to  cheer,  but  not  to  inebriate,”  we  shall  not  speak.  These 
are  technically  known  as  moderate  drinkers,  and  are  not  necessarily 
subjects,  on  that  account,  for  medical  observation  and  treatment. 

There  are,  however,  at  least  three  other  classes : — 

1.  The  occasional  drinker,  who  sometimes,  but  seldom,  crosses 
the  boundaries  of  sobriety. 

2.  The  periodical  drinker,  who,  at  intervals,  throws  the  reins  on 
the  neck  of  appetite,  abandons  himself  to  his  passion  for  excitants, 
and  who  may  do  so  almost  unconsciously,  or  with  deliberate  intent 
and  purpose. 

3.  The  habitual  drinker,  who  indulges  without  deliberation  or 
without  sudden  impulse,  but  because  there  is  an  appetite  which  has 
corrupted  his  constitution  and  made  him  a  victim  to  a  habit  which 
he  cannot  of  himself  overcome. 

The  multitudes  of  persons  who  are  addicted  to  these  several 
forms  of  inebriation,  and  the  terrible  consequences  of  the  disease 
upon  the  domestic  and  industrial  interests  of  the  world,  render  its 
discussion  one  of  the  most  important  which  can  claim  our  thought. 
It  seems  to  your  Committee  to  be  a  medical  and  physiological 
question,  which  should  be  studied  as  any  other  medical  question ; 
and  in  whatever  legislation  may  be  required  concerning  it,  that  this 
fact  should  be  recognized. 

Causes.— Your  Committee  are  further  of  the  opinion  that  there 
are  constitutional  tendencies  inherent  in  mankind  to  seek  artificial 
support.  In  vindication  of  this  statement,  we  find  that  in  every 
soil  and  climate  there  is  some  indigenous  product  from  which  man, 
whatever  be  the  stage  of  his  civilization,  extracts  an  intoxicating 
ingredient.  The  rudest  people  of  the  globe,  without  any  of  the 
appliances  of  modern  art  or  science,  are  not  so  rude  and  unculti¬ 
vated,  that  they  do  not  manufacture  alcoholic  liquors  from  the 
growth  of  their  fields ;  and  we  know  of  no  nation  or  people  on  the 
earth  among  whom  intoxication  is  not  a  common  vice.  There  is  a 
demand  for  intoxicants,  and  there  is  a  supply. 

Accepting  this  fact  of  history,  comparing  it  with  the  experience 
of  our  own  time,  and  noting  the  evidences  which  are  daily  pre¬ 
sented  to  us  in  the  practice  of  our  profession,  we  are  convinced, 
beyond  doubt  or  controversy,  that  there  does  exist  in  men  a  tendency 
to  the  use  of  exhilarating  beverages  or  narcotic  drugs. 

Man,  frequently  uneasy  and  restless,  naturally  longs  for  and 
seeks  something  to  raise  him  from  suffering,  and  elevate  him  to 
what  he  discovers  to  be  a  pleasurable  point  of  feeling;  a  point 
which  he  may  obtain  from  various  sources,  according  to  his  tastes 
or  inclinations.  Sometimes  it  may  be  found  in  the  pursuit  of  art, 
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science,  literature,  or  society;  and  frequently  in  the  productions  of 
the  animal  and  vegetable  world. 

The  prudent  man,  especially  if  he  be  a  man  of  domestic  habits, 
may  be  content  with  the  exhilaration  afforded  by  his  tea  or  coffee 
and  his  cigar.  One  may  be  satisfied  with  home-made  wine,  cider,  or 
beer;  another  thinks  he  requires  a  stronger  stimulant,  and  another 
a  still  stronger,  who  partakes  of  more  dangerous  varieties  till  he 
becomes  narcotized  or  drunken. 

Whiskey  and  brandy  are  the  intoxicants  of  America,  Russia, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland;  ale  aiid  beer,  of  England,  Germany,  Japan, 
and  Egypt;  wine,  of  France  and  Italy;  bouza,  of  Nubia;  pulque, 
of  Mexico ;  tuka,  of  Kamschatka ;  betil,  of  Polynesia ;  arrack,  of 
Africa  and  Hindoostan;  opium  and  shamshu,  of  China  and  Turkey; 
bangue  and  hashish,  of  Arabia  and  the  Grecian  Archipelago ;  coca 
leaves,  of  Peru;  palm  leaves,  of  the  palm  countries;  hyoscyamus, 
of  Syria;  rue,  of  the  Crimean  valley;  and,  in  more  recent  times, 
ether  and  chloroform  among  the  cultivated  and  refined  of  our  own 
country. 

It  thus  appears  clear  that  the  production  of  intoxicating  beve¬ 
rages  or  drugs  is  restricted  to  no  country  or  clime.  It  is  as  widely 
spread  as  the  existence  of  language.  Wherever  we  find  a  national 
speech,  there  we  as  certainly  find  a  national  intoxicant;  nor  does 
this  remark  apply  only  to  the  present  age,  but,  as  far  as  the  voice 
of  history  can  be  heard,  it  applies  to  every  age  of  the  world. 
Whence  this  universality  of  production?  How  happens  it  that,  in 
every  country  and  clime,  plants  grow,  which  are  capable  of  yielding 
intoxicating  products — such  products  as  possess  the  threefold 
quality  of  exhilarant,  roborant,  and  anodyne,  and  which  are  either 
deleterious  or  beneficial  according  to  the  quantity  used?  Ob¬ 
serve  the  adaptation.  Man,  says  a  poet  and  philosopher,  is  at 
once  “  the  child  and  sure  heir  of  pain.v  He  needs  many  a  time 
such  a  draught  as  may  exhilarate,  strengthen,  or  compose.  Nature, 
aided  by  human  ingenuity,  supplies  it.  Shall  we  say  that  man  must 
not  partake  of  these  products  ?  Let  us  consider.  Nature  offers 
them  with  a  liberal  hand.  There  is  within  man  a  sense  of  want, 
which  bids  him  partake.  Naturfe,  however,  human  experience,  our 
own  observation,  and  the  moral  law  prescribe  the  limit — modera¬ 
tion;  beyond  which,  suffering  is  the  result. 

In  view  of  the  wide-spread  evils  resulting  from  the  careless  and 
indiscriminate  use  of  such  beverages,  it  seems  to  be  the  province 
of  the  medical  profession  to  recommend  only  the  common  use  of 
such  as  experience  has  proved  to  be  safe,  and  abstinence  from 
those  known  to  be  injurious. 
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A  philosophic  writer  has  said:  “ Every  inordinate  cup  is  unblest , 
and  the  ingredient  is  a  devil." 

Unhappily,  men  do  not  partake  in  moderation,  and  therefore 
must,  and  do,  endure  the  penalty.  With  a  “demon”  in  the  breast, 
their  sufferings  are  fearful,  till  even  death  seems  a  shelter  from  the 
agony  of  a  lacerated  constitution  and  an  avenging  conscience.  In 
this  category  falls  the  habitual  drunkard. 

What  is  our  duty  towards  him?  What  prescription  has  the 
medical  fraternity  that  shall  meet  his  case?  Are  there  any  means 
even  to  restore  partially  our  brother  man  to  ease  and  serenity,  and 
to  throw  around  his  spirit  a  shadow  of  hope  even  for  corporal 
salvation?  We  believe  there  are  such  means. 

The  popular  cry  is,  “Remove  the  cause.”  If  we  ask  for  the 
cause,  the  answer  is,  “The  dramshops,  and  the  law  by  which  they 
are  authorized  and  sustained.”  In  view,  however,  of  the  momentous 
facts  already  referred  to,  your  Committee  must  take  a  broader  and 
deeper  view  of  the  causes  which  underlie  this  evil.  It  is  alike  un- 
philosophical  and  unjust  to  classify  social  usages  and  dramshops 
as  the  chief  causes  of  intemperance.  They  are  temptations,  not 
causes ;  temptations  which  are  in  the  way  of  sober  people  as  well 
as  of  those  who  drink.  In  dealing  with  this  subject,  we  should  be 
careful  in  the  use  of  terms,  and  understand  the  terms  we  use. 

A  cause  is  an  invariable  antecedent.  Drinking  at  dramshops  or 
in  social  circles  does  not  invariably  antecede  the  habit  of  drunken¬ 
ness,  but  a  susceptibility  or  capacity  for  such  a  condition  must 
always  exist  in  the  person  who  becomes  an  inebriate.  The  dram¬ 
shop  or  social  glass  may  only  be  the  occasion. 

Some  forms  of  intoxication  are  peculiarly  exclusive.  The  cus¬ 
tom  of  “treating”  at  public  bars  is  applicable  only  to  a  Class. 
The  habitual  drinker  indulges  at  home,  in  his  office  or  place  of 
business,  at  particular  times  and  under  circumstances  of  unusual 
effort  or  exposure.  He  does  not  think  of  depending  upon  invita¬ 
tions  and  associations  for  the  enjoyment  of  his  accustomed  draught. 
With  him  the  demand  is  from  within;  a  craving  analogous  to  that 
of  hunger,  which  he  feels  must  be  satisfied  or  he  is  unfitted  for  the 
service  of  life.  ‘ 

Many  a  periodical  inebriate  carries  liquor  to  his  room,  and 
remains  for  days,  and  even  weeks,  in  seclusion,  while  he  passes 
through  the  satisfying  narcotism  which  obliterates  all  thought  and 
care  from  his  mind,  and  puts  his  body  in  a  condition  of  protracted 
slumber  and  repose. 

Opium-using  is  a  secret  vice.  Hashish  is  used  privately,  and 
ether  and  chloroform  are  inhaled  in  solitary  places. 
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Iii  considering  this  matter,  it  is  well  also  to  hear  in  mind  the  fact 
that  the  majority  of  persons  who  are  exposed  to  these  temptations 
do  not  become  inebriates.  In  other  words,  they  are  either  free  from 
the  desire  for  such  indulgence,  or  they  have  moral  power  sufficient 
to  enable  them  to  subdue  and  control  their  appetites.  Only  those 
people  become  drunken  who  possess  the  susceptibilities  and  tenden¬ 
cies  which  incline  them  to  seek  excitants,  and  who,  on  that  account, 
are  more  likely  to  yield  to  temptation.  Why  do  some  men  drink  to 
excess?  Why  do  others,  who  are  exposed  to  the  same  temptations, 
abstain  from  drinking  at  all?  When  we  reach  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  these  two  classes  of  persons,  we  reach  causes. 

It  is  therefore  respectfully  submitted  that  if  intemperance  is  an 
offence,  an  immorality,  the  distinction  is  unfair  which  reproaches 
the  man  who  establishes  the  habit  of  intoxication  by  the  use  of 
alcoholic  liquors,  while  he  who  does  the  same  thing  by  the  use  of 
opium  or  other  drug  is  relieved  of  such  reproach. 

When  we  consider  the  damaging  influence  of  the  opium  habit 
especially,  how  it  degenerates  nervous  force,  demoralizes  manhood, 
and  paralyzes  labor — how  it  holds  its  victim  a  bondman,  with  no 
intermission  of  freedom  and  no  promise  of  escape — it  is  difficult  to 
comprehend  the  ethical  code  which  passes  such  slavery  by  as  inno¬ 
cent,  and  yet  holds  the  less  serious  case  as  guilty. 

The  singular  compounding  of  these  diseased  conditions  with 
judicial  opprobrium  and  public  disgrace,  is  a  point  which  we  feel 
called  upon  to  notice. 

Civil  Aspect. — This  brings  us  to  the  civil  aspect  of  the  subject. 
The  time  was  when  insane  persons  were  punished  ;  they  were  victims 
of  an  unrighteous  law  and  a  bitter  public  sentiment.  They  were 
chained,  beaten,  and  starved,  and  the  madhouses  were  Bedlams 
where  the  hard  hand  of  tyranny  crushed  the  sad  victims  of  mental 
disorder.  Nor  was  it  until  the  benign  attributes  of  the  medical 
profession  were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  subject  of  insanity,  that 
its  treatment  was  transferred  from  the  prison-keeper,  to  the  doctor 
of  medicine. 

What  was  true  of  the  insane  a  century  ago,  is,  with  some  modi¬ 
fication,  true  of  the  drunkard  now.  The  law  regards  him  as  an 
offender,  subjects  him  to  arrest  and  fine,  or  imprisonment,  and  the 
public  looks  upon  him  as  a  nuisance  and  burden.  His  sorrows  are 
made  texts  for  sermons ;  his  eccentricities  are  caricatured  by  itine¬ 
rant  lecturers ;  his  bruises  and  scars  are  pictured  for  public  stereo¬ 
scopic  displays ;  and  the  tendency  of  the  popular  teaching  of  the 
day  is  to  separate  him  from  public  sympathy,  and  oppress  him  with 
the  sense  of  a  self-imposed  and  willing  degradation.  We  admit 
fifth  series. — PART  II.  22 
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that  he  has  committed  an  offence,  but  that  he  is  not  on  that  account 
to  be  deprived  of  sympathy  and  assistance.  ^ 

Physicians,  whose  calling- leads  them  among  scenes  of  distress, 
and  whose  counsel  and  confidence  are  sought  to  relieve  those  who 
suffer,  are  accustomed  to  draw  a  veil  between  the  scars  and  tears  of 
families  where  they  minister,  and  the  gaze  of  the  world.  This  being 
their  sacred  office,  they  look  with  detestation  upon  the  common 
practice  of  making  a  display  of  the  drunkard  and  his  household 
for  public  entertainment,  and  are  free  to  express  their  unqualified 
opposition  to  such  a  course. 

Duty  of  Physicians. — We  have  now  reached  the  inquiry  as  to 
the  duty  of  physicians,  and  would  first  remark  upon  our  relation  to 
the  inebriate  iu  private  practice.  At  present,  the  drinking  man 
hesitates  to  consult  his  physician  till  the  occurrence  of  mania  or 
other  acute  symptoms  makes  it  necessary.  He  realizes  that  he  is 
disgraced,  and  hesitates  to  relate  his  symptoms  to  any  one.  His 
honor  and  manhood  being  compromised,  he  makes  a  determined 
effort  to  maintain  his  independence,  and  avoids  conversation  or 
counsel  about  himself.  He  thinks  there  is  no  sympathy  for  him, 
and,  brooding  over  the  compunctions  and  sorrows  that  are  within 
him,  abandons  himself  to  his  forlorn  condition,  and  bears  alone  the 
burden  that  should  be  shared  with  his  medical  adviser. 

This  estrangement  between  physician  and  patient  doubtless 
has  its  origin  in  the  idea  of  criminality  that  is  associated  with 
the  fact  of  intemperance;  and  it  is  only  needful  that  it  should  be 
publicly  recognized  as  a  disease,  in  order  to  secure  confidence  and 
freedom  on  both  sides.  Until  this  is  done,  there  can  be  no  reason¬ 
able  basis  for  pi’ofessional  counsel. 

On  the  part  of  physicians  themselves,  there  does  not  seem  to  be  a 
full  appreciation  of  their  position  and  its  requirements.  Let  us  con¬ 
sider  this  a  moment.  It  is  said  that  we,  as  a  profession,  are  doing 
much  to  promote  intemperance  by  the  administration  of  alcoholic 
remedies.  Whether  this  be  true  or  not,  is  a  question  which  each 
one  of  us  should  gravely  consider  for  himself.  We  have  all  the 
varieties  of  intoxicating  beverages,  and  more  than  two  hundred 
alcoholic  remedies,  at  our  command,  for  the  treatment  of  all  sorts 
of  diseases  requiring  stimulants  and  narcotics,  and  it  would 
be  unreasonable,  and  even  arrogant,  to  suppose  that  there  is  not 
occasionally  misdirection  in  their  choice  and  prescription.  All  this 
may  be  acknowledged,  without  admitting  any  more  than  the  falli¬ 
bility  of  human  judgment  and  the  uncertainty  of  human  skill. 
While  we  have  no  sympathy  with  the  wholesale  clamor  against  the 
profession  on  this  account,  we  believe  there  is  need  of  caution  in 
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the  administration  of  intoxicants  to  persons  in  whom  the  tendency 
to  excess  in  their  use  is  apparent. 

The  relation  of  our  profession  to  this  subject  is  peculiar,  and, 
for  this  reason,  important  and  responsible.  No  other  class  of  men 
has  a  legal  right  to  authorize  persons  to  use  intoxicants.  Minis¬ 
ters  of  religion  may  teach  the  principles  of  temperance ;  lawyers 
may  stand  in  the  breach  between  the  law  and  the  offender;  lecturers 
may  be  very  eloquent  over  the  evils  of  excess ;  but  physicians  only 
are  authorized  to  prescribe  and  direct  the  use  of  these  articles.  So 
far  as  the  consumer  is  concerned,  he  occupies  a  very  different  posi¬ 
tion  when  he  takes  them  from  the  hand  of  his  medical  adviser,  and 
when  he  goes  of  his  own  accord  to  a  legalized  place  of  sale  and 
purchases  them.  In  the  one  case  he  relieves  himself  of  responsi¬ 
bility,  and  in  the  other  he  assumes  it.  To  him  the  moral  aspect  of 
the  case  is  widely  different. 

What,  then,  is  required  of  us  ?  In  considering  this  question,  we 
are  impressed,  first,  with  the  conviction  that  it  is  our  duty  to  influ¬ 
ence  the  public  mind,  so  far  as  we  may,  in  the  direction  of  sympathy 
for  the  entire  class  of  excessive  drinkers.  Intemperance  is  a  public 
evil,  and,  as  such,  we  must  reach  it  primarily  through  public  senti¬ 
ment.  That  sentiment  should  lay  aside  its  reproach  and  disgust, 
and  adorn  itself  with  charity.  When  this  shall  be  done,  society 
will  have  taken  its  first  step  towards  the  recovery  of  the  inebriate, 
and  its  own  security. 

The  method  which  is  now  popularly  employed  is  to  appeal  to 
the  conscience  of  the  inebriate.  His  conscience  admits  the 
reasonableness  and  justice  of  the  appeal.  He  knows,  but  does 
not  perform.  Like  Paul,  the  apostle,  he  declares:  “For  to  will 
is  present  with  me,  but  how  to  perform  that  which  is  good  I 
find  not.”  A  distinction  is  thus  drawn  between  willing  to  do  a 
thing,  and  the  power  to  do  it ;  and  because  this  distinction  is  not 
incorporated  with  the  morality  which  is  popularly  applied  to  this 
subject,  the  efforts  to  reform  inebriates  by  such  appeals  are  usually 
unsuccessful.  Conscience,  in  such  cases,  is  sensitive — so  sensitive 
that  it  shrinks,  like  a  hurt  child,  from  contact  even  with  what  is 
good  for  it — but  its  power  is  gone.  It  is  a  slave  to  passion.  It 
strives  with  the  gross  and  hurtful,  but  yet  it  is  overcome.  As  a 
philosopher  has  substantially  said :  If  conscience  were  as  powerful 
to  do  as  it  is  sensitive  to  feel,  and  authoritative  to  direct,  the  world 
would  soon  find  itself  on  the  side  of  right. 

In  addition  to  this,  a  subscription  to  a  pledge  of  total  abstinence 
is  demanded,  and  that  it  may  prove  effectual,  the  influences  of 
association,  and  all  the  dramatic  effect  of  secret  and  imposing 
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rituals  is  added;  but  these  reach  only  exceptional  cases.  The 
result  of  all  this  kind  of  effort,  sustained  by  so  much  talent  and 
piety,  and  continued  so  perseveringly  over  so  many  years,  and 
sometimes  incorporated  with  political  action,  has  not,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  Committee,  accomplished  ivhat  its  friends  and  supporters 
had  reason  to  anticipate.  We  have  no  controversy  with  such 
efforts,  nor  do  we  discredit  their  sincerity  and  earnestness,  but 
simply  deplore  their  failure  to  accomplish  the  good  which  was 
intended. 

As  physicians,  we  have  specific  duties  to  perform.  There  is 
reason  to  fear  that  alcoholic  liquors  are  employed  too  freely, 
especially  among  young  persons  ;  and  that  such  practice  is  pro¬ 
ductive  of  evil  consequences.  We  should  see  to  it  that  we  do 
nothing  that  may  prove  the  occasion  for  excess  on  the  part  of  those 
who  commit  themselves  to  our  care,  if  it  can  be  avoided.  We  are 
also  called  upon  to  instruct  the  families  for  whom  we  prescribe, 
and  the  communities  in  which  we  live,  concerning  both  the  causes 
of  intemperance,  and  the  uses  of  alcohol.  Popular  ethics  classes 
all  beverages  containing  alcohol  among  the  poisons,  and  popular 
ignorance  raises  its  voice  against  their  use  on  this  account.  Not¬ 
withstanding  this,  one  truth  still  exists,  viz.,  that  nature,  science, 
and  experience  cannot  be  obliterated  by  the  clamorous  platitudes 
of  men  who,  however  good  their  intentions  may  be,  are  not  the 
competent  tribunal  by  whom  this  question  of  the  use  of  alcohol  is  to 
be  determined.  Nature  is  the  founder,  science  the  expositor,  and 
experience  the  judge,  by  whom  we  are  to  be  guided  in  the  decision 
of  this  question. 

We  have  seen  that  the  experience  of  mankind  the  world  over 
testifies  to,  and  defends,  the  use  of  such  excitants  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  exhilaration  and  enjoyment.  Let  us  now  notice  the 
•never-to-be-forgotten  fact,  that  they  are  also  used  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  supporting  the  system  in  the  absence  of  ordinary  food. 
That  this  is  the  case  is  one  of  the  most  astonishing  results  of 
human  discovery.  Anstie  reports  well-authenticated  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  instances  of  the  power  of  alcoholic  liquors  not  only  to 
sustain  life  in  disease,  but  to  supplement  food  in  conditions  of 
health ;  and  it  is  probable  that  such  instances  have  occurred  in  the 
experience  of  most  of  the  members  of  this  Society.  He  speaks  of 
alcohol  as  an  article  of  diet,  and  you  may  remember  the  case  of 
the  octogenarian  soldier,  who  had  subsisted  for  twentjr  j^ears,  in 
good  health,  on  a  bottle  of  gin,  and  a  small  crust  of  bread  daily. 
It  is  a  well-known  fact,  that  the  coca  chewers  of  Peru  are  capable 
of  sustaining  a  vast  amount  of  labor  for  a  very  long  time  without 
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food,  if  they  can  be  allowed  their  accustomed  quantity  of  coca. 
The  power  of  tobacco,  also,  to  compensate  the  want  of  ordinary 
food,  is  too  well  known,  not  only  by  consumers  of  the  weed,  but  by 
all  well-informed  persons,  to  need  demonstration.  Soldiers,  during 
our  late  war,  frequently  and  cheerfully  sacrificed  a  ration  for  the 
sake  of  a  “  quid.” 

Opium  is  remarkable  for  this  compensating  property.  East¬ 
ern  travellers  have  publicly  declared,  that  their  horsemen  and 
guides  would  do  more  work  under  the  stimulation  of  moderate 
quantities  of  opium,  than  by  taking  the  habitual  meal  without 
it.  The  workmen  in  opium  factories  enjoy  as  good  health  as  those 
who  work  in  other  factories.  According  to  De  Quincey,  the 
operatives  in  the  mills  of  Manchester  use  the  drug,  not  to  pro¬ 
duce  exhilaration,  but  to  relieve  what  we  have  referred  to  in  this 
report,  as  an  uneasy,  restless  feeling,  but  what  he  calls  a  sense  of 
fatigue  and  depression.  It  is  for  this  purpose  it  is  commonly  used 
among  the  Orientals ;  but  as  its  repetition  is  necessary  to  keep  up 
the  impression,  the  habit  gradually  fixes  itself  in  the  system. 

Objection  is  made  to  the  use  of  alcohol,  because  its  effect  is  to 
stimulate  temporarily,  and  it  requires  repetition.  We  submit  that 
this  objection  does  not  benefit  the  argument  against  the  use  of  alcohol. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  food  we  eat,  and  the  air  we  breathe. 
We  constantly  need  the  punctually  returning  meal,  and  the  ever 
present  vital  influence  of  atmospheric  air.  The  suspension  of  either 
would  be  fatal. 

It  is  assumed,  also,  that  alcohol  is  not  transformed  in  the  system. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  water,  without  which  we  cannot  survive. 
It  is  water  all  the  time,  and  escapes  in  the  same  quantity  that 
it  is  received  into  the  body.  In  admitting  this  assumption  (that 
alcohol  is  not  transformed)  for  the  sake  of  argument,  your  Com¬ 
mittee  do  not  adopt  it  as  true,  because  the  most  reliable  ob¬ 
servers  and  experimenters  upon  the  subject  have  demonstrated 
that  alcohol  may  be  appropriated  by  the  system,  and  sustain 
life  in  the  same  way  that  food  is  appropriated,  and  enters  into 
the  nutrition  of  the  body.  Close  observation  in  the  alcoholic  treat¬ 
ment  of  certain  diseases  will  frequently  discover  this  fact.  Large 
quantities  may  be  taken  by  the  patient,  and  there  is  neither  exha¬ 
lation  of  alcoholic  odor  from  the  lungs,  or  trace  of  it  in  any  of  the 
secretions. 

We  do  not  present  these  facts  as  arguments  in  favor  of  the 
habitual  use  of  alcohol  or  any  other  inebriant,  but  simply  as  physio¬ 
logical  truths  which  we  cannot  gainsa}v  It  is  bad  logic  and  phi¬ 
losophy,  and  worse  than  bad  physiology  and  therapeutics,  to  object 
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to  the  use  of  alcohol  on  the  ground  that  it  is  a  poison,  or  that  it 
is  not  assimilated. 

In  urging  upon  the  non-medical  advocates  of  reform  to  award  to 
alcohol  its  true  place  and  power,  we  are  but  fortifying  them  with 
truth,  without  which  no  cause  will  prosper.  There  are  natural  and 
prudential  reasons  why  alcohol  should  be  used  with  the  utmost 
caution,  and  there  is  no  need  of  straining  truth,  or  perverting 
scientific  facts  in  order  to  find  arguments  in  favor  of  temperance. 

Relation  op  the  State. — The  next  point  to  which  we  invite 
attention  is  the  relation  of  the  State  to  this  subject,  and,  in  dis¬ 
cussing  it,  we  may  simply  advert  to  her  position  towards  others 
who  claim  her  cai'e.  It  is  taken  for  granted,  by  all  classes,  that 
the  number  of  habitual  inebriates  in  Pennsylvania,  is  much  greater 
than  all  the  insane,  blind,  deaf-mutes,  etc.,  for  whom  the  State  makes 
liberal  provision,  and  it  is  assumed  by  sociologists,  and  heralded 
throughout  the  land,  that  intemperance  is  one  of  the  chief  causes 
of  these  several  maladies  ;  yet,  while  we  have  institutions  reared  by 
public  and  private  benefactions  for  all  of  them,  neither  the  wisdom  of 
our  legislators,  nor  the  philanthropy  of  our  people  has  comprehended 
the  necessity  of  offering  shelter,  and  furnishing  judicious  care  for  a 
class  of  persons,  of  whom  there  are  none  more  cultivated  in  intellect, 
more  generous  in  heart,  or  more  capable,  under  conditions  of  health, 
of  adding  to  the  culture  and  prosperity  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  question  ma}^  be  asked,  What  experience  have  we  to  justify  the 
establishment  of  institutions  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  persons 
who  are  addicted  to  alcoholic  and  opium  excess  ?  Our  answer  is 
that  the  experiment  has  been  successfully  tried  in  Massachusetts 
and  New  York,  under  the  patronage  of  these  Stales,  and,  for  the 
last  two  years,  at  Media,  Pennsylvania,  by  a  private  corporation. 
The  results  have  been  more  satisfactory  than  with  any  other  class 
of  hospital  practice,  excepting  only  accidents  and  acute  diseases. 
Your  Committee  believe  it  is  not  claimed  by  any  of  the  distin¬ 
guished  gentlemen  who  have  charge  of  hospitals  for  the  insane  in  this 
country  that  even  twenty  per  cent,  of  chronic  cases  recover;  and 
chronic  cases  are  generally  understood  to  be  those  whose  insanity 
has  existed  more  than  a  year.  Patients,  however,  who  have  been 
addicted  to  excess  in  the  use  of  alcohol,  opium,  etc.  from  five  to 
twenty  years,  have  recovered  in  a  larger  proportion  than  is  claimed 
for  chronic  insanity,  though  such  persons,  if  they  would  continue 
free  from  danger,  should  totally  abstain  from  intoxicants. 

Another  question  is  not  unfrequently  asked,  to  wit :  Are  the  cures 
permanent?  Prom  ignorant  or  unprofessional  minds  this  question 
may  be  excusable,  but  from  physicians  it  is  quite  the  reverse.  It  is 
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a  question  the  propriety  of  which  we  would  not  acknowledge,  as 
related  to  any  other  known  disease.  We  attend  patients  with 
fever,  rheumatism,  pneumonia,  etc.,  and  they  recover ;  but  no  con¬ 
scientious  and  intelligent  practitioner  will  say  “the  cure  is  per¬ 
manent,”  and  advise  his  patient  to  go  into  the  world  again, 
pursue  his  business,  and  expose  himself  to  all  the  influences  which 
induced  his  attack,  with  the  assurance  that  he  will  never  have  a 
recurrence  of  the  disease.  We  send  our  patients  to  hospitals  for 
the  insane,  and  to  general  hospitals,  according  to  their  necessities ; 
but  the  physicians  in  charge  of  such  institutions  do  not  send  them 
back  to  us  cured,  and  tell  us  “the  cure  is  permanent.”  Such  a 
statement  would  imply  a  re-creation  of  the  patient  without  the 
tendencies  and  infirmities  common  to  men. 

The  testimony  of  those  whose  experience  in  this  matter  entitles 
their  opinion  to  consideration  and  influence,  is  that  from  thirty  to 
fifty  per  cent,  of  patients  in  institutions  for  the  intemperate,  who 
were  formerly  a  burden  to  their  families,  return  again  to  society, 
capable  of  successful  occupation  in  the  affairs  of  life.  That  this 
percentage  is  large  and  satisfactory  all  will  admit,  and  that  it 
may  be  increased  with  advanced  knowledge  and  improved  ap¬ 
pliances,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt. 

Are  Inebriates  Insane? — We  have  now  reached  a  point,  in 
this  discussion,  of  great  practical  moment  to  those  who  are  ad¬ 
dicted  to  alcoholic  and  opium  excess.  Are  such  persons  insane  ? 
To  answer  this  question  logically  and  fairly,  we  must  distin¬ 
guish.  The  word  insane,  according  to  its  etymology,  means 
unsound,  and  in  this  indeterminate  sense  is  often  loosely  used. 
If  this  broad  definition  be  accepted,  every  man  who  exhibits  dis¬ 
ordered  mental  action,  is  insane.  Under  it  is  embraced  not  merely 
the  drunkard,  but  all  human  beings.  To  use  the  word  in  this 
sense,  therefore,  would  be  manifestly  unreasonable.  Few  persons 
would  be  willing  to  hazard  the  opinion  that  the  celebrated  Thomas 
De  Quincey  and  Samuel  Coleridge  were  insane,  even  through 
the  years  of  intemperate  indulgence  during  which  their  celebrity 
was  chief!}'  gained.  Men  who  are  intemperate,  either  from  opium 
or  brandy,  are  not,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  men  of  insane  intellect. 
Medical  observation  and  diagnosis  have,  we  think,  distinctl}'  proved 
that  the  diseased  portion  of  the  mind  in  such  cases  is  chiefly  of  the 
will,  not  the  intellect.  They  know,  but  are  impotent  to  perform. 
An  able  medical  writer,  Dr.  John  Reid,  in  speaking  of  nervous  dis¬ 
orders,  says :  “We  often  act  upon  the  ill-founded  idea  that  such 
complaints  are  altogether  dependent  upon  the  power  of  the  will,  a 
notion  which,  in  paradoxical  extravagance,  scarcely  yields  to  the 
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doctrine  that  no  one  need  die,  if  with  sufficient  energy  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  live.” 

An  intoxicated  man  may  have  hallucinations,  be  troublesome, 
and  even  violent,  but  such  irregularities  are  analogous  to  symp¬ 
toms  of  mental  disturbance  that  are  frequently  witnessed  in  the 
course  of  acute  disease — as  the  delirium  in  fever,  and  in  the 
various  forms  of  cerebral  inflammation — and  which  passes  off  in  a 
few  hours  or  days,  without  the  patient  being  considered  insane. 

Hallucinations  and  illusions  may  exist  without  insanity.  They 
do  not  necessarily  involve  perversion  of  intellect  or  judgment.  In¬ 
deed  the  reason  may  be  quite  clear,  and  competent  to  discover  the 
existence  and  causes  of  those  sensations,  without  being  able  to 
control  them.  Writers  upon  this  subject  speak  of  “  insanity  of  the 
will,”  by  which  they  mean  a  perverted  will,  that  prompts  to  extra¬ 
ordinary  acts  which  the  insane  person  commits  with  full  intent,  and 
matured  design,  and  enjoys  satisfaction  with  the  result,  however 
distressing  or  dreadful  it  may  be  to  others.  Many  inebriates  will 
to  abstain  from  excess  in  the  use  of  intoxicants,  and,  indeed,  de¬ 
termine  to  abstain  totally,  until  the  occasion  presents  which  con¬ 
trols  the  will,  but  does  not  pervert  it. 

They  act  in  opposition  to  it.  They  are  captives,  and  the  will 
yields  to  the  insatiable  demand  of  physical  unrest  and  depression,  or 
moral  infirmity.  When  it  is  over,  they  are  stung  with  the  bitterest 
remorse,  and  sink  into  the  deepest  penitence  and  sorrow.  Such, 
however,  are  not  the  fruits  of  insanity. 

If  these  propositions  are  true,  it  is  clear  that  institutions  for  in¬ 
sane  persons  are  not  the  best  means  for  the  restoration  of  the  class 
we  are  considering,  and  we  think  we  have  the  concurrent  judgment 
of  most,  if  not  all,  experts  in  the  department  of  insanity,  in  support 
of  this  opinion. 

The  Opium  Habit. — In  conclusion,  your  Committee  beg  leave 
to  refer  briefly  to  a  single  fact  concerning  opium,  without  which 
this  report  would  not  cover  the  whole  subject  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  opinion  that  the  opium  habit  is  greatly  on  the  increase  in 
nearly  all  communities  seems  to  be  gaining  strength,  and  especially 
does  it  seem  to  be  increasing  in  those  communities  and  states 
where  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  is  prohibited  by  law. 

It  is  generally  admitted  that  opium  and  alcohol  are  more  largely 
used  in  medicine  than  any  other  drugs,  and  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  effects  of  the  abuse  of  these  two  wonderful  products  are 
most  pernicious  and  destructive.  They  cannot  be  abandoned  as 
remedies.  They  are  too  essential  and  too  potent  to  be  overlooked. 
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They  come  to  us  laden  with  power  for  good,  when  properly  used, 
and  power  for  evil,  when  abused.  Increased  care  on  our  part,  in 
creased  intelligence  concerning  their  true  qualities  and  place,  on 
the  part  of  the  people ;  and  a  sounder  philosophy  on  the  whole 
question  of  human  necessities,  by  public  teachers,  will  do  much  to 
correct  the  evils  from  which  the  community  now  suffers. 

We  have  stated  that  from  thirty  to  fifty  per  cent,  of  cases  of 
habitual  alcoholic  intoxication  are  curable,  and  we  now  make  the 
additional  statement,  that  from  our  own  observation,  ninety  per 
cent,  of  opium  cases  are  curable,  under  institution  treatment. 

Your  Committee  regret  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  present  a 
more  complete  and  exhaustive  report ;  but  with  very  little  literature, 
and  still  less  authority  on  the  subject,  we  have  been  compelled  to 
draw  upon  our  own  limited  observation  and  experience  for  most  of 
our  propositions  and  conclusions;  and  we  ask  for  them  a  candid 
review  and  criticism  by  the  profession,  whose  responsible  and  dig¬ 
nified  prerogative  as  teachers  and  reformers  has  been  frankly  set 
forth  in  the  body  of  this  report. 

JOSEPH  PARRISH, 

EDWARD  WALLACE, 

WM.  B.  ATKINSON, 

JAMES  KING, 

JACOB  PRICE, 

Committee . 


Erie,  Pa.,  June  9,  1868. 


E  E  P  0  E  T 


OF  THE 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  ADMISSION  OF  PATIENTS  INTO  INSANE 

ASYLUMS. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  urge  upon  the  legislature  “the 
propriety  of  enacting  a  law  which  shall  so  determine  the  relations  of 
the  insane  as  to  protect  the  medical  profession  in  giving  certificates 
of  insanity,  the  insane  from  improper  influences,  and  the  community 
generally  from  injustice  and  oppression,”  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
report  that  they  prepared  and  presented  to  the  legislature  a  memo¬ 
rial  and  project  of  a  law. 

The  bill  was  presented  in  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
General  Committee,  who  appointed  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
hearing  those  interested  in  the  matter.  At  the  same  time,  some 
parties  who  have  been  for  more  than  a  year  using  the  public  press 
for  the  purpose  of  injuring  several  members  of  our  profession  spe¬ 
cially  connected  with  hospitals  for  the  insane,  having  obtained  a 
copy  of  the  bill  of  the  Committee,  added  to  it  several  sections 
designed  to  annoy  and  perplex  superintendents  of  hospitals  for  the 
insane.  The  Senate  committee  adopted  several  of  these  amend¬ 
ments,  and  the  law  as  it  now  stands  on  the  statute-book  contains  all 
the  good  features  of  your  Committee’s  bill,  with  two  objectionable 
clauses  of  the  bill  as  modified  by  the  Senate  committee. 

It  is  proper  to  state  in  this  connection  that  the  Committee  were 
very  greatly  indebted  for  success  in  securing  the  passage  of  the  law 
to  the  exertions  and  good  offices  of  one  of  the  former  Presidents  of 
this  Society,  and  late  Speaker  of  the  State  Senate — Dr.  Wilmer 
Worthington. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  CURWEN, 

TRAILL  GREEN, 

JAMES  KING, 

J.  S.  CRAWFORD, 

RICHARD  J.  DUNGLISON. 

Committee. 
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MEMORIAL. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 

of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania : — 

The  Committee  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  “  appointed  to  urge  upon  the  Legislature  the  propriety  of 
enacting  a  law  which  shall  so  determine  the  relations  of  the  insane 
as  to  protect  the  medical  profession  in  giving  certificates  of  in¬ 
sanity,  the  insane  from  improper  influences,  and  the  community 
generally  from  injustice  and  oppression,”  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
present  a  statement  of  the  facts  and  considerations  which,  in  their 
opinion,  render  necessary  the  enactment  of  a  law  to  define  the  legal 
relations  of  the  insane. 

The  statute  book  of  this  commonwealth  contains  no  law  regu¬ 
lating,  in  a  clear  and  distinct  manner,  the  mode  of  admission  of 
patients,  supported  by  their  relatives  or  by  their  own  funds,  into 
any  hospital  for  the  insane. 

In  1152,  the  Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  of  whom 
Benjamin  Franklin  was  one,  provided  that,  previous  to  the  admis¬ 
sion  of  any  insane  person  into  that  institution,  the  parties  applying 
for  such  admission  should  furnish  the  certificate  of  a  physician  to 
the  insanity  of  the  individual;  should  make  a  written  request, 
signed  by  a  near  relative  or  friend,  for  the  admission;  and  should 
execute  a  bond,  with  satisfactory  security,  for  the  payment  of  the 
expenses  incurred  by  the  individual  for  medical  attendance  and 
other  necessary  matters  while  in  the  hospital;  and  when  that  bond 
was  so  executed,  an  order  was  indorsed  on  it  by  the  manager  with 
whom  the  arrangement  was  made,  directed  to  the  physician  of  the 
hospital,  requiring  him  to  receive  said  person  into  the  institution. 

That  plan  has  been  in  operation  in  that  hospital  to  the  present 
day,  and  has  also  been  substantially  adopted  bjr  all  the  other  hos¬ 
pitals  of  the  State  for  that  class  of  patients. 

Two  conventions  to  form  a  constitution  for  this  State  have  been 
held  since  that  plan  was  drawn  up  and  rendered  obligatory  for  the 
admission  of  the  insane  into  that  hospital ;  and  so  well  were  they 
satisfied  with  its  practical  operation,  that  they  did  not  consider  it 
desirable  to  make  any  change.  The  courts  in  all  parts  of  the  State, 
when  the  matter  has  been  brought  before  them,  have  affirmed  the 
validity  of  that  plan. 

During  the  long  period  which  that  plan  has  been  in  operation, 
now  nearly  one  hundred  and  twenty  years,  very  few,  if  any,  cases 
have  been  admitted  into  the  hospitals  for  the  insane  where  there 
were  not  clear  and  positive  indications  of  insanity,  sufficient  to 
justify  detention;  and  where  any  cases  of  doubt  have  arisen,  they 
have  been  found  to  be  those  in  which  professional  and  non-profes¬ 
sional  men  differed  in  opinion  as  to  the  state  of  the  case. 

We  lay  it  down  as  a  matter  not  admitting  of  controversy,  that 
the  determination  of  the  question  of  the  insanity  of  any  individual 
is  strictly  a  medical  question,  as  much  as  the  diagnosis  of  any  ob¬ 
scure  and  difficult  disease  of  the  lungs,  or  any  other  organ  of  the 
body. 
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Iii  the  light  of  the  most 1  recent  investigations^-it  is  held  by  all 
medical  men  who  have  given  attention  to  this  branch  of  medical 
science,  that  all  mental  disorders  must  be  looked  upon  as  originat¬ 
ing  from  diseased  or  disordered  conditions  of  the  bodily  sj^stem, 
and  that  a  proper  system  of  hygienic  and  medical  treatment  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  prompt  restoration  of  such  disorders  ; 
and  it  is  also  established  by  the  most  extensive  experience  and 
observation  that  proper  and  prompt  treatment  in  the  earliest  stages 
of  the  mental  disorder  is  successful  in  the  great  majority  of  cases 
in  restoring  them  to  renewed  mental  and  bodily  health,  and  thus  to 
the  enjoyment  of  their  social  privileges  and  rights  and  their  public 
duties. 

In  order  then  to  give  the  greatest  facilities  for  prompt  and  suc¬ 
cessful  treatment,  it  is  contended  that  no  impediment  should  be 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  earliest  and  easiest  admission  into  our 
institutions  for  the  insane;  that  all,  of  every  class  and  condition, 
may  be  able  readily  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities  offered 
by  these  institutions;  and  that  thus  the  insane  maybe  more  quickly 
restored,  the  families  and  friends  relieved  from  the  distress  and 
trouble  incident  to  the  proper  care  of  them  at  home,  and  the  com¬ 
munity  guarded  from  the  danger  to  life  and  property  by  insane 
persons  allowed  to  go  at  large,  or  only  very  inefficiently  watched 
by  their  friends. 

It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  owing  to  the  peculiar  character 
of  the  disorder,  insanity  cannot  be  properly  treated  in  a  private 
family,  unless  in  exceptional  cases.  The  dislikes  and  distrust 
which,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  are  entertained  towards  those 
nearest  and  dearest  to  them,  the  necessity  for  a  removal  from 
scenes  and  associations  which  may  have  caused  the  disorder,  and 
tend  to  keep  up  all  its  unpleasant  features,  the  injurious  influences 
upon  the  other  members  of  the  family  caused  by  the  necessity  for 
constant  attention  and  watchfulness  by  day  and  by  night,  thus 
depriving  them  of  that  rest  so  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
their  own  mental  and  bodily  health,  in  connection  with  the  danger 
to  the  mental  integrity  of  the  younger  members  of  a  household  by 
constantly  seeing  and  hearing  the  actions  and  language  prompted 
by  a  disordered  mind,  all  confirm  the  opinion  that  a  properly  regu¬ 
lated  hospital  for  the  insane  is  the  only  place  where  regular  and 
successful  treatment  can  be  efficiently  carried  out. 

In  the  organization  of  every  hospital  for  the  insane,  it  is  now 
imperatively  held  that  every  appliance  should  be  introduced  which, 
science  has  dictated,  can  be  made  instrumental  in  diverting  the 
mind  from  its  morbid  tendencies;  that  all  the  appointments  and 
apartments  should  be  made  as  pleasant  and  homelike  as  is  compati¬ 
ble  with  the  best  welfare  of  the  individual;  that  only  so  much 
deprivation  of  personal  liberty  and  freedom  of  action  should  be 
resorted  to  as  may  be  needed  to  prevent  improper  desires  and  in¬ 
fluences  from  acting  on  the  patient;  and,  while  keeping  in  view  the 
great  and  paramount  object  of  such  institutions,  the  restoration  of 
disordered  minds,  to  make  everything  concur  towards  securing 
that  all  important  point  in  the  easiest  and  most  pleasant  manner. 

We  are  firm  in  the  opinion  that  families  and  friends  alone  have 
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the  exclusive  right  to  make  such  provision  as  to  them  shall  seem 
most  suitable  for  the  proper  care  and  treatment  of  any  of  their 
family  or  relatives  who  may  unfortunately  become  insane,  unless 
some  violation  of  the  law  of  the  land  renders  it  imperative  on  the 
public  authorities  to  take  cognizance  of  the  act.  The  principle  is 
recognized  in  all  other  cases,  and  we  can  see  no  sufficient  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  as  fully  carried  out  in  cases  of  mental  dis¬ 
order  ;  but  rather  as  the  disorder  involves  these  faculties  which 
guide  and  govern  the  individual  in  all  his  relations,  when  these 
faculties  are  disordered,  a  more  imperative  duty  is  laid  on  those 
most  nearly  connected  by  ties  of  blood  and  kindred  to  make  such 
provisions  as  they  themselves  are  incapacitated  from  making ;  and 
no  one  can  feel  the  necessity  more  keenly  than  those  on  whom  it  is 
devolved  by  what  eminent  legal  authority  has  denominated  “  the 
great  law  of  humanity.” 

But  it  may  be,  and  has  been  said,  that  relatives  often  make  im¬ 
proper  use  of  their  relationship  to  relieve  themselves  of  the  care 
and  attention  to  those  who  are  helpless  by  reason  of  mental  dis¬ 
order,  and  consign  them  to  the  care  of  strangers. 

Allowing  that  such  things  are  done,  is  it  not  better,  if  any  hos¬ 
pital  for  the  insane  will  receive  and  carefully  provide  for  their 
comfort,  and  give  them  the  benefit  of  exercise,  amusements,  and 
such  pleasures  as  they  can  enjoy,  that  they  should  be  there  placed 
rather  than  kept  at  home  closely  confined  in  a  room  where  they 
are  shut  off  from  all  cofnpany  and  compelled  to  pass  their  daj^s  in 
dreary  seclusion,  with  only  the  occasional  presence  of  some  one  to 
bring  them  the  necessaries  of  life  ?  Can  any  law  of  the  land,  how¬ 
ever  stringent,  implant  in  those  who  have  them  not,  the  proper 
feelings  and  affections  towards  the  infirm  and  insane  ?  Do  not 
“  unfeeling  relatives,”  treat  the  sick  and  feeble  in  body  with  ne¬ 
glect,  and  refuse  to  them  those  kind  ministrations  which  would  so 
much  aid  in  the  relief  of  their  disorders  and  distresses  ?  Is  it  a 
legitimate  argument  against  the  excellence  of  any  plan  that  per¬ 
sons,  actuated  by  improper  motives,  occasionally  endeavor  to  abuse 
that  plan  to  subserve  their  own  purposes  of  relief  from  the  care  of 
those  to  whom  they  are  bound  by  the  ties  of  kindred  ?  Have  we 
a  right  to  impugn  the  correctness  of  their  motives  or  their  manner 
of  action  when  we  know  nothing  of  their  peculiar  circumstances  or 
the  difficulties  they  experience  ?  Countless  blessings  have  been 
conferred  on  untold  members  of  families  and  individuals  by  the 
readiness  with  which  they  have  been  enabled  to  place  their  friends 
under  hospital  care  and  treatment  by  the  present  method  against 
which  no  argument  can  be  framed  except  b}^  those  whose  fancy  is 
more  vivid  than  their  judgment  is  sound.  Consult  any  one  of  the 
thousands  who  by  this  method  have  been  placed  in  hospitals,  and 
have  been  restored  to  health  of  mind  and  body,  and  their  uniform 
testimony  will  be  to  the  excellence  of  the  method,  and  gratitude 
for  their  restoration.  Those  who  strenuously  object  to  it  are  those 
who  having  been  under  treatment  for  a  time  were  removed  before 
their  minds  were  relieved  of  the  disordered  condition  which  ren¬ 
dered  their  temporary  detention  necessary,  and  who  bear  a  linger- 
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ing  dislike  to  all  wlio  have  been  in  any  way  connected  with  the 
means  used  to  bring  them  to  their  former  healthy  frame  of  mind. 

But  what  is  proposed  in  place  of  this  plan,  which  has  the  sanction 
of  long-tried  experience  and  judicial  confirmation? 

We  are  told  a  judicial  proceeding  of  some  kind  should  be  had  to 
determine  the  fact  of  insanity,  and  have  the  proper  legal  sanction 
for  the  confinement  of  the  individual  in  some  hospital.  Are  medical 
questions  thus  to  be  decided  by  men,  fully  informed  it  may  be  on 
general  subjects,  but  entirely  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  which* 
guide  in  the  proper  diagnosis  of  mental  and  bodily  disorders  ?  And 
what  good  purpose  is  gained  by  taking  the  decision  of  such  questions 
out  of  the  hands  of  medical  men,  and  placing  them  in  the  hands  of 
judges  and  a  jury  of  twelve  men?  None  whatever,  so  far  as  we  are 
able  to  see,  but  much  harm  to  the  insane  by  unreasonable  delays  in 
obtaining  the  necessary  sanction  for  the  admission  of  a  patient  into 
a  hospital,  and  thus  cruelly  depriving  them  of  the  advantages  de¬ 
rived  from  prompt  treatment  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  disorder ; 
by  needless  publicity  of  the  infirmities  and  troubles  of  families  and 
individuals;  and  by  confirming  in  the  minds  of  the  insane  the  im¬ 
pression,  too  often  held,  that  they  are  criminals,  and  thus  giving 
countenance  to  the  idea,  which  all  right-minded  people  have  for 
3Tears  been  endeavoring  to  efface,  that  the  insane  were  to  be  treated 
as  criminals,  and  not  as  those  who  were  afflicted  with  the  severest 
form  of  disorder  to  which  flesh  is  subject. 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  effect  of  a  judicial  proceeding 
on  the  welfare  of  the  insane,  by  a  statement  of  some  matters  which 
inhere  in  all  judicial  proceedings.  The  delay  of  the  law  is  pro¬ 
verbial.  Out  of  the  large  cities  an  interval  of  three  months,  and  in 
some  places  probably  more,  intervenes  between  the  sessions  of  the 
courts,  and  what  must  then  be  done  in  cases  of  urgent  necessity  ? 
But  allowing  the  court  to  be  in  session,  an  application  is  made  to 
the  court  to  decide  on  the  insanity  of  an  individual ;  the  court 
directs  the  usual  notices  to  be  served  on  the  different  parties,  which 
will  require  at  least  ten  days ;  the  case  then  comes  up,  and  it  is 
found  that,  from  sickness  or  some  other  cause,  several  important 
witnesses  are  absent,  and  the  case  is  again  postponed  to  some  future 
day ;  and,  should  the  district  contain  several  counties,  the  appoint¬ 
ments  of  the  judge  may  be  such,  in  other  parts  of  the  district,  as 
not  to  allow  him  to  hear  the  case  for  one  or  two  months,  or  even 
more.  What  is  to  be  done  with  the  patient  during  this  time?  Time 
very  valuable  to  the  restoration  of  the  patient  is  thus  wasted  and 
really  lost,  and  the  disease  may  become  fixed.  The  case  may  be  one 
of  high  maniacal  excitement,  requiring  the  most  prompt  and  careful 
management,  for  in  many  of  these  cases  the  issue  of  life  or  death  is 
decided  within  two  weeks;  or  it  may  be  a  case  of  melancholy,  with 
strong  suicidal  disposition,  where  the  most  vigilant  attention  and 
watchfulness  are  needed ;  or  it  may  be  one  of  high  excitement,  with 
strong  homicidal  tendency ;  or  a  delicate  female  whose  language 
and  actions  are  the  extreme  reverse  of  her  natural  healthy  state  of 
mind ;  or  a  female  in  such  a  state  of  bodily  health  that  no  one  of 
any  refined  or  proper  feelings  would  think  for  a  moment  of  exposing 
her  to  the  gaze  of  strangers.  The  human  mind  is  of  such  delicate 
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organization  that,  in  a  disordered  condition,  influences  unsuspected 
by  others  produce  such  deep  impressions  that  no  human  power  can 
efface  them  ;  and  would  not  the  scenes  witnessed  and  the  impressions 
received  on  such  a  sensitive  surface,  in  a  crowded  court-room,  be  so 
photographed  as  to  be  ever  vivid  and  present  afterwards  ? 

In  neither  of  the  cases  mentioned,  and  they  are  only  samples  of 
a  larger  number  which  might  be  mentioned,  could  the  deliberations 
of  the  court  be  carried  on  with  any  satisfaction.  There  is  still 
another  aspect  of  the  effects  of  this,  deserving  very  serious  con¬ 
sideration,  as  it  affects  the  welfare  of  the  families  of  the  afflicted, 
or  of  the  community  in  which  they  live.  A  case  of  high  maniacal 
excitement  will  require  the  attendance  of  several  persons  day  and 
night,  and  in  an  unguarded  moment  the  patient  may  seize  some 
article  and  kill  one  of  those  watching  him ;  or  the  individual  with 
strong  suicidal  disposition  may  relieve  his  friends  of  all  further 
care  by  taking  his  life  when  his  friends  are  thrown  off  their  guard ; 
or  some  buildings  may  be  fired,  some  individual  met  on  the  street 
or  road  and  struck  down  without  warning  or  means  of  defence. 
Will  any  one,  who  has  read  the  newspapers  within  the  last  year, 
say  that  these  are  exaggerated  statements  ?  Have  not  communities 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  been  startled  by  some  fearful  crime  com¬ 
mitted  by  an  insane  person  allowed  to  be  at  large,  or  waiting  proper 
action  to  secure  his  confinement  and  treatment  ?  Is  greater  liberty 
to  be  given  for  the  repetition  of  similar  acts  and  crimes,  by  causing 
unnecessary  delays  in  the  admission  of  the  insane  into  hospitals, 
because  some  one  fancies  that  now  and  then  an  individual  is  im¬ 
properly  sent  to  a  hospital  ?  If  any  one  fancies  a  wrong  has  been 
done,  the  law  provides  ample  remedy;  but,  in  the  name  of  all  that 
is  just  and  right  and  humane,  let  us  not  expose  a  whole  community 
to  loss  of  life  or  destruction  of  property  while  the  question  of  the 
proper  remedy  of  that  fancied  wrong  is  under  discussion  and  in¬ 
vestigation.  Moreover,  legislation  must  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
greatest  number,  and  not  for  exceptional  cases  which  may  not  arise 
once  in  five  or  ten  years,  and,  when  thejT  do  arise,  can  always  be 
properly  met  by  existing  laws. 

The  matter  of  the  additional  expense  to  the  community,  caused 
by  the  investigation  of  such  cases,  might  also  well  deserve  earnest 
consideration,  for  in  many  places  special  sessions  of  the  court  would 
have  to  be  held  to  hear  and  determine  cases  constantly  arising. 

It  may  be  safely  asserted  that  out  of  every  five  hundred  cases 
admitted  into  our  hospitals  for  the  insane,  not  more  than  one  can 
be  found  in  whose  case  any  rational  doubt  could  be  entertained  of 
the  fact  of  their  insanity;  and  for  this  exceptional  case,  for  which 
the  law  provides  in  the  amplest  manner,  we  are  asked  to  compel  the 
remaining  four  hundred  and  ninety-nine  to  submit  to  forms  and 
proceedings  abhorrent  to  their  feelings,  oppressive  to  many  by  their 
exactions,  and  making  public  what  every  one  of  proper  feeling  de¬ 
sires  to  keep  as  private  as  possible. 

People  are  naturally  averse  to  having  their  private  family  affairs 
exposed  to  the  inspection  and  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
community,  and  they  would  not  take  any  measures  to  have  their 
relatives  suffering  from  mental  disorder  placed  in  hospitals  when 
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the  admission  to  these  institutions  was  to  be  by- means  of  some 
judicial  proceeding,  no  matter  how  carefully  these  forms  might  be 
guarded.  It  naturally  bears  to  them  the  impress  of  an  investiga¬ 
tion  into  their  domestic  and  social  relations,  and  to  that  they  very 
reasonably  object.  Let  any  man,  anxious  for  such  a  judicial  pro¬ 
ceeding,  consider  what  his  own  feelings  would  be  when  the  matter 
was  brought  home  to  him  by  the  insanity  of  a  wife,  a  daughter,  or 
any  near  relative,  and  the  subject  will  then  assume  to  him  the  rela¬ 
tions  in  which  he  should  regard  it  when  applied  to  others.  In  no 
country  are  the  restrictions  thrown  by  law  around  the  admission 
into  hospitals  of  insane  persons,  supported  by  their  own  funds  or 
by  those  of  their  friends,  greater  than  in  England,  and  nowhere 
have  the  insane,  in  the  care  of  their  friends,  suffered  more  from  the 
want  of  proper  treatment,  and,  as  a  consequence,  have  become,  so 
to  speak,  incurable ;  and  it  is  felt  and  admitted  that  each  year  adds 
to  the  misery  of  this  unfortunate  class,  and  to  the  distress  and 
apprehension  of  their  relatives. 

Your  memorialists  would  therefore  respectfully  urge  upon  your 
honorable  bodies  the  passage  of  a  law,  the  provisions  of  which  are 
annexed,  and  which  they  believe  will  be  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 

The  great  point  to  be  kept  in  view  in  this  class  of  cases  is  to 
avoid  everything  which  would  make  the  fact  of  the  insanity  of  any 
individual  known  beyond  a  very  limited  circle.  All  families  naturally 
feel  sensitive  lest  their  misfortunes  or  their  diseases  should  be  made 
known,  and  this  feeling  should  be  fostered  rather  than  checked, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  the  authority  of  the  family  to  provide  as 
they  may  deem  proper,  according  to  their  means  and  their  inclina¬ 
tions  or  preferences,  should  be  fully  acknowledged.  The  method 
proposed  gives  to  relatives  and  friends  the  authority  to  place  a 
relative  in  a  hospital  for  the  insane  after  a  carefully  guarded  pro¬ 
cess  designed  to  prevent  any  undue  advantage  being  taken,  and 
requiring  that  the  genuineness  of  the  certificate  of  the  physician 
shall  be  certified  by  some  judicial  officer.  It  may  be  said  the  cer¬ 
tificates  of  two  physicians  should  be  required  in  all  cases;  this  could 
be  done  in  large  towns  or  thickly  populated  districts,  but  in  certain 
parts  of  the  State  where  the  population  is  much  scattered  that  re¬ 
quirement  would  put  the  parties  to  unnecessary  and  probably  inju¬ 
rious  expense  and  delay,  and  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  it  would 
be  of  no  practical  value,  as  the  insanity  would  not  be  questioned  b}^ 
any  one.  Where  any  doubt  may  arise,  or  there  may  be  a  suspicion 
as  to  the  exact  character  of  the  disorder,  the  provision  is  made  for 
the  certificate  of  two  physicians.  It  will  also  be  seen  that  a  careful 
personal  examination,  made  within  one  week  of  the  date  of  the 
certificate,  is  required,  which  will  obviate  the- objection  often  made 
that  these  certificates  are  given  without  proper  investigation  of  the 
disorder. 

Section  1.  That  insane  persons  may  be  placed  in  a  hospital  for 
the  insane  by  their  legal  guardians,  or  by  their  relatives  or  friends, 
in  case  thejr  have  no  guardians ;  but  never  without  the  certificate 
of  one  or  more  reputable  physicians,  after  a  personal  examination, 
made  within  one  week  of  the  date  thereof;  and  this  certificate  to 
be  duly  acknowledged  and  sworn  to  or  affirmed  before  some  magis- 


ADMISSION  OF  PATIENTS  INTO  INSANE  ASYLUMS. 


325 


trate  or  judicial  officer,  who  shall  certify  to  the  genuneiness  of  the 
signature  and  the  respectability  of  the  signer. 

The  second  section  provides  for  a  class  of  cases  which  occasion¬ 
ally  occur  where  parties  are  dissatisfied  with  the  decision  of  the 
physician  of  the  hospital  and  seek  to  procure  the  release  of  the 
individual :  this  section  introduces  a  third  party  of  three  persons, 
appointed  by  the  court  to  examine  fully  into  the  case  and  report  to 
the  court,  thus  avoiding  unnecessary  publicity  and  placing  the  de¬ 
cision  where,  after  a  full  investigation,  it  must  finall}'  rest  with  the 
court.  It  is  designed  also  to  avoid  the  injurious  effects  of  the 
excitement  produced  by  requiring  the  attendance  of  the  insane 
person  in  court  on  the  hearing  of  a  habeas  corpus.  In  the  mode 
proposed,  the  individual  can  be  examined  at  the  hospital,  and  no 
exposure  or  excitement  accompany  it. 

The  section  reads  thus  :  on  a  written  statement  being  addressed 
by  some  respectable  person,  to  any  law-judge  of  this  commonwealth, 
that  a  certain  person,  then  confined  in  a  hospital  for  the  insane, 
is  not  insane,  and  is  thus  unjustly  deprived  of  his  liberty,  the 
judge,  at  his  discretion,  shall  appoint  a  commission  of  three  persons, 
one  of  whom  at  least  shall  be  a  physician,  and  another  a  lawyer, 
who  shall  hear  such  evidence  as  may  be  offered,  touching  the  merits 
of  the  case,  and  without  summoning  the  party  to  meet  them,  shall 
have  a  personal  interview  with  him,  so  managed  as  to  prevent  him, 
if  possible,  from  suspecting  its  object.  They  shall  report  their 
proceedings  to  the  judge,  and  if,  in  their  opinion,  the  party  is  not 
insane,  the  judge  shall  issue  an  order  for  his  discharge. 

The  plea  of  insanity  has  lately  been  so  frequent]}’  introduced 
as  a  cloak  for  crime,  and  an  acquittal,  on  the  ground  of  insanity, 
has  resulted  in  so  many  cases,  in  the  individual  acquitted  being 
set  free  immediately  after  the  trial,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  the 
community  and  to  the  scandal  of  justice  and  right,  that  some  pro¬ 
vision  seems  needed  to  require,  that  those  thus  acquitted,  shall  be 
placed  where  they  cannot  have  the  means  and  opportunity  of  doing 
injury  to  others.  The  community  has  the  undoubted  right  to  re¬ 
quire  that  those  who  have  committed  high  crimes,  and  seek  to 
escape  the  consequences  of  those  crimes,  by  a  plea  of  insanity, 
shall  be  placed  where  their  disorder  shall  be  properly  treated,  and, 
if  possible,  restored  ;  and  should  they  be  relieved  of  their  disorder, 
the  community  can  also  claim  to  be  fully  certified  of  that  fact,  in 
the  most  ample  and  satisfactory  manner.  These  objects  appear  to 
be  fully  attained  by  the  following  sections. 

Whenever  any  person  is  acquitted  in  a  criminal  suit,  on  the 
grounds  of  insanity,  the  jury  shall  declare  this  fact  in  their  verdict ; 
and  the  court  shall  order  the  prisoner  to  be  committed  to  some 
place  of  confinement,  for  safe  keeping  or  treatment,  there  to  be 
retained  until  he  may  be  discharged  in  the. manner  provided  in  the 
next  section. 

If  any  law-judge  of  this  commonwealth  shall  be  satisfied,  by  the 
evidence  presented  to  him,  that  the  prisoner  has  recovered,  and 
that  the  paroxysm  of  insanity  in  which  the  criminal  act  was  com¬ 
mitted,  was  the  first  and  only  one  he  had  ever  experienced,  he  may 
order  his  unconditional  discharge  ;  if,  however,  it  shall  appear  that 
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such  paroxysm  of  insanity  was  preceded  by  at  least  one  other,  then 
the  court  may,  in  its  discretion,  appoint  a  guardian  of  his  person, 
and  to  him  commit  the  care  Of  the  prisoner ;  said  guardian  giving 
bonds  for  any  damage  his  ward  may  commit :  Provided ,  always , 
that  in  case  of  homicide,  or  attempted  homicide,  the  prisoner  shall 
not  be  discharged,  unless  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  super¬ 
intendent  and  the  managers  of  the  hospital,  and  the  court  before 
which  he  was  tried. 

There  are  always,  in  every  community,  one  or  more  cases  occa¬ 
sionally  arising,  where  an  insane  person  is  at  large,  to  the  alarm 
and  danger  of  the  neighborhood,  and  where  the  friends,  from 
various  causes,  may  hesitate,  or  altogether  decline  to  take  measures 
for  placing  such  individual  in  a  hospital,  and  thus  relieve  the  ap¬ 
prehension  of  the  community  and  afford  an  opportunity  for  proper 
treatment  and  restoration.  The  fifth  section  is  designed  to  provide 
a  remedy  for  this  condition  of  affairs,  and  gives  the  judge  the 
power,  when  fully  satisfied,  by  such  means  as  he  may  deem  ljiost 
satisfactory,  of  the  insanity  of  any  party,  to  commit  him  to  some 
hospital  for  care  and  treatment. 

Insane  persons  ma3r  be  placed  in  a  hospital,  by  order  of  any  law- 
judge,  after  the  following  course  of  proceedings,  viz  :  on  statement 
in  writing,  of  any  respectable  person,  that  a  certain  person  is  insane, 
and  that  the  welfare  of  himself,  or  others,  requires  his  restraint, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  judge  to  appoint  immediately  a  commis¬ 
sion,  who  shall  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  facts  of  the  case. 
This  commission  shall  be  composed  of  three  persons,  one  of  whom, 
at  least,  shall  be  a  physician  and  another  a  lawyer.  In  their  in¬ 
quisition  they  shall  hear  such  evidence  as  may  be  offered,  touching 
the  merits  of  the  case,  as  well  as  the  statements  of  the  party  com¬ 
plained  of,  or  of  his  counsel.  If,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  a  suitable 
case  for  confinement,  the  judge  shall  issue  his  warrant  for  such 
disposition  of  the  insane  person  as  will  secure  the  objects  of  the 
measure. 

The  remaining  sections  require  no  special  explanation.  They 
are  designed  to  provide  for  cases  occasionally  arising,  but  for  which 
no  provision  seems  now  to  be  fully  made. 

Your  memorialists  indulge  the  hope  that  your  honorable  bodies 
will  enact  the  law  asked  for  in  the  interest  of  the  insane,  and  of 
the  community  at  large,  confident  that  by  so  doing  you  will  afford 
the  requisite  statutory  measures  for  the  relief  of  a  large  class,  and 
also  remove  anj’  distrust  which  may  have  arisen  as  to  the  proper 
measures  to  be  adopted  in  cases  which  require  the  prompt  action 
of  their  relatives  for  their  relief  and  restoration. 

TRAILL  GREEN, 

JOHN  CUR  WEN, 
JAMES  KING, 

J.  S.  CRAWFORD, 
JOHN  L.  ATLEE, 

R.  J.  DUNGLISON. 
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AN  ACT 

To  provide  for  the  admission  of  certain  classes  of  the  insane  into  Hospitals  for 
the  Insane,  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  their  discharge  therefrom. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted ,  etc.,  That  insane  persons  may  be  placed 
in  a  hospital  for  the  insane  by  their  legal  guardians,  or  by  their  rela¬ 
tives  or  friends,  in  case  they  have  no  guardians;  but  never  without 
the  certificate  of  one  or  more  reputable  physicians,  after  a  personal 
examination,  made  within  one  week  of  the  date  thereof;  and  this 
certificate  to  be  duly  acknowledged  and  sworn  to,  or  affirmed,  before 
some  magistrate  or  judicial  officer,  who  shall  certify  to  the  genuine¬ 
ness  of  the  signature,  and  to  the  respectability  of  the  signer. 

Sec.  2.  On  a  written  statement  being  addressed  by  some  respect¬ 
able  person  to  any  law-judge,  that  a  certain  person,  then  confined 
in  a  hospital  for  the  insane,  is  not  insane,  and  is  thus  unjustly 
deprived  of  his  liberty,  the  judge,  at  his  discretion,  shall  appoint  a 
commission  of  three  persons,  one  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  be  a  phy¬ 
sician,  and  another  a  lawyer,  who  shall  hear  such  evidence  as  may 
be  offered  touching  the  merits  of  the  case,  and,  without  summoning 
the  party  to  meet  them,  shall  have  a  personal  interview  with  him, 
so  managed  as  to  prevent  him,  if  possible,  from  suspecting  its 
objects.  They  shall  report  their  proceedings  to  the  judge,  and  if, 
in  their  opinion,  the  party  is  not  insane,  the  judge  shall  issue  an 
order  for  his  discharge. 

Sec.  3.  Whenever  any  person  is  acquitted,  in  a  criminal  suit,  on 
the  ground  of  insanity,  the  jury  shall  declare  this  fact  in  their  ver¬ 
dict;  and  the  court  shall  order  the  prisoner  to  be  committed  to 
some  place  of  confinement,  for  safe  keeping  or  treatment,  there  to 
be  retained  until  he  may  be  discharged  in  the  manner  provided  in 
the  next  section. 

Sec.  4.  If  any  law-judge  shall  be  satisfied,  by  the  evidence  pre¬ 
sented  to  him,  that  the  prisoner  has  recovered,  and  that  the  parox- 
3'sm  of  insanity  in  which  the  criminal  act  was  committed  was  the 
first  and  only  one  he  had  ever  experienced,  he  may  order  his  uncon¬ 
ditional  discharge ;  if,  however,  it  shall  appear  that  such  paroxysm 
of  insanity  was  preceded  by  at  least  one  other,  then  the  court  may, 
in  its  discretion,  appoint  a  guardian  of  his  person,  and  to  him  com¬ 
mit  the  care  of  the  prisoner,  said  guardian  giving  bonds  for  any 
damage  his  ward  may  commit :  Provided  always ,  that,  in  case  of 
homicide,  or  attempted  homicide,  the  prisoner  shall  not  be  dis¬ 
charged,  unless  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  superintendent 
and  the  managers  of  the  hospital,  and  the  court  before  which  he 
was  tried. 

Sec.  5.  Insane  persons  may  be  placed  in  a  hospital,  bj^  order  of 
any  law-judge,  after  the  following  course  of  proceedings,  viz:  On 
statement  in  writing,  of  any  respectable  person,  that  a  certain  per¬ 
son  is  insane,  and  that  the  welfare  of  himself  or  of  others  requires 
his  restraint,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  judge  to  appoint  immediately 
a  commission,  who  shall  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  facts  of 
the  case.  This  commission  shall  be  composed  of  three  persons,  one 
of  whom,  at  least,  shall  be  a  physician,  and  another  a  lawyer.  In 
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their  inquisition,  they  shall  hear  such  evidence  as  may  be  offered 
touching  the  merits  of  the  case,  as  well  as  the  statements  of  the 
party  complained  of,  or  his  counsel.  If,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  a 
suitable  case  for  confinement,  the  judge  shall  issue  his  warrant  for 
such  disposition  of  the  insane  person  as  will  secure  the  object  of 
the  measure. 

Sec.  6.  On  statement  in  writing,  to  any  law-judge,  by  some  friend 
of  the  party,  that  a  certain  party,  placed  in  a  hospital  under  the 
fifth  section,  is  losing  his  bodily  health,  and  that  consequently  his 
welfare  would  be  promoted  by  his  discharge,  or  that  his  mental 
disorder  has  so  far  changed  its  character  as  to  render  his  further 
confinement  unnecessary,  the  judge  shall  make  suitable  inquisition 
into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and,  according  to  its  result,  may  or  may 
not  order  the  discharge  of  the  party. 

Sec.  1.  Persons  placed  in  any  hospital  for  the  insane  may  be 
removed  therefrom  by  parties  who  have  become  responsible  for  the 
payment  of  their  expenses:  Provided ,  that  such  obligation  was  the 
result  of  their  own  free  act  and  accord,  and  not  of  the  operation  of 
law,  and  that  its  terms  require  the  removal  of  the  patient  in  order 
to  avoid  further  responsibility. 

Sec.  8.  If  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  any  law-judge  that  a  cer¬ 
tain  insane  person  is  manifestly  suffering  from  the  want  of  proper 
care  or  treatment,  he  shall  order  such  person  to  be  placed  in  some 
hospital  for  the  insane,  at  the  expense  of  those  who  are  legally 
bound  to  maintain  them. 

Sec.  9.  If  the  superintendent  or  officers  of  any  hospital  for  the  in¬ 
sane  shall  receive  any  person  into  the  hospital  after  full  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  this  act,  no  responsibility 
shall  be  incurred  by  them  for  any  detention  in  the  hospital. 
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The  Committee  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  appointed  at  its  annual  meeting  in  June,  1868,  “  to  memorial¬ 
ize  the  State  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the 
State  Medical  Society  to  appoint  an  Inspector  of  Drugs  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,”  would  respectfully  report  that  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  they  had  presented 
to  both  houses  a  memorial  setting  forth  the  evils  resulting  from  the 
extensively  practised  adulteration  of  drugs,  and  praying  them  to 
enact  a  law  which  would  effectually  protect  the  sick  from  the  evils 
referred  to. 

Shortly  after,  upon  learning  that  the  mere  presentation  of  the 
memorial  would  effect  nothing,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
present  a  bill,  upon  which  the  Legislature  could  act,  your  Commit¬ 
tee,  therefore,  at  some  expense  and  trouble,  had  prepared  an  act, 
covering  the  subject  of  adulterating  and  selling  adulterated,  impure, 
and  inert  drugs,  and  had  a  copy  sent  to  each  branch  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature.  In  preparing  this  act,  it  was  found,  however,  that  the 
intention  of  the  resolution  (providing  for  the  appointment  of  the 
Inspector  by  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania) 
could  not  be  effected,  as  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth 
had  given  into  the  hands  of  the  Governor  the  filling  of  all  State- 
offices.  The  clause,  therefore,  was  omitted  and  a  substitute  in¬ 
serted  providing  for  the  appointment  of  the  Inspector  by  the 
Governor,  but  restricting  his  choice  to  three  nominations  to  be 
made  by  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  It 
was  thought  that,  by  this  means,  the  office  would  be  preserved  from 
the  corrupting  influences  of  politics,  and  only  proper  men  be  ob¬ 
tained  to  fill  it. 

The  bill  which  was  presented  to  the  Senate  was  referred,  as  usual, 
to  the  general  Judiciary  Committee,  and  three  days  thereafter  was 
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reported  upon  with  a  “  negative  recommendation.”  The  House 
bill,  however,  was  treated  with  more  consideration.  Mr.  J.  J. 
Rogers,  who  presented  it,  interested  himself  in  its  success,  and  ob¬ 
tained  for  it,  in  the  Judiciary  Committee,  a  careful  consideration. 
The  bill  was  subjected,  in  this  committee,  however,  to  considerable 
modification — the  Inspectorship  being  omitted  and  several  other 
important  clauses  as  well.  In  excuse  for  making  such  important 
changes  it  was  alleged  that  the  objection  of  the  Legislature  to 
creating  a  new  salaried  office,  and  further,  that  the  inquisitorial 
character  of  the  office,  etc.,  would  prevent  the  slightest  chance  of 
its  success,  but  that  as  modified,  there  wms  little  doubt  of  the  bill 
being  acceptable  to  the  m aj or  ity  of  the  members.  Upon  learning 
this,  though  not  approving  of  the  emasculation  which  it  had 
suffered,  your  Committee  requested  Mr.  Rogers  to  urge  the  passage 
of  the  modified  bill,  believing  that  this  much  being  accomplished,  the 
final  attainment  of  our  object,  at  no  distant  time,  would  be  secured. 
The  bill  was,  at  last,  reported  upon  favorably — but  the  opposition 
to  it  was  so  great  from  outside  parties  that  it  was  recommitted  for 
future  modification.  At  this  stage  your  Committee  ceased  to  exert 
themselves  further,  believing,  as  the  session  was  far  advanced,  and 
organized  opposition  to  the  bill  (or  indeed  any  bill  touching  the 
subject)  had  become  so  active  and  powerful,  that  nothing  could  be 
accomplished  at  this  time. 

The  failure  of  the  bill  is  due,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  to 
three  causes. 

1st.  The  indifference  of  the  medical  profession  towards  it. 

2d.  The  opposition  of  the  drug-trade. 

3d.  The  indisposition  of  the  Legislature  to  interest  itself  in  any 
measure  of  reform,  however  meritorious,  unless  it  be  urged  by 
either  political  or  moneyed  influence. 

In  relation  to  the  first  cause,  your  Committee  cannot  refrain  from 
expressing  the  disappointment  they  experienced  at  the  indifference 
generally  shown  towards  the  bill  by  the  medical  profession.  With 
few  exceptions  nothing  was  done  to  assist  the  Committee  to  obtain 
the  passage  of  the  law  contemplated,  and  the  opposition  which  the 
measure  met  with  from  some,  tended  strongly  to  confinn  the  alle¬ 
gation  of  the  druggists  that  it  originated  and  was  urged  only  by 
those  who  expected  to  be  especially  benefited  by  it.  It  was  ex¬ 
pected  that  such  a  bill,  having  for  its  object  the  security  of  both 
patients  and  physicians,  would  have  evoked  on  the  part  of  the 
latter  the  liveliest  interest  and  co-operation.  The  speedy  death, 
however  of  the  Senate  bill,  and  the  more  lingering  one  of  the 
House  bill,  show  conclusively  that  the  influence  of  the  profession 
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was  not  exercised  in  its  support.  Letters  were  written  to  various 
members  of  the  Society  requesting  them  to  exert  themselves  for  it ; 
one  only,  however,  responded. 

Doubtless  the  majority  approved  of  the  measure,  but  few  were 
willing  to  act:  even  at  a  trifling  cost  of  time  and  trouble. 

Owing  to  the  strenuous  opposition  of  the  drug-trade,  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  obtain  an  expression  of  the  profession  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  and  a  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical 
Society  was  accordingly  called  on  March  20th.  At  this  meeting,  but 
one-eighth  of  the  members  were  present,  and  unfortunately  the  con¬ 
flict  of  opinion  was  so  great,  and  the  absence  of  unity  so  apparent, 
that  the  effect  was  most  damaging  to  the  object  desired.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  are  the  preamble  and  resolutions  there  offered. 

Whereas,  A  committee  appointed  by  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  at  its  last  meeting  in  June,  1868,  presented 
to  the  Legislature  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  session,  a  memo¬ 
rial  and  “  act”  relating  to  the  prevention  of  adulteration  of  drugs 
and  medicines  ;  and  whereas,  the  said  “  act”  has  excited  the  hos¬ 
tility  of  the  druggists,  who  are  now  actively  engaged  in  opposing 
the  passage  of  any  law  looking  to  the  suppression  of  the  evil  re¬ 
ferred  to ;  and  whereas,  the  bill  now  pending  in  the  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  is  framed  solely  with  the  view  of  securing  to  the  com- 
munity  pure  and  unadulterated  drugs,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
interfering  with  the  business  of  any  honest  druggist ;  and  as  the 
object  of  the  bill  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  Every  family  and 
individual  in  the  community  ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved ,  That  the  action  taken  by  the  State  Medical  Society  to 
obtain  a  just  and  effective  law  to  protect  the  health  and  lives  of  the 
people  against  the  dangers  of  inert,  impure,  and  adulterated  medi¬ 
cines  merits  our  cordial  approval,  and  we  hereby  pledge  oui'selves 
to  co-operate  earnestly  with  the  said  Society  to  promote  the  passage 
of  the  bill  now  before  the  Legislature. 

Resolved ,  That,  the  community  being  interested  in  this  subject 
equally  with  the  medical  profession,  therefore,  we  hereby  invite  all 
persons  who  may  be  affected  by  the  defeat  of  the  bill  to  assist  us 
in  promoting  its  success. 

These  resolutions  were  negatived,  and  as  the  majority  of  those 
present  were  favorable  to  joint  action  with  the  druggists  in  the 
matter,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  from 
the  College  of  Pharmacy,  thereby  assuming  independent  action, 
and  virtually  condemning  the  efforts  of  your  Committee  to  carry  out 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  this  Society. 

In  regard  to  the  second  cause  little  need  be  said.  It  was  to  be 
expected  that  the  drug-trade  would  oppose  a  bill  which  provided 
for  an  inspection  of  its  goods,  and  which  intended  to  check  the 
profitable  business  of  adulteration.  While,  therefore,  no  surprise 
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was  occasioned  by  the  hostility  awakened  among  the  manufacturers 
of  nostrums  and  some  of  the  wholesale  dealers,  yet,  when  it  was 
found  that  the  leaders  of  the  trade  had  entered  the  opposing  ranks, 
and  that  even  the  professors  and  trustees  of  the  College  of  Phar¬ 
macy  joined  in  the  cry  against  legislation,  then  indeed  was  surprise 
felt,  and  great  the  horror  at  discovering  the  depth  and  extent  of 
the  ulcer  which  had  been  probed  so  gently.  At  first  their  ground 
of  opposition  was  the  inspectorship;  that  removed,  they  attacked 
the  mode  provided  for  reaching  the  adulterator  and  vendor  of  bad 
drugs ;  and  only  at  a  late  period  of  the  session,  when  forced  by  the 
criticisms  of  the  public  press  and  public  opinion,  and  when  they 
were  fearful  that  a  bill  might  possibly  be  passed,  did  a  few  of  the 
druggists  prepare  a  bill  (suitable  in  their  opinion)  and  offer  it  to 
the  House  committee  as  a  substitute,  desiring,  however,  that  it 
should  only  be  acted  upon  in  the  event  of  the  members  feeling 
themselves  obliged  to  act  upon  the  matter  at  that  session. 

In  the  history  of  this  bill  two  points  are  noticeable:  1.  No  con¬ 
tradiction  was  ventured  by  druggists  to  the  charge  that  drugs  are 
extensively  adulterated ;  but,  on  the  contraiy,  at  a  meeting  held 
by  them,  March  16,  1869,  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  it  was  freely 
admitted  that  they  were  adulterated,  but  that  the  evil  could  be 
prevented  only  by  properly  educating  druggists,  and  not  by  legal 
means.  2.  While  the  druggists  generally  were  active  and  earnest 
in  opposing  all  legislation  approved  and  prompted  by  your  Com¬ 
mittee,  they  did  not  in  a  single  instance  manifest  any  desire  to  join 
with  the  physicians  in  procuring  such  a  law  as  would  be  acceptable 
to  themselves,  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  would  secure  the  object 
desired,  viz.,  the  prompt  and  effective  suppression  of  the  evil  of 
selling  impure  and  uncertain  medicines. 

The  motives  which  prompted  many  to  assist  in  killing  the  pro¬ 
posed  drug-law  are  too  apparent  to  require  notice;  but  those  which 
led  others  of  the  trade  (whose  names  have  been  synonyms  with 
honesty  and  honor)  to  unite  with  the  fraudulent  dealer,  and  by  the 
weight  of  their  names  to  give  respectability  to  the  bold  and  shame¬ 
less  opposition  to  a  beneficent  measure  of  reform,  are  at  the  present 
time  inexplicable. 

The  third  cause  need  hardly  be  dilated  upon.  The  single  para¬ 
graph  referring  to  it  sums  up  the  whole  difficulty  of  legislation. 
However  beneficent  the  object  of  a  bill  presented,  if  it  does  not 
promise  (in  the  language  of  the  day)  “to  pay,”  either  pecuniarily 
or  politically,  it  stands  little  chance  of  success.  It  is  to  be  re¬ 
gretted  that  such  is  the  case,  and  that  the  springs  of  legislation, 
which  should  be  presumed  to  move  only  in  the  interests  and  good 
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of  the  people,  are  made  to  more  only  through  the  selfish  interests 
of  legislators. 

The  earnest  and  continued  advocacy  of  the  drug-bill  by  the 
public  press  merits  the  warmest  thanks  of  the  profession,  and  it  is 
with  much  pleasure  that  your  Committee  refers  here  to  the  able 
and  cordial  encouragement  which  it  gave  to  the  measure. 

In  conclusion,  we  recommend  the  subject  to  the  renewed  con¬ 
sideration  of  your  body,  and  hope  that  by  united  and  persistent 
efforts  a  wise  and  effective  law  may  be  obtained,  which  will  give 
security  to  the  physician  in  the  administration  of  his  remedies, 
and  a  safeguard  to  the  patient  against  the  danger  of  poisonous  or 
impotent  doses. 

Respectfully  submitted,  j.  CUMMISKEY, 

A.  NEBINGER, 

L.  S.  BOLLES, 

June  9,  1869.  Committee. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 

of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania : — 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  held  at  Harrisburg,  in  June,  1888,  the  following  pre¬ 
amble  and  resolution  were  unanimously  adopted : — 

“  TF7iereas,  It  is  highly  important,  to  physicians  as  well  as  to  their 
patients,  that  drugs  and  medicinal  preparations  should  be  pure  and 
reliable,  and  whereas  these  are  frequently  found  adulterated  and 
inert;  therefore, 

“ Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  to  memorialize  the  State  legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  act 
authorizing  the  State  Medical  Society  to  appoint  an  inspector  of 
drugs  for  the  State  of  Pennsjdvania.” 

The  Committee  appointed  in  conformity  with  the  above  resolution 
would  therefore  respectfully  direct  the  attention  of  your  honorable 
bodies  to  the  great  necessity  which  exists  in  this  Commonwealth  of 
some  legal  checks  being  placed  upon  drug-dealers,  importers,  and 
the  manufacturers  of  medicinal  preparations,  and  of  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  an  expert  as  “inspector  of  drugs,”  to  detect  adulterations 
and  impure  medicines,  and  to  bring  the  offenders  to  justice. 

While  we  have  inspectors  of  flour,  markets,  bark,  whiskey,  etc., 
our  large  community  is  entirely  unprotected  from  the  cupidity  of 
the  drug-dealer,  who,  by  skilful  manipulation,  is  able  to  imitate  so 
closely  the  genuine  articles  as  to  defy  detection  by  ordinary  judges. 
Indeed,  some  of  the  adulterated  drugs  pass  current  under  the  dis¬ 
tinguishing  title  of  “commercial,”  which,  while  it  does  not  deceive 
dealers,  enables  the  dishonest  druggist  to  impose  a  cheaper  and 
worse  drug  upon  his  customers  for  a  dearer  and  better  one.  We 
might  dwell  here  with  some  force  (though  not  within  the  limits  of 
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this  memorial)  upon  the  necessity  of  an  inspector  in  a  commercial 
point  of  view,  for  there  are  hundreds  of  drug-dealers,  in  a  small 
■way,  throughout  the  State,  who  are  not  experts,  and  who,  honestly 
wishing  to  buy  and  sell  justly,  should  be  afforded  protection. 

The  costliness  of  many  of  our  most  efficient  drugs  is  doubtless 
the  principal  cause  of  their  adulteration,  and  so  cheapened  have 
they  now  become  that  it  is  rare  to  find  them  up  to  the  required 
standard  of  purity  and  strength.  This  irregularity  in  the  strength 
of  medicines  is  the  source  of  frequent  trouble  and  perplexity  to  the 
physician,  and  not  unfrequently  of  great  danger  to  the  sick.  At  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  Cincinnati  Academy  of  Medicine,  one  gentle¬ 
man  remarked  that  “by  examining  the  solid  extracts  with  which 
apothecaries  generally,  throughout  the  city,  filled  their  prescription 
cases,  they  would  find  that  these  extracts  could  not  be  distinguished 
by  an}^  of  their  physical  qualities,  offering  as  instances  extract  of 
hyoscyamus,  conium,  and  belladonna,  all  of  which  would  be  found 
identical  in  color  and  odor,  and,  therapeutically,  wholly  worthless. 
The  fluid  extracts  were,  as  a  rule,  nothing  but  trash.  Even  the  so 
often  used  comp.  ext.  colocynth  would  be  found  of  no  use  what¬ 
ever.”  Another  gentleman  observed  that,  “when  in  the  East  last 
year,  he  visited  most  of  the  wholesale  drug-establishments,  and 
found  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  preparations  were  not  one-half 
the  strength  given  in  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia,  the  purest  containing 
but  forty  per  cent.  Generally,  two  varieties  were  furnished  for  the 
market,  varying  in  price  with  the  strength.  He  was  offered,  as  an 
instance,  two  preparations  of  the  ext.  colocynth.  comp,  priced  re¬ 
spectively  six  and  twelve  dollars  per  pound ;  pulverized  scammony 
(one  of  the  ingredients  of  the  extract)  was  worth  twenty-four  dol¬ 
lars  per  pound,  and  it  was  impossible  to  make  a  good  extract  under 
twelve  dollars  per  pound.  In  most  cases  he  found  the  powders 
selling  for  less  than  the  crude  article  itself.  ....  The  country  was 
flooded  with  these  worthless  imitations,  which  druggists  used  to  fill 
prescriptions  calling  for  compounds  of  the  full  strength,  and  it  was 
getting  worse  every  day.”  ( The  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer , 
Sept.  1868.) 

The  experience  of  those  gentlemen  is  the  experience  of  almost 
every  practising  phjTsician  throughout  the  States.  A  man  was 
given,  at  one  of  our  hospitals,  a  short  time  ago,  a  close  of  compound 
cathartic  pills ;  they  had  no  effect.  The  dose  was  repeated  several 
times,  with  like  result.  Another  cathartic  was  given,  and  the  desired 
effect  was  obtained.  The  pills  were  worthless,  and  yet  they  were 
manufactured  by  a  large  and  wealthy  wholesale  house  of  this  citjq 
which  ought  to  be  perfectly  reliable,  and  from  which  one  would 
expect  to  get  pure  and  perfect  drugs. — An  estimable  lady,  the  wife 
of  an  apothecary,  very  narrowly  escaped  death,  a  few  years  ago,  in 
this  city,  from  taking  an  ordinary  dose  of  the  extract  of  hyoscy¬ 
amus,  which,  upon  examination,  was  found  to  contain  impurities. — 
A  physician  of  this  city,  having  a  large  practice  and  m  uch  expe¬ 
rience,  in  using  the  extract  of  mix  vomica,  found  that  in  ordinary 
doses  it  failed  to  produce  the  desired  effect ;  he  commenced  then 
to  prescribe  it  in  larger  doses,  with  little  improvement.  On  one 
occasion  his  prescription  for  this  drug  was  carried  to  an  honest  and 
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expert  apothecary,  who  kept  none  hut  pure  drugs.  The  medicine 
was  compounded  and  administered,  and  the  action  of  the  medicine 
was  so  violent  as  to  alarm  both  friends  and  doctor.  The  latter  in 
haste  went  to  the  druggist  and  inquired  if  a  mistake  had  not  been 
made,  but  found  that  the  prescription  was  correct,  and  had  been 
dispensed  correctly.  The  druggist  relieved  him  of  his  surprise, 
however,  by  informing  him  that  his  extract  was  pure,  and  that  it 
would  certainly  produce  such  effects  in  the  dose  that  he  had  pre¬ 
scribed  it.  The  doctor  had  been  misled  by  the  former  use  of  an 
inert  preparation,  and  a  life  came  near  being  lost  through  his  error 
and  the  dishonesty  of  the  adulterator.  It  is  unnecessary  to  mul¬ 
tiply  instances  here  of  similar  cases.  These  few  will  suffice  for 
illustration,  and  for  further  proof  the  entire  profession  can  testify 
to  the  truth  of  the  charges. 

The  preamble  states  that  “it  is  highly  important  to  physicians 
as  well  as  to  their  patients  that  drugs  and  medicinal  preparations 
should  be  pure  arid  reliable.”  Indeed,  nothing  is  so  important  to 
physicians;  for,  what  tools  are  to  the  mechanic,  so  also  are  medi¬ 
cines  to  the  doctor;  and  if  the  medicines  administered  be  impure 
or  imperfectly  made,  the  reputation  of  the  doctor  is  thereby  not 
unfrequently  affected.  The  mechanic  is  considered  a  good  workman 
by  the  character  of  the  work  he  turns  out ;  so  also  is  the  doctor 
judged  to  be  skilful  or  not  by  the  results  that  follow  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  his  remedies,  and  nothing  tends  so  quickly  to  destroy 
the  confidence  of  the  patient  as  to  find  that  a  medicine  is  doing  no 
good  or  acts  in  an  unexpected  manner. 

The  good  name  of  the  physician  is  therefore  particularly  dependent 
upon  the  honesty  and  intelligence  of  the  druggist;  and  as  his  repu¬ 
tation  is  his  only  capital ,  it  is  highly  necessary,  and  but  just,  that  it 
should  receive  all  the  protection  which  a  great  and  intelligent  Com¬ 
monwealth  like  ours  should  give  it.  The  most  important  point  for 
consideration,  however,  is  the  danger  to  life  which  the  sick  run,  as 
well  as  the  protracted  suffering  to  which  they  are  exposed,  by  the 
use  of  impure  medicines.  It  is  fearful  to  contemplate  the  danger 
to  which  our  families  and  our  friends  and  ourselves  are  all  exposed 
from  this  cause ;  for  the  evil  is  so  widespread  that  no  one  can  feel 
safe,  and,  if  the  matter  be  not  properly  legislated  upon — if  it  be 
not  made  a  high  crime  to  adulterate  and  to  sell  impure  drugs — 
it  may  become  a  serious  question  with  the  sick  whether  they  may 
not  risk  more  safely  the  assaults  of  the  disease  than  the  danger  of 
taking  adulterated  or  impure  medicines. 

The  sophistication  of  drugs,  the  manufacture  of  impure  medicines, 
and  the  sale  of  such,  should  be  made  severely  punishable.  The 
appointment  of  an  inspector  will  act,  without  doubt,  as  an  effectual 
check  upon  druggists,  and  will  afford  security  to  the  sick  as  well  as 
to  the  physician.  The  office  of  inspector  of  drugs  should  be  filled, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  by  a  graduate  in  medicine  of 
mature  experience  in  drugs,  and  who  is  capable  of  detecting  their 
various  adulterations.  It  should  be  salaried  by  the  State,  and,  as 
the  incumbent’s  time  would  be  wholly  required  by  its  duties,  the 
salary  should  be  sufficient  to  command  an  active,  conscientious, 
and  competent  officer.  The  term  of  office  should  be  made  not  less 
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than  live  years.  In  order  to  insure  the  appointment  of  an  efficient 
inspector,  your  memorialists  would  respectfully  ask  that  the  ap¬ 
pointing  power  be  vested  in  The  Medical  Society  of  the  Stale  of 
Pennsylvania ;  or  if,  in  the  wisdom  of  your  honorable  body,  it  be 
regarded  as  objectionable  to  confer  such  power  upon  the  State 
Medical  Society,  we  would  pray  that  the  power  to  nominate  such 
inspector  be  conferred  upon  the  said  State  Medical  Society  or  upon 
the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia. 

We  would  respectfully  request  that  the  inspector  be  required  to 
visit  all  drug-manufactories,  wholesale  drug-houses,  importers  and 
retailers  of  drugs,  at  stated  periods  in  the  year;  that  he  be  author¬ 
ized  to  confiscate  all  drugs  and  medicinal  preparations  found  impure 
or  adulterated;  and  that  he  be  required  to  bring  all  offending  parties 
before  the  proper  authorities  for  punishment.  The  duties  of  the 
inspector  should,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  cover  not 
only  the  ground  occupied  by  manufacturers  and  dealers  of  regular 
medicinal  preparations,  but  also  that  filled  by  manufacturers  and 
dealers  in  all  other  medicinal  compounds  whatsoever,  made  and 
sold  for  the  cure  of  disease. 

In  the  States  of  Ohio  and  New  Jersey  efforts  similar  to  our  own 
are  now  being  made  to  secure  legislative  protection  against  the 
danger  of  impure  and  adulterated  drugs.  In  England  a  similar 
effort  has  been  made  recently,  and  successfully.  In  June,  1868,  a 
bill  was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Dixon,  M.  P., 
to  amend  the  “  act  for  preventing  the  adulteration  of  articles  of  food 
and  drink”  (1860),  and  to  extend  its  provisions  to  drugs.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  are  the  amendments  :  “  1.  And  every  person  who  shall  order 
any  person  or  persons  to  admix  any  ingredient  or  material  with 
any  drug,  to  adulterate  the  same  for  sale,  shall  for  the  first  offence 
forfeit  and  pay  a  penalty  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds,  together  with 
the  costs  attending  such  conviction ;  and  for  the  second  offence 
shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  be  imprisoned  for  six  calendar 
months  with  hard  labor.  2.  Every  person  who  shall  sell  as  pure 
and  unadulterated  any  drug  which  is  adulterated  or  not  pure,  shall 
for  every  such  offence,  on  a  summary,  conviction  of  the  same,  forfeit 
and  pay  a  penalty  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds,  together  with  the 
costs  attending  such  conviction  ;  and  if  any  person  convicted  shall 
afterwards  commit  the  like  offence,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  cause  such 
offender’s  name,  place  of  abode,  and  offence  to  be  published,  at  the 
expense  of  such  offender,  in  such  newspaper,”  etc.  etc.  “  The  bill 
also  proposes  to  make  it  compulsory  for  municipal  and  other  local 
authorities  to  appoint  salaried  analysts,  by  whom  articles  of  food 
and  drink,  and  also  drugs ,  are  to  be  analyzed  for  small  fixed  fees.” 

(  The  Pharmaceutical  Journal ,  London,  July,  1868.)  This  bill  was 
afterwards  incorporated  in  “The  New  Pharmacy  Act,”  which  was 
passed  in  August,  1868.  Our  English  friends  are  in  advance  of  us 
in  this  matter,  but  we  are  not  sorry  that  they  have  set  us  the  good 
example.  The  fact  of  their  having  acted  promptly  when  the  sub¬ 
ject  was  once  properly  presented  to  them,  proves  that  a  pressing 
necessity  must  have  existed  for  placing  legal  checks  upon  the  drug 
trade,  and  that  they  appreciated  the  importance  of  speedy  action 
upon  the  subject.  If,  however,  such  a  necessity  existed  in  Eng- 
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land,  how  much  greater  must  the  necessity  exist  in  this  country, 
where  any  one,  however  ignorant,  can  assume  the  functions  of 
apothecary  or  physician,  and  can  dispense  or  prescribe  with  barely 
the  knowledge  of  the  drugs  he  is  using,  and  without  sufficient 
acquaintance  with  their  physical  properties  to  tell  one  from  the 
other.  With  a  deep  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  subject  under 
consideration,  your  memorialists  pray  that  you  may  give  it  }rour 
serious  attention,  and  that  you  may,  in  granting  their  petition,  be 
the  happy  means  of  saving  life  and  promoting  the  welfare  of  our 
people. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  CUMMISKEY, 
ANDREW  NEBINGER, 
LUCIUS  S.  BOLLES, 

Committee. 


AN  ACT 

To  prevent  adulteration  in  drugs  and  medicinal  compounds, 
and  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector  of  Drugs 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly 
met ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same ,  That  every 
person  who  shall  admix,  or  who  shall  cause  anj^  person  or  persons 
to  admix,  any  ingredient  or  material  with  any  drug,  to  adulterate 
the  same  for  sale,  or  who  shall  use  imperfect,  inert,  or  impure  drugs 
in  the  manufacture  of  medicinal  compounds,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  mis¬ 
demeanor,  and,  on  conviction  before  any  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions, 
shall  for  the  first  offence  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Commonwealth  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  together  with  the  costs 
of  such  conviction ;  and  for  any  subsequent  like  offence,  pay  the 
same  penalty,  and  also  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  less  than  one 
nor  more  than  six  calendar  months. 

Sec.  2.  Every  person  who  shall  sell  any  drug  or  medicinal  com¬ 
pound  which  is  adulterated  or  not  pure,  shall  for  every  such  offence, 
on  conviction  of  the  same  as  aforesaid,  forfeit  and  pay  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  together  with  the  costs  attending 
such  conviction.  * 

Sec.  3.  Every  person  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
drugs  and  medicinal  preparations  shall  submit  his  stock  to  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  inspector  whenever  this  officer  shall  request  it,  and 
shall  furnish  him  with  such  sample  or  samples  of  such  articles  for 
examination  or  analysis  as  he  may  demand.  Every  one  refusing  so 
to  do  shall,  upon  conviction  of  every  such  offence  before  any  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions,  forfeit  and  pay  a  penalty  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  dollars,  together  with  the  costs  of  such  conviction. 

Sec.  4.  Every  person  who  manufactures  any  medicinal  preparation 
whose  composition  and  mode  of  preparing  are  unpublished  in  any 
one  of  the  standard  American  works  on  pharmacy  or  materia 
medica  shall  furnish  the  inspector  of  drugs  with  the  correct  com. 
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position  and  exact  mode  of  preparing  such,  together  with  a  sample 
of  each;  and  in  case  of  refusal  so  to  do,  the  offender  shall  for  every 
such  offence,  and  upon  the  conviction  of  the  same  as  aforesaid,  for¬ 
feit  and  pay  a  penalty  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars  and  costs. 

Sec.  5.  The  inspector  of  drugs  must  be  a  graduate  in  medicine  of 
at  least  five  years’  standing,  and  shall  he  appointed  by  the  Governor 
of  the  State,  who  shall  select  him  from  among  three  recommended 
to  him  by  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
term  of  office  shall  be  six  years,  and  during  that  period  he  may  be 
removed  by  the  Governor  for  neglect  of  official  duty,  incompetency, 
or  malfeasance  in  office.  The  salary  of  the  office  shall  be  four  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  a  year,  payable  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  State.  All 
just  expenses  of  the  office,  comprising  office  rent,  clerk  hire,  cost  of 
analysis,  and  necessary  travelling  expenses,  shall  be  defrayed  by 
the  State,  of  which  he  shall  render  an  account  quarterly  to  the 
Auditor-General,  under  oath.  The  inspector  shall  devote  himself 
to  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  occupations. 
He  shall  provide  an  office  in  a  public  and  accessible  locality  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  shall  keep  it  open  during  business  hours, 
for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  office.  In  all  cases  of 
complaint  of  suspected  adulteration  or  impurity  of  drugs,  he  shall 
proceed  to  investigate  the  charge  with  as  little  delay  as  possible ; 
and  when  the  charge  shall  be  found  sustained  by  the  examination, 
he  shall  present  the  facts  to  the  district  attorney  for  prosecution. 
In  all  these  cases  he  shall  seize  the  suspected  drugs,  to  await  the 
result  of  the  trial,  and,  in  case  of  conviction,  he  shall  destroy  them. 

He  shall  inspect  the  stock  of  all  manufactories  of  drugs  and 
medicinal  preparations ,  and  of  all  wholesale  and  drug-importing 
houses  throughout  the  State,  once  in  a  year,  and  oftener  when  neces¬ 
sary;  and  he  shall  be  authorized  to  demand,  of  the  proprietors 
thereof,  samples  of  such  drugs  or  medicinal  preparations  as  he 
may  desire  to  examine. 

He  shall  inspect  the  stock  of  retail  drug  stores  only  upon  the 
presentation  of  a  charge  of  adulteration  or  impurity  of  drugs,  or 
where  he  shall  have  reason  to  suspect  adulterated  or  impure  drugs 
to  exist. 

He  shall  also  present  a  report  of  the  business  of  his  office  to  the 
Governor  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  December  of  each  year. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  TRAINING  OF  NURSES.1 


The  undersigned,  acting  as  a  special  committee  under  an  appoint¬ 
ment  of  this  Association  to  report  on  the  best  method  of  organizing 
and  conducting  institutions  for  the  training  of  nurses,  beg  leave  to 
state  that  they  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  now 
offer  the  following  suggestions  for  its  practical  and  efficient  execu¬ 
tion. 

The  establishment  of  schools  for  the  education  of  nurses,  for 
private  and  public  purposes,  is  a  desideratum  which  has  long  been 
keeuly  felt  in  this  country,  both  by  the  medical  profession  and  by 
the  people  at  large.  That  this  want  should  not  have  long  ago  been 
supplied  is  a  curious  anomaly  in  the  history  of  human  enterprise 
and  of  Christian  charity,  well  calculated  to  cause  surprise,  if  not 
positive  astonishment.  Considering  the  wonderful  mental  and  phy¬ 
sical  activity  of  the  age  in  which  we  live,  and  the  numerous  expe¬ 
dients  that  have  been  devised  for  the  improvement  of  the  comfort 
and  happiness  of  our  fellow-beings,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  subject 
in  question  should  have  hitherto  been  so  singularly  neglected  by 
all  denominations  of  Christians,  except  the  Catholic,  whose  noble 
deeds  in  preparing  nurses  for  the  sick  and  infirm  of  their  own 
church  reflect  so  much  credit  upon  their  charity  and  philanthropy. 

Good  nursing,  as  has  very  justly  been  observed  by  an  intelligent 
writer,  is  half  the  battle  in  disease ;  if  the  other  half  be  as  well 
managed,  the  result  can  hardly  fail  to  be  all  that  the  nature  of  the 
case  demands.  It  is  often  incomparably  more  valuable  to  a  sick 
man  than  the  most  skilful  medication.  It  is  the  right  hand  of  the 
medical  practitioner.  Thousands  of  human  beings  are  daily  lost 
by  bad  nursing.  However  thoroughly  a  case  may  be  understood, 
or  however  judiciously  it  may  be  prescribed  for,  it  is  evident  that, 
if  the  injunctions  of  the  medical  attendant  are  not  faithfully,  hon¬ 
estly,  and  intelligently  carried  out,  the  treatment  must  fail  of  the 

1  Originally  read  before  the  American  Medical  Association  at  its  meeting  at 
New  Orleans,  May,  1869. 
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end  intended,  or,  what  is  worse,  produce  results  the  very  reverse, 
perhaps,  of  those  desired.  Ther.e  should,  in  every  instance,  be  the 
best  possible  understanding  between  the  physician  and  the  nurse, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  their  sacred  duty  to  co-operate  with  each  other, 
to  the  best  of  their  ability,  in  their  efforts  to  arrest  disease  and  stay 
the  hand  of  death.  Harmony  and  honesty  of  purpose  should  mark 
every  step  of  their  progress.  An  educated,  intelligent,  conscientious 
nurse  is  a  great  blessing,  and  an  invaluable  member  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  as  one  of  an  opposite  character  is  a  great  evil,  if  not  a 
positive  disgrace.  In  either  event,  she  may,  by  the  exercise  of  her 
power,  hold  in  her  hands  the  kej^  of  life  and  death.  In  the  former 
case,  she  may  do  much  to  correct  the  errors  of  an  ignorant,  careless, 
or  unscrupulous  physician ;  in  the  latter,  the  best  directed  efforts  of 
the  most  enlightened  practitioner  may  be  effectually  thwarted,  and 
a  disease  or  injury,  originally  insignificant  in  itself,  be  hurried  on 
to  a  fatal  crisis. 

The  subject  of  nursing  possesses  a  deep  national  interest.  It 
personally  concerns  every  human  being,  of  whatever  age,  rank,  or 
condition  in  life — alike  the  rich  man  in  his  palatial  residence,  the 
mechanic  in  his  cottage,  and  the  peasant  in  his  humble  hovel.  All 
are  alike  intimately  interested  in  its  faithful  administration  and  in 
its  final  issue.  It  is  perhaps  fortunate  that  the  mortality  occa¬ 
sioned  by  bad  nursing  cannot  be  properly  estimated  b}^  those  more 
immediately  affected  by  it,  as  a  knowledge  of  it  would  entail  upon 
them  an  immeasurable  amount  of  misery  and  mental  anguish. 
Mankind  look  with  horror  upon  the  destruction  of  human  life  upon 
the  battle-field  and  during  the  prevalence  of  epidemics,  as  cholera, 
scarlet  fever,  and  smallpox,  because  its  appalling  character  is  every¬ 
where  patent  to  the  public  eye ;  every  one  sees  and  hears  and  talks 
about  it;  but  few  persons  can  form  any  adequate  conception  of  the 
vast  number  of  human  beings  who  are  daily,  nay,  hourly,  sacrificed 
upon  the  unhallowed  altar  under  consideration. 

Nursing,  in  its  more  exalted  sense,  is  as  much  of  an  art  and  a 
science  as  medicine.  The  educated  physician  is  sought  for  far  and 
wide ;  his  skill  is  in  constant  requisition ;  day  and  night  he  is  at 
the  bedside  of  the  sick  and  the  dying ;  at  every  visit  he  makes  his 
prescription  and  leaves  his  instructions ;  he  literally  wars  with  dis¬ 
ease  and  death ;  he  necessarily,  from  causes  which  no  human  agency 
can  control,  loses  many  patients,  and  many  also  who  could  be  saved 
if  his  efforts  were  properly  seconded  by  efficient  nursing.  The 
commander  of  an  army  cannot  be  victorious  if  he  is  not  properly 
aided  b}r  his  subordinates,  the  lieutenants,  whose  duty  it  is  to  carry 
out  his  orders  and  the  minor  details  of  the  campaign.  In  private 
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life  there  is  hardly  one  really  good,  intelligent,  or  accomplished 
nurse  in  a  hundred  who  exercise  the  functions  of  that  office,  one 
who  is  perfectly  familiar  with  all  the  duties  and  requirements  of 
the  sick-room ;  and  what  is  true  of  private  society  is  still  more  true 
of  the  hospitals,  almshouses,  infirmaries,  asylums,  jails,  workhouses, 
and  similar  institutions,  in  the  United  States.  It  is  a  mistake  to 
suppose,  as  is  so  often  done,  that  any  and  every  individual,  whether 
male  or  female,  is  fitted  for  such  an  occupation,  as  if  nursing,  like 
poetry,  were  a  gift  of  nature.  Many  persons  are  utterly  incapaci¬ 
tated  by  their  constitution  and  habits  for  such  a  task,  and  yet,  as 
society  is  now  constituted,  there  is  hardly  one  who  may  not,  sooner 
or  later,  be  compelled  to  exercise  it.  In  private  families,  this  duty 
usually  devolves  upon  the  mother  or  daughter,  who,  in  ninety-nine 
cases  out  of  a  hundred,  are  totall}-  ignorant  of  the  first  principles 
of  nursing,  and  therefore  wholly  unfit  for  the  discharge  of  so  sacred 
a  duty  as  that  involving  the  health  and  life  of  a  human  being 
affected  by  disease  or  injury.  In  public  institutions  the  same  igno¬ 
rance  prevails,  superaddecl,  not  unfrequently,  to  the  basest  moral 
delinquencies,  as  intemperance,  indifference  to  duty,  and  positive 
disregard  of  the  orders  of  the  medical  attendant.  Male  nurses  are 
everywhere  notoriously  bad  and  incompetent.  Few,  even  in  our 
large  towns  and  cities,  are  qualified  for  their  business.  Drunk¬ 
enness  and  male  nursing  are  alrqost  synonj-mous  terms  in  the 
experience  of  the  American  physician. 

How  are  these  defects,  so  glaring  in  their  character,  and,  in  their 
results,  so  fraught  with  danger  to  health  and  life,  to  be  remedied  ? 
By  the  organization  of  institutions  for  the'  training  of  nurses  ? 
Such  institutions  are  undoubtedly  much  needed,  and  they  should 
be  established  in  every  town  and  city  in  the  United  States.  That 
the}'  would  or  could,  however,  fully,  or  even  in  a  considerable 
degree,  accomplish  the  object,  no  one  acquainted  with  the  subject 
would  for  one  moment  assert.  They  ivould,  compared  with  our 
great  wants,  be  as  a  drop  in  the  bucket,  or,  to  employ  a  still  more 
forcible  expression,  like  the  attempt  of  a  husbandman  to  fertilize 
a  vast  field  with  a  handful  of  lime.  We  need  good,  well-trained 
nurses  by  the  thousand.  Every  community,  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land,  should  be  supplied  with  them,  in  order  to 
do  full  justice  to  the  subject. 

On  the  continent  of  Europe  institutions  for  the  training  of  nurses 
have  existed,  either  independently  or  in  connection  with  certain 
hospitals,  for  centuries ;  ’  and,  while  no  one  can  deny  that  they  have 
been  productive  of  incalculable  benefit,  it  must  be  obvious  to  every 
reflecting  mind  that  their  influence  has  been  exceedingly  circum- 
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scribed.  The  Sisters  of  Charity,  as  they  are  denominated,  those 
angels  of  mercy  who  shrink  from  no  duty  enjoined  by  suffering 
humanity  or  the  requirements  of  a  holy  religion,  have  for  ages 
been  the  ready  servants  of  the  medical  staffs  of  these  institutions 
in  carrying  out  their  behests,  and  in  smoothing  the  jiillow  of  the 
sick  and  the  dying  wherever  their  presence  is  needed. 

It  is  not  accurately  known  when  or  by  whom  Sisterhoods,  which 
have  done  so  much  to  advance  the  interests  of  nursing,  were  origi¬ 
nally  founded.  The  honor,  however,  is  generally  ascribed  to  Paula, 
a  Roman  lady  of  noble  birth,  and  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  Scipios 
and  the  Gracchi,  who,  disgusted  with  the  demoralization  of  her 
native  city,  gathered  up  her  broken  fortune,  and,  with  her  daughter, 
settled  at  Jerusalem,  near  the  close  of  the  fourth  century.  Here, 
as  the  story  goes,  she  assembled  around  her  a  number  of  her  sex, 
in  various  stations  of  life,  some  rich  and  others  poor,  and  devoted 
herself  and  her  order,  without  taking  or  exacting  any  vows,  to 
works  of  charity  and  the  nursing  of  the  sick;  in  a  word,  to  what 
is  now  called  parish  visiting.  When  Landi,  Bishop  of  Paris,  in 
650,  founded  the  Hotel  Dieu,  he  placed  it  under  the  direction  of 
the  liospitaliers,  or  nursing-sisters,  who  have  retained  their  position 
and  influence  in  this  old  receptacle  for  the  sick  down  to  the  present 
moment,  through  all  the  changes  and  vicissitudes  of  the  French 
government. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  French  Revolution,  that  revolting 
and  sickening  period  of  human  crime  and  human  history,  the  Sister¬ 
hood  of  Charity  had  four  hundred  and  twenty-six  houses  in  France, 
as  well  as  many  in  other  countries,  with  six  thousand  members 
actively  engaged  in  the  exercise  of  their  peculiar  vocation.  Prior 
to  that  time,  the  chief  military  hospitals  and  the  naval  hospitals 
at  Brest,  Saint-Malo,  and  Cherbourg  had  been  under  the  charge  of 
these  noble  women.  At  present,  and,  indeed,  for  many  years  past, 
the  naval  hospitals  at  Toulon  and  Marseilles,  in  addition  to  those 
just  mentioned,  have  been  attended  by  members  of  the  Sisterhood. 
The  whole  number  of  females  embraced  in  these  charitable  orders 
was  in  1848,  according  to  Mrs.  Jameson,1  to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  these  facts,  at  least  twelve  thousand.  The  nursing  in  all  the 
civil  hospitals  of  France  is  performed  by  these  Sisters ;  and  similar 
regulations  exist  in  most,  if,  indeed,  not  all,  the  Catholic  hospitals 
in  other  parts  of  the  world,  both  Old  and  New.  In  the  United 
States  and  Canada  the  presence  of  these  noble,  self-sacrificing 
women  forms  a  striking  feature  in  every  institution  of  the  kind. 


Sisters  of  Charity,  p.  69  ;  Boston,  1857. 
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Many  of  them,  as  we  know  from  personal  experience,  are  highly 
educated  and  refined  ladies,  whose  whole  existence  is  devoted  to 
the  care  and  nursing  of  the  sick. 

The  Committee  cannot  permit  this  opportunity  to  pass  without 
paying  a  feeble  tribute  of  respect  and  admiration  to  the  Sisters  of 
Charity,  on  account  of  the  noble  work  in  which,  for  upwards  of 
twelve  centuries,  they  have  been  steadily  engaged  in  carrying  out 
the  objects  for  which  their  order  and  the  various  branches  growing 
out  of  it  were  originally  instituted.  A  more  honest,  upright,  de¬ 
voted,  self-sacrificing  body  of  women  never  existed.  The  Catholic 
church,  under  whose  direction  and  auspices  they  have  so  long  and 
so  faithfully  labored,  has  set  an  example  worthy  of  the  imitation 
of  all  denominations  of  Protestants,  who,  it  cannot  be  denied,  have 
too  long  stood  aloof  from  this  great  work  which  reflects  so  much 
credit  upon  their  Catholic  brethren.  No  one  can  witness  the  dis¬ 
interested  sacrifices  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity — their  unceasing 
devotion  to  the  sick  and  the  dying,  their  unflinching  courage  in 
times  of  epidemics,  their  daily  toils,  and  their  midnight  vigils  for 
the  benefit  of  suffering  human  beings — without  the  most  profound 
admiration  for  their  character,  and  a  deep  sense  of  gratitude  to 
Almighty  God  for  permitting  such  beings  to  dwell  among  men. 

The  Protestant  church,  so  long  idle  in  this  great  work,  is  begin¬ 
ning  to  perceive  its  importance,  both  as  a  matter  of  duty  and  of 
self-interest  in  sustaining  her  religious  and  charitable  character, 
and  is,  apparently,  girding  her  loins  for  active  exertion.  Numerous 
women,  many  of  them  of  high  birth,  excellent  education,  and  great 
refinement,  are  ready  to  enter  the  field,  and  are  willing  to  spend 
their  time  and  talents,  nay,  if  need  be,  even  their  very  lives,  in 
the  furtherance  of  its  great  objects.  Much  good  has  already  been 
effected;  and  the  Committee  are  sanguine  that  a  work  so  auspi¬ 
ciously  commenced  will  be  steadily  carried  forward  until  the  num¬ 
ber  of  women  engaged  in  it  shall  rival  that  noble  band  known  by 
the  expressive  name  of  “Sisters  of  Charity.” 

The  establishment  of  the  Protestant  Sisterhood  is  of  recent 
origin.  In  1836,  an  obscure  but  most  worthy  clergyman,  Mr. 
Fliedner,  opened  at  Kaiserwerth,  a  small  town  near  Dusseldorf  on 
the  Rhine,  a  training  school  for  female  nurses.  Every  one  who 
offers  herself  is  admitted  on  trial  for  six  months,  during  which  she 
is  obliged  to  pay  for  her  board,  and  wear  her  accustomed  garments. 
If,  at  the  end  of  this  time,  she  is  satisfied  with  her  vocation,  she 
undergoes  a  further  probation  of  from  one  to  three  years,  puts  on 
a  distinctive  dress,  and  lives  at  the  expense  of  the  institution. 
After  her  education  is  completed,  she  receives  annually  a  small 
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sum  for  clothing,  but  nothing  more,  as  the  sole  object  is  to  work 
for  the  sake  of  God  and  humanity.  If,  however,  she  should  become 
disabled  by  age  or  disease,  the  parent  institution  obligates  itself  to 
receive  and  protect  her.  A  certain  number  of  sisters  are  educated 
for  the  office  of  parish  visitors.  The  establishment,  in  1855,  had 
one  hundred  and  ninety  members,  of  whom  sixty-two  were  still 
probationers.  Of  the  hospital  sisters,  eighty  were  stationed  at 
different  hospitals  in  Germany,  five  in  London,  three  at  Constanti¬ 
nople,  five  at  Jerusalem,  two  at  Smyrna,  and  two  at  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania. 

As  outgrowths  of  Mr.  Fliedner’s  establishment  are  the  sister¬ 
hoods  and  schools  for  the  training  of  nurses  at  Berlin,  Dresden, 
London,  Paris,  Strasbourg,  and  other  cities  in  Europe.  It  is  not 
without  interest  to  state  that  Miss  Florence  Nightingale,  who  had 
charge  for  some  time  of  the  Female  Sanitarium  in  London,  and  who 
earned  such  a  world-wide  reputation  by  her  philanthropic  labors 
during  the  war  in  the  Crimea,  had  been  a  regular  pupil  for  several 
years  at  Kaiserwerth.  The  institution  at  Berlin  is  under  the 
special  care  of  the  Queen  of  Prussia ;  and  the  one  at  Dresden  was 
founded  by  the  Countess  Holienthal,  a  lady  celebrated  throughout 
Germany  for  her  charitable  acts  and  amiable  qualities. 

In  Great  Britain  the  parent  institution  for  the  training  of  nurses 
is  St.  John’s  House  and  Sisterhood,  founded  at  London,  in  1848, 
the  first  meeting  for  the  purpose  having  been  held  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  assisted  by  a  large  number  of  prelates, 
noblemen,  and  other  eminent  persons.  It  is  an  establishment  of 
the  Reformed  Church  of  England,  in  which  Christian  women, 
members  of  that  church,  are  associated  in  a  community  under  the 
presidency  and  visitatorial  sanction  of  the  Bishop  of  London.  The 
chief  function  of  the  inmates  is  to  elevate  the  profession  of  English 
nurses  by  giving  them  the  best  possible  training  in  the  hospital 
ward,  and  uniting  them,  under  a  sense  of  religious  responsibility, 
into  a  sisterhood  as  members  of  a  Christian  family  and  home. 
Everything  has,  from  the  beginning,  been  conducted  on  the  volun¬ 
teer  system,  both  on  the  part  of  the  sisters  and  nurses,  without  the 
exaction  of  vows,  monastic  obedience,  celibacy,  cloistered  seclusion, 
or  other  restraint  whatever.  In  a  word,  they  are  all,  both  in  wishes 
and  inclinations,  free  agents,  wholly  devoted  to  the  cause  of  Chris¬ 
tian  charity.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  all  the  sisters  at  St. 
John’s  House  are  ladies. 

The  members  of  this  establishment  are  divided  into  three  classes, 
sisters  properly  so  called,  associates,  and  probationers,  who  all 
wear  a  cross  with  a  badge  of  the  institution  upon  it.  The  nurses 
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are  provided  with  a  medal  bearing  a  similar  device,  which  they 
wTear  so  long  as  they  remain  in  service.  The  dress  is  simple,  cheer¬ 
ful  in  appearance,  and,  in  every  respect,  well  adapted  to  the  nature 
of  the  work  to  be  performed.  The  sisters,  who  are  also  called 
deaconesses,  rise  early,  attend  prayers  four  times  a  day  at  the 
chapel,  visit  the  sick  in  their  particular  districts,  and  spend  several 
hours  each  day  in  the  wards  of  some  hospital,  in  the  general  super¬ 
vision  of  the  nurses.  In  addition  to  these  duties  they  devote 
themselves  to  the  training  of  nurses  for  public  institutions,  the 
poor,  and  private  families. 

St.  John’s  House  and  Sisterhood  furnished  some  of  the  first 
women  who  accompanied  Miss  Nightingale  to  the  East  in  1854; 
and  in  the  following  year  it  prepared  and  sent  upwards  of  twenty 
lady  nurses  to  the  seat  of  war.  It  established  training  schools  in 
1856  at  King’s  College  Hospital,  at  the  English  Galignani  Hospital 
in  Paris  in  1865,  and  at  the  Charing  Cross  Hospital,  London,  in 
1866.  The  board  of  managers  of  the  first-named  institution,  in 
January,  1862,  set  apart  a  ward  of  ten  beds,  on  an  upper  floor  in 
that  building,  as  a  midwifery  ward,  for  the  reception  and  treatment 
of  poor  married  women,  and  for  the  training  of  midwifery  nurses 
for  country  districts,  under  the  supervision  of  the  sisterhood  of 
St.  John’s  House;  an  arrangement  productive  of  great  good  and 
highly  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 

It  is  quite  impossible,  with  the  slender  data  before  the  Committee, 
to  determine,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  the  present  number  of 
these  institutions  in  Europe:  the  probability  is  that  it  is  not  far 
short  of  one  hundred.  In  London,  besides  St.  John’s  House  and 
its  appendages,  already  referred  to,  there  are  the  training  schools 
for  nurses  at  St.  Thomas’,  the  Middlesex,  and  University  College 
Hospitals,  all  in  a  highly  flourishing  condition.  The  first  named  of 
these  establishments  is  supported  by  the  “Nightingale  Fund,” 
under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Miss  Wardroper,  a  most 
estimable  and  efficient  lady,  aided  by  a  council  of  eminent  and 
influential  men,  among  whom  are  Lord  Houghton,  Sir  James  Clark, 
Mr.  Bence  Jones,  and  Mr.  William  Bowman,  the  distinguished 
anatomist,  surgeon,  oculist,  and  author.  The  school  for  midwifery 
nurses  in  this  institution  was  recently  closed  for  the  want  of  suita¬ 
ble  accommodations;  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be 
reopened  upon  the  completion  of  the  new  hospital  edifice.  The 
Middlesex  Hospital  designs  to  erect,  at  an  early  day,  and  at  a  great 
cost,  a  building  capable  of  lodging  sixty-six  inmates.  The  school, 
under  the  admirable  supervision  of  Miss  Martyr,  is  in  excellent 
working  order. 
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The  Liverpool  Training  School  and  Home  for  Nurses,  established 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  that  city,  has  been 
in  successful  operation  for  several  years ;  and,  under  the  wise  and 
efficient  management  of  Miss  Merryweather,  the  lady  superintend¬ 
ent,  has  been  productive  of  an  amount  of  benefit  which  it  would  be 
difficult  to  overestimate.  The  object  of  the  institution  is  to  pre¬ 
pare  women  desirous  of  working  as  hospital,  district,  and  private 
nurses,  and  to  afford  them  every  facility  for  future  usefulness  by 
the  most  thorough  S3^stem  of  training  in  the  wards  of  the  Royal 
Infirmary.  From  the  Report  for  1861,  now  before  us,  it  appears 
that  seventy-seven  women  were  on  the  staff  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
of  whom  twenty  served  as  nurses  and  twenty-seven  as  probationers 
in  the  hospital.  About  one  hundred  cases  of  sickness  in  private 
families  were  attended  by  the  nurses,  and  upwards  of  four  thousand 
sick  poor  were  visited  and  relieved  in  the  districts  under  the  charge 
of  this  noble  establishment. 

At  least  two  training  schools  for  nurses,  both  founded  in  1866, 
are  in  successful  operation  in  Dublin.  One  of  these  is  under  the 
charge  of  Stevens’  Hospital,  and  the  other  under  that  of  Sir  Pat¬ 
rick  Dun’s  Hospital,  the  latter  being  under  the  direct  management 
of  Miss  Probyn,  a  lady  preeminently  qualified,  by  education  and 
habit,  for  so  important  a  position.  The  principles  on  which  these 
institutions  are  conducted  are  essentially  the  same  as  in  the  sister 
establishments  in  London,  Liverpool,  and  other  cities  in  England. 

So  far  as  the  information  of  the  Committee  goes,  little  has  been 
done  in  the  United  States  in  regard  to  the  training  of  nurses  out¬ 
side  the  Catholic  Church.  It  is  believed  that  the  oldest  institution 
of  the  kind  in  the  country  is  the  Nurse  Society  of  Philadelphia, 
established  upwards  of  a  third  of  a  century  ago  by  an  association 
of  Friends,  and  amalgamated  with  the  Lying-in  Charity  in  1844 
under  the  name  of  the  “Philadelphia  Lying-in  Charity  and  Nurse 
Society.”  From  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
this  excellent  Institution  for  1861,  it  appears  that  there  were  then 
twenty-two  resident  and  eleven  registering  nurses  at  the  Home. 
Of  the  361  applications  for  nurses  received  from  citizens  during  the 
year,  only  205  had  been  answered,  thus  showing  how  entirely  in¬ 
adequate  the  demand  was  to  the  supply. 

The  Bishop  Potter  Memorial  House,  opened  in  1861  in  connection 
with  the  Episcopal  Hospital  of  Philadelphia,  is  conducted  upon  the 
same  principles  as  the  Protestant  training  houses  and  sisterhoods 
in  Germany,  England,  France,  and  other  countries ;  and,  under  the 
discreet  and  admirable  management  of  Mrs.  Jackson,  a  lady  of  high 
mental  culture  and  social  position,  holds  out  great  promise  of  future 
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usefulness.  The  institution  has  three  departments — nursing,  mis¬ 
sion  work,  and  parish  schools — the  primary  object  in  each  of  which 
is  religious  visitation  and  instruction.  The  nursing  branch  does 
not  embrace  anj^  menial  service,  and  has  hitherto  been  confined 
almost  exclusively  to  the  wards  of  the  hospital.  The  number  of 
inmates  at  present  is  very  limited,  but  it  is  intended,  as  it  increases, 
to  extend  the  sphere  of  their  operations  into  the  surrounding  dis¬ 
tricts. 

In  Boston,  at  the  New  England  Hospital  for  Women  and  Children, 
attempts  have  been  made,  but  thus  far  with  little  success,  to  educate 
nurses  for  public  and  other  purposes.  The  inducements  held  out 
are  the  advantages  of  the  practice  of  the  hospital  with  boarding 
and  washing,  and  also  a  small  sum  after  the  first  month  of  probation ; 
but,  notwithstanding  this,  there  have,  it  seems,  been  few  applicants 
who  are  willing  to  dedicate  themselves  to  the  work. 

The  Committee  have  entered  into  these  historical  details  with  a 
view  of  showing  how  little  the  Protestant  church  has  as  yet  accom¬ 
plished  in  this  important  field  of  human  enterprise  and  Christian 
benevolence.  In  this  country,  so  replete  in  energy  and  progress, 
and  so  thoroughly  alive  to  all  the  wants  of  a  great  people,  the 
ground  lies  literally  fallow,  hardly  a  furrow  having  been  drawn  to 
serve  as  a  landmark  to  arrest  public  attention.  It  will  be  difficult, 
half  a  century  hence,  to  account  for  the  utter  apathy  that  has 
hitherto  existed  upon  this  subject ;  to  find  a  reason  why  in  a 
country  and  in  an  age  which  have  provided  a  remedy  for  almost 
every  other  necessity,  this  alone  should  have  been  so  sadly  over¬ 
looked  and  neglected. 

This  want  of  enterprise  has  not  been  due  to  any  want  of  material. 
Thousands  of  good  and  noble  women  are  ready  to  enter  upon  the 
good  work.  All  that  they  need  is  proper  encouragement  and  a 
little  aid  at  the  outset,  until,  by  a  course  of  practical  training,  they 
are  fitted  for  the  discharge  of  their  onerous  and  responsible  duties. 
The  late  war  afforded  a  striking  illustration  of  what  woman,  roused 
by  a  sense  of  patriotism  and  humanity,  is  capable  of  accomplishing 
when  her  services  are  required  by  her  bleeding  countrymen.  Every- 
where,  by  day  and  by  night,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  she  was 
seen  amidst  the  sick,  the  maimed,-  and  the  dying,  alleviating  suffer¬ 
ing,  smoothing  the  wrinkled  brow,  inspiring  hope  and  confidence  in 
the  desponding,  and  performing  the  most  trying,  menial,  and  revolt¬ 
ing  offices,  without  the  hope  or  expectation  of  pecuniary  reward. 
The  mortality,  great  as  it  was,  would  have  been  vastly  increased 
if  the  efforts  of  the  surgeons  had  not  been  faithfully  seconded  by 
these  warm-hearted  and  generous  women,  so  utterly  forgetful  of 
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self,  and  so  full  of  sympathy  and  tenderness  for  others.  The  good 
effected  by  Florence  Nightingale  and  her  brave  and  devoted  band 
in  the  Crimean  war  called  forth  the  strongest  acknowledgment  of 
the  British  government,  and  elicited  the  admiration  of  the  civilized 
world.  “Henceforth,”  says  a  distinguished  female  writer,  “the 
name  of  Florence  Nightingale  is  dear  and  familiar  in  our  house¬ 
holds;  women  glory  in  her,  men  rise  and  call  her  blessed.”  What 
this  good  and  noble  woman  accomplished  on  the  other  side  of  the 
water  our  women  accomplished  on  this.  Their  angelic  deeds  con¬ 
stitute  one  of  the  brightest  and  most  enduring  pages  in  the  history 
of  the  late  war,  so  distinguished  for  the  Christian  exploits  and 
heroic  devotion  of  American  ladies. 

It  will  be  perceived  from  the  above  account  of  these  institutions 
that  the  number  of  nurses  educated  under  their  patronage  and 
direction  is  exceedingly  limited,  and  therefore  entirely  inadequate 
for  the  public  demand  ;  that  the  nurses  themselves,  in  a  majority 
of  them,  consist  of  two  distinct  classes,  the  ladies,  or  deaconesses, 
W'hose  labors  are  mainly  of  a  parochial  character,  and  the  nurses, 
properly  so  called,  the  latter  of  whom,  of  course,  occupy  a  sub¬ 
ordinate  rank;  that  the  training  is  conducted  in  a  desultory  and 
Irregular  manner,  without  any  definite  system  or  order;  and,  lastly, 
that  they  embrace  no  provision  whatever  for  the  education  of  male 
nurses.  The  latter  are,  it  is  true,  not  as  necessary,  either  in  public 
or  private  practice,  as  the  former;  still,  there  are  cases  in  which  the 
female  nurse  is  comparatively  powerless,  and  where,  consequently, 
the  aid  of  the  other  sex  is  indispensable.  This  is  particularly  true 
of  all  cases  of  severe  injuries,  as  wounds,  compound  fractures  and 
dislocations,  and  the  capital  operations,  where  much  lifting  or  fre¬ 
quent  change  of  posture  is  required  for  the  comfort  and  welfare  of 
the  patient.  These,  however,  are  exceptional  cases,  and  the  fact 
has  long  been  established  that,  as  a  rule,  female  nurses  are  incom¬ 
parably  better  adapted  to  the  work  than  male,  who  are,  as  already 
remarked,  too  often  coarse  in  their  language,  unfeeling  in  their 
manners,  impatient,  intemperate,  and  devoid  of  that  tenderness 
and  sympathy  so  characteristic  of  the  other  sex,  and  so  necessary 
in  the  sick-chamber.  Even  in  lunatic  asylums,  where  one  might, 
a  priori,  suppose  that  male  nurses  were,  from  the  boisterous  and 
unmanageable  nature  of  many  of  the  inmates,  perfectly  indispens¬ 
able,  women  are,  it  would  seem,  better  fitted  to  calm  and  soothe  the 
irritated  mind  and  to  maintain  discipline  than  men.  In  England, 
through  the  exertions  of  Hr.  Maudsley  and  Dr.  Chrichton  Browne, 
$  an  effort  is  now  on  foot  to  substitute  female  for  male  nurses  in 
manjr  of  the  lunatic  wards  throughout  the  country.  It  has  been 
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ascertained  that  tlie  mortality  of  male  lunatics  in  asylums  is  nearly 
one-third  greater  than  that  of  female  lunatics;  that  the  deaths  are 
most  numerous  when  nursing  is  at  its  point  of  greatest  relaxation  ; 
and  that  the  presence  of  female  nurses  in  male  wards  is  much  more 
effective  in  restraining  the  outbursts  of  violence,  abusive  language, 
and  offensive  habits  than  of  male  nurses.  “In  a  word,”  says  Mr. 
Browne,  “their  whole  conduct  seems  to  be  softened,  and  their  tone 
of  feeling  ameliorated,  by  the  simple  expedient  of  introducing  kind- 
hearted  female  nurses  among  them.” 

Another  fact  determined  by  the  experience  of  the  last  ten  years 
is  that  there  is  not  only  a  marked  diminution  of  mortality  in  those 
hospitals  in  which  the  nursing  is  performed  bjr  trained  women,  but 
a  decided  diminution  in  their  expenditure,  and  a  great  improvement 
in  the  moral  condition  of  the  inmates.  The  wards  are  kept  in  a 
more  clean  and  orderly  manner,  the  ventilation  is  much  more  care- 
fully*  attended  to,  the  medicines,  food,  and  drink  are  administered 
with  greater  regularity,  and  a  moral  atmosphere  prevails,  the  sana¬ 
tive  and  purifying  influence  of  which  it  would  be  difficult  fully  to 
estimate. 

Taking,  then,  all  these  circumstances  into  consideration — the  pro¬ 
motion  of  health  and  comfort,  the  saving  of  life  and  money,  and  the 
improvement  of  the  moral  and  religious  condition  of  the  sick — the 
Committee  would  respectfully  urge  upon  the  medical  profession  and 
the  country  at  large  the  absolute  necessity  of  employing  none  but 
well-trained  nurses  both  in  public  institutions  and  private  families. 
It  is  believed  that  such  an  arrangement  is  demanded  by  the  interests 
alike  of  society  and  of  individuals,  and  it  may  be  boldly  asserted 
that  the  time  for  its  accomplishment  is  at  hand.  The  late  war  made 
many  thousands  of  widows,  and  doomed  many  thousands  of  young 
women  to  perpetual  celibacy,  who,  in  consequence  of  their  straitened 
circumstances,  are  ready  to  enter  upon  this  good  work,  and  devote 
themselves,  heart  and  soul,  to  its  behests. 

To  afford  the  proper  facilities  for  carrying  out  this  grand  design, 
the  Committee  are  of  opinion:  1st.  That  every  large  and  well- 
organized  hospital  should  have  a  school  for  the  training  of  nurses, 
not  only  for  the  supply  of  its  own  necessities,  but  for  private  fami¬ 
lies,  the  teaching  to  be  furnished  by  its  own  medical  staff,  assisted 
by  the  resident  physicians. 

2dly.  That,  while  it  is  not  at  all  essential  to  combine  religious 
exercises  with  nursing,  it  is  believed  that  such  a  union  would  be 
eminently  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  sick  in  all  public  insti¬ 
tutions  ;  and  the  Committee  therefore  earnestly  recommend  the 
establishment  of  nurses’  homes,  to  be  placed  under  the  immediate 
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supervision  and  direction  of  deaconesses,  or  ladjr  superintendents, 
an  arrangement  which  works  so  well  in  the  nurses’  homes  at  Lon¬ 
don,  Liverpool,  Dublin,  and  other  cities  in  Europe,  and  at  the 
Bishop  Potter  Memorial  House  in  Philadelphia. 

3dly.  That,  in  order  to  give  thorough  scope  and  efficiency  to  this 
scheme,  district  schools  should  be  formed,  and  placed  under  the 
guardianship  of  the  county  medical  societies  in  every  State  and 
Territory  in  the  Union,  the  members  of  which  should  make  it  their 
business  to  impart,  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  most  con¬ 
venient,  instruction  in  the  art  and  science  of  nursing,  including 
the  elements  of  hygiene,  and  every  other  species  of  information 
necessary  to  qualify  the  student  for  the  important,  onerous,  and 
responsible  duties  of  the  sick-room. 

The  Committee  would  further  suggest  the  importance  of  forming 
in  every  convenient  place  nurses’  societies,  the  regular  members  of 
which  should,  in  all  cases,  other  things  being  equal,  have  the  pre¬ 
ference,  as  it  respects  the  recommendation  of  the  practitioner  over 
the  ordinary  ignorant  or  uneducated  nurse.  In  this  manner  an 
esprit  de  corps  could  be  established  which  could  not  fail  to  be 
highly  advantageous  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  the  medical  pro¬ 
fession. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  qualifications  of  a  nurse;  or,  in  other  words,  the  duties  which 
she  may  be  required  to  perform  in  the  wards  of  a  hospital  and  in 
the  private  sick  chamber. 

1st.  To  do  justice  to  her  vocation,  or  to  perform  her  labor  with 
alacrity  and  efficiency,  a  nurse  must  be  of  sound  constitution,  of 
good  muscular  strength,  and  of  great  powers  of  endurance,  capable 
of  bearing  up  manfully  under  fatigue  and  loss  of  sleep. 

2dly.  Her  age,  at  the  commencement  of  her  career,  should  not 
be  under  twenty-two  or  over  thirty-five. 

3dly.  She  should  possess  a  certain  amount  of  common  education ; 
at  all  events,  she  should  be  able  to  read  and  write  ;  be  of  a  gentle 
and  refined  disposition,  courageous,  patient,  temperate,  punctual, 
cheerful,  discreet,  honest,  sympathizing,  and  ever  ready  and  willing 
to  perform  every  service,  however  menial  or  disagreeable.  Her 
moral  character  should  be  of  the  purest  kind,  and  she  should  be 
willing  to  devote  herself  unreservedly  to  the  duties  of  her  vocation. 

4thly.  She  should  possess  the  faculty  of  observation  in  order 
that  she  may  be  able  to  notice  with  advantage  the  character  of  the 
secretions  and  excretions,  and  the  changes  in  the  skin,  pulse,  counte¬ 
nance,  eyes,  tongue,  mind,  and  temperature  of  the  patient. 

5 thly .  Her  education  should  embrace  a  knowledge:  1st,  of  the 
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principles  of  hygiene,  especially  of  ventilation,  clean  linen,  tempera¬ 
ture,  and  the  nature  and  use  of  disinfectants  ;  2dly,  of  the  methods 
of  preparing  food  and  drink ;  3dly,  of  the  administration  of  medi¬ 
cines,  and  of  the  doses  of  the  more  common  articles  of  the  Materia 
Medica ;  4thly,  of  the  application  of  leeches,  blisters,  bandages  and 
other  dressings,  as  cataplasms,  unguents,  and  lotions ;  and  5thly, 
of  making  up  beds,  changing  sheets,  and  handling  patients  ex¬ 
hausted  by  disease  and  injury. 

The  Committee,  in  view  of  the  importance  of  the  subject  dis¬ 
cussed  in  this  report,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved ,  That  a  copy  of  this  Report,  authenticated  by  the  signa¬ 
tures  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  this  Association,  be  sent 
to  the  State  Medical  Societies  of  the  different  States  of  the  Union, 
inviting  their  cooperation  in  the  establishment  of  schools  for  the 
training  of  nurses  for  hospitals  and  private  families,  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  therein  advocated. 

S.  D.  GROSS,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  desire  to  express  their  obligations  for  some  of  the  facts 
contained  in  this  report  to  John  Croft,  Esq.,  Surgeon  of  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital, 
London;  to  Miss  Merryweather,  of  Liverpool;  Miss  Probyn,  of  Dublin;  Mrs. 
Jackson  and  Mrs.  Baner,  of  Philadelphia  ;  Dr.  Cheever,  of  Boston  ;  and,  above 
all,  to  Mrs.  Jameson,  whose  work,  entitled  “  Sisters  of  Charity,”  is  full  of 
interest. 

Since  this  Report  was  presented  to  the  Association  a  house  for  deaconesses 
has  been  opened  in  Boston  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Charles  Cnllis,  whose 
connection  with  other  institutions  of  a  kindred  nature  are  well  known.  The 
school  is  to  be  conducted  upon  the  same  principle  as  that  at  Kaiserwerth  on 
the  Rhine,  although  the  plans  of  the  founders  are  not  yet  fully  developed. 


RUPTURE  OF  THE  UTERUS 

By  J.  McCONAUGHY,  M.  D. 


The  following  case  of  ruptured  uterus  came  under  my  observa¬ 
tion  iu  consultation  with.  Dr.  Osburn,  of  Mt.  Pleasant.  This  was 
the  only  case  I  had  the  misfortune  to  meet  with  in  a  practice  of 
over  thirty  years,  and,  from  all  I  can  learn,  the  only  one  that  has 
happened  in  this  section  of  Westmoreland  County.  The  lady  was 
healthy,  and  in  her  second  pregnancy.  Her  first  labor  was  attended 
by  an  eclectic  quack  of  the  lowest  order.  He  remained  with  her 
three  days,  then  abandoned  her,  when  a  physician  was  called,  who 
found  her  delivered  of  a  dead  foetus. 

Dr.  0.  was  called  in  the  evening,  about  five  o’clock.  The  labor 
appeared  natural,  though  violent  and  attended  with  more  than 
ordinary  suffering.  The  os  had  become  fully  dilated,  but  the  pains, 
though  frequent  and  excruciating,  were  not  effective.  The  child 
had  passed  the  superior  strait,  and  was,  apparently,  well  advanced, 
and  the  attending  physician  momentarily  expected  its  expulsion. 
Still,  it  remained  stationary  for  several  hours,  when,  about  two 
o’clock  in  the  night,  and  in  the  midst  of  one  of  those  violent  con¬ 
tractions,  the  patient  suddenly  cried  out  that  something  had  broken 
or  given  way.  From  this  time  all  natural  uterine  action  ceased, 
and  the  head  could  no  longer  be  felt,  having  receded  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  finger.  Another  kind  of  pain  immediately  supervened, 
limited  in  locality,  and  constant,  and  attended  with  regular  though 
moderate  hemorrhage.  As  the  true  condition  of  the  case  was  not 
suspected  at  the  time,  some  twelve  hours  elapsed  before  I  was 
called  in  consultation.  Upon  examination,  I  found  that  the  head 
had  receded  beyond  reach,  and  all  the  usual  symptoms  of  rupture 
of  the  uterus  were  present,  together  with  all  the  physical  constitu¬ 
tional  signs  of  fatal  injury.  The  pulse  was  quick,  respiration  hur¬ 
ried  and  painful,  countenance  anxious  and  dejected,  the  abdomen 
tympanitic  and  tender. 

We  decided  upon  speedy  delivery,  as  the  only  means  affording 
any  hope  of  life.  As  the  head  was  beyond  reach,  turning  was  the 
only  alternative.  After  administering  an  anaesthetic,  I  introduced 
my  hand  into  the  uterus,  following  the  body  of  the  child,  through 
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the  opening  made,  into  the  abdomen ;  searched  for  the  feet,  which 
I  found  near  the  region  of  the  stomach;  drew  them  back  through 
the  same  opening  into  the  uterus,  and  extracted  the  body  without 
difficulty.  The  head,  however,  lodged  on  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 
and  we  then  discovered  that  there  was  contraction  of  the  pelvis  in 
its  antero-posterior  diameter,  owing  to  a  projection  of  the  sacrum 
and  os  coccygis,  amounting  almost  to  deformity.  I  applied  the 
forceps  without  difficulty,  but  failed  to  effect  extraction.  We  then 
resorted  to  the  perforator,  but,  as  the  head  continually  receded, 
and  the  bones  behind  the  ears  were  very  hard,  the  effort  was  unsuc¬ 
cessful.  We  finally  secured  a  firm  hold,  in  the  angle  of  one  eye, 
with  a  strong  hook,  and,  in  connection  with  the  forceps,  effected  a 
consummation  of  this  most  horrible  operation,  without  any  special 
injury  to  the  mother.  After  delivery,  the  woman  appeared  cheerful 
and  free  from  suffering,  and  remained  so  for  one  or  two  days.  I 
did  not  see  her  after  the  delivery.  She  died  in  three  days,  the 
attending  physician  told  me,  of  peritoneal  inflammation. 

There  was  no  post-mortem  examination  of  the  case,  but  I  dis¬ 
covered,  while  searching  for  the  feet,  that  the  rupture  was  longi¬ 
tudinal,  involving  the  whole  texture  of  the  organ,  communication 
being  made  at  once  with  the  abdominal  cavity.  The  physician 
in  attendance  reports  that,  soon  after  the  accident,  the  child’s 
head  could  be  felt,  distinct  and  prominent,  through  the  walls 
of  the  abdomen  on  the  left  side,  indicating  that  at  that  time  the 
Caesarean  section  would  have  offered  the  best  prospect,  considered 
in  connection  with  the  faulty  conformation  of  the  pelvis.  Now, 
an  important  inquiry  presents  itself:  Was  the  operation  of  turn¬ 
ing  justifiable  in  this  case,  considering  the  length  of  time  that 
had  elapsed  (ten  or  twelve  hours)  after  the  injury,  or  would  it 
have  been  advisable  to  have  left  it  to  the  restorative  efforts  of 
nature,  unaided  by  art  ?  The  prevailing  sentiment  of  most  authors 
seems  to  be  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  practitioner,  however 
hopeless  the  case,  to  turn  and  deliver  without  delay.  And  this 
would  seem  to  be  the  dictate  of  common  humanity  as  well  as  of 
common  sense,  as  it  was  clearly  all  that  could  be  done.  The 
time  was  past  for  the  Caesarean  section ;  forceps  were  out  of  the 
question ;  and  to  leave  her  to  almost  certain  death  would  have 
seemed  unnatural,  and  disreputable  to  the  profession,  especially  as 
the  patient  was  strong,  health}-,  and  hopeful,  and  solicitous  for  relief. 
After  it  was  over,  she  expressed  herself  much  gratified.  Although 
the  result  was  not  such  as  could  have  been  desired,  I  should  not 
hesitate  to  operate  in  the  same  way  in  any  similar  case,  regarding 
it  as  more  promising  than  the  Caesarean  section. 
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ON  THE 

USE  OF  STIMULANTS  BY  THE  PROFESSION. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  held  in  June,  1868,  Doctors  H.  Corson,  W.  W.  Town¬ 
send,  and  J.  L.  Stewart  were  appointed  to  report  on  the  following 
resolution  offered  by  Dr.  Corson : — 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  present  terrible  practice  of  stimulation, 
which  sends  its  victims  daily  by  thousands  prematurely  to  the 
grave,  and  which  fills  our  land  with  drunkenness  and  crime,  cannot 
much  longer  maintain  itself  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the 
reflecting  members  of  a  great  and  learned  profession.  A  modified, 
improved,  regenerated  practice,  based  upon  common  sense  and  a 
sound  clinical  observation,  must  take  its  place,  and  thus  carry  heal¬ 
ing  and  blessings  upon  its  wings  to  the  nations  of  the  earth.” 

The  undersigned  (Dr.  Stewart  dissenting)  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
following 

REPORT. 

That  as  the  language  of  that  resolution  was  the  sober,  earnest 
utterance  of  Professor  Samuel  D.  Gross,  of  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  before  an  audience  of  thousands  of  his  fellow-citizens,  a 
man  who  weighs  well  his  words,  and  whose  lengthened  life  and  great 
medical  experience  entitle  his  declarations  to  profound  respect,  we 
feel  bound  to  consider  it  carefully.  The  declaration,  if  true,  is 
appalling:  if  erroneous,  it  should  be  corrected.  That  the  use  of 
alcoholic  stimulants  does  send  its  victims  daily,  by  thousands,  pre¬ 
maturely  to  the  grave  and  fills  the  land  with  drunkenness  and  crime, 
no  one  doubts.  The  query  then  arises  :  Are  physicians  responsible 
for  this  ?  The  medical  profession  is  one  of  great  antiquity,  of 
high  honor  and  commanding  influence  over  the  opinions  and  habits 
of  the  people,  in  all  that  regard  favorably,  or  unfavorably,  their 
health,  or  length  of  life.  In  all  ages  and  in  all  countries  the 
“Medicine  Man”  has  controlled  the  minds  of  his  people  in  relation 
to  the  safety  or  danger  of  all  their  articles  of  food  or  medicine. 
The  profession  is  spread  over  every  foot  of  the  civilized  world  ;  its 
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members  are  welcome  visitors  in  every  family ;  their  teachings  are 
medical  gospel,  received  in  the  fulness  of  faith  and  acted  out  on 
the  principle  that  self-preservation  is  the  first  law  of  nature.  Does 
the  physician  say,  the  health  of  the  infant  or  its  mother  demands 
that  it  should  be  taken  from  the  breast,  “though ’t  is  joy  to  yield 
it  as ’t is  joy  to  sip?”  she  makes  the  sacrifice.  Does  he  say  a  jour¬ 
ney  to,  and  residence  in  a  distant  and  foreign  country  are  essential 
to  the  restoration  of  the  health  of  the  diseased  and  enfeebled  wife  ? 
she  separates  herself  from  her  home  and  all  its  idols  to  gain  the  pre¬ 
cious  boon.  Is  the  husband  and  father  told  by  his  physician,  that  the 
chill,  lank  hand  of  consumption  has  hold  of  him,  and  that  nothing 
but  absence  from  his  beautiful  home,  and  a  residence  for  years  in 
the  frozen  regions  of  Minnesota  or  Lake  Superior  can  loosen  his 
grasp  ?  not  a  moment  does  he  hesitate — his  business  is  stopped,  his 
home  is  abandoned,  and,  filled  with  hope  and  a  holy  belief  that  it  is 
a  solemn  duty  to  protect  his  life  as  long  as  possible,  he  leaves 
behind  him  all  that  have  been  dear  to  him,  and  hies  him  onward  to 
his  dreary  and  desolate  home  in  the  midst  of  strangers,  that  his 
health  may  be  restored.  The  poor  cottager,  who  can  barely,  by  the 
hardest  labor  and  greatest  frugality,  procure  the  necessaries  of  life 
for  his  family,  when  all  are  in  health,  should  wife  or  children  get 
sick,  stops  not  on  account  of  expense,  but  confiding  in  the  skill  of 
his  physician,  places  the  sick  one  in  his  hands  and  calmly  and 
humbly  submits  to  whatever  of  sacrifice  may  be  necessary  for  its 
preservation.  In  every  country,  with  every  grade  of  society,  among 
high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  learned  and  unlearned,  this  faith  in 
our  profession,  this  submission  to  our  opinions,  this  acquiescence 
in  the  remedies  we  prescribe,  and  the  hygienic  measures  we  advise, 
is  given  with  a  readiness  which  shows  how  great  is  the  influence  of 
the  medical  profession. 

In  times  when  cholera,  or  typhus  or  tj^phoid  fever,  or  smallpox, 
or  malignant  dysentery  prevails,  no  man  will  take  food  or  drink 
said  by  his  physician  to  be  harmful.  Half  a  century  ago,  and  even 
now,  in  some  districts  of  country,  no  mother  would  allow  her  child, 
afflicted  with  measles,  to  take  a  single  swallow  of  cold  water,  al¬ 
though  the  little  suffering  creature  plead  in  most  piteous  tones  for 
a  drink  to  cool  its  parched  and  burning  mouth.  Why  did  she  re¬ 
fuse  it?  Because  the  doctor  said  “it  would  make  the  measles 
strike  in  and  kill  the  child.”  Even  here,  where  the  physician  was 
wrong,  the  faith  was  whole. 

In  1832,  when  the  Asiatic  cholera  first  invaded  this  country,  every 
physician  was  besieged  by  swarms  of  people,  begging  to  be  informed 
how  they  should  live  so  as  to  avoid  the  pestilence.  Clothing,  food, 
and  drink  all  were  regulated  by  the  fiat  of  the  doctor,  and  no  one 
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failed  to  carry  out  his  directions  to  the  very  letter.  Even  the  veriest 
quacks — mere  pretenders, 'controlled  masses  of  people,  who  believed 
in  them.  The  “  Cholera  Physician  of  Montreal”  (as  Dr.  Stephen 
Sayres,  an  eccentric  itinerant  doctor  was  called)  had  hundreds  of 
people  crowding  around  his  house  to  get  advice  and  medicine,  and 
every  cherished,  long-indulged  habit  was  flung  aside,  if  told  that  it 
tended  in  the  slightest  degree  to  predispose  to  an  attack  of  the 
dreaded  malady.  The  love  of  life  is  universal,  and  if  the  united, 
unbroken  Aroice  of  the  medical  profession  could  be  heard  in  denun¬ 
ciation  of  any  article  of  food  or  drink,  its  consumption  would  soon 
be  at  an  end.  Witness  the  effect  of  a  mere  suggestion  that  there 
may  be  danger  from  eating  pork,  raw  or  imperfectly  cooked.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  persons  fear  to  eat  it  at  all,  even  though  cooked  so 
thoroughly  that  no  trichina  could  live  under  so  great  a  heat.  The 
bare  supposition  that  one  might  still  live  and  be  taken  into  the 
system  deters  them.  If,  therefore,  physicians  wrere  united  on  the 
subject  of  the  deleterious  effects  of  alcohol,  would  it  not  be  utterly 
abandoned?  We  venture  to  affirm  that  in  less  than  half  a  century, 
when  those  whom  we  have  fatally  indoctrinated  into  the  belief  that 
it  is  warming,  cooling,  strengthening,  tonic,  and  stimulating — that 
it  calms  the  restless,  enlivens  the  dull,  invigorates  the  body,  gives 
strength  to  the  intellect,  enlivens  the  fancy,  and  brightens  the  ima¬ 
gination  ;  that  it  prevents  sickness,  and  is  a  sovereign  remedy  in 
disease ;  we  repeat,  wffien  those  thus  deluded  shall  have  passed 
away,  the  new  generation,  whose  minds  had  not  thus  been  poisoned 
by  error,  but  who  had  listened  in  blank  astonishment  to  the  wonder- 
ous  recital  of  the  miseries  which  its  reputed  moderate,  judicious 
use  had  brought  upon  mankind,  would  instinctively  turn  with  horror 
from  contact  with  an  evil  so  fearful. 

Every  writer  on  the  diseases  of  the  human  system  has  testified 
to  the  direct  agency  of  alcoholic  stimulants  in  producing  a  large 
number  of  diseases  and  predisposing,  by  its  use,  to  nearly  all  others, 
or  at  least  to  making  the  system  less  able  to  resist  the  action  of 
deleterious  agents.  Do  we  hear  you  say  even  if  such  are  its  effects, 
can  its  almost  universal  use  be  charged  upon  the  profession  ?  Let 
facts  answer.  Every  physician  whom  we  know  personally — all  of 
whom  we  have  heard,  use  and  recommend  the  use  of  alcoholic  liquors 
in  some  form  in  their  practice.  The  great  majority  use  them  freely, 
in  trifling  as  well  as  in  grave  cases ;  in  drunkards  as  well  as  on  the 
total  abstinence  people ;  on  the  child  of  a  day  and  the  parent  of 
threescore  and  ten.  They  prescribe  them  in  diseases  of  the  kid¬ 
neys,  lungs,  heart,  brain,  stomach,  and  every  other  organ,  and  yet 
they  know  full  well  that  the  diseases  of  those  organs  have  been 
produced  thousands  of  times  by  these  very  agents.  They  also  re- 
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commend  them  to  be  taken  by  the  weak,  the  dyspeptic,  and  the 
valetudinarian ;  the  aged  because  they  are  aged,  the  young  because 
the}r  are  young,  the  nursing  mother  because  of  the  drain  on  her 
system  (natural  though  it  be  and  healthful) ;  to  those  who  are  given 
up  as  hopeless,  because  they  are  dying,  and  to  the  convalescent, 
because  they  are  convalescing,  and  they  cannot  forego  the  glorious 
opportunity  to  show  them  how  porter  or  ale,  or  whiskey  will  “  build 
them  up.”  The  effect  of  such  a  course  is  to  impress  the  community 
with  a  high  opinion  of  the  valuable,  medical,  lifegiving  properties 
of  the  various  alcoholic  drinks,  of  which  wine,  in  its  varieties, 
brandy,  gin,  and  whiskey  make  up  the  common  stock. 

You  must  all  have  observed  that  persons  leaving  home,  to  spend 
the  summer  in  the  country,  or  at  the  sea-shore,  or  in  the  Jersey- 
pines,  or  on  the  mountains,  or  at  mineral  springs,  or  at  a  country 
home,  are  invariably  found  to  have  brought  with  them,  by  direction 
of  “ my  physician,”  some  “good  brandy,”  or  “real  Holland  gin,” 
or  a  few  dozen  “brown  stout,”  or  some  of  the  fine  “  old  port.” 
Many  who  take  none  at  home,  now  “by  advice  of  our  doctor,” 
bring  it  along  to  keep  off  chills,  to  prevent  the  deleterious  effects 
of  change  of  water,  to  take  a  little  morning  and  evening  on  account 
of  the  dews,  or  a  little  at  noon  to  help  digestion,  and  it  is  trulj' 
painful  to  a  thinking,  conscientious  man,  to  see  what  confidence 
they  have  in  the  preservative  and  remedial  qualities  of  those  articles 
so  carefully  stowed  away  in  the  trunk.  The  parent  who  at  home 
would  shudder  to  see  his  child  take  a  little  brandy  at  each  meal,, 
now  under  the  advice  of  his  physician  deals  out  to  every  member 
of  his  family  this  life-preserver,  this  disease-defier.  He  is  still  more 
impressed  with  the  value  of  these  remedies  from  the  fact  that  while 
the  doctor  was  so  careful  to  urge  the  importance  of  taking  the 
alcoholics  along,  he  said  not  a  word  about  the  necessity  of  taking 
some  medicines,  so  called,  valuable  in  attacks  of  pain,  or  vomiting, 
or  diarrhoea,  or  loss  of  appetite,  or  chills,  or  fever,  or  headache. 
In  this  omission  the  patient  sees  a  tacit  acknowledgment  that  the 
stimulants  in  his  bottles  are  substitutes  for  them  and  better  than 
them  all.  Who  can  estimate  the  amount  of  injury  thus  brought 
upon  society!  Take  a  seat  in  a  railroad-car  on  any  of  the  long 
lines  of  travel,  see  the  passengers  as  they  rouse  themselves  in  the 
morning,  when  the  sun  is  just  lighting  up  the  mountain  tops.  The 
carpet-bag  is  unlocked  and  the  old  port,  or  brandy,  or  whiskey 
drawn  forth,  and  its  owner,  looking  timidly  at  the  fog,  just  linger¬ 
ing  over  the  river,  preparatory  to  being  dissipated  by  the  glowing 
beams  of  day,  drinks  deeply,  thankful  that  the  antidote  for  fog  is 
at  hand.  His  neighbor  across  the  car  has  also  brought  from  the 
FIFTH  SERIES. — PART  II.  25 


REPORT  ON  THE 


358 

depth  of  his  overcoat-pocket  a  flask  of  whiskey,  “the  real  article,” 
and  with  a  noble  generosity  is  handing  it  about  to  those  near  by, 
as  something  absolutely  necessary  to  their  safety,  if  they  expect  to 
travel  far,  as  his  doctor  told  him  years  ago,  always  to  have  it  with 
him.  In  every  railroad-car  of  the  thousands  which  daily  traverse 
our  immense  country,  on  every  steamship  that  ploughs  the  ocean, 
not  one  but  whose  passengers  are  freighted  with  alcoholic  stimu¬ 
lants,  prescribed  by  their  physicians  as  important  preventives  of, 
and  remedies  for,  disease. 

If,  then,  this  picture  be  true,  and  not  one  can  gainsay  it-,  that  in 
every  house  in  the  land,  on  board  every  railroad-car,  and  on  every 
ship  that  sails  or  steams  the  ocean,  this  agent  is  used  by  advice  of 
the  profession,  as  preventive  and  curer  of  disease,  should  it  astonish 
those  who  know  the  cravings  of  appetite  and  the  force  of  habit, 
that  this  terrible  practice,  in  the  language  of  the  resolution,  sends 
thousands  daily  prematurely  to  the  grave,  and  fills  the  land  with 
drunkenness  and  crime  ?  Look  into  almost  any  of  the  approved 
works  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  you  will  find  that  alcoholic 
drinks  are  named  as  one  of  the  causes  of  almost  every  disease,  and 
yet  in  the  recent  works  these  same  deleterious  agents  are  lauded  as 
remedies  above  all  others.  Some  recommend  them  only  in  con¬ 
valescence  ;  others  in  exhausted  conditions  before  convalescence 
has  begun,  and  yet  others  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
malady.  With  them  they  treat  the'  cold  stage,  the  hot  stage,  the 
stage  of  excitement,  the  period  of  depression,  delirium,  coma,  sleep¬ 
lessness,  and  every  other  condition  that  may  arise.  Now,  they  are 
given  to  arouse  the  energies,  then  to  allay  excitement,  here  as  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  combustion,  there  as  food  for  the  nerves  ;  one  day  to  build 
up  the  system  by  promoting  nerve-force,  the  next  to  pull  it  down 
by  increasing  the  waste  of  tissues,  or,  in  fashionable  language,  de¬ 
structive  metamorphosis.  With  their  worshippers,  they  fulfil  every 
indication,  they  combat  every  symptom,  and,  though  they  fail  to  con¬ 
quer,  they  are  still  on  hand  to  be  in  at  the  death.  Among  all  our 
acquaintance  we  know  of  no  physician  who  does  not  prescribe  and 
recommend  them  more  or  less.  The  time  wras_,  and  many  of  you  can 
remember  it,  when  they  were  recommended  by  teachers  in  medicine 
only  in  weak  states  of  the  body  and  to  be  used  with  extreme  cau¬ 
tion  ;  now,  when  the  brain  is  overpowered  by  sunstroke,  when  the 
man  falls  prostrate  with  apoplexy,  in  the  first  as  in  the  last  days 
of  illness  in  spotted,  typhus,  typhoid  or  yellow  fever,  in  every 
variety  of  diarrhoea  and  dysentery,  in  rheumatism,  in  pleurisy,  in 
pneumonia,  in  the  shock  by  injury  from  violence,  in  mania-a-potu 
and  delirium  tremens,  in  the  sleeplessness  brought  on  by  the  use 
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of  alcohol,  in  the  nervous  diseases  of  females  during  gestation  and 
after  delivery,  and  daily  during  the  nursing  period,  wine  or  brandy, 
gin  or  whiskey,  or  malt  liquors,  or  one  or  more  of  the  various 
tinctures  or  bitters,  strong  with  alcohol,  is  prescribed  and  urged 
with  an  earnestness  which  testifies  to  the  faith  reposed  in  them  by 
the  physician  and  which  allays  the  repugnance  of  the  patients  to 
the  use  of  an  agent  which  they  had  seen  filling  the  land  with 
drunkenness  and  crime.  Does  a  child  suffer  from  croup,  or  scarlet 
fever,  or  diphtheria,  the  building-up  process  must  not  be  neglected 
— disregard  the  inflammation,  keep  up  the  strength.  It  is  a  blood 
poison,  says  authority,  and  while  you  send  the  iodides,  the  bro¬ 
mides  or  chlorides  through  the  body  to  wrestle  with  .the  poison,  give 
brandy-toddy,  whiskey-punch,  wine  and  beef-tea  to  keep  up  the 
strength,  and  as  the  poor  child,  with  a  plug  in  its  wind-pipe  which 
prevents  access  of  air  to  the  lungs,  struggles  for  breath,  pour  down 
the  brandy,  wine,  or  whiskey.  For  what?  The  answer  comes  not,  for 
reason  and  experience  have  none  to  give.  But  a  short  time  since 
a  friend  of  ours,  a  gentleman  of  Philadelphia,  told  us  that  a  son  of 
his  of  10  years  of  age,  attended  by  two  of  the  first  physicians  of  that 
enlightened  city,  in  a  case  of  diphtheria,  had  so  much  brandy  urged 
upon  him,  when  the  membrane  had  invaded  the  windpipe,  that 
during  the  last  few  hours  of  his  life  as  he  lay  on  his  bed  he  would 
throw  up  his  arms  and  cry,  “Father,  hold  me,  I  am  swimming,  I 
will  fall  out  of  bed.”  He  was  drunk  from  brandy,  when  all  that 
he  needed  was  the  removal  of  the  plug  from  his  windpipe.  Should 
any  doubt  this  statement,  we  refer  them  to  a  case  published  in  the 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  at  page  24  of  the  number 
for  January,  1869,  by  a  physician  of  honored  name,  himself  the 
author  of  a  treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Children.  The  patient,  a 
child  of  10  years,  was  well  till  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  April. 
Hext  morning  complained  of  sore-thi’oat  and  loss  of  appetite.  In 
the  afternoon  Dr.  M.  saw  him  with  symptoms  of  coming  scarlet 
fever  or  diphtheria,  as  yet  so  illy  defined  as  to  leave  doubt.  And 
now  less  than  twenty-four  hours  from  health,  and  when  a  febrile 
condition  was  just  beginning  to  manifest  itself,  comes  the  physician 
with  salts  in  one  hand  and  brandy  in  the  other — ten  grains  of  sul¬ 
phite  of  magnesia  and  milk-punch  every  two  hours.  Hext  morning 
all  the  symptoms  were  aggravated — the  inflammation  of  throat  and 
skin  intense ;  but  still  the  salts  in  one  hand  and  milk-punch  and 
beef-tea,  a  wineglassful  of  each  of  the  latter  alternately  every  two 
hours,  in  the  other.  And  so  on,  day  after  day,  till  the  dry  and 
inflamed  throat  would  not  permit  a  drop  of  those  life-preservers  to 
pass.  But  nothing  daunted,  the  beef-tea,  brandy,  and  sulphite  of 
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magnesia  are  forced  np  the  rectum  (thank  Heaven  for  the  doctor’s 
change  of  base) ;  the  ice  which  surrounds  the  throat,  now  that  the 
fiery  liquid  is  kept  away,  soon  cools  it,  relieves  the  inflammation, 
and  the  throat  again  becomes  the  channel  to  the  stomach.  For 
eleven  days  this  terrible  treatment  went  on — milk-punch,  or  brandy 
and  beef-tea  every  two  hours — and  then  resulted  in  a  condition 
from  which  the  little  sufferer  barely  escaped  with  life. 

I  mention  this  case  as  the  tjrpe  of  the  present  popular  stimulant 
treatment,  and  because  the  publication  of  it  will  cause  a  similar 
treatment  to  be  applied  to  thousands  of  little  sufferers.  The  case 
will  be  read  at  home  and  abroad,  and  the  name  of  the  eminent 
physician  and  author  will  be  a  sufficient  guarantee  (to  those  who 
are  convinced  by  high  authorities  of  the  correctness  of  a  practice) 
that  brandy  was  useful  in  this  case ;  and,  as  a  consequence,  every 
child  that  falls  in  their  way  sick  with  scarlet  fever  or  diphtheria 
must  be  dosed  with  brandy.  Allow  us  to  state  another  case,  to 
show  how  this  indiscriminate  use  and  recommendation  of  alcohol 
is  propagated  and  leads  to  results  so  deplorable  that  Professor 
Gross  was  compelled  to  cry  aloud  in  denunciation  of  it. 

At  page  310  of  the  October  number  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical 
Reporter  for  1868,  Doctor  Dale,  of  Centre  County,  reports  one  case 
of  vomiting  during  pregnancy  in  which  after  trying  a  few  of  the 
usual  remedies,  he  resorted  to  good  rye  whiskey,  one  teaspoonful 
with  three  drops  tincture  of  aconite  three  times  daily,  and  says,  “It 
acted  like  a  charm,  the  whiskey  being  the  first  thing  to  give  tone 
to  the  stomach.”  He  gave  whiskey  and  aconite  for  two  weeks,  but 
there  is  not  a  word  of  praise  for  the  aconite.  The  woman  and  her 
friends  and  the  medical  profession,  as  far  as  the  communication  can 
reach,  are  to  regard  the  whiskey  as  the  remedial  agent.  We  have 
no  hesitancy  in  saying  that  thousands  of  pregnant  women  will  be 
induced  and  urged  by  the  publication  of  this  single  case,  to  try 
alcoholic  drinks  for  the  relief  of  an  affection  which  has  rarely 
resisted  mild  and  harmless  remedies  in  the  hands  of  experienced 
physicians.  This  glowing  report,  too,  is  based  on  a  single  case, 
and  in  which  the  relief  might  properly  have  been  attributed  to  the 
effect  of  the  aconite  on  the  nerves  of  the  stomach. 

One  more  case.  Two  weeks  since  a  gentleman  gave  us  the  fol¬ 
lowing  history:  Last  December  his  daughter,  of  about  21  years, 
was  taken  with  pain  in  the  side,  and  as  he  had  lost  three  daughters 
within  a  few  years  of  consumption,  he,  after  the  second  day’s  illness, 
left  his  home,  eight  miles  from  Philadelphia,  and  moved  to  the  city 
and  placed  her  under  the  care  of  a  physician  of  some  eminence. 
He  diagnosed  pneumonia,  and  at  once  put  her  on  the  use  of  beer, 
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ale,  and  whiskey.  She  died  in  the  early  part  of  Ala}',  after  great 
suffering  and  in  despite  of  twenty-four  quarts  of  the  best  old  rye 
whiskey  and  an  abundance  of  beer  and  ale.  As  the  sister  who  died 
one  year  before  only  took  ten  gallons  of  wine  during  her  illness,  it 
was  hoped  that  a  heavier  stimulation  by  stronger  liquor  might 
prove  more  successful,  hence  the  substitution  of  whiskey.  We 
mention  these  cases  because  they  show  the  present  terrible  practice 
of  stimulation,  and  not  to  throw  discredit  on  those  who  conscien¬ 
tiously  treated  them. 

This  disposition  in  physicians  to  prescribe  alcoholic  stimulants 
in  every  variety  of  disease  received  severe  rebuke  from  Dr.  Samuel 
Wilkes  in  a  lecture  to  his  large  class  of  students  delivered  in  a  Lon¬ 
don  hospital  two  jmars  since.  We  regret  that  we  can  present  only 
brief  extracts.  He  said:  “I  should  be  sorry  to  say  that  the  doctor 
panders  to  the  public  taste,  since  he  is  too  often  in  accord  with  it. 
But  this  agreement  between  doctor  and  patient  resolves  itself  into 
this.  An  extra  stimulant  is  prescribed.  It  matters  little  what  is 
the  nature  of  the  disease,  since  the  reasons  for  the  treatment  are 
applicable  to  all  complaints,  and  are  founded  on  this  simple  propo¬ 
sition:  All  persons  who  are  ill  are  weak.  They  have  lost  strength; 
they  require  it  to  be  restored.  Alcohol  is  a  supporter  and  tonic ; 
therefore  alcohol  is  a  remedy  for  all  diseases.  This  is»no  parody, 
for  I  constantly  hear  medical  men  say  they  give  brandy  to  all  their 
patients,  for  they  always  find  them  low.  Moreover,  it  is  a  medicine 
of  which  the  patients  approve,  assuming  as  they  do  its  supporting 
and  strengthening  power.  Tou  cannot,  therefore,  do  better  if  you 
have  no  compunctions  in  converting  your  profession  into  a  mere 
trade ,  than  to  say  to  all  your  patients,  after  feeling  their  pulse,  that 
they  are  very  low ;  that  you  are  sure  that  they  do  not  take  enough, 
and  order  them  several  glasses  of  wine  daily.  Should  they  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  ill  with  some  desperate  organic  complaint,  you  must  turn 
your  remarks  to  the  friends,  and  speak  of  the  necessity  of  support¬ 
ing  the  patient  by  giving  him  as  much  brandy  as  can  be  poured 
down  his  throat.  By  this  method  you  are  sure  to  give  satisfaction, 
for  should  the  patient  die  without  such  treatment,  you  majr  be 
blamed  for  letting  him  slip  through  your  fingers,  whilst  if  he  die 
with  it,  you  have  done  your  best  (in  their  opinion).  This  would  be 
a  comfortable  and  lucrative  mode  of  practice.” 

In  addition  to  the  regular  prescriptions  by  medical  men  qf  alco¬ 
hol,  the  use  by  their  advice  of  Tinctures,  Plantation  Bitters,  Schnei- 
dam  Schnapps,  Stomachics,  Cordials,  etc.,  all  of  which  are  strongly 
alcoholic,  is  almost  universal.  They  produce  the  exhilarating  ef¬ 
fects  of  moderate  intoxication  and  engender  an  appetite  for  rum. 
In  all  the  land  we  seem  to  have  but  one  sanitary  institution  in 
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which  alcoholic  drinks  are  regarded  as  always  a  cause,  and  never  a 
remedy  for  disease.  They  are  used  lavishly  in  nearly  all  our  hos¬ 
pitals,  jails,  almshouses,  and  asylums,  as  is  shown  by  the  Reports 
from  those  Institutions.  There  was  purchased  for  use  in  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Almshouse  in  1865 — 

Wine,  399i  gallons,  at  a  cost  of  .  .  $1058  61 

Whiskey,  1814J,  gallons,  at  a  cost  of  .  5303  15 

Porter,  141  barrels  =  4000  gallons,  “  .  1631  00 

$1989  42 

Making  a  cost  of  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
dollars  and  forty-two  cents,  exclusive  of  the  cost  for  alcohol. 

In  1861  there  was  purchased  of — 

•  % 

Whiskey,  961  gallons,  at  a  cost  of  .  .  $2615  18 

Wine,  915  gallons,  at  a  cost  of  .  .  .  2513  30 

Porter,  106  barrels  =  3392  gallons  “  .  1222  00 

$6411  08 

Making  a  total  of  six  thousand  four  hundred  and  eleven  dollars 
and  eight  cents,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  alcohol,  which  always  goes 
into  the  drug  account. 

In  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  Report  for  the  year  ending  4th 
mo.,  21th,  1861, 1  find  the  whole  amount  for  medicines  was  $2004  11, 
which  doubtless  includes  alcohol  and  chemicals,  while  the — 

Wine  cost . .  $444  29 

Spirits  cost .  1244  02 

Porter  and  mineral  water  .  .  .  136  60 

$2424  91 

Making  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  and 
ninety-one  cents  for  stimulants  alone,  exclusive  of  the  alcohol, 
which  would  swell  the  amount  greatly  and  reduce  the  drug-bill  in 
proportion. 

In  the  Report  of  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  for  1866, 1  find — 

Wine,  35J  gallons,  cost  ....  $124  15 
Pure  old  rye  whiskey,  cost  .  .  .  125  00 

Porter,  99  dozen  — 1188  bottles,  cost  .  .  154  89 

$404  64 

Altogether  four  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  sixty-four  cents, 
while  drugs,  chemicals,  and  medicines,  cost  only  two  hundred  and 
thirty-four  dollars  and  seventeen  cents. 

And  this  is  the  report  of  the  doings  of  an  institution  under  the 
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control  of  one  of  the  most  humane  and  enlightened  physicians  of 
the  State,  one,  too,  who  almost  entirely  repudiates  the  necessity  of 
stimulants,  except  in  a  single  form  of  insanity.  In  all  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  if  we  could  have  the  reports  from  every  almshouse,  jail, 
insane  asylum,  and  hospital,  we  would  read  the  same  story,  that 
brandy,  whiskey,  wine,  and  porter  were  among  the  leading  medi¬ 
cines,  and  cost  more  than  all  other  remedies  together.  We  know 
of  but  one  single  almshouse  in  which  not  one  drop  is  used.  Of  it, 
we  shall  speak  hereafter,  and  shall  ask  you  to  take  note  of  it. 

The  use  of  alcoholic  liquors  by  physicians  seems  to  be  founded 
on  the  popular  doctrine  and  belief  that  they  nourish  the  body  by 
supplying  plastic  material  or  heat  material,  or  else  indirectly  sup¬ 
port  the  system  by  diminishihg  metamorphosis  or  atomic  change ; 
hence  this  class  of  remedies  is  spoken  of  as  supporters  of  vital  heat, 
food  for  the  nerves,  generators  of  force,  etc.  The  mind  is  filled 
with  a  vague  idea  that  strength  and  increased  health  are  the  results 
of  their  use  by  persons  in  health,  thus  warding  off  disease ;  and 
that  in  the  sick,  in  whom,  they  say,  the  vital  force  is  always  de¬ 
pressed,  they  aid  in  sustaining  it.  This  is  a  popular  doctrine,  and 
were  it- not  that  it  has  led  to  so  fatal  results,  it  would  be  amusing 
to  witness  the  satisfied  air  of  those  who  so  triumphantly  prate 
about  giving  brandy  and  whiskey  as  food  for  the  nerves,  to  build 
up  the  system,  to  prevent  metamorphosis,  etc.  We  utterly  repu¬ 
diate  this  doctrine.  We  deny  that  alcohol  increases  vital  force,  is 
food  for  the  nerves,  or  is  indispensable  in  sickness  or  in  health. 

Dr.  T.  Kennard,  of  St.  Louis,  in  an  article,  iu  the  Medical 
Archives,  on  alcohol,  saj^s :  “Whatever  maybe  the  exact  nature 
of  the  deleterious  agent  in  alcohol  acting  upon  the  human  organ¬ 
ism.  we  know  that  it  affects  different  individuals  in  very  different 
degrees,  but  always  by  deranging  the  nervous  system.  Some  persons 
are  injured  by  it,  in  even  the  smallest  quantity,  some  are  rapidly 
poisoned  by  its  abuse,  while  others  are  very  slow  to  experience  its 
baneful  effects.  It  creeps  upon  them  slowly  and  unconsciously, 
and  its  temporary  soothing  and  exhilarating  effects  delude  its  vic¬ 
tims  with  the  belief  that  it  is  the  deficiency  and  not  the  excess  of 
amount  taken,  which  gives  rise  to  all  the  miserable  symptoms  of 
chronic  alcoholism.”  Prof.  jST.  S.  Davis,  who  has  with  much  propriety 
been  called  the  Father  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  in  an 
“  Essay  on  the  Effects  of  Alcohol,”  writes :  “  It  is  probable  that  a 
very  large  majority  of  the  people,  even  at  the  present  time,  regard 
alcoholic  drinks,  when  taken  with  moderation  as  tonic,  nourishing, 
warming,  and  life-sustaining,  the  conservators  of  strength  in  man¬ 
hood  and  the  milk  of  age.  These  popular  notions  are  strengthened 
on  the  one  hand  by  the  direct  exhilarating  effects  of  alcohol  on  the 
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nervous  system,  and  on  the  other  by  certain  theoretical  dogmas 
promulgated  by  Liebig,  Johnston,  Hammond,  and  others,  who  have 
boldly  proclaimed  alcohol  to  be  respiratory  or  accessory  food. 
This  class  of  chemico-physiologists  simply  point  to  the  fact  that 
alcohol  in  its  chemical  relations  belongs  to  the  class  of  hydrocar¬ 
bons  :  and  that  those  substances  out  of  the  living  body  are  capable 
of  undergoing  combustion,  by  uniting  with  oxygen ;  and  they 
straightway  jump  to  the  conclusion  that,  when  taken  into  the  sys¬ 
tem,  they  actually  enter  into  like  combination  with  oxygen,  and 
thus  become  respiratory  food.  And  yet  we  search  in  all  their 
writings,  in  vain,  for  the  first  item  of  proof  that  their  mere  theo¬ 
retical  deductions  are  correct.  A  more  recent  modification  of  the 
theories  emanating  from  this  school  of  writers,  makes  alcohol  not 
respiratory  but  accessory  food.  It  having  been  clearly  proved  by 
the  experiments  of  Boker  and  others,  that  the  presence  of  alcohol 
in  the  system  lessened  the  atomic  changes  and  secretions  in  such  a 
way,  as  to  diminish  the  sum  total  of  eliminations  in  a  given  time, 
it  was  at  once  assumed  that  the  diminution  of  atomic  changes  in 
the  tissues  of  the  body  was  equivalent  to  just  so  much  nutrition 
or  addition  of  new  matter  through  digestion  or  assimilation  ;  hence 
the  alcohol  was  declared  to  be  accessory  or  indirect  food,  a  fallacy 
which  will  be  exposed  hereafter.”  He  continues  :  “We  have  thus 
stated  fairly  the  theoretical  doctrines  of  this  class  of  men,  because 
their  names  are  continually  quoted  as  authority  throughout  all  de¬ 
partments  of  our  literature.  Let  us  now  see  how  their  theoretical 
assumptions  and  popular  notions  are  sustained  by  a  wide  range  of 
experiments  and  carefully  observed  facts.” 

“  First. — Numerous  chemical  analyses  of  the  blood  and  different 
tissues,  made  by  different  experimenters,  show  that,  when  alcoholic 
drinks  are  taken,  the  alcohol  enters  the  blood  and  permeates  with 
it  every  part  of  the  body.  This  position  is  acknowledged  to  be 
correct  by  all  classes  of  observers. 

“  Second. — An  equally  reliable  series  of  experiments  have  shown 
that  alcohol  undergoes  no  chemical  change  in  the  system,  but  is 
eliminated  through  the  excretory  organs,  more  especially  the  lungs 
and  kidneys,  within  a  few  hours  after  being  taken.  This  position, 
though  long  disputed,  was  fully  established  by  the  results  of  the 
well  devised  and  carefully  executed  experiments  of  Lallemand, 
Perrin,  and  Duroju 

“  Third. — While  in  the  blood  and  circulating  in  the  sj^stem,  the 
alcohol  diminishes  the  sensibility  of  the  brain  and  nervous  system 
in  the  same  manner  as  other  anaesthetics,  and  also  retards  the  active 
changes  in  all  the  tissues ;  and  consequently  diminishes  the  sum 
total  of  eliminations  or  excretions  in  a  given  period  of  time.  The 
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numerous  and  patient  experimental  investigations  of  Prout,  San¬ 
dras,  and  Bouckardat,  Boker,  Hammond,  and  others  have  removed 
all  doubts  in  regard  to  the  truth  of  this  proposition. 

“  Fourth. — By  diminishing  the  atomic  changes  in  the  tissues  of 
the  body  and  the  sensibility  of  the  nei’vous  system,  the  alcohol, 
bjr  its  presence,  also  diminishes  the  temperature,  the  strength,  and 
the  power  of  endurance.  That  its  presence  in  the  system  reduces 
the  temperature  was  first  fully  established  by  the  results  of  a 
series  of  experiments  performed  by  myself  in  1850,  some  of  which 
I  repeated  in  1861.  These  experiments  consisted  in  testing  the  actual 
temperature  of  the  body  every  half  hour,  with  a  delicately  gradu¬ 
ated  thermometer,  for  three  hours  after  a  moderate  drink  of  alco¬ 
holic  liquor.  The  tests  were  applied  to  both  wine  and  whiskey. 
These  results  are  confirmed  by  the  observations  of  Magnus  and 
others  in  Europe.  That  the  presence  of  alcohol  directly  diminishes 
the  strength  and  power  of  endurance  is  proved,  not  only  by  the 
foregoing  scientific  investigations,  but  also  by  a  large  number  of 
carefully  observed  facts  in  relation  to  the  results  of  labor  in  civil 
and  military  life,  and  by  the  statistics  of  sickness  and  mortality.” 

Prof.  Davis  also  presents  numerous  facts,  and  the  authority  of 
great  names,  among  whom  may  be  found  Dr.  Benjamin  Bush,  Dr. 
Frank  H.  Hamilton,  and  others  as  eminent,  to  prove  the  truth  of 
his  position.  In  conclusion  he  says :  “  It  were  easy  to  fill  a  volume 
with  facts  and  statistics  showing  that,  in  every  relation  of  life,  the 
nse  of  alcoholic  drinks  diminishes  man’s  capacity  to  endure  both 
mental  and  physical  labor ;  increases  his  predisposition  to  disease, 
and  shortens  the  average  duration  of  life.  And  although  we  have 
had  our  attention  directed  to  this  subject  for  thirty  years,  we  have  not 
found,  either  in  the  records  of  medicine  or  of  general  literature,  a 
single  statistical  item  calculated  to  prove  the  contrary.  We  have 
seen  an  abundance  of  opinions  expressed,  but  opinions  are  not  facts. 
It  is  very  common  to  hear  that  some  sick  or  injured  person  has 
been  kept  up,  or  kept  alive,  on  brandy,  or  wkiskejq  or  wine.  But 
do  those  who  testify  have  any  reliable  means  of  knowing  whether 
the  sick  person  was  actually  kept  alive  by  the  potion,  or  whether  he 
lived  in  spite  of  it  ? 

The  eminent  Dr.  Todd  testified  strongly  to  the  sustaining  and 
beneficial  influence  of  alcoholic  drinks  in  the  low  forms  of  fever, 
yet  statistics  show  that  in  the  London  Fever  Hospitals,  with  which 
he  was  connected,  the  ratio  of  mortality  increased  pari  passu  with 
the  increased  use  of  alcoholic  drinks.  The  able  corps  of  medical 
attendants  at  the  Bellevue  and  Emigrant  Hospitals  of  New  York 
also  bore  decided  testimony  to  the  utility  of  those  liquors  in  the 
treatment  of  the  same  forms  of  fever,  and  used  them  largely.  But 
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the  mortality  was  one  in  every  five  or  six  cases  treated.  The  same 
fevers  placed  in  tents  with  plenty  of  fresh  air  and  nourishment 
without  a  drop  of  alcoholic  drinks  in  their  treatment  gave  a  mor¬ 
tality  of  only  one  in  seventeen. 

Those  who  imagine  that  to  diminish  the  waste  of  tissues,  by 
diminishing  the  atomic  changes,  is  equivalent  to  the  actual  assimi¬ 
lation  and  addition  of  new  atoms,  forget  that  all  the  phenomena  of 
life  in  the  physical  organism  are  the  direct  result  of  such  atomic 
changes :  and  whatever  diminishes  these  actually  diminishes  phy¬ 
sical  life — and  to  stop  them  is  to  stop  life.”  Such  are  the  opinions 
of  Professor  JST.  S.  Davis,  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  American 
medical  men,  and  against  whom  lies  no  charge  of  radicalism  in 
temperance.  Against  the  use  of  alcohol  as  accessory  food,  by  its 
power  of  diminishing  or  retarding  metamorphosis  or  atomic  change 
m  the  system,  allow  us  also  to  quote  from  Chambers's  Reneival  of 
Li  fe.  On  page  31,  he  says :  “  There  cannot  be  too  active  a  meta¬ 
morphosis  of  tissue — the  most  active  metamorphosis  of  the  body 
possible,  the  highest  possible  development  of  life,  is  health;  the 
complete  cessation  of  metamorphosis,  death ;  the  partial  cessation 
or  arrest  is  disease." 

If,  then,  as  these  authors  have  proved,  alcohol  always,  and  in 
whatever  dose  used,  permeates  the  system  unchanged,  and  arrests 
in  degree  the  natural  atomic  changes,  on  which  health  depends, 
why  shall  we  not  believe  with  those  whom  we  have  already 
quoted  that  it  is  always  a  producer  of  disease  and  never  valuable 
as  a  remedy ;  and  with  Doctor  Day,  the  distinguished  physician  of 
the  Inebriate  Asylum  at  Binghampton,  New  York,  and  with  Dr. 
J oseph  Parrish,  the  enlightened  and  philanthropic  physician  of  the 
Sanitarium  at  Media,  Pa.,  “  that  even  the  appetite  for  alcohol  is  the 
result  of  a  disease  produced  by  its  use,”  and  with  Dr.  Kennard,  of 
St.  Louis,  “  that  it  always  acts  by  deranging  the  nervous  system.” 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  first  part  of  the  resolution,  we  come 
now  to  consider  the  latter  clause,  in  which  it  is  asserted  that  a 
practice  based  on  common  sense  and  a  sound  clinical  experience 
and  observation  must  take  its  place,  and  thus  bring  healing  and 
blessings  on  its  wings  to  the  nations  of  the  earth.  There  are  hosts 
of  physicians  in  this  country,  and  mairy  in  this  Society,  that  have 
unbounded  faith  in  the  present  stimulant  treatment,  and  exhibit 
the  utmost  scorn  towards  those  who  are  inclined  to  believe  that 
alcohol  is  not  essential  to  the  treatment  of  disease.  It  is  our  duty 
then  to  examine  this  part  of  the  resolution,  to  see  whether  a  modi¬ 
fied  regenerated  practice — a  practice  that  dispenses  with  the  use  of 
alcoholic  stimulants — would  not  only  be  safe  but  be  so  advantageous 
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as  to  “  bring  healing  and  blessings  on  its  wings  to  mankind,”  for 
we  are  not  disposed  to  allow  the  author  of  this  declaration  to  escape 
one  iota  of  the  responsibility  which  he  has  invoked. 

The  eminent  Professor  Benjamin  Rush  was  one  of  the  first  in 
this  country  of  the  teachers  in  medicine  to  speak  against  the  use 
of  alcoholic  stimulants,  and  Professor  Chapman,  one  of  the  brightest 
ornaments  of  our  profession,  near  the  close  of  life  and  after  a  long 
medical  experience  said:  “  It  is  the  sacred  duty  of  every  one  exer¬ 
cising  the  profession  of  medicine,  to  unite  with  the  moralist,  the 
divine,  and  the  economist  in  discouraging  the  consumption  of  those 
baneful  articles,  and  as  the  first  step  in  the  reformation  to  discounte¬ 
nance  the  baneful  notion  of  their  remedial  efficacy .” 

Professor  Seward,  of  Washington  City,  says:  “While  we  are 
convinced  that  there  is  no  case  in  which  ardent  spirits  are  indis¬ 
pensable,  and  for  which  there  is  not  an  adequate  substitute,  we  are 
equally  assured  that  as  long  as  there  is  an  exception  allowed,  and 
men  are  permitted  to  use  it  as  a  medicine,  so  long  we  shall  have 
invalids  and  drunkards  among  us.” 

The  eminent  Dr.  Muzzey,  of  Cincinnati,  declared :  “  To  a  place 
among  preventives  of  disease  spirituous  drinks  can  present  but  the 
most  feeble  claims.  The  best  protection  against  disease  is  derived 
from  a  natural,  healthy,  unfluctuating  state  of  vital  action  sustained 
by  plain  articles  of  nutriment  uninfluenced  by  any  innutritious 
drinking  of  stimuli  which  operate  on  the  whole  nervous  power. 
There  is  the  most  appalling  evidence  of  the  pernicious  influence  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  preparing  the  constitution  for  an  attack  of 
cholera.  Tipplers,  exposed  to  the  exciting  causes  of  inflamma¬ 
tory,  epidemic  and  contagious  diseases,  are  liable  to  attack  and  die 
in  great  numbers.  Witness  the  results  in  epidemic  pleurisies, 
pneumonia,  the  severe  forms  of  influenza,  pestilential  fevers,  and 
cholera.” 

Thus  spoke  this  gi'eat  medical  practitioner,  and  yet  so  universal 
has  the  belief  in  the  preventive  and  remedial  powers  of  alcohol 
become;  so  universally  is  it  prescribed,  that  Dr.  John  Bell,  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  learned  physicians  of  Philadelphia,  during  the 
last  visitation  of  cholera  to  this  country,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Physicians,  felt  called  upon  to  denounce  their  use  in  that 
disease  as  murderous.  He  said :  “  Cholera  results  from  an  atmos¬ 
pheric  poison.  The  alcoholic  practice  is  murderous.  Too  much 
attention  has  been  paid  to  the  prostration,  and  this  has  induced  a 
belief  that  stimulants  are  necessary  in  the  treatment.  The  propor¬ 
tion  of  deaths  from  this  practice  is  perhaps  nine  out  of  ten.  The 
idea  that  alcohol  is  a  preventive  of  disease  is  a  most  popular  one,  and 
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one  which,”  he  feared,  “  was  encouraged  by  the  profession.  It  was 
a  most  fallacious,  and,  he  might  add,  pernicious  doctrine  that  the 
use  of  alcoholic  drinks  was  a  preventive  of  disease.  It  was  argued 
some  years  ago,  that  a  fever  might  be  kept  off  by  their  use,  but  the 
fallacy  of  that  argument  had  been  conclusively  shown.” 

Dr.  Bell  was  followed  by  Dr.  Nebinger,  so  well  and  favorably 
known  to  us  all  as  a  conscientious  and  learned  physician  and  a 
prominent  member  of  this  Society.  He  said :  “  I  deeply  regret  that 
the  previous  speaker  has  objected  to  the  publication  of  his  remarks 
(in  the  public  papers)  in  reference  to  the  pernicious  effects  of  the  use 
of  alcoholic  drinks  as  preventives  of  cholera,  and  his  well  uttered 
denunciation  of  the  practice,  for  they  are  not  only  well  worthy  of 
publication,  but  deserve  to  be  published  in  letters  of  gold,  that 
thejr  might  attract  and  be  read  by  every  eye.  The  terrifically  bad 
effects  of  the  recommendation  by  the  faculty  of  Philadelphia  and 
other  places,  in  1832  and  1849,  of  the  use  of  alcoholic  beverages 
as  preventives  of  cholera  were  well  known.  Dr.  Bell  had  wisely 
raised  his  voice  against  a  practice  which,  while  it  was  well  calcu¬ 
lated  to  contaminate  the  morals,  so  distempered  the  body  as  to 
produce  a  predisposition  to  an  attack  of  the  malady  it  was  im¬ 
properly  used  to  prevent.”  To  these  bold,  manly  utterances  of 
those  scientific  physicians,  made  in  the  presence  of  their  fellows, 
there  was  no  dissenting  voice,  and  still  the  murderous  practice  goes 
on.  We  have  already  shown  that  fevers  are  cured  better  without 
them  than  with  them.  If,  then,  in  the  fearful  prostration  of  fevers 
and  cholera  they  are  not  needed,  where  shall  we  use  them  ? 

The  eminent  surgeon  of  Nottingham,  Mr.  Higginbottom,  writes: 
“If  all  intoxicating  drinks  were  banished  from  the  earth  it  would 
be  a  real  blessing,  and  in  a  few  weeks  they  would  not  be  missed, 
even  as  a  medicine.  For  the  first  twenty  years,  I  ignorantly  gave 
alcohol  in  some  diseases,  as  was  customary,  yet  as  early  as  1813,  I 
discontinued  it  in  typhus,  typhoid,  and  other  fevers  with  the  most 
marked  beneficial  results.  For  thirty  years  I  have  not  prescribed 
alcohol  as  a  medicine.  I  have  discovered  a  great  truth  and  made 
a  great  discovery — that  alcohol  in  every  form  may  be  dispensed 
with  in  medical  and  surgical  practice  and  is  not  required  in  a  single 
disorder  or  disease.  My  practice  has  been  open  to  hourly  inspec¬ 
tion  and  observation  for  thirty  years  or  more,  in  the  centre  of  a 
large  and  populous  town,  surrounded  by  more  than  forty  surgeons 
and  physicians,  most  of  them  intelligent  and  discerning  men. 
Surely  some  one  of  them  would  have  informed  me  of  ury  insuffi¬ 
ciency  or  mal-practice,  had  I  been  in  error.  During  my  long  prac¬ 
tice  I  have  not  known  or  seen  a  single  disease  cured  by  alcohol ; 
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on  the  contrary,  it  is  the  most  fertile  producer  of  disease.  It  is 
destitute  of  any  medicinal  principle  implanted  by  the  Creator  in 
genuine  medicines ;”  and,  quoting  from  a  medical  writer,  he  says  : 
“  The  diseases  occasioned  by  alcohol  have  been  by  far  more 
destructive  than  any  plague  that  ever  raged  in  Christendom,  more 
malignant  than  any  other  epidemic  pestilence  that  ever  desolated 
our  suffering  race;  whether  in  the  shape  of  the  contagious  and 
burning  smallpox,  the  cholera  of  the  East,  or  the  yellow  fever  of 
the  West — diseases  by  far  more  loathsome,  infectious,  and  destruc¬ 
tive  than  all  of  them  put  together,  with  all  their  dreadful  array  of 
suffering  and  death,  united  in  one  ghastly  assemblage  of  horrific 
and  appalling  misery.” 

Dr.  L.  M.  Bennett  says :  “  I  for  one  believe  that  there  is  no  curable 
disease  but  may  be  treated  and  cured  better  without  alcohol  than 
with  it.” 

Dr.  R.  L.  Barclay,  of  Stonebridge,  writes :  “  I  have  banished  them 
from  my  practice  since  1841.  During  these  twenty-one  years  I  have 
not  made  fewer  than  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  visits,  and 
I  am  free  to  say  that  the  recoveries  have  been  more  numerous  and 
more  rapid  than  they  were  during  the  five  years  I  followed  the 
usual  practice  and  gave  brandy,  wine,  and  beer.  Of  these  numerous 
patients,  many  were  laboring  under  the  most  aggravated  forms  oi 
typhus  and  other  malignant  fevers,  smallpox,  cholera,  mania-a-potu, 
large  exhausting  abscesses,  and  many  other  diseases  in  which  alco¬ 
holic  stimulants  are  usually  administered  and  thought  to  be  essen¬ 
tial.  I  have  attended,  likewise,  the  patients  of  two  large  hospitals 
for  many  years — one  in  town,  the  other  in  the  country  ;  the  paupers 
of  a  populous  parish  for  sixteen  years;  the  members  of  nine  benefit- 
clubs  for  many  years,  some  of  them  numbering  three  hundred 
members — and  in  all  these  different  cases  and  under  all  those  dif¬ 
ferent  circumstances,  I  have  not  found  it  once  necessary  to  prescribe 
either  spirituous,  vinous,  or  malt  liquors.” 

Says  Dr.  Henry  Mudge:  “Having  published  short  notices  of 
over  forty  forms  of  disease,  including  accouchements  by  the  hun¬ 
dred,  hemorrhages,  shock,  typhus  fever,  consumption,  purulent 
discharges,  large  burns,  and  indigestions,  cured  without  alcoholics, 
I  have  some  right  to  claim  equal  explicitness  from  those  who  pre¬ 
scribe  them.” 

Dr.  W.  W.  Townsend,  of  the  Chester  County  Almshouse,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  says:  “There  has  not 
been  a  pint  of  alcoholic  liquors  in  the  form  of  brandy,  wine,  whiskey, 
beer,  or  ale,  used  in  this  house  as  an  internal  remedy  for  twenty 
months;  and  very  little  since  I  have  had  charge  of  it,  and  the  little 
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that  was  used,  I  am  certain  did  harm.  My  patients  got  well  sooner 
and  better  when  none  was  used.  I  have  treated  mania-a-potu, 
typhoid  fever,  dysentery)  pneumonia,  and  surgical  cases,  and  I  appeal 
to  the  record  for  the  evidence  of  the  success  of  my  practice.  There 
have  been  fewer  deaths  than  in  any  period  of  the  same  length  of 
time  for  twenty  years — I  have  examined  the  records  no  further — 
and  I  am  so  well  satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  the  practice,  that  I 
shall  never  resort  to  those  kinds  of  stimulants  in  the  treatment  of 
any  kind  of  disease  that  may  come  under  my  care.” 

Dr.  T.  W.  Gairdner,  in  a  late  number  of  the  Glasgow  Medical 
Journal,  in  an  able  article  on  Alcoholic  Stimulation,  says:  “  It  is 
an  error  to  conceive  of  alcoholic  stimulation  as  a  proper  substitute 
in  febrile  diseases  for  ordinary  food.  Even  beef-tea  (so  much  favored 
by  Dr.  Todd  in  conjunction  with  alcohol)  is  of  very  inferior  nutritive 
value  to  milk,  and  of  secondary  importance.  To  give  brandy  and 
beef-tea  every  hour  or  half  hour  for  days  and  nights  together,  even 
waking  up  the  patient  (as  is  recommended  by  Dr.  Todd)  in  order 
to  give  him  his  food  and  stimulants,  is  the  surest  of  all  ways  to 
destroy  what  remains  of  natural  appetite.  It  is  an  error  to  suppose 
that  patients  affected  with  very  severe  symptoms  of  acute  disease 
are  capable  of  tolerating  indefinitely  greater  amounts  of  alcoholic 
liquors  than  can  be  given  in  health. 

“  It  is  almost  certain  from  facts  already  observed  that  in  young 
persons  the  mortality  of  fevers  is  greatly  increased  by  the  continuous 
administration  of  alcoholic  stimulants ;  and,  it  may  be  confidently 
anticipated,  as  a  result  of  improved  consideration  given  to  the  sub¬ 
ject,  that  the  profuse  and  continuous  administration  of  alcoholic 
stimulants  with  a  view  to  alimentation  in  acute  disease,  will  ere 
long  be  abandoned  as  inconsistent  with  an  enlightened  physiology 
and  a  sound  practice.  A  subordinate,  though  very  important  con¬ 
sideration,  bearing  on  this  profuse  and  continuous  stimulation  is, 
that  such  liberal  doses  of  wine  and  spirits  given  habitually  under 
medical  advice  tend  to  give  a  wrong  bias  to  public  opinion,  and 
(even  apart  from  the  grave  moral  consequences  prising  from  the 
abuses  of  alcoholic  liquors)  to  involve  the  whole  medical  practice 
of  the  country  in  a  system  of  unnecessary  and,  therefore,  wasteful 
expenditure.  It  is  as  nearly  as  possible  a  demonstrated  fact,  that 
much  of  what  is  spent  in  wines  and  spirits  for  the  sick  in  hospitals, 
(and  probably  also  in  private  practice)  is  unnecessarily,  if  not 
injuriously  spent.  Typhus  fever,  as  it  occurs  in  Glasgow,  almost 
always  among  the  poor,  and  often  among  the  most  ill-nourished, 
debilitated  and  dissipated  classes,  is  the  very  type  of  a  disease 
which  would  appear  to  require  the  highest  doses,  and  the  most  fre- 
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quent  and  liberal  administration  of  alcoholic  stimulants.  Yet  it 
has  been  clearly  shown  that  typhus  fever  in  Glasgow  may  be  so 
treated  as  to  have  a  diminished  mortality  with  the  aid  simply  of 
milk  diet  and  careful  nursing.” 

In  confirmation  of  the  above,  allow  me  to  quote  again  from  the 
lecture  of  Dr.  Wilkes.  “  To  my  mind,  the  most  important  question 
in  therapeutics  is  the  value  of  alcohol  in  disease.  You  are  as 
thoroughly  to  consider  the  propriety  of  it,  as  you  would  any  drug 
in  the  pharmacopoeia.  You  have  witnessed  that  fevers  will  do  well 
without  them.  Young  persons  with  typhus  and  typhoid  do  far 
better,  I  believe,  without  them.  That  they  make  good  recoveries 
on  simple  milk  diet  is  a  fact  which  my  hospital  cases  prove,  and 
which  no  argument  can  gainsay.  It  is  also  a  fact,  that  in  bronchitis 
I  have  often  seen  improvement  after  stimulants  have  been  omitted ; 
and  as  regards  heart  disease,  the  amount  of  mischief  done  by  stimu¬ 
lation  is  immense.”  Such  are  the  testimonies  of  some  of  the  first 
medical  men  in  Europe. 

It  is  but  a  few  years  ago,  that  almost  the  only  treatment  for 
m  ania-a-potu,  delirum  tremens,  and  all  the  tortures  of  chronic 
alcoholism,  was  more  rum ;  now  scarcely  any  really  enlightened 
physician  thinks  it  necessary.  Dr.  Day,  Physician  and  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Inebriate  Asylum  of  New  York  State,  does  not  use 
it  in  the  treatment  of  those  diseases.  Dr.  John  Curwen,  Physician 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Harrisburg, 
informed  a  member  of  this  Committee,  that  he  has  found  it  necessary 
only  in  a  single  form  of  fierce  insanity,  and  then  not  as  a  means  of 
cure,  but  for  procuring  quiet,  by  means,  we  suppose,  of  the  deep 
intoxication  which  it  produces. 

But  again  we  are  met  by  the  almost  universal  demand  for  whiskey 
as  a  cure  and  preventive  of  consumption.  There  is  scarcely  a  single 
person  in  the  whole  country,  threatened  with  or  suffering  from  that 
disease,  who  is  not  dosed  daily  with  either  brandy  or  whiskey,  in 
large  doses,  by  advice  of  the  physician,  who  conscientiously  regards 
them  as  the  great  remedies  to  increase  vital  force,  and  thus  avert 
the  disposition  to  tubercle.  We  have,  for  several  years,  had  occa¬ 
sion  to  deplore  this  system  of  treatment,  and  from  most  careful 
observations  made  in  a  large  region  of  country,  where  the  history 
of  every  case  of  phthisis,  which  occurred,  could  be  ascertained  from 
week  to  week,  we  have  failed  to  discover  the  least  benefit  derived 
from  the  use  of  alcohol,  either  as  a  preventive  or  remedy  in  that 
affection. 

In  1859,  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society  offered  a  prize  of  two 
hundred  dollars  for  the  best  essay  on  “  The  effect  of  the  use  of 
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Alcoholic  Liquors  in  tubercular  disease  or  in  constitutions  predis¬ 
posed  to  that  disease,  to  be  shown  as  far  as  possible  by  statistics.” 
The  prize  was  awarded  to  John  Bell,  M.  D.,  of  New  York.  Seldom 
have  observations  been  more  thoroughly  made;  more  carefully  con¬ 
ducted  through  a  long  period  of  time,  and  embracing  every  condi¬ 
tion  and  circumstance  which  could  conduct  to  reliable  conclusions; 
and  what  are  the  results  ? 

First.  That  the  opinion  prevalent  as  to  the  use  of  alcoholic  liquors 
having  a  marked  effect  in  preventing  consumption,  is  without  any 
solid  foundation. 

Second.  Their  use  on  the  contrary  appears  rather  to  predispose 
to  tubercular  deposition. 

Third.  Where  tubercle  already  exists,  alcohol  has  no  obvious 
effect  in  modifying  its  usual  course. 

Fourth.  Neither  does  it  mitigate  in  any  considerable  degree  the 
morbid  effects  of  tubercle  upon  the  system  at  large. 

Such  are  the  conclusions  of  an  extended  investigation  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  by  the  man  to  whom  the  Medical  Society  of  Rhode  Island  joy¬ 
fully  awarded  the  meed  of  merit ;  and  we  are  happy  to  oppose  it 
to  the  alcoholic  practice  of  Anstie,  Bennett,  Todd,  Chambers,  and 
others,  who  have  placed  alcohol  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  remedial 
agents.  They  have  sung  praises  to  the  healing  virtues  of  alcohol. 
Their  songs  have  been  heard  in  every  family,  and  now  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  in  palace  and  in  hovel,  the  word 
has  passed  that  the  young  child,  the  delicate  school  girl,  the  slender 
apprentice,  the  studious  youth,  the  nursing  mother,  the  anxious 
merchant,  the  girls  in  the  store,  the  tailor  on  the  bench,  all  who  take 
exercise,  and  those  who  take  none,  can  have  immunity  from  con¬ 
sumption  only  by  the  daily  use  of  whiskey.  To  oppose  this  popu¬ 
lar  practice  is  to  call  down  on  our  heads  the  anathemas  of  those 
who  are  ever  ready  to  stifle  free  discussion.  We  have  conscienti¬ 
ously  and  prayerfully  desired  to  make  a  just  report  on  the  resolu¬ 
tion,  and  are  constrained  in  view  of  the  facts  bearing  on  the  subject, 
to  declare  that  there  exists  a  terrible  practice  of  stimulation  which 
“  sends  its  victims  daily,  by  thousands,  prematurely  to  the  grave, 
and  fills  the  land  with  drunkenness  and  crime ;”  that  a  modified, 
regenerated  practice,  based  on  common  sense  and  a  sound  clinical 
observation,  should  take  its  place  to  bring  healing  and  blessings  on 
its  wings  to  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

IIIRAM  CORSON, 

W.  W.  TOWNSEND, 

Committee 
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MW  INSTRUMENT  FOR  THE  TREATMENT  OF  LATERAL 
CURVATURE  OF  THE  SPINE. 

BY  BENJAMIN1  LEE,  31.  D., 

OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


The  instrument  which  I  have  the  honor  to  present  for  the  in¬ 
spection  of  the  Society  is  an  attempt  to  embody  two  ideas,  one  of 
which  has  never  been  generally  recognized,  and  neither  of  which 
has  been  intelligently  acted  upon,  in  the  construction  of  apparatus 
for  remedying  that  deformity  of  the  spine  known  as  Lateral  Curva¬ 
ture. 

The  failure  of  all  efforts,  heretofore,  to  correct  this  distortion  by 
means  of  apparatus  worn  upon  the  person — sufficiently  attested  by 
the  fact  that  many  very  intelligent  observers  who  have  devoted 
much  time  to  the  study  of  this  problem  as  well  indeed  as  the  great 
mass  of  the  profession,  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  all 
attempt  at  mechanical  support  is  useless,  if  not  injurious — this 
failure,  I  say,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  these  two  most 
important  elements  in  the  solution  of  the  problem  have  been  disre¬ 
garded.  Success,  I  believe,  cannot  be  obtained  without  recognizing 
and  acting  upon  them.  Whether  or  not  the  mechanism  which  I  now 
have  the  honor  to  bring  before  you  will  do  so,  in  as  efficient  and 
practical  a  manner  as  possible,  can  only  be  proven  by  the  test  of 
experience.  I  can  say,  however,  that  while  I  have  not  as  yet  em¬ 
ployed  it  in  a  sufficient  number  of  cases  to  consider  that  it  has 
fairly  stood  that  test,  those  in  which  I  have  tried  it  have  given  en¬ 
couraging  evidence  of  improvement. 

The  two  pathological  facts  to  which  I  refer  are :  1st.  That  in 
every  case  of  true  lateral  curvature  there  is  also  posterior  curvature, 
not  in  the  sense  in  which  this  term  is  ordinarily  used,  as  synony¬ 
mous  with  angular  curvature,  but  a  general  yielding  of  the  spinal 
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column  posteriorly  such  as  would  constitute,  were  there  no  lateral 
curvature  to  mask  it,  a  u  bad  stoop.”  This  I  consider  is  not  gene¬ 
rally  recognized  as  an  element  of  the  deformity.  That  it  is  so, 
however,  is  sufficiently  proven  by  the  accompanying  drawings,  copied 
from  the  works  of  an  English  author  of  more  merit  than  celebrity, 
Dr.  Mathias  Roth,  of  London.  They  are  accurate  delineations  of 
actual  cases,  not  diagrams ,  and  the  degree  of  deviation  from  the 
normal  standard  of  symmetry  may  be  seen  by  comparing  them  with 
the  representation  of  the  perfect  form,  Plate  I.,  Fig.  I.,  and  by  their 
relations  to  the  perpendicular.  I  claim  then,  first,  that  it  is  essential 
to  the  effectiveness  of  an  instrument  for  lateral  curvature,  that  it 
should  possess  a  provision  for  overcoming  posterior  curvature.1 

The  second  element  of  deformitj^  to  which  I  desire  to  refer  is  now 
fully  described  in  all  works  upon  the  subject,  as  rotation  of  the  ver¬ 
tebras ,  torsion  or  twisting  of  the  spine.  It  is  to  this  that  the  posterior 
prominence  of  the  shoulder  corresponding  to  the  superior  or  dorsal 
curve  is  due,  Plate  II.,  Fig.  II.  But  for  it,  that  shoulder  would  simply 
be  elevated  and  displaced  laterally.  There  are  but  two  forms  of  in¬ 
strument,  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  which  make  any  intelligent 
attempt  to  correct  this  part  of  the  deformity :  that  of  Verral ,  the 
action  of  which  is  unilateral  so  far  as  the  chest  is  concerned,  and 
therefore,  inadequate,  and  that  described  by  Mr.  Bigg.  As  the  latter 
author  gives  no  plate  or  exact  description  of  the  mechanism  on  which 
he  relies  to  produce  the  desired  result,  but  simply  a  diagram  indicat¬ 
ing  the  direction  of  the  forces  to  be  employed,  I  am  unable  to  judge  of 
the  value  of  his  instrument  in  this  particular.  The  drawing  which  he 
gives  of  what  appears  to  be  his  favorite  instrument,  is  quite  deficient 
in  power  in  this  respect,  although  he  insists  very  properly  and  forcibly 
upon  the  necessity  for  the  employment  of  antero-posterior  force  in 
a  horizontal  plane  in  order  to  overcome  rotation.  The  accompany¬ 
ing  illustration  shows  the  effect  of  the  torsion  of  the  spine  on  the 
thorax,  the  nature  of  the  distortion  to  be  overcome,  and  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  forces  required,  as  well  as  their  points  of  application  in 
my  instrument,  Plate  II.,  Fig.  I. 

The  three  movements,  then,  necessary  to  be  employed  in  order 
to  remedy  a  lateral  curvature,  are,  in  the  order  of  their  importance — 

1.  A  lateral  movement  directed  against  the  apex  of  the  primary 
curve,  antagonized  by  a  counteracting  movement  against  either  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  curve,  thus  tending  to  directly  unbend  it — attempted 
more  or  less  successfully  in  most  apparatus  for  this  distortion. 

1  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  substituting  for  the  six  illustrations  referred 
to  and  exhibited  before  the  Society,  a  single  one  taken  by  careful  measurement 
from  one  of  my  own  patients,  Plate  I.,  Fig.  II. 
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2.  An  antero-posterior  movement  in  a  horizontal  plane,  directed 
against  the  transverse  processes  of  the  rotated  vertebrae,  and  the 
attached  ribs  on  the  one  side,  and  against  the  face  of  the  thorax  on 
the  opposite  side;  intelligently  attempted  in  only  one  other  instru¬ 
ment,  and — 

3.  An  antero-posterior  movement  in  a  perpendicular  plane, 
directed  against  the  apex  of  the  posterior  curve  behind  and  against 
either  extremity  of  that  curve  in  front — attempted  in  no  other  in¬ 
strument. 

These  movements  are  applied  in  the  apparatus  now  before  the 
Society  in  the  following  manner : — 

The  point  d'appui ,  or  initial  of  force,  must  in  all  such  apparatus 
be  the  pelvic  band,  the  pelvis  forming  the  solid  base  upon  which 
the  spinal  column  is  itself  erected.  This  consists  of  a  steel  band 
encircling  and  accurately  fitting  the  pelvis,  clasping  firmly  in  front, 
and  provided  with  a  bow  for  the  crest  of  the  ilium,  and  a  perineal 
strap  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case  may  require.  A  bow  on  the  side 
corresponding  with  the  projecting  shoulder,  and  a  perineal  strap 
on  the  opposite  side,  form  the  combination  usually  indicated. 
This  band  should  pass  just  above  the  pubis  in  front,  its  lower  edge 
touching  the  upper  limit  of  that  region,  thus  avoiding  any  injurious 
pressure  upon  the  bladder  and  intestines.  From  the  pelvic  band 
we  obtain  the  first  or  simple  lateral  movement  by  means  of  a  strong 
cog-wheel  acting  on  an  upright  curved  steel  lever,  which  carries  a 
side  plate,  after  the  manner  of  Mr.  Bigg.  The  side  plate  is  adapted 
to  the  thorax  laterally  at  a  point  slightly  below  the  level  of  the 
apex  of  the  primary  curve.  This  movement  springs  directly  from 
the  hip-band,  or  from  a  point  immediately  above  it,  because  the 
mechanism  is  there  more  easily  concealed  by  the  clothing,  a 
matter  of  some  moment,  especially  in  the  case  of  ladies.  This 
force,  acting  laterally,  with  a  slight  upward  obliquity,  is  antago¬ 
nized  at  the  inferior  extremity  of  the  curve  by  the  hip-band, 
and  by  the  natural  firmness  of  the  pelvis.  Mr.  Bigg,  as  well  as 
many  other  writers  on  this  subject,  makes  much  of  the  necessity 
for  a  secondary  movement  to  counteract  the  secondary  or  lumbar 
curve  on  the  opposite  side.  This  I  conceive  to  be  utterly  futile, 
and  for  two  reasons.  The  pad  by  which  this  movement  is  executed 
must  press  either  against  the  side  of  the  ilium  or  just  above  it,  for 
if  it  presses  against  the  lower  part  of  the  thorax,  it  but  assists,  in 
most  cases,  the  force  of  deformity.  If  it  presses  against  the  ilium , 
it  is  entirely  nugatory,  because  the  ilium  itself  is  the  source  of 
power,  and  the  attempt  is  as  ridiculous  as  that  of  the  child  who 
attempts  to  lift  himself  by  seizing  his  feet  with  his  hands.  If,  on 
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the  other  hand,  it  presses  above  the  crest  of  the  ilium ,  the  force  is 
expended  upon  yielding  viscera,  which  do  not  transmit  an  atom  of 
it  to  the  spine.  It  is  to  the  pelvis  itself,  firmly  upheld  in  its  hori¬ 
zontal  position  by  the  limbs  on  either  side,  that  we  must  look  for 
support  to  the  lower  end  of  the  spine.  The  lumbar  pad — save  in 
very  exceptional  cases — is  simply  weight  without  an  equivalent  of 
force. 

Above,  the  lateral  force  is  antagonized  by  a  steel  bar  which 
passes  under  the  arm  of  the  opposite  side,  and  is  attached  by 
means  of  a  ratchet  slide  to  a  cross-piece  continuous  with  an  upright 
ascending  on  the  first  mentioned  side  of  the  spine,  and  having  its 
origin  from  the  pelvic  band.  This  bar,  being  brought  into  close 
contact  with  the  side  of  the  chest  at  the  level  of  the  axilla  by 
means  of  the  ratchet,  of  course  shares  equally  with  the  hip-band 
the  opposition  to  the  action  of  the  lateral  pad  on  the  other  side. 

The  second  movement,  antero-posterior  in  a  horizontal  plane,  is 
obtained  in  this  way.  The  upright  just  alluded  to  springs  perpen¬ 
dicularly,  but  with  such  curves  as  adapt  it  to  the  surface  of  the 
back,  from  such  a  point  in  the  pelvic  band  that  at  the  height  of  the 
apex  of  the  lateral  curve  or  just  below  it,  it  shall  cover  by  means  of 
a  pad-plate  which  it  carries,  the  transverse  processes  of  the  verte¬ 
brae,  and  the  origin  of  the  ribs,  on  the  projecting  side.  It  is  in  all 
respects  identical  with  the  upright  of  Dr.  Taylor’s  Angular  Curva¬ 
ture  Instrument,  having  its  pad-plate  hinged  to  admit  of  antero¬ 
posterior  action.  From  the  top  of  this  upright,  as  alread}^  stated, 
a  transverse  bar  passes  across  the  opposite  shoulder  and  under  the 
arm.  This  bar  is  prolonged  until  it  reaches  the  anterior  surface  of 
the  thorax  where  it  expands  into  an  oval  pad,  which  rests  immedi¬ 
ately  below  the  clavicle.  The  action  of  this  pad  is  therefore  pos¬ 
terior,  against  the  advanced  wall  of  the  chest  in  front,  while  at  the 
same  time,  the  pad-plate  of  the  upright  is  making  anterior  pressure 
against  the  origin  of  the  ribs  on  the  other  side.  The  movement  is 
one  of  rotation  of  the  thorax  and  spine  upon  their  common  axis. 
This  movement  can  be  made  as  powerful  as  desired  by  the  action  of 
set  screws  which  act  upon  the  pad-plate.  To  avoid  a  lifting  of  the 
anterior  pad  by  the  action  of  these  screws,  the  cross-bar  is  made 
cylindrical,  and  thus  self-adjusting,  while  a  webbing  strap  passing 
over  the  shoulder,  prevents  it  from  dropping  out  of  position. 

Inasmuch  as  the  apices  of  the  lateral  and  the  posterior  curva¬ 
tures  either  actually  or  nearly  coincide,  the  same  mechanism  which 
untwists  the  spine  also  erects  it,  thus  accomplishing  the  third 
movement  proposed,  and  overcoming  the  posterior  curvature. 

This  instrument  is  not  proposed  as  a  substitute  for  specific  exer- 
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cises  to  strengthen  the  relaxed  spinal  muscles,  or  for  the  use  of 
'  powerful  fixed  apparatus  to  stretch  the  contracted  muscles  and 
ligaments  and  overcome  obstinate  rigidity,  which  I  consider  to  be 
essential  in  any  but  the  early  stages  of  the  distortion,  but  as  a 
valuable  adjunct,  which  saves  from  day  to  day  what  may  have  been 
gained  by  these  means,  hastening  recovery  where  they  can  be  ob¬ 
tained,  and  to  be  relied  on  entirely  only  when  they  are  beyond  the 
patient’s  reach. 

The  mode  of  applying  the  instrument  is  as  follows:  Let  the 
patient  stand  in  front  of  the  operator,  firmly  supported  on  either  side 
by  his  knees.  Pass  the  oval  jiiad  underneath  the  axilla,  and  around 
the  front  of  the  thorax,  so  that  it  may  rest  just  below  the  clavicle. 
Gradually  bring  the  spinal  pad  down  against  the  back,  holding  the 
hip-band  open.  Slip  the  latter  around  the  pelvis,  and  clasp  it 
firmly.  Then  fasten  the  perineal  strap,  drawing  the  hip-band  down 
by  means  of  it  until  it  is  exactly  horizontal.  Slide  the  cross-bar 
towards  the  body  until  the  pad  upon  the  upright  lever  covers  the 
transverse  processes  of  the  vertebrae  on  the  side  of  the  projecting 
shoulder,  and  fasten  the  former  with  the  ring.  Lastly,  by  means 
of  the  key  and  cogwheel,  force  up  the  side  plate  until  it  makes  firm 
pressure  against  the  side.  The  pressure  of  the  spinal  pad  and  of 
the  oval  pad  in  front  cam  be  increased  by  means  of  the  screws 
of  the  upright  lever. 

* 

Note.— My  experience  inclines  me  to  the  belief  that  the  posterior  curvature 
above  alluded  to,  nearly  always  precedes  the  lateral,  and  that  simple  antero¬ 
posterior  support  in  this  early  stage,  coupled  with  appropriate  exercise,  would, 
in  the  vast  majority  of  cases,  avert  the  more  serious  distortion. 
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PLATE  I. 

Fig.  I.  Vertical  and  transverse  aspects  of  normal  spine  and  thorax. 

Fig.  II.  Vertical  and  transverse  aspects  of  spine  and  thorax  dis¬ 
torted  by  Lateral  Curvature. 

PLATE  II. 

Fig.  I.  Diagram  showing  the  torsion  of  the  vertebrae  and  consequent 

deformity  of  the  thorax  in  Lateral  Curvature,  with  the  points 
of  application  and  directions  of  forces  necessary  to  overcome 
it  (curve  to  the  right). 

Fig.  II.  Posterior  aspect  of  trunk  in  Lateral  Curvature  of  the  spine 
(curve  to  the  right). 


PLATE  III. 

Fig.  I.  Dr.  Lee’s  instrument  for  overcoming  Lateral  Curvature  of 
the  spine. 


Fig.  II.  The  instrument  applied. 
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FORM  OF  COUNTY  REPORTS  TO  THE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA.1 2 


I.— CAUSES  WHICH  MODIFY  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  COUNTY. 

1.  Locality: 

Boundaries  of  County,  and  its  situation  in  the  State. 

Its  proximity  to  large  rivers  and  the  lakes ;  to  mountain  ranges ; 
their  direction  and  extent. 

2.  Hydrography  or  Drainage: 

Size  and  direction  of  watercourses,  and  of  the  dividing  ridges 
or  water-sheds. 

Extent  of  river  bottom. 

Power  and  rapidity  of  streams;  danger  and  frequency  of  inun¬ 
dation. 

Quantity  of  marshy  or  springy  soil. 

Artificial  water  channels  and  reservoirs ;  amount  of  lockage. 

3.  Topography: 

Area  and  mean  altitude  of  County. 

Population  and  their  lineage ;  chief  avocations. 

Location  and  size  of  principal  towns. 

General  character  of  surface ;  principal  valleys  and  eminences. 
Nature  and  extent  of  surface  destitute  of  vegetation,  tilled, 
covered  with  forest,  or  in  grass. 

Agricultural  produce;  kinds  of  timber;  effects  of  clearing  and 
of  drainage  on  climate ;  extent  of  artificial  irrigation. 

4.  Geology: 

Geological  position,  actual  location,  dip,  direction  and  extent 
of  the  different  formations. 

Character  of  soil,  subsoil,  and  subjacent  I’ock. 

Source  and  nature  of  water  used  for  domestic  purposes. 

Supply  of  water  to  towns;  kind  of  pipes  used  as  conduits. 

Map  with  geological  features  named,  and  colored  agreeably  to 
the  order  adopted  by  the  State  Geologist.3 

5.  Meteorology:3 

Latitude,  longitude,  and  altitude  of  observer. 

1  See  printed  Transactions,  vol.  v.  p.  52. 

2  Inclose,  by  dotted  lines  with  proper  marginal  references,  those  sections  of  the 
county  in  which  epidemics  have  prevailed. 

3  Observers  for  the  Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia,  as  well  as  for  the  Smith¬ 
sonian  Institution,  Washington,  reside  in  a  number  of  the  counties,  and  would 
furnish  all  the  meteorological  information  required.  See  page  16,  Part  iii.'  1858. 
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Barometric,  thermometric,  aucl  hygrometric  states  of  the  atmosphere 
for  every  clay  in  the  year,  indicating,  in  columns,  the  amount  in 
inches,  of  rain,  hail,  and  snow. 

II.— MORTUARY  TABLES.' 

1.  Mortality: 

From  fevers ;  from  measles,  smallpox,  and  varioloid. 

From  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  air-passages. 

From  diseases  of  the  nervous  system. 

From  diseases  of  the  organs  of  nutrition. 

From  diseases  of  the  urino-genital  organs. 

2.  Causes  assigned  for  death  where  the  number  exceeds  10  per  cent. 

of  the  whole. 

3.  Quarterly  Tables,  showing  the  whole  number  of  deaths  of  white 

and  of  colored  persons  under  1  year,  from  1  to  2,  from  2  to 
5,  from  5  to  10,  from  10  to  15,  from  15  to  20,  and  for  every 
decennial  period  over  20. 

III.— PREVALENT  DISEASES.1 2 

1.  Epidemics  and  Endemics  of  the  year: 

Their  origin  and  march ;  apparently  contagious  or  not ;  how 
affected  by  race,  age,  sex,  temperament,  avocation,  circurn- 
fusa,  ingesta,  and  the  density  of  population. 

2.  Fevers: 

Intermittent  and  remittent ;  their  frequency  as  compared  with 
that  of  former  years. 

Typhus  and  typhoid  fevers ;  smallpox ;  benefits  of  vaccination ; 
measles ;  scarlatina. 

3.  Other  Diseases  : 

Observations  on  their  etiology,  pathology,  and  therapeutics. 
Peculiarity  of  type  or  tendency. 

Number  of  cases,  and  a  comparison  of  it  with  that  of  other 
years. 

4.  Miscellaneous: 

Medical  effects  of  indigenous  plants,  and  of  new  remedies. 
Facts  of  interest  in  surgery  and  obstetrics. 

Notices  of  members  deceased  during  the  year. 

List  of  officers  and  members. 

1  If,  as  is  to  be  feared  in  many  counties,  the  materials  for  this  classification 
cannot  be  obtained,  the  reporter  is  requested  to  approximate  as  closely  to  it  as 
his  means  of  information  will  admit. 

2  In  describing  cases,  give  the  age,  sex,  condition,  and  location  of  patient, 
season  of  year,  treatment,  and  termination. 
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REPORT  OP  THE 


REPORT  OF  THE  BERKS  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


By  reference  to  the  history  of  the  borough  of  Reading,  published 
in  1840,  I  find  that  of  the  twelve  physicians  who  composed  the 
faculty  of  that  day,  but  three  are  living,  and  only  one  engaged  in 
his  profession.  Our  county  possesses  a  population  of  90,000,  and 
the  city  of  Reading  about  45,000.  By  an  inspection  of  the  records 
of  the  Internal  Revenue  Department,  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain 
that  156  physicians  are  located  in  different  parts  of  the  county. 
Less  than  one-third  of  this  number  are  members  of  our  Society^ 
In  this  city  there  are,  on  the  same  authority,  50  physicians,  of 
whom  23  are  active  members  of  our  Society,  while  the  Directory  * 
just  published  increases  that  number.  Strenuous  efforts  have  been 
and  will  be  made  to  induce  all  worthy  and  respectable  practitioners 
to  join  in  our  efforts  to  cultivate  a  high  medical  standard. 

The  topographical,  hydrographical,  and  geological  histories  of 
this  section  have  been  given  so  ably  by  Dr.  Heister  in  1851,  and  Dr. 
Stewart  in  1852,  that  I  take  the  liberty  of  referring  to  them.  From 
my  friend  J.  H.  Rusin,  a  worthy  druggist  in  our  city,  I  have  been 
able  to  obtain  the  following  meagre  meteorological  statistics: — 

The  mean  temperature  in  the  open  air  for  1868  was — 


January,  27.2 
February,  24.5 
March,  39.3 
April,  47.1 


May  59.0 
June,  71.1 
July,  79.9 
August,  74.4 


Sept.,  63.9 

October,  51.6 
November,  44.1 
Dec.,  30.1 


The  coldest  day  of  the  year  was  February  3d,  and  the  hottest 
July  15th.  Fifty  snow  storms  occurred  during  the  year.  No  thaw¬ 
ing  during  the  months  of  January  and  February;  the  temperature 
was  remarkably  uniform.  The  lowest  temperature  noticed  in  Read¬ 
ing  was  1°  below  zero,  although  on  the  banks  of  the  River  (Schuyl¬ 
kill)  it  is  said  to  have  been  3°  below  that  point.  On  the  5th  of 
February  the  ice  on  the  river  was  fourteen  inches  thick.  The  ob¬ 
servations  were  made  as  directed  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  reliable  statistics  showing  the 
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mortality  of  our  county.  The  same  remark  holds  good  in  regard 
to  the  births. 

Since  our  last  report  no  epidemics  have  existed  in  our  county 
with  the  exception  of  measles,  which  I  have  heard  raged  in  some  of 
the  county  districts,  of  which  I  have  no  particulars.  The  only  pe¬ 
culiarities  I  noticed,  in  my  own  practice,  in  the  cases  which  occurred 
exclusively  among  those  families  who  were  obliged  to  use  the  sleep¬ 
ing  apartments  as  kitchen  and  thoroughfare,  were  an  obstinacy  in 
remaining  concealed;  and  that  noticed  by  Dr.  Seiler,  of  Dauphin 
County,  last  year,  a  condition  of  the  fauces  similar  to  what  is  seen 
in  scarlatina.  This  was  readily  relieved  by  a  saline  cathartic  and 
nitrate  of  silver. 

Three  cases  of  smallpox  are  reported.  In  two  cases  the  patients 
had  previously  contracted  the  disease,  and  feeling  secure  had  never 
been  vaccinated. 

Dr.  Wallace  reports  the  following  cases:  “In  September  last,  I 
was  called  to  see  a  man,  somewhat  advanced  in  years,  who  had 
hemorrhage  of  the  bladder,  accompanied  by  paralysis  of  that  organ. 
His  case  had  been  neglected,  and  for  the  forty-eight  hours  preceding 
my  visit,  he  had  passed  no  urine.  As  a  consequence  of  its  great 
distension,  the  bladder  became  paralyzed,  requiring  the  introduction 
of  the  catheter  repeatedly  for  many  days  in  succession.  After  an 
abatement  of  the  symptoms,  the  hemorrhage  subsequently  increased, 
the  blood  becoming  so  clotted  as  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the 
urine  through  the  catheter.  The  usual  expedients  were  resorted  to 
without  success. 

“  In  this  emergency  a  consultation  was  proposed  and  Dr.  Hunter 
was  invited  to  see  him  with  me.  The  doctor  suggested  that  a 
vacuum  should  be  produced  in  the  catheter,  so  that  the  clots  might 
be  broken  up,  and  thus  permit  the  flow  of  the  urine.  Accordingly 
the  nozzle  of  a  small  syringe  was  whittled  down  so  as  to  enable  it 
to  enter  the  extremity  of  the  catheter. 

“The  result  fully  realized  our  expectations,  and  saved  the  patient 
in  his  most  critical  condition.  The  expedient  was  as  ingenious  and 
philosophical  as  it  was  successful  in  its  operation. 

“In  a  case  of  asthma,”  Dr.  Wallace  says,  “the  result  of  a  bron¬ 
chitic  complication,  I  have  recently  prescribed  the  iodide  of  potas¬ 
sium  (in  doses  of  eight  grains  three  times  daily)  with  remarkable 
success.  This  is  but  one  of  a  number  of  instances  in  which  I  have 
used  this  remedy  in  this  disease,  and  I  can  confidently  commend  it 
to  the  attention  of  the  profession.” 

To  Dr.  Coblentz  I  am  indebted  for  the  following : — 

“  Mrs.  L - ,  aged  sixty-five  years,  has  had  abdominal  hernia  for 
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twenty-five  years  or  more.  The  protrusion  took  place  about  two 
inches  below  the  umbilicus.  The  hernial  opening  at  first  was  quite 
small,  but  continued  to  enlarge  till  it  must  have  been  at  least  three 
inches  in  diameter.  The  hernia  frequently  became  partially  strangu¬ 
lated,  so  as  to  require  the  skill  of  a  physician  to  return  it.  Band¬ 
ages  and  trusses  were  applied,  still  the  protrusion  occurred.  During 
this  time  she  bore  children  and  enjoyed  tolerably  good  health. 

“  This  is  briefly  the  history  of  the  case,  given  by  herself  and  husband 
up  to  the  time  she  came  under  my  treatment,  about  five  years  ago. 
At  that  time  she  had  and  still  has  a  very  large  protuberant  and 
flabby  abdomen.  An  immense  quantity  of  fat  was  and  is  deposited 
through  her  entire  system,  which  caused  her  to  believe  she  was 
dropsical,  ‘  and  made  her  a  burden  to  herself.’  Notwithstanding, 
her  general  health  was  not  much  impaired  till  about  one  year  ago, 
when  decided  symptoms  of  dropsy  appeared.  At  first  it  was  gene¬ 
ral  dropsy,  ascites,  and  anasarca.  She  was  put  upon  treatment,  which 
relieved  her  for  a  short  time.  At  the  end  of  about  four  months, 
not  getting  better,  she  was  induced,  by  outside  pressure,  to  employ 
a  physician  who  never  failed  to  cure  dropsy.  She  continued  under 
his  treatment  about  six  weeks,  growing  worse  all  the  time ;  the  case 
became  alarming.  I  was  sent  for  in  great  haste  about  eight  o’clock 
P.  M.,  October  19,1868.  I  found  no  general  dropsy ;  the  effusion  was 
confined  to  the  hernial  sac,  which  was  globular  in  shape  and  about 
nine  inches  in  diameter ;  very  hard,  unyielding,  and  painful.  The 
skin  over  the  most  prominent  part  of  the  tumor  was  very  much 
congested  and  approaching  lividity.  There  were  present  many  of 
the  symptoms  of  strangulated  hernia.  The  bowels  had  not  been 
moved  for  two  days,  although  active  purgatives  had  been  given. 
She  was  vomiting  almost  incessantly  and  much  prostrated. 

“Considering  the  case  alarming  and  at  the  same  time  somewhat 
obscure,  I  requested  a  consultation.  Dr.  Beaver  was  called  in.  It 
was  evident  there  was  water  in  the  sac,  but  it  was  by  no  means 
certain  that  the  intestines  were  not  in  it  also,  compressed  by  the 
water.  We  hesitated  to  perform  paracentesis  for  fear  of  wounding 
the  intestines-  We  concluded  to  give  her  a  large  dose  of  calomel 
(she  cannot  take  opiates),  believing  the  stomach  might  retain  it. 
Ordered  sinapisms  over  the  stomach  and  stimulants  internally.  In 
about  three  hours,  we  returned  and  administered  purgative  injec¬ 
tions.  Nothing  passed  but  the  injections.  The  patient  being  some¬ 
what  relieved,  we  left  her  about  one  o’clock  A.M.  Next  morning 
(20th)  we  met  early.  No  passage  from  the  bowels;  still  vomiting,  the 
case  decidedly  worse.  We  sent  for  Dr.  Hunter,  who  met  us  about 
nine  o’clock.  After  again  carefully  considering  the  case,  we  con- 
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eluded  that  nothing  could  be  done  to  afford  immediate  relief,  which 
was  necessary,  but  paracentesis,  which  was  performed  in  the  usual 
way.  Between  five  and  six  quarts  of  straw-colored  fluid  were  with¬ 
drawn.  The  sac  collapsed  entirely.  Yo  intestines  were  found  in 
it ;  neither  was  there  the  slightest  trace  of  a  hernial  opening  into  the 
cavity  proper  of  the  abdomen.  The  water  was  in  a  sac  between  the 
skin  and  the  abdominal  parietes.  How  the  hernial  opening  became 
closed  we  were  at  a  loss  to  determine.  There  was  no  appreciable 
inflammation  in  the  tumor  while  I  had  charge  of  the  case.  Vomit¬ 
ing  ceased  immediately  after  the  operation.  Purgatives  were  ad¬ 
ministered,  which  acted  in  about  five  hours,  when  all  the  distressing 
symptoms  disappeared,  and  the  patient  expressed  herself  as  feeling 
quite  well. 

“Just  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  first  operation,  I  tapped 
her  again,  and  drew  off  about  three  quarts  of  fluid,  of  a  somewhat 
darker  color  than  the  first.  Then  I  discovered  considerable  thick¬ 
ening  of  the  tissues — something  approaching  a  tumor  at  the  point 
where  the  original  hernial  opening  was  situated,  but  found  no  trace 
of  an  opening  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  At  this  time,  April  20, 
1869,  the  sac  is  firmly  distended,  and  will  soon  have  to  be  tapped. 
Yet  there  is  no  appreciable  dropsical  effusion  in  the  abdomen  even 
now.” 

Hr.  Jas.  Y.  Shearer,  of  Sinking  Springs,  contributes  the  follow¬ 
ing  :  “  During  the  last  year,  intermittent  fever  prevailed  to  some 
extent  in  my  practice.  It  was  most  frequent  in  the  latter  part_  of 
the  summer  and  during  the  autumn-months.  Along  the  Tulpe- 
hocken  Creek,  in  low  and  swampy  districts,  the  disease  was  so 
prevalent  that  almost  all  took  it ;  while  only  a  short  distance  from 
the  creek  hardly  a  single  individual  was  affected  by  it.  It  is  now 
five  years  since  intermittent  fever  first  came  under  my  notice  in 
this  section,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  summer  and  fall  it  be¬ 
came  a  real  scourge  in  these  malarial  districts.  In  the  treatment 
of  this  disease,  when  it  made  its  first  appearance,  I  prescribed  small 
doses  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  five  grains  three  hours  before  the  ex¬ 
pected  chills,  and  afterwards  gave  it  in  smaller  doses  for  a  short 
time,  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  disease.  The  disease  almost 
always  came  back  when  checked  by  means  of  small  doses  of  the 
sulphate ;  also  when  using  all  the  other  remedies  now  in  vogue, 
all  failed  in  my  hands.  Bjr  their  use  I  was  able  to  stop  the  chills  for 
a  short  time,  but  there  was  always  a  recurrence  of  the  disease. 
Last  year  I  largely  increased  my  dose,  giving  fifteen,  twenty,  and 
even  as  high  as  thirty  grains  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine  at  a 
dose:  that  stopped  it  entirely,  and  persons  who  had  the  disease 
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almost  a  whole  year  have  not  had  it  since.  One  dose  three  hours 
before  the  expected  chill  was  sufficient  to  check  it  altogether.  My 
experience  teaches  me  that  fifteen,  and  even  as  high  as  thirty  grains 
at  a  dose  will  almost  invariably  stop  the  chill,  and  prevent  a  recur¬ 
rence  of  the  disease ;  that  in  malarial  districts  small  doses  are 
useless.” 

He  adds:  “  Dysmenorrhcea,  with  which  so  many  females  are  now 
afflicted,  came  repeatedly  under  my  notice  during  the  last  year. 
This  affection  was  always  accompanied  with  some  spinal  irritation 
and  a  most  distressing  pain.  Such  females  suffer  extreme  pain  for 
the  first  few  hours  previous  to  menstruation.  In  these  cases,  the 
dysmenorrhcea  is  evidently  functional,  the  result  of  the  distension 
produced  by  over-congestion,  or  of  a  peculiar  susceptibility  of  the 
uterine  innervation.  These  cases  often  resist  every  form  of  treat¬ 
ment.  I  have  of  late  resorted  to  the  bromide  of  potassium,  and 
have  found  it  of  great  value  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  I 
generally  prescribe  it  in  the  following  manner : — 

Potassii  bromid.  5iij- 

Aquae,  f sij. — M. 

Of  this  solution  I  give  a  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day,  com¬ 
mencing  a  week  before  the  expected  return.  This  is  to  be  continued 
every  four  weeks  until  the  patient  is  relieved  of  her  distress.” 

Hr.  S.  L.  Kurtz  furnishes  the  following  :  “  During  the  summer  of 
1868,  John  R.,  aged  33,  afflicted  with  epilepsy,  presented  himself 
for  examination  and  treatment.  The  following  is  a  brief  history 
of  the  case :  On  a  fine  afternoon  in  February,  1850,  he  went  to  the 
Schuylkill  to  bathe,  and,  while  bathing,  climbed  on  a  tree,  along  the 
water’s  edge  to  a  height  of  ten  or  twelve  feet,  when  he  plunged, 
head  first,  into  the  water,  striking  his  head  against  a  stone  with 
such  force  as  to  produce  concussion  of  the  brain.  He  was  taken 
home,  and  in  one  hour  and  a  half  afterwards  he  had  his  first  con¬ 
vulsion.  For  the  following  two  years  the  paroxysms  returned,  on 
an  average,  once  a  month,  occurring  at  gradually  diminishing 
intervals.  Until  the  age  of  20  he  had  three  and  four  every  week. 
For  the  last  three  years  they  have  averaged  one  a  day.  In  the 
intervals  the  disease  often  manifested  itself  by  paroxysms  of  a 
milder  grade.  His  head,  face,  and  extremities  were  never  free  from 
incisions  and  contusions,  produced  by  his  frequent  falls.  Previously 
to  the  reception  of  the  injury  mentioned  his  health  was  very  good. 
He  inherited  a  predisposition  to  the  disease  from  his  mother.  When 
first  seen,  he  had  had  epilepsy  for  seventeen  years,  and  the  fre¬ 
quency  of  paroxysms,  with  his  altered  condition,  both  mental  and 
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physical,  rendered  the  case,  in  my  opinion,  as  hopeless  as  it  well 
could  be.  Having  obtained  a  promise  from  him  to  persevere  with 
the  remedies  about  to  be  prescribed,  for  months,  his  treatment  was 
commenced  b}r  giving  bromide  of  potassium,  three  times  daily  in 
two  grain  doses.  The  dose  was  gradually  increased,  until  at  the 
end  of  three  weeks  twenty  grains  three  times  a  day  were  adminis¬ 
tered.  He  had  taken  the  bromide  but  a  short  time  before  there  was 
a  marked  improvement.  The  paroxysms  became  less  frequent,  and 
when  it  had  been  taken  four  months  there  was  an  interval  of  eight 
weeks.  Soon  after  giving  it  in  twenty  grain  doses  a  very  trouble¬ 
some  diarrhoea  set  in ,  which ,  although  controlled ,  was  not  cured 
until  the  medicine  was  suspended.  He  complained  much  of  weak¬ 
ness,  failure  of  memory,  and  his  mental  dep>ression  was  so  great 
that  he  expressed  his  fears  of  becoming  insane.  In  consequence  o‘f 
the  unpleasant  symptoms  produced,  the  administration  of  the  bro¬ 
mide  was  stopped,  and  all  the  phenomena  disappeared ;  but  about 
three  weeks  afterwards  the  paroxysms  returned.  The  remedy  was 
again  given  in  twenty-grain  doses,  and  has  been  continued  up  to 
the  present  time.  There  was  a  recurrence  of  the  epileptic  attack 
the  latter  part  of  January,  another  on  the  10th  of  March,  and 
another  on  the  16th  of  April.  The  milder  form,  or  “nervous  jerks,” 
as  the  patient  calls  them,  manifest  themselves  more  frequently,  but 
not  nearly  as  often  as  six  months  ago.  The  bromide  of  potassium, 
in  this  case,  has  certainly  exercised  a  beneficial  influence,  and  its 
failure  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  paroxysms  may  be  owing  to  an 
insufficient  dose,  as  none  of  the  results  produced  by  the  administra¬ 
tion  during  the  first  four  months  have  recurred.  The  dose  has  been 
increased  to  thirty  grains.” 

On  the  21th  of  June  last  I  was  called  to  see  an  employee  of  one 
of  the  railroad  companies  centering  in  our  city,  suffering  with  a 
transverse  fracture  of  the  patella.  He  had  been  wrestling  with  one 
of  his  companions,  who  threw  him  upon  the  iron  rail  with  sufficient 
force  to  occasion  the  above  injury.  The  fragments  of  the  patella 
were  separated  at  least  an  inch  and  a  half.  Dr.  Hunter,  who  saw 
the  patient  with  me,  consented  to  try  the  treatment  recommended 
by  Dr.  Sanborn,  of  New  York.  The  patient  was  placed  on  a  hard 
bed,  the  injured  limb  on  an  inclined  plane  well  padded,  so  that  the 
heel  was  nine  or  ten  inches  higher  than  the  buttocks.  A  piece  of 
adhesive  plaster  2^  inches  wide  was  adjusted  to  the  limb,  from  the 
upper  third  of  the  thigh  to  the  ankle-joint,  leaving  a  loop  of  about 
five  inches  over  the  knee,  above  and  below  the  fragments  solid 
compresses  were  placed.  By  means  of  a  stick  we  twisted  the  loop, 
bringing  the  parts  as  nearly  as  possible  in  apposition.  (There  was 
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little  contusion  of  the  parts  ;  but  considerable  swelling,  which  was 
easily  and  readily  overcome  by  cold  applications  (ice  in  a  bladder), 
which  was  discontinued  after  the  first  week.)  The  adhesive  plaster  was 
kept  in  place  by  bandages  applied  to  thigh  and  leg.  This  completed 
the  dressing.  By  the  third  day  the  fragments  were  in  perfect  appo¬ 
sition,  and  without  trouble  kept  there,  simply  by  twisting  the  loop 
whenever  it  became  lax.  In  three  weeks  union  had  taken  place. 
Passive  motion  was  kept  up  from  time  to  time.  In  six  weeks  the 
patient  was  able  to  use  his  limb,  unaided  by  cane  or  crutch,  and  in 
eight  weeks  was  at  work.  The  union  was  osseous  and  perfect. 

The  Dispensary  which  was  opened  last  year  has  become  a  permanent 
institution,  through  the  liberality  of  a  few  of  our  leading  citizens. 
Besides  dispensing  medicines  to  the  worthy  poor  of  our  city,  the 
institution  is  supplied  with  hospital  accommodation  for  six  persons, 
thus  enabling  it  to  accommodate  and  relieve  the  suffering  stranger 
or  worthy  poor  applying  for  aid.  A  few  months  ago  the  courts 
granted  us  a  charter  of  incorporation,  and  I  am  happy  to  state  that 
soon  an  earnest  effort  will  be  made  to  collect  sufficient  money  to 
place  the  institution  above  want. 

Since  last  March  our  Society  has  lost  three  members  by  death, 
viz.,  Dr.  P.  Z.  Nagle,  on  the  25th  of  March,  1869 ;  Dr.  Ernest 
Bagge  ;  and  Dr.  A.  A.  M’Donough,  on  the  12th  of  April,  1869. 

W.  MURRAY  WEIDMAN,  M.  D. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BRADFORD  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  year  just  numbered  with  the  past,  I  am  happy  to  announce, 
has  been  one  marked  by  unusual  interest  to  the  members  of  this 
Society,  notwithstanding  that,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  there  has 
been  no  epidemic  of  a  serious  character. 

The  stated  meetings  of  this  Society  have  been  largely  attended, 
and  matters  of  interest  to  the  profession  discussed.  Harmony 
pervades  the  entire  ranks  of  its  members,  and  all  seem  resolved  to 
take,  if  it  were  possible,  a  more  elevated  stand  for  the  advancement 
of  our  most  noble  and  time-honored  profession. 

During  the  months  of  July  and  August,  two  cases  of  scarlatina 
occurred  in  my  practice,  both  of  which  terminated  favorably  under 
the  use  of  carbolic  acid,  used  both  as  a  gargle  and  taken  internally  ; 
several  cases  of  roseola  made  their  appearance  in  March  last,  and 
were  mostly  of  a  mild  character.  Mumps  and  measles  prevailed 
about  the  same  time  in  a  sporadic  form. 

Two  cases  of  acute  rheumatism  occurred  in  April,  and  kindly 
yielded  to  the  administration  of  citrate  of  potassa  and  the  tincture 
of  colchicum  after  a  “  run”  of  one  week. 

In  the  summer  and  fall  I  had  occasion  to  treat  several  cases  of 
remittent  and  typho-bilious  fevers,  one  of  which  latter  died  on 
the  ninth  day ;  the  other  cases  were  comparatively  mild,  and  reco¬ 
vered  under  the  usual  treatment  pursued  in  this  section,  i.  e.,  sul¬ 
phate  of  quinine  and  calomel,  the  former  in  decided  and  repeated 
doses. 

In  January  last,  I  was  called  to  see  a  case  of  pneumonia  occurring 
in  the  person  of  a  child  a  year  and  a  half  old ;  on  examination  I 
found  the  left  lung  mostly  impervious  to  air,  and  presenting  the 
usual  marked  symptoms  in  cases  of  this  character ;  was  success¬ 
fully  treated  by  the  ordinary  remedies  up  to  about  the  ninth  day, 
when  strongly  marked  cephalic  symptoms  made  their  appearance, 
and  seemed  for  a  time  to  baffle  the  ordinary  remedies,  but  finally 
succumbed  to  repeated  doses  of  calomel.  About  this  time  my 
anxiety  for  the  little  sufferer  was  not  a  little  augmented  by  the 
appearance  on  the  fingers,  hands,  and  thighs,  of  ecchymosed  spots, 
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presenting  very  much  the  look  of  a  part  which  had  received  several 
smart  blows  from  a  whip.  No  hemorrhage  took  place  from  any  of 
the  above  named  spots ;  but  from  the  lower  portion  of  the  helix  of 
each  ear  the  blood  oozed  profusely  through  the  apparently  unbroken 
cuticle,  scarcely,  however,  staining  the  cloths  used  to  stanch  the 
flow.  I  at  once  placed  the  patient  on  tinct.  ferri  chloridi  and  or¬ 
dered  brandy-punch  to  be  given  freely,  and  in  a  few  hours  the 
bleeding  ceased.  The  patient  made  a  slow  recovery,  but  now 
seems  to  have  regained  its  wonted  health. 

My  obstetric  practice  has  been  unusually  large  the  past  year. 
But  one  case  of  much  interest  occurred.  The  subject  was  a  lady  of 
medium  size  and  about  thirty-five  years  of  age,  and  in  her  fifth 
confinement.  I  was  summoned'  about  5  o’clock  A.  M.  to  attend  her. 
On  arrival  I  found  her  in  charge  of  an  ignorant  midwife ;  the  case 
was  one  of  twins ;  one  child  was  born  some  four  hours  before.  The 
pains,  I  was  informed,  had  continued  regularly  ever  since.  On 
examination  I  found  both  arms  protruding  from  the  vulva  and  the 
shoulders  pressed  low  down  in  the  pelvis,  the  head  occupying  the 
left  and  the  body  the  right  iliac  space.  The  uterine  contractions 
were'  violent  and  almost  persistent.  After  much  effort,  I  succeeded 
in  returning  the  hands  and  arms  within  the  uterine  cavity,  and 
endeavored  to  bring  down  the  feet  which  after  persistent  effort  I 
failed  to  do,  owing  to  the  uterine,  contraction  rendering  my  hand 
quite  powerless.  I  then  tried  the  next  best  thing,  i.  e.,  to  engage 
the  head  in  the  upper  strait,  which  I  accomplished  with  little  diffi¬ 
culty  ;  contractions  finally  ceased,  in  half  an  hour  but  little  advance¬ 
ment  having  been  made.  It  was  now  about  I  A.  M.,  the  patient 
had  not  flowed  excessively,  and  appeared  in  as  good  a  condition  as 
could  possibly  have  been  expected  under  the  circumstances. 

I  waited  until  11  A.  M.,  and  no  pains  coming  on  I  gave  her  ten 
grains  of  quinine,  which  I  much  prefer  to  ergot ;  in  the  course  of 
ten  minutes  contractions  commenced  regularly  and  continued  for 
some  forty  minutes,  when  they  again  entirely  stopped,  having  ac¬ 
complished  little  or  nothing.  The  head  was  unusually  large. 
Satisfying  myself  that  it  was  a  mechanical  as  well  as  a  physical 
impossibility  for  nature  to  perform  the  work,  and  being  satisfied  that 
the  foetus  had  long  been  dead,  I  proceeded  to  perform  craniotomy 
in  the  usual  way.  After  emptying  a  portion  of  the  contents  of  the 
cranial  cavity,  I  compressed  the  skull  with  my  fingers  and  made 
gentle  traction  corresponding  to  the  axis  of  the  strait,  when  she 
was  soon  delivered  of  an  unusually  large  and  well  developed  male 
child.  Both  children  were  large,  but  the  second  was  the  larger. 
Considerable  hemorrhage  now  took  place,  which  ceased  on  the 
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removal  of  both  placentae.  I  left  the  patient  at  1  P.  M.  comfortable 
and  cheerful.  On  the  second  day  inflammation  set  in,  and  she  died 
on  the  fifth  da3r  of  pyaemia. 

Dr.  Wm.  L.  Claggett,  of  Standingstone,  sends  the  following 
report  of  a  case  of  congenital  umbilical  hernia : — 

“In  March,  1869, 1  was  called  to  see  a  young  and  healthy  woman 
in  her  first  confinement.  The  labor  was  natural,  and  in  due  time 
she  was  delivered  of  a  female  child  with  an  umbilical  hernia,  which 
from  appearance  was  of  long  standing,  as  the  edges  were  perfectly 
healed  around  it.  The  breach  was  about  one  and  one-fourth 
inch  in  diameter,  nearly  or  quite  round,  and  through  which  the 
entire  mass  of  bowels  protruded  and  hung  down  to  the  pubis. 
The  child  lived  about  two  hours  after  it  was  born.  I  opened  the 
abdomen,  but  the  post-mortem  revealed  nothing. 

“I  am  informed  by  the  family  that  in  the  early  part  of  her  gesta¬ 
tion,  her  husband’s  horses  ran  away  and  fell  against  the  fence  near 
by  where  she  was,  and  she  supposed  that  a  fence  stake  had  run  into 
the  bowels  of  one  of  the  horses.  Whether  this  circumstance  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  matter  or  not,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.” 

Dr.  Geo.  F.  Horton,  of  Terrytown,  says  that  “from  May,  1868, 
to  February,  1869,  there  was  comparatively  little  sickness  in  this 
section  of  the  county.  Our  ordinary  summer  complaints  were 
mild,  and  the  fall  months  were  remarkably  healthy.  I  had  no  cases 
of  dysentery,  and  only  a  few  cases  of  diarrhoea ;  no  fevers  that  run 
a  long  course,  all  yielded  in  from  three  to  seven  daj^s.  My  fever 
cases  were  all  treated  by  mild  evacuants  and  tonics  of  the  anti- 
periodic  kind ;  none  proved  fatal. 

Since  about  the  1st  of  February,  epidemic  influenza  has  prevailed 
extensively,  and  still  continues,  new  cases  occurring  almost  every 
day.  It  has  been  of  all  grades  of  severity,  from  simple  pulmonary 
catarrh  to  acute  pneumonia  and  pleurisy.  In  nearly  every  case  my 
treatment  has  been  of  the  supporting  kind ;  I  have  seen  no  case 
where  I  deemed  it  proper  to  use  the  lancet,  though,  doubtless,  in 
some  of  them,  had  I  seen  them  earlier  in  the  disease,  I  should  have 
used  it.  As  an  expectorant  and  palliative  I  frequently  used  a  pill 
composed  of  ipecacuanha,  squill,  gum  ammoniacum,  and  ginger  in 
equal  parts,  and  sulphate  of  morphine  one-eighth  part,  given  two  or 
three  times  in  a  day;  they  were  found  very  efficient  in  relieving 
cough  and  dyspnoea.  Quinine,  bebeerine,  chamomile,  quassia,  etc., 
as  tonics,  and  slippery  elm,  sassafras  pitch,  flaxseed,  etc.,  as  demul¬ 
cents  were  also  prescribed. 

“  During  March  and  April,  chronic  broncial  affections  and  lung 
diseases  frequently  put  on  acute  forms  and  proved  fatal  in  a  very 
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short  time.  More  deaths  occurred  in  these  two  months  than  in 
all  the  rest  of  the  year. 

“  The  death  rate  of  my  cases  for  the  year  past  has  been  a  fraction 
over  two  per  cent.” 

Dr.  E.  H.  Mason,  of  Towanda,  says  that  there  has  been  “  less 
than  the  usual  amount  of  sickness  to  treat  in  this  locality  the  past 
year,  and  that  which  has  fallen  under  my  notice  has  been  of  an 
unusually  mild  type.  But  few  deaths  have  occurred  here  the  past 
year.  I  lost  one  case  of  phthisis  in  the  above-mentioned  period. 
Diseases  have  been  of  the  usual  type ;  pneumonia  prevailed  during 
the  spring  months,  as  usual,  but  was  of  a  mild  character  generally.” 

Dr.  C.  K.  Ladd,  of  Towanda,  reports  the  case  of  a  man  who  had 
taken  opium  for  upwards  of  fifty  years,  and  during  the  last  years 
of  his  life  consumed  5iij  each  week.  I  would  also  state  that  a 
similar  case  has  lately  fallen  under  my  own  observation.  The  man 
died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years.  The  two  last  weeks  of 
his  life  he  ate  four  ounces  of  the  best  article  of  opium;  the  last  few 
years  of  his  life  his  ordinary  dose,  several  times  a  day,  was  a  piece 
as  large  as  an  ordinary  nutgall. 

Dr.  E.  P.  Allen,  of  Athens,  says:  “  The  past  year  has  been  free 
from  epidemics  of  every  kind  in  this  section ;  hence  a  very  healthy 
season,  for  which  reason  I  have  little  of  interest  to  report.  I 
reported  last  year  a  case  of  stricture  of  the  rectum,  then  under 
treatment.  I  am  happy  to  say  now  that  the  treatment  then  being 
used  was  continued,  and  the  patient  is  now  enjoying  health.  My 
surgical  business  has  been  comparatively  light.  I  have  used  car¬ 
bolic  acid  to  wounds  after  operations  for  necrosis,  whitlows,  and 
indolent  ulcers,  with  the  best  results.  During  the  months  of 
January,  February,  March,  and  April,  I  treated  a  good  many  cases 
of  neuralgia;  more  than  one-half  were  supra-orbital  and  periodic  in 
their  character.  Hypodermic  injections  of  morphia  always  gave 
relief  in  a  few  moments.  In  some  instances  a  single  injection  was 
sufficient  to  effect  a  cure.  In  the  most  severe,  an  injection  once  a 
day  was  necessary  to  be  repeated  four  or  five  days.  Full  doses  of 
quinine  were  generally  taken  in  the  interval.  I  have  been  using 
Dr.  E.  P.  Banning’s  instruments  for  displacements  of  the  uterus,, 
for  a  short  time,  and  am  prepared  to  say,  from  a  small  experience, 
that  they  work  better  than  any  kind  of  support  I  have  ever  used, 
especially  the  intra-pelvic  apparatus.” 

H.  MONT  MOODY,  Chairman. 

East  Smithfield,  June  8,  1869. 
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NECROLOGICAL  NOTICE  OF  DANIEL  HOLMES,  M.  D.,  1818—1869. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  Dr.  Daniel  Holmes,  was  born  in 
Oxford  Township,  Chenango  County,  State  of  New  York,  on  the 
28th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1818.  His  father  died  when  he  was  a 
small  boy,  leaving  his  mother  with  a  family  of  small  children  de¬ 
pending  on  her  for  support.  Her  means  were  very  limited,  which 
made  it  necessary  for  her  children  at  an  early  age  to  rely  upon  their 
own  exertions  for  their  maintenance  and  education.  Under  these 
trying  circumstances,  Daniel,  when  a  young  boy,  struggled  on 
to  maintain  himself,  and  did  a  good  deal  in  assisting  his  mother  to 
rear  her  younger  children.  His  taste  for  books,  and  strong  desire 
for  a  liberal  education,  were  developed  very  early.  After  com¬ 
pleting  his  primary  studies  at  common  schools,  he  entered  the 
Oxford  Academy,  then  taught  by  Merit  McCoon,  a  distinguished 
and  successful  teacher.  While  at  Oxford  Academy  he  labored  very 
hard,  and  was  first  in  his  classes.  He  remained  in  the  academy  from 
three  to  four  years,  and  left  a  fine  scholar;  he  did  not,  however,  aban¬ 
don,  nor  even  relax  his  literary  labors,  but  continued  his  classical 
studies  under  competent  teachers.  He  had  determined  for  a  long 
time  to  study  medicine,  but  was  under  the  necessity  of  teaching 
school  for  a  couple  of  years  to  obtain  means  for  its  prosecution. 
As  a  teacher  he  was  very  successful,  and  many  who  were  then 
young  are  ready  to  acknowledge  their  indebtedness  to  him  for 
inspiring  them  with  zeal  and  enthusiasm  to  obtain  an  education. 

He  commenced  his  medical  reading  during  the  year  1842,  under 
the  instruction  of  Dr.  Theodore  Wilder,  of  Springfield,  Bradford 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  attended  his  first  course  of  lectures  at 
Geneva  Medical  College,  A.  D.  1843.  After  the  close  of  lectures 
he  placed  himself  under  the  instructions  of  Dr.  Barnes,  of  Lerays- 
ville,  Bradford  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  aided  him  in  his  exten¬ 
sive  practice.  In  A.  I).  1849  he  attended  another  course  of  lectures 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  took  a  degree.  The  reason 
he  did  not  graduate  sooner  was,  that  he  was  under  the  necessity  of 
going  into  business  to  maintain  himself,  and  obtain  means  for 
attending  another  course  of  lectures ;  and,  after  entering  into  prac¬ 
tice,  he  found  it  difficult  to  get  away  from  business  long  enough  to 
attend  lectures. 

On  the  25th  of  August,  A.  D.  1842,  Dr.  Holmes  married  Miss 
Louisa  Wood,  eldest  daughter  of  Moses  Wood,  of  Smithfield,  Brad¬ 
ford  County,  Pa.  To  the  judicious  selection  of  his  wife  may  be 
attributed  much  of  his  success  in  business  pecuniarily  in  after  life. 

Pew  young  ladies  have  been  better  educated  in  that  essential  de¬ 
partment  which  combines  neatness,  urbanity,  cheerfulness,  and  econ¬ 
omy,  than  Mrs.  Holmes. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  A.  D.,  1861,  Dr.  Holmes  entered  the 
volunteer  service  of  the  United  States  as  surgeon,  and  commenced 
his  duties  in  Church  Hospital,  Harrisburg.  In  February,  A.  D. 
1862,  he  was  transferred  to  the  46th  regiment  Pennsylvania  volun¬ 
teers,  stationed  at  Hancock,  Md.,  as  surgeon  of  that  regiment. 
In  April,  A.  D.  1862,  he  was  promoted  to  a  Brigade  Surgeon,  and 
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assigned  to  Gen.  Doubleday’s  Brigade,  stationed  at  Washington, 
D.  C. 

In  May  following,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  Fredericksburg, 
Virginia,  when  he  was  put  in  charge  of  the  general  hospital  of  that 
place.  In  July,  when  our  forces  retreated,  he  had  charge  of  the 
removal  of  one  thousand  sick  and  wounded  from  Falmouth  to 
Washington.  This  severe  labor  overtaxed  him,  and  in  a  few  days 
he  was  confined  to  his  bed  with  typhoid  fever,  from  which  he  did  not 
recover  until  September. 

When  he  was  able  to  ride,  he  obtained  leave  of  absence  and  went 
home.  This  sickness  broke  him  down,  and  his  health  was  so  poor 
that  he  was  compelled  to  resign  his  commission  in  December,  A.  D. 
1862. 

From  that  time  he  was  unable  to  practise  his  profession  till  Sep¬ 
tember,  1863.  He  was  then  anxious  to  review  and  increase  his 
medical  knowledge,  and  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained 
closely  applying  himself  to  study  till  April,  1866,  when  he  had  a 
severe  attack  of  hemorrhage  of  the  lungs,  which  kept  him  from  busi¬ 
ness  nearly  all  summer.  Being  advised  by  Drs.  Stille,  Pancoast, 
and  Da  Costa, he  removed, in  September,  1866,  to  Elmira,  V.  Y.,  and 
settled  there. 

His  health  improved,  so  that  he  was  able  to  do  a  moderate  busi¬ 
ness  till  September,  A.  D.  1868,  when  he  took  a  severe  cold  and  was 
forced  to  take  his  bed,  which  he  never  left,  and  died  February  15th, 
1869. 

Dr.  Holmes  for  many  years  had  premonitions  of  disease  of  the 
lungs,  and  had  used  prophylactics  against  phthisis  pulmonalis. 
We  think  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  had  tubercles  of  the  lungs, 
and  there  is,  perhaps,  less  doubt  that  the  lower  and  middle  lobes  of 
his  right  lung  were  completely  hepatized  by  the  sudden  cold  he  took, 
which  was  the  immediate  cause  of  his  death. 

Dr.  Holmes  was  one  of  the  most  laborious  students  we  ever  knew, 
and  a  strenuous  cultivator  of  his  profession.  His  fine  library  con¬ 
tained  nearly  all  the  standard  works  on  medical  subjects  of  our 
day,  and  were  thoroughly  read.  His  habits  of  study  were  severe 
and  trjdng  to  his  constitution.  He  arose  early  in  the  morning,  and 
read  until  it  was  time  to  commence  business,  and,  it  mattered  not 
how  hard  had  been  his  labors  through  the  day,  he  seldom  went  to 
bed  without  reading  an  hour  or  two.  He  was  determined  to  avail 
himself  of  all  and  every  means  of  knowledge  known  to  the  pro¬ 
fession.  He  was  fond  of  surgery,  and  his  operations  were  neatly 
and  skilfully  performed.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Bradford 
County  Medical  Society  nearly  twenty  years,  during  which  time  he 
had  contributed  and  read  many  interesting  papers  on  medical  sub¬ 
jects.  Among' the  best  articles  was  one  on  Acute  Rheumatism  and 
one  on  Cholesterine.  After  moving  to  Elmira,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  Chemung  County  Medical  Society  and  Academy  of  Medicine 
of  Elmira.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Asso¬ 
ciation.  During  the  last  few  years  of  his  life  he  devoted  a  good  deal 
of  time  in  studying  the  microscopic  appearance  of  cancer,  and  read 
an  able  and  interesting  paper  on  that  subject  before  the  Academy 
of  Medicine  of  Elmira. 
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The  doctor  left  but  one  child,  a  son,  who  is  in  the  Senior  Class 
of  Lafayette  College.  In  the  death  of  Dr.  Holmes,  the  profession 
has  lost  a  great  laborer,  its  members  a  gentlemanly  and  genial  com¬ 
panion,  his  wife  a  kind  and  affectionate  husband,  and  the  commu¬ 
nity  a  skilful  physician. 

It  may  be  truly  said  he  fell  a  martyr  to  his  profession,  for  there 
is  little  doubt  if  he  had  given  himself  more  time  to  rest,  that  was 
devoted  to  hard  study,  he  might  now  have  been  living  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  comfortable  health.  His  name  will  long  be  remembered  by 
his  friends. 

E.  P.  ALLEN,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Necrology. 
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The  medical  history  of  our  county  for  the  past  year  is  a  very 
uneventful  one. 

There  have  been  no  epidemics,  and  the  more  common  contagious 
diseases,  such  as  measles,  scarlatina,  and  smallpox  have  been  very 
light  in  their  visitation. 

Our  County  Society,  though  small,  seems  to  be  increasing  in  in¬ 
terest  and  vivacity ;  particularly  at  its  last  meeting,  in  May,  the 
discussion  of  medical  topics  was  animated  and  general. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CRAWFORD  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


In  discharging  the  duty  assigned  me,  on  the  Sanitary  Committee, 
of  giving  a  brief  sketch  of  the  prevalent  diseases  of  our  county  for 
the  last  year,  I  am  compelled  to  rely  almost  solely  upon  my  own 
observation  and  experience  in  the  city  of  Meadville,  in  the  central 
portion  of  the  county,  as  no  reports  have  been  received  by  the 
Committee  from  any  other  member. 

The  past  year,  like  the  two  preceding,  has  been  one  of  unusual 
health,  no  epidemic  of  any  kind  having  visited  us,  except  one  of 
mild  influenza  during  the  months  of  March  and  April  last.  Many 
were  attacked  by  it,  mostly  children,  and  for  the  first  few  days  the 
symptoms  were  severe ;  but  the  tendency  in  this,  as  in  other  acute 
diseases  generally,  was  to  recovery,  which  usually  took  place  from 
the  seventh  to  the  fourteenth  day. 

Remittent  fever,  beyond  comparison  the  most  frequent  of  our 
endemics,  has  prevailed  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  but  not  with 
that  fatality  it  has  in  former  years.  Its  character  has  been  mild, 
in  some  cases,  hoivever,  inclining  to  the  typhoid,  into  which  it  occa¬ 
sionally  merged.  Mercurials,  antimony,  and  all  reducing  remedies 
were  used  with  much  caution,  if  at  all,  and  suspended  entirely  after 
two  or  three  days.  Active  medication  of  any  kind  was  contra¬ 
indicated,  as  convalescence  was  established,  in  a  great  majority  of 
instances,  in  from  fourteen  to  twenty-one  days,  whether  medicated 
or  not,  unless  some  grave  complication  supervened.  As  might  be 
supposed  with  such  a  type  of  disease,  with  a  strong  tendency  to 
recovery  under  all  circumstances,  homoeopathy  has  won  some  of  its 
brightest  laurels,  and  wears  them  like  a  hero  of  a  hundred  fields. 

Typhoid  fever,  closely  allied  to  the  former,  still  continues  to 
be  an  antagonist  of  no  mean  pretensions;  not  so  much,  however, 
during  the  past  year,  from  its  actual  mortality,  as  the  sequelae  it 
entailed  in  shattered  constitutions,  muscular  rheumatism,  etc. 

Intermittent  fever  has  prevailed  to  a  greater  extent  in  the 
central  portion  of  the  county  during  the  past  year  than  for  several 
preceding  years,  without  any  assignable  cause,  having  an  increased 
tendency  to  recur  at  stated  intervals  after  being  interrupted  by 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


415 


antiperiodics,  as  quinine,  nitric  acid,  etc.;  although,  in  some  cases, 
tincture  of  hark  was  continued  during  the  interval. 

Dysentery  prevailed  in  a  mild  and  manageable  form  during 
August  and  September,  with  few  deaths  resulting  from  it. 

Rheumatism,  both  acute  and  chronic,  continues  to  be  a  constant 
visitor  in  our  midst;  but  although  many  cases  have  come  under  my 
observation  during  the  past  year,  not  a  single  case  of  translation 
or  a  dangerous  complication  has  been  encountered.  The  ordinary 
treatment,  including  veratrum  viride  and  gelseminum  in  exacerba¬ 
tions  of  fever,  was  employed. 

Scarlatina. — We  have  been  unusually  exempt  from  the  ravages 
of  this  dreadful  disease,  there  being  but  few  cases  within  my  know¬ 
ledge  of  any  great  severity.  One  exception,  however,  might  be 
mentioned,  not  remarkable  particularly  on  any  other  account  than 
that  of  its  complications.  Varicella  attacked  all  the  children  in  a 
large  family,  and,  soon  after  its  appearance,  pa rotitis,  then  prevalent 
in  the  neighborhood,  also  attacked  the  same  children.  In  a  day  or 
two  something  resembling  scarlatina  made  its  appearance  on  a  little 
boy  five  years  old. 

On  the  succeeding  day  an  older  brother  was  attacked  with  scar¬ 
latina  anginosa ,  well  marked  in  every  symptom ,  in  an  aggravated 
form,  and  thus  the  three  distinct  diseases  ran  their  course  simulta¬ 
neously  and  terminated  favorably  under  treatment,  of  course,  ex¬ 
clusively  for  the  scarlatina,  which  consisted  of  chlorinated  tincture 
of  iron,  chlorate  of  potassa,  and  quinine  internally,  and  tincture  of 
iron,  in  full  strength,  applied  to  the  sloughing  tonsils  and  fauces. 

Measles  made  its  usual  annual  visitation  with  a  small  mortality, 
considering  the  number  attacked.  One  case  is  deserving  of  mention, 
as  the  treatment  employed  was  novel,  if  it  had  not  the  merit  of 
being  successful.  An  adult  female  was  the  patient,  and  an  Eclectic 
the  first  physician  in  attendance  ;  a  Homoeopath  was  subsequently 
called  to  his  assistance,  but  still,  not  successful  and  not  satisfied, 
the  spirit  of  some  departed  Homoeopathic  luminary  was  added  to 
the  consultation.  The  spirit  insisted  on  a  cold  bath  being  admin¬ 
istered,  which  was  finally  acceded  to,  with  reluctance,  it  is  chari¬ 
table  to  suppose,  by  the  material  part  of  the  consultation,  with 
what  result  it  is  unnecessary  to  mention. 

Diphtheria  still  lingers  amongst  us,  as  though  unwilling  to 
separate  from  acquaintances  of  eight  years’  continuous  duration. 
But  the  few  sporadic  cases  that  occur  now  have  but  few  of  the 
severe  symptoms  and  none  of  the  horrors  of  its  namesake  of  1861, 
when  it  was  first  epidemic  in  our  county.  We  treat  it  now  with  as 
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much  confidence  in  a  satisfactory  result,  as  though  it  were  a  mild 
tertian  ague  or  a  tic  douloureux. 

Consumption,  beyond  comparison  the  most  fatal  of  our  endemics, 
has  claimed  during  the  last  year  more  than  an  average  number  of 
victims,  which  will  be  seen  by  the  following  table,  compiled  from 
the  records  of  Greendale  Cemetery  at  Meadville.  There  are  no 
other  mortuary  records  in  the  county,  of  which  I  am  aware,  not 
even  of  the  two  smaller  cemeteries  at  Meadville.  There  is  a  popu¬ 
lation  in  Meadville  of  about  ten  thousand,  and  outside  of  the  city 
there  are  probably  two  thousand  more  from  which  interments  are 
made. 


Interments  for  the  year  1868 

. 

. 

•  •  •  • 

77 

From  consumption 

25 

From  remittent  fever 

2 

“  typhoid  fever 

7 

tt 

pneumonia  .  ’  . 

2 

“  measles 

4 

a 

heart  disease 

2 

“  dropsy 

4 

tt 

cancer 

2 

“  apoplexy 

4 

it 

violent  deaths 

2 

“  old  age 

4 

It 

stillborn 

2 

“  marasmus  . 

3 

it 

unknown 

2 

“  enteritis 

2 

From  paralysis,  brain  fever,  diabetes,  scarlatina,  teething,  cholera 
infantum,  dysentery,  scalded,  senile  gangrene,  and  convulsions,  each  1 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  mortality  from  consumption  is  nearly 
32^  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  This  has  been  so  remarkable  as  to 
warrant  adding  a  table,  showing  the  rate  per  cent,  of  mortality 
from  this  disease  for  the  last  twelve  years,  as  shown  by  the  books 
of  the  same  cemetery,  intimating,  however,  that  the  superintendent 
who  registers  these  deaths,  though  an  intelligent  man,  makes  no 
pretentions  to  professional  knowledge  of  disease,  and  may  be  led 
into  some  errors  ;  but  they  are  near  enough  correct  to  approximate 
the  truth. 


In  1857,  . 

20  per  cent. 

In  1863,  . 

• 

17  per  cent 

“  1858,  . 

10 

it 

“  1864,  . 

• 

17 

it 

“  1859,  . 

22 

It 

“  1865,  . 

• 

21 

a 

“  1860,  . 

22 

It 

“  1866,  . 

• 

21 

a 

“  1861,  . 

28 

it 

“  1867,  . 

• 

15 

a 

“  1862,  . 

26 

it 

“  1868,  . 

• 

32 

a 

This  is  an  average  in  the  twelve  years  of  nearly  21  per  cent. 
Of  the  ages  of  those  interred  during  the  last  year  from  consump¬ 
tion,  two  were  from  15  to  20,  nine  from  20  to  30,  six  from  30  to  40, 
one  from  40  to  50,  two  from  50  to  60,  and  five  not  reported. 

In  conclusion,  and  as  addenda  to  this  report,  I  might  say,  in  the 
language  of  Dr.  Matthews,  of  Berks,  in  his  report  for  1867,  “in 
the  way  of  humbug  we  encounter  much.”  We  have  the  “ fast 
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doctor,”  who  substitutes  gilded  trappings  for  brains,  bravado  for 
medical  knowledge,  and  self-conceit  for  true  experience;  the  “ ac¬ 
commodating  doctor,”  -who  understands  all  systems,  and  can  suit 
every  taste  with  calomel,  leptandrin  or  pulsatilla;  the  villainous 
doctor,  who,  not  brave  enough  himself,  sends  emissaries  and  hire¬ 
lings  to  assault  a  physician  on  the  streets  and  take  by  violence  a 
patient  he  is  conducting  to  his  office ;  the  contemptible  doctor,  who 
approaches  the  friends  of  other  men’s  patients,  offering  to  give 
invaluable  services  gratuitously  if  the  attending  physician  be  dis¬ 
missed  ;  and  the  abandoned  doctor,  who  disgraces  the  civilization 
of  the  age  by  boasting  in  public  that  he  has  produced  abortion  but 
defies  detection.  But  the  regular  profession,  pursuing  the  even 
tenor  of  its  way,  adheres  strictly  to  the  great  embodiment  of 
medical  as  of  moral  ethics,  “  do  to  others  as  y on  would  they  might 
do  to  you,”  not  unmindful  that  to  be  a  true  physician  requires  to 
be  a  true  gentleman  as  well. 

J.  C.  COTTON. 

Meadville,  June  8,  1869. 


NECROLOGICAL  NOTICE  OF  DR.  WM.  M.  JENNINGS.  1832-1869. 

Crawford  County  Medical  Societj^  has  been  called  upon  for  the 
first  time  in  its  history  to  mourn  the  loss  by  a  sudden  and  painful 
death  of  one  of  its  members,  Dr.  Wm.  M.  Jennings,  of  Titusville. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Yenango  County,  Pa., 
November  19th,  1832.  His  father,  Morgan  Jennings,  was  of  Eng¬ 
lish,  his  mother  of  Irish,  descent.  The  relatives  of  both  are  highly 
respectable,  and  rank  among  the  best  families  of  the  county  in 
which  they  reside. 

William  was  raised  on  a  farm,  actively  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  attending  the  school  of  his  district  until  the  age  of 
eighteen,  at  which  time  he  left  home  to  attend  a  select  school  in  Ti¬ 
tusville.  He  next  attended  an'  academy  in  Cooperstown,  where 
he  showed  to  his  teacher  and  classmates  that  he  possessed  more 
than  ordinary  intellectual  abilities.  He  occasionally  taught  school 
about  this  time  “  to  replenish  his  wardrobe  and  to  procure  means 
for  further  improvement,”  in  the  language  of  his  preceptor,  Dr. 
Crawford,  of  Cooperstown,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  most  of  the 
facts  concerning  his  early  life. 

From  Cooperstown  he  went  to  Waterford,  Erie  County,  where  he 
attended  school  about  three  terms.  He  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  with  Dr.  Crawford  in  the  spring  of  1854,  and  continued 
in  his  office  until  the  fall  of  1856,  when  he  left  to  attend  a  course  of 
medical  lectures  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  His  preceptor  writes:  “He 
was  a  close  student,  spending  little  time  on  the  streets  or  seeking 
recreation  in  any  way.  He  loved  the  study  of  medicine,  and  was 
an  uncompromising  enemy  of  quackery.” 
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After  returning  from  Cleveland,  he  commenced  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  Titusville  in  the  spring  of  1857,  and  continued  actively 
engaged  there  till  the  fall  of  1859,  when  he  left  to  attend  a  second 
course  of  lectures  in  Philadelphia.  He  graduated  with  honor  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  spring  of  1860,  and  then  re¬ 
sumed  the  practice  in  his  former  place,  Titusville,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  an  active  and  lucrative  practice  until  1864.  About  this 
time  he  made  a  large  amount  of  money  speculating  in  oil  lands,  re¬ 
linquished  the  practice  for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  devoted  his  whole 
energies  to  business  that  demanded  all  his  time.  But,  like  many 
others,  he  ventured  beyond  his  depth  in  unknown  waters,  and  his 
fortune  was  submerged  in  stock  speculation.  After  his  reverses  he 
resumed  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Titusville,  poor,  but  with  a  good 
will  and  energy  that  showed  the  greatness  of  the  man.  From  that 
time  up  to  his  tragic  death  he  was  an  active  and  honorable  member 
of  the  profession,  at  all  times  taking  a  deep  interest  in  everything 
pertaining  to  the  advancement  of  the  science  of  medicine,  and  ap- 
plying  diligently  and  effectively  its  discoveries  to  the  amelioration 
of  the  sufferings  of  humanity. 

Soon  after  the  formation  of  our  County  Society,  he  became  an 
active  and  useful  member,  and  contributed  much  to  its  interest  by 
the  acuteness  of  his  perception  in  discriminating  between  the  false 
and  the  true  in  experience,  by  his  originality  of  thought  and  ex¬ 
pression,  and  by  the  cheerfulness  of  his  disposition  under  all  cir¬ 
cumstances.  His  professional  career  was  short,  and  though  inter¬ 
rupted  bjr  the  mania  for  speculation  that  affected  all  classes  in 
Western  Pennsylvania,  yet  it  was  one  rich  in  promise  of  honor  and 
fame  to  himself,  and  of  usefulness  to  science  and  humanity. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  February  last,  feeling  some  slight 
indisposition,  he  called,  on  his  way  to  breakfast,  at  a  drug  store,  in 
which  he  had  an  interest,  intending  to  take  some  medicine  in  tinc¬ 
ture  of  orange-peel.  He  reached,  as  he  thought,  for  the  tincture, 
his  attention  being  engaged  at  the  moment  by  a  patient,  and  took 
instead,  a  bottle  containing  tincture  of  aconite  root,  and  pouring 
about  an  ounce  in  a  tumbler,  replaced  the  bottle  without  observing 
the  mistake.  After  making  the  mixture,  the  whole  was  swallowed 
at  a  draught,  and  although  the  fatal  mistake  was  soon  discovered, 
and  all  possible  assistance  rendered  promptly  by  his  brother  prac¬ 
titioners,  death  terminated  his  sufferings  in  three  hours  after  taking 
the  poison.  Thus  passed  away,  in  the  fulness  of  the  noon  of  life, 
one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  to  the  profession  in  our  county, 
deeply  lamented  by  his  fellow-members  of  the  Society,  and  by  the 
entire  community,  in  ■which  he  was  an  honored  citizen.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  State  Censors 
for  the  6th  district. 

J.  C.  COTTON,  M.  D. 

Meadville,  June  4,  1869. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 


In  regard  to  the  topography,  geology,  and  other  prominent  sani¬ 
tary  features  of  our  county,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  say  any¬ 
thing,  as  they  have  been  fully  and  ably  described  in  the  report  of 
last  year  by  Dr.  Keiffer. 

Since  the  last  report  from  our  Society  the  health  of  the  county 
has  been  good ;  not  being  visited  by  any  epidemic,  and  being  also 
remarkably  free  from  severe  forms  of  sporadic  diseases. 

All  the  cases  with  which  we  have  had  to  contend  were  the  ordinary 
diseases  occurring  in  this  locality  and  climate,  and,  in  most  instances, 
assuming  a  milder  character  than  those  with  which  we  were  accus¬ 
tomed  to  meet  in  former  years. 

The  type  of  our  diseases  has  evidently  changed  from  a  highly 
inflammatory  or  sthenic  character  to  a  typhoid  or  asthenic  type,  so 
that  the  lancet,  purgatives,  and  other  active  depletory  measures, 
have  been,  in  most  cases,  abandoned,  and  the  sustaining  plan, 
stimulants,  tonics,  and  suitable  nutritious  diet,  substituted  in  their 
place. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  had,  from  time  to  time,  sporadic 
cases  of  typhoid  fever,  which  were  nearly  all  of  a  mild  type ;  and, 
unless  made  severe  by  bad  treatment,  or  want  of  proper  nursing, 
were  easily  controlled.  Most  of  these  cases  commenced  with  symp¬ 
toms  of  a  bilious  intermittent,  or  remittent  character,  which  in 
general  yielded  readily  to  the  usual  treatment  for  that  form  of  dis¬ 
ease,  after  which,  the  typhoid  symptoms  set  in.  In  fact,  nearly  all 
the  forms  of  disease  with  which  we  are  accustomed  to  meet,  assume, 
in  some  degree,  the  livery  of  typhoid,  and  require  to  be  treated 
with  that  idea  in  view. 

From  a  very  interesting  report  from  Dr.  Haldeman,  of  Newville, 
and  as  illustrative  of  the  above,  I  select  the  following.  “  During 
the  latter  part  of  last  summer,  I  had  under  treatment  a  number  of 
cases  of  remittent  fever,  all  of  them  recovered,  yet  some  of  them 
were  quite  protracted,  and  strongly  marked  with  symptoms  of  a 
typhoid  character.  I  succeeded  best  with  most  of  them  by  giving 
but  little  medicine,  and  that  of  a  mild  kind ;  strict  attention  was 
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given  to  the  diet,  quinine,  carb.  of  ammonia,  and  alcoholic  stimulants 
were  much  relied  on.  I  had  also  charge  of  a  few  sporadic  cases  of 
typhoid  fever.  The  expectant  and  supporting  treatment  was  the 
kind  usually  pursued,  always  avoiding  medicines  of  an  irritating 
and  prostrating  tendency,  and  on  the  alert  to  commence  using,  at 
the  very  incipiency  of  a  tendency  to  prostration,  food  and  medicines 
calculated  to  support  the  powers  of  life.” 

Dr.  Wm.  Rankin,  of  Shippensburg,  reports  a  case  of  partial  para¬ 
lysis,  as  follows:  “During  the  night  of  the  5th  of  October,  1867, 
W.  R.  was  aroused  from  sleep  by  a  sensation  of  burning  pain  in  his 
eyes,  which  he  had  felt  in  a  slight  degree  several  times  previously ; 
at  the  same  time  he  found  that  he  was  unable  to  remaiji  in  an  erect 
position,  felt  a  prickling  sensation  and  numbness  in  his  lips,  inability 
to  use  his  tongue,  so  as  to  speak  intelligibly,  the  left  half  of  it 
appearing  numb  and  swollen,  and  there  also  was  loss  of  the  power  of 
motion  and  sensation  in  the  right  arm.  These  symptoms  gradually 
abated,  and  after  a  few  hours  entirely  disappeared,  leaving,  as  their 
result  a  feeling  of  considerable  debility.  In  a  few  days  the  above 
symptoms,  but  in  a  milder  form,  returned  several  times  successively. 
It  appears  that  about  six  weeks  previous  to  this  attack  he  had 
received  a  severe  blow  on  the  right  temple,  which  was  succeeded  by 
a  subacute  pain  in  his  head,  with  some  dizziness,  which  continued 
up  to  the  accession  of  the  symptoms  above  detailed.  He  had  been, 
for  several  years,  subject  to  frequent  attacks  of  irritation  in  the  upper 
cervical  vertebrae,  which  together  with  the  injury  he  sustained  from 
the  blow  on  the  temple,  I  presume,  may  satisfactorily  account  for 
the  unpleasant  attacks  with  which  he  has  been  suffering.  He  took 
a  dose  of  cathartic  medicine,  had  blisters  applied  to  the  right  temple^ 
above  the  ear,  and  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  in  a  few  days  after¬ 
wards  had  a  cup  and  a  leech  applied  to  the  injured  temple.  After 
this  no  more  pain  was  felt  in  the  head,  a  little  dizziness  only  remain¬ 
ing. 

“  He  then  took  a  tonic  of  one  grain  of  sulphate  of  quinine  and  two 
grains  of  gum-camphor  every  sixth  hour,  and  live  grains  of  bromide 
of  potassium  as  often,  observing  at  the  same  time  to  keep  the  bow¬ 
els  open  with  mild  purgative  pills.  On  the  24th  inst.  he  had  a 
slight  return  of  the  burning  pain  in  his  eyes,  and  a  prickling  feeling 
in  his  lips,  extending  over  the  whole  front  part  of  the  scalp,  without 
any  paralysis  of  the  tongue  or  arm.  This  attack  lasted  only  about 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  He  then  took  a  full  dose  of  comp,  cathart. 
pills,  and  had  cups  applied  to  the  nape  of  his  neck. 

“  Nov.  28.  He  has  continued  free  from  all  appearance  of  the  disease 
since  the  24th  ult.  He  has  been  taking  for  some  time  five  grains  of 
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bromide  of  ammonium,  three  times  a  day,  which  was  very  efficient 
in  allaying  the  nervous  irritability  of  the  system  that  was  the  result 
of  the  disease.” 

Dr.  Vm.  W.  Dale,  of  Carlisle,  reports  a  case  of  inverted  uterus 
from  a  short  cord : — 

“  I  was  called  upon  to  attend  a  lady  in  confinement  with  her  third 
child.  Upon  examination  I  found  everything  progressing  finely, 
giving  assurance  of  an  early  delivery.  After  the  head  had  advanced 
until  the  vertex  pointed  through  the  vulva,  following  each  expul¬ 
sive  effort,  which  was  very  strong,  nry  patient  complained  of  in¬ 
tense  pain  in  the  abdomen,  which  I  located  in  the  fundus  of  the 
womb,  and  yUich  she  represented  as  being  more  intolerable  than 
the  labor-pains.  The  head  was  soon  delivered,  but  some  time 
elapsed  and  a  number  of  very  long-continued  and  severe  pains 
were  required  to  bring  the  body,  and  when  it  did  come,  so  short  was 
the  cord  that  with  difficulty  could  I  tie  it.  After  tying  and  cutting 
it,  I  handed  the  child  to  the  woman  in  waiting ;  whilst  watching 
the  operation  of  washing  and  dressing  the  babe,  my  attention  was 
attracted  by  a  cry  of  anguish  from  the  bed.  Supposing  it  to  be 
caused  by  the  efforts  of  the  uterus  to  relieve  itself  of  the  placenta, 
I  exhorted  my  patient  to  keep  in  good  heart,  assuring  her  that  her 
trouble  would  soon  be  over.  Another  cry  brought  me  to  the  bed¬ 
side;  when,  upon  examination,  I  found  lying  between  the  thighs  the 
expelled  placenta  attached  to  the  inverted  womb,  both  outside  the 
vulva.  So  firm  was  the  attachment,  and  so  intimate  the  connec¬ 
tion  existing  between  the  uterus  and  placenta,  that  neither  my  friend 
Dr.  Keiffer  nor  mj^self  were  able  to  distinguish  by  the  touch  the 
line  of  union  between  them,  but  were  compelled  to  call  in  the  aid 
of  a  lamp  before  we  could  separate  them.  After  removing  the  pla¬ 
centa,  by  a  steady  pressure  on  the  centre  of  the  fundus,  we  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  replacing  the  womb  in  its  natural  position.  After  the 
inversion,  which  we  looked  upon  as  complete,  the  patient  suffered 
but  little  pain  and  the  loss  of  scarcely  any  blood,  complaining, 
however,  of  great  nausea  and  faintness,  with  scarcely  perceptible 
pulse,  clammy  sweat,  and  cold  extremities.  With  the  free  use  of 
stimulants,  she  in  a  few  hours  felt  as  well  as  after  ordinary  accouche- 
ments,  made  a  good  recovery,  and  never  felt  the  worse  of  it.  From 
the  peculiar  and  severe  pains  felt  between  and  in  the  absence  of  the 
regular  labor-pains,  the  violent  expulsive  efforts  to  expel  the  body 
of  the  child  after  the  head  was  born,  the  attachment  of  the  placenta 
firmly  in  the  centre  of  the  fundus,  together  with  the  shortness  of 
the  cord,  led  me  to  believe  that  the  inversion  was  nearly  accom¬ 
plished  when  the  child  was  expelled.” 
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We  have  had  within  our  bounds  the  usual  number  of  cases  of 
disease  incident  to  this  locality,  as  rheumatism,  catarrhal  affections, 
and  the  ordinary  diseases  of  childhood,  a  few  surgical  cases  of  a 
minor  character,  and  the  usual  number  of  obstetrical  cases. 

The  use  of  anaesthetics  is  coming  into  favor  in  cases  of  severe 
parturition,  and  the  practice,  I  think,  will  soon  be  generally  adopted. 
It  does  not  appear  advisable  that  the  system  be  brought  fully  un¬ 
der  the  influence  of  the  anaesthetic,  as  it  might  perhaps  weaken  the 
uterine  contraction ;  but  by  a  moderate  dose  a  useful  effect  may  be 
produced  without  interfering  with  the  uterine  energies,  or  the  con¬ 
traction  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  and  yet  a  sufficient  influence  be 
produced  upon  the  nervous  centres  to  insureTreedom  from  pain. 

Care  should  be  taken  in  its  administration,  if  any  considerable 
disease  of  the  circulatory  or  respiratory  organs  be  present.  In 
craniotomy,  adherent  placenta,  and  protracted  cases  resulting  from 
rigidity,  the  blessings  of  ether  are  incalculable.  I  present  farther 
extracts  from  Dr.  Haldeman’s  report : — 

“  I  have  now  made  use  of  chloroform  in  obstetrical  practice  for 
more  than  five  years,  and  the  more  I  know  of  it  and  the  more  expe¬ 
rience  I  have  with  it,  the  better  I  like  it. 

“  The  moral  and  dynamic  objections,  now  only  occasionally  made, 
I  have  lost  sight  of  almost  entirely.  I  now  never  allow  them  to 
intervene  between  pain  and  me ;  they  are  no  longer  considered  a 
barrier.  I  had  two  cases  of  puerperal  eclampsia  in  which  chloroform 
seemed  to  act  like  a  charm.” 

The  administration  of  remedies  hypodermically  is  a  favorite 
method  with  many  members  of  our  Society  in  relieving  pain.  The 
nausea  and  vomiting,  the  local  inflammation  and  abscesses  frequently 
following  the  use  of  the  hypodermic  syringe  will,  I  think,  prevent 
its  general  adoption.  Dr.  It.  L.  Sibbet,  of  New  Kingston,  reports 
a  case  of  puerperal  convulsions  treated  by  the  hypodermic  use 

of  the  sulphate  of  morphia:  “ - ,  19  years  of  age,  gave  birth 

to  a  child  July  22,  1868 ;  fourteen  hours  afterwards,  I  found  her  in 
violent  convulsions,  which  had  set  in  soon  after  delivery,  and  were 
occurring  every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  with  increasing  violence. 
I  attempted  the  administration  of  quinine,  morphia,  and  brandy ;  but 
failed  in  this,  on  account  of  the  clinched  condition  of  the  teeth :  I 
at  once  resolved  on  the  hypodermic  use  of  the  sulphate  of  morphia. 
Five  minutes  after  the  use  of  the  morphia,  she  became  quiet,  and 
remained  so  for  three  hours  and  a  half.  In  the  mean  time  I  applied 
mustard  to  the  abdomen,  and  afterwards  a  large  poultice  of  bread 
and  milk.  To  the  quinine  mixture  which  I  had  prepared,  I  added 
a  few  grains  of  Dover’s  powder,  and  gave  this  in  small  quantities, 
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every  half  hour  by  pressing  the  spoon  between  her  teeth.  It  was 
now  necessary  for  me  to  be  absent  for  some  time,  and  on  my  return 
(having  to  ride  four  miles)  I  fouiid  her  quite  restless,  and  during 
my  absence  another  paroxysm  occurred,  though  not  so  violent.  I 
resolved  to  make  another  experiment  with  my  hypodermic  syringe, 
and  with  the  same  happy  effect.  She  became  quiet.  This  was  her 
last  convulsion.  The  narcotism  of  the  drug  became  somewhat 
alarming,  viz.,  stertorous  breathing,  slowness  of  the  pulse,  coldness 
of  the  limbs,  and  great  insensibility.  With  the  usual  restoratives, 
consciousness  became  apparent,  and  with  generous  diet  and  care 
she  continued  to  improve,  and  in  three  weeks  was  quite  well.” 

Whether  or  not  the  favorable  result  of  this  case  was  owing  to 
the  use  of  the  hypodermic  syringe,  or  the  apparent  effect,  a  mere 
coincidence,  is  for  the  reader  to  determine. 

The  mortality  from  acute  disease  has  not,  in  my  opinion,  been 
great  during  the  year. 

There  has  been  a  good  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  Society 
at  all  its  meetings,  which  take  place  three  times  a  year ;  and  there 
is  evidently  a  growing  interest  manifested  by  the  Society  in  its  ex¬ 
ercises  and  duties.  We  have  not  found  it  necessary,  in  a  single 
instance,  to  inflict  censure  upon  any  of  the  members  for  a  violation 
of  the  Code  of  Ethics. 

Our  relations  have  been  both  pleasant  and  profitable. 

We  have  lost  one  member  by  death  since  our  last  report,  Dr.  Ira 
Day,  of  Mechanicsburg.  The  medical  profession  has  suffered  a 
great  loss  in  his  death ;  for  by  his  talents,  learning,  industry,  and 
amiable  deportment,  he  did  much  to  elevate  the  standard  of  our 
profession  in  the  county. 

The  annexed  memoir  was  furnished  by  Dr.  Haldeman,  of  New- 
ville,  an  intimate  friend  and  former  pupil  of  the  deceased. 

Our  Society  numbers  about  fifty  members.  A  few  of  the  regular 
physicians  of  our  county  continue  to  deprive  themselves  of  the 
privileges  of  our  Society,  greatly  to  their  loss,  and  to  the  disad¬ 
vantage  of  their  patients. 

W.  W.  NEVIN,  M.  D. 

NECROLOGICAL  NOTICE  OP  IRA  DAY,  M.  D.,  1799-1869. 

“  Light  be  the  shadow  of  thy  tomb  ! 

May  its  verdure  like  emeralds  be  ; 

There  should  not  be  the  shadow  of  gloom, 

In  aught  that  reminds  us  of  thee.” 

Dr.  Day  died  at  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  of  pneumonia,  after  a  brief 
illness,  on  the  27th  day  of  November,  1868,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  seventy  years.  Thus  overcome  and  subdued  by  the  grim  monster 
— the  same  common  foe — whose  attacks  upon  others  he  had  so  often 
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successfully  repulsed,  he  sleeps  the  sleep  of  the  illustrious  dead,  and, 
with  the  millions  of  earth  “who  have  gone  this  way  before  him,” 
patiently  awaits  the  sound  of  the  last  trump. 

The  doctor  was  born  in  the  town  of  Royalton,  in  the  State  of 
Yermont,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  It 99.  In  early  life  he  availed  him¬ 
self  of  all  the  educational  advantages  which  the  common  schools  of 
his  town  and  neighborhood  afforded;  and,  when  he  arrived  at  man¬ 
hood,  he  entered  and  spent  several  years  at  the“  Royalton  Academy,” 
studying  the  classics,  the  higher  branches  of  mathematics,  etc. 
Having  thus  acquired  a  liberal  education,  and  qualified  himself  for 
usefulness  in  life,  he  came  to  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  in  1823,  where,  being 
destitute  of  means,  he  opened  a  select  school  or  academy,  in  which 
he  taught  successfully  for  some  three  years,  during  which  he  de¬ 
voted  a  portion  of  his  time  to  the  study  of  medicine,  with  the  late 
Dr.  Luther.  Completing  in  this  way  his  preparatory  training  for 
the  profession  of  his  choice,  he  returned  to  his  native  State  in  1826, 
entered  the  University  of  Yermont,  and,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
following  year,  received  the  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine.  Thus 
prepared  for  the  arduous  and  responsible  duties  of  the  medical 
profession,  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  he  returned  to  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  locating  at  Mechanicsburg,  where,  until  within  a  few  days 
of  the  time  of  his  decease,  he  continued  for  forty-one  long  years 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  its  collateral  branches. 
Possessed  of  a  vigorous  body  and  a  generous  heart,  he  was  always 
quick  to  respond  to  the  calls  of  his  patients.  Naturally  amiable 
and  tender-hearted,  as  well  as  skilful  in  the  adaptation  of  means  to 
ends,  he  was  ever  a  most  welcome  visitor  and  acceptable  companion, 
in  the  sick-room,  in  the  most  trying  emergency,  and  in  the  most 
trivial  ailments.  He  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  his  medical 
brethren.  His  counsel  and  encouragement  were  frequently  sought 
by  them,  not  only  in  ordinary  intercourse,  but  in  formal  consulta¬ 
tion  ;  especially  by  the  young  practitioner,  for  whom  he  always  had 
a  word  of  cheer,  and  whose  hands  he  was  ever  ready  to  hold  up. 
And  there  are  many  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  who 
are  proud  to  think  of  and  refer  to  him  as  their'  preceptor,  as  the 
sympathizing  friend  and  wise  counsellor,  who  took  them  bjr  the 
hand  and  prepared  them,  by  patient  effort,  for  higher  attainments 
and  future  usefulness  in  the  profession,  to  which  he  devoted  his 
time  and  talents.  The  writer  is  happy  to  count  himself  among  this 
number,  and  knows  whereof  he  affirms.  From  its  organization  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  he  took  a  deep  and  lively  interest  in  the  Cum¬ 
berland  County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  a  respected  and 
useful  member,  and,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  its  honorable  president. 

As  a  citizen,  none  was  esteemed  more  highly  than  he.  He  took 
a  lively  interest  in  every  improvement  calculated  to  promote  the 
general  welfare.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  man  living  to  whom  the 
people  of  Mechanicsburg  are  as  much  indebted  as  to  the  doctor,  for 
the  advantages  accruing  from  the  improvements,  both  public  and 
private,  which  he  was  mainly  instrumental  in  originating,  pro¬ 
moting,  and  pei’fecting.  Being  a  man  of  sound  judgment  and  indo¬ 
mitable  energy,  his  influence  once  obtained  and  exerted  in  behalf 
of  any  important  project,  was  equivalent  to  success.  The  cause  of 
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education  received  much  of  his  attention,  and  had  in  him  a  strong 
advocate  and  firm  supporter.  Thus  the  interests  of  common  schools 
and  colleges  shared  alike  his  sympathy  and  friendship.  He  served 
long  as  a  school  director  in  the  district  of  which  he  was  a  resident. 
Irving  Female  College,  and  the  Boys’  Academy,  both  of  them 
flourishing  institutions  of  learning,  under  the  control  at  this  time 
of  the  Messrs.  Ege,  received  his  constant  support  in  every  way;  as, 
also,  that  venerable  institution  of  learning,  Dickinson  College, 
located  at  Carlisle,  of  whose  board  of  trustees  he  was  long  a  promi¬ 
nent  member.  He  was  a  consistent  and  influential  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances 
giving  the  weight  of  his  influence  in  favor  of  temperance,  morality, 
and  religion. 

Although  avoid  has  been  created  in  our  profession  which  cannot 
soon  be  filled,  and  although  the  people  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lived  are  deprived  of  the  services  of  a  kind-hearted,  skilful,  and 
conscientious  medical  adviser,  our  loss,  however  great,  bears  no 
comparison  with  the  loss  which  has  befallen  his  family  of  six  child¬ 
ren,  who  had  been  motherless  about  two  years.  It  is  here,  in  the 
family  circle,  that  the  loss  is  most  keenly  felt — here  that  sorrow  is 
unalloyed.  They  do  not,  however,  mourn  as  those  who  have  no 
hope,  for  the  exchange  is  to  him  one  of  immeasurable  gain — “joy 
unspeakable  and  full  of  glory.”  Let  us  imitate  his  virtues  and 
follow  his  example,  and,  when  we  are  called  upon  to  walk  through 
the  dark  valley  and  the  shadow  of  death,  we  shall  fear  no  evil. 
Requiescat  in  pace. 


GEO.  W.  HALDEMAN. 


Newville,  Pa.,  May,  1869. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DELAWARE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


After  several  years’  inactivity,  mainly  due  to  the  apathy  and 
dissensions  of  the  profession  of  the  county,  the  Society  is  reorgan¬ 
ized,  holds  regular  monthly  meetings,  and  is  increasing  in  interest 
and  usefulness. 

NECROLOGICAL  NOTICE  OF  LOUIS  M.  EMANUEL,  M.  D.,  1834-1868. 

Louis  M.  Emanuel,  M.  IX,  departed  this  life  on  the  21th  of  De¬ 
cember,  1868,  after  a  painful  illness  of  many  months,  his  disease 
being  diabetes,  terminating  in  pneumonia.  When  an  infant,  he 
emigrated  from  London,  England,  to  Philadelphia,  with  his  father, 
Dr.  Manly  Emanuel,  subsequently  removing  to  Linwood,  Delaware 
County,  Pennsylvania,  where,  as  his  father’s  partner  and  successor, 
he  terminated  his  short  but  eventful  life  of  usefulness.  Possessed 
with  a  delicate,  refined  nature,  a  good  classical  education,  and  well 
grounded  in  the  principles  of  pharmacy,  medicine,  and  surgery,  his 
graduation  promised  a  career  of  the  highest  success,  when  appointed 
in  July,  1861,  by  Governor  Curtin,  as  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  31st 
regiment  of  Pennsylvania  volunteers.  InDecember  of  the  year  follow¬ 
ing,  he  was  promoted  to  the  Surgeonship  of  the  82d  regiment  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  volunteers, in  which  he  served  until  mustered  out  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1864.  He  was  then  placed  on  General  Sheridan’s  staff,  and 
appointed  Medical  Inspector  at  Winchester  Hospital  until  January, 
1865,  when  he  was  detailed  to  Harper’s  Ferry  as  Medical  Director 
of  Transportation,  which  position  he  held  until  the  close  of  1865, 
when  mustered  out.  After  one  year’s  service  at  Charity  Hospital, 
Philadelphia,  he  returned  to  Linwood,  and  commenced  the  arduous 
duties  of  general  practitioner,  winning  an  early  recognition  in  the 
community  for  that  skill  and  fidelity  which  had  given  him  honor 
and  place  in  the  army.  Thus  has  been  stricken  down,  at  the  age  of 
34,  a  man  who  had  done  full  and  good  service,  whose  loss  is  felt 
outside  his  own  devoted  and  sorrowing  family. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


REPORT  OF  THE  ERIE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  topography  of  Erie  County  is  such  as  to  prevent  the  frequent 
occurrence  of  epidemics ;  little  marsh  is  left  by  our  rapidly  des¬ 
cending  streams ;  the  short  summers  of  a  high  latitude,  cooled  by 
winds  of  large  lakes,  are  favorable  to  the  removal  of  malignant 
disease  when  it  does  occur. 

Typhoid  or  enteric  fever,  of  late  years  endemic  in  this  region, 
has  furnished  rather  more  than  its  usual  number  of  sufferers. 
When  simple,  it  is  not  fatal,  but  tedious.  Our  efforts  to  cut  it 
short  by  anti-periodics  have  generally  been  failures.  We  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  wait  upon  nature  and  watch  critical  days.  One-fourth  or 
more  of  our  cases  of  typhoid  take  the  form  of  typhus  ambulans, 
and  these  are  not  the  least  troublesome,  the  gastric  irritations  and 
diurnal  exacerbations  not  unfrequently  requiring  weeks  for  treat¬ 
ment.  Intermittents  and  remittents  have,  with  us,  been  few,  mild, 
and  easy  of  treatment.  Pneumonic,  pleuritic,  and  rheumatic  com¬ 
plications  are,  however,  natural  results  of  so  severe  a  climate,  and 
often  baffle  our  efforts  to  relieve. 

Spinal  meningitis  visited  us  in  February,  1868.  The  first  case 
was  deep  typhus  with  prostration,  delirium,  subsultus,  and  death 
in  five  days.  Three  other  cases  in  the  same  house  followed  imme¬ 
diately.  Chill,  pain  in  the  head  and  back,  delirium,  intense  general 
misery,  cool  surface,  without  any  vital  effort  at  reaction,  marked 
them  all.  Their  duration  was  20,  36,  and  60  hours.  Nervines,  ano- 
dynes,  alteratives,  external  and  internal  stimulants  were  alike  use¬ 
less  or  but  temporary  alleviants.  The  attack  was  like  the  effect  of 
depressing  poisons.  The  molecular  movements  were  suspended, 
and,  to  use  a  vulgar  expression,  the  patients  were  “  struck  with 
death.” 

Our  profession  here  have  found  it  necessary  during  the  past  year 
to  avoid  with  more  than  usual  care  all  remedies  that  depress  vital 
power.  Calomel  is  less  frequently  employed  and  requires  to  be 
prescribed  with  caution.  The  air  of  the  lakes  is  elastic,  but  our 
cases  bear  tonics  well,  and  of  these  the  preparations  of  iron  are 
demanded  in  much  greater  amount  than  in  former  years. 
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The  deaths  for  1868  in  this  city  and  vicinity  number  400  for 
25,000  population,  or  one  in  62.5. 

It  may  be  of  value  to  gather  the  opinions  of  physicians  of  dif¬ 
ferent  sections  on  certain  points  of  treatment.  Here  the  sub¬ 
cutaneous  use  of  medicines  is  growing  into  favor:  of  the  use  of 
chloroform  we  become  more  timid — it  is  not  employed  in  obstetrics. 
The  early  use  of  the  forceps  in  severe  labor  is  much  more  common 
than  heretofore;  in  our  hands  it  lessens  the  number  of  stillbirths, 
saves  pain,  avoids  the  bruising  of  soft  parts  from  force  that  presses 
without  relieving,  and,  we  think,  by  inclining  the  head  forward, 
lessens  danger  to  the  perineum ;  we  do  not  think  it  consistent  with  an 
outcry  against  abortion  to  use  carelessly  a  drug  that  forces  a  con¬ 
tinuous  squeezing  of  the  placenta  and  may  asphyxiate  the  infant. 
Does  not  ergot  endanger  the  uterus  more  than  skilfully  used 
blades  ? 

We  have  found  bromide  of  potassium,  in  large  doses,  beside  its 
value  in  uterine  and  other  irritations,  of  decided  benefit  in  threat¬ 
ened  traumatic  tetanus. 

We  grieve  to  report  the  death  of  Dr.  George  E.  Darling,  a  martyr 
to  his  zeal  in  attending  a  case  of  typhus  fever.  He  was  young, 
but  full  of  promise.  After  serving  in  the  army  during  the  late 
struggle  with  the  South,  he  located  among  us  and  took  a  strong 
and  decided  stand  as  a  member  of  the  regular  profession  against 
all  irregularity  of  practice,  and  filled  all  the  social  and  moral 
relations  of  life  with  credit  to  himself  and  comfort  to  his  fellow- 
practitioners. 

WM.  M.  WALLACE, 

Chairman  of  Sanitary  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


REPORT  OF  THE  INDIANA  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


As  yet  not  having  succeeded  in  getting  any  of  my  medical 
brethren  of  this  county,  except  one,  to  furnish  material  for  a  re¬ 
port,  I  have  concluded  to  write  briefly  some  personal  observations. 
Having  been  appointed  on  the  Sanitary  Committee,  I  dislike  to  see 
our  county  a  blank  altogether,  or  with  only  the  report  from  a 
single  contributor.  We  may  say  that  our  county  still  continues 
to  be  very  clear  of  the  common  epidemics,  and  a  state  of  general 
good  health  prevails.  The  sickness  that  does  exist  is  not  of  a 
grave  nature,  but  generally  mild  and  easily  manageable  with  suita¬ 
ble  treatment.  We  have  still  the  existence  of  a  nervous  condition, 
an  account  of  which  I  gave  in  my  report  of  last  year.  It  has  not 
been  prevailing  so  extensively  this  year  as  last,  but  is  taking  on 
new  features,  and  in  the  last  year  has  attacked  many  men  as  well 
as  women,  producing  in  many  instances  much  mental  derangement, 
but  not  lasting  so  long  nor  so  liable  to  relapse  into  severity  as 
formerly.  The  disease  has  been  prevailing  very  extensively  along 
the  river  below  this  in  the  districts  of  other  physicians,  by  whom 
I  have  been  informed  that  it  is  more  violent  in  the  attack  and 
severe  in  its  course  throughout,  but  not  of  so  long  duration  as 
cases  I  had  seen  the  previous  year.  I  had  a  few  of  these  cases  out 
on  the  banks  of  the  Blacklick,  that,  with  some  additions,  were  a 
pretty  full  development  of  the  disease  as  it  existed  last  year. 
There  was  a  continuous  heavy  headache,  flushed  cheeks,  high  fever, 
with  dull  heavy  countenance,  similar  to  the  active  stage  of  typhoid 
fever,  and,  were  it  not  for  some  conditions,  would  be  readily  mistaken 
for  it.  There  existed  very  irritable  stomach  with  frequent  vomiting, 
tender  bowels  with  severe  purging,  heavily  coated  tongue  with  red 
point.  Bleeding  profusely  from  the  nose  was  common  in  these  cases, 
but  without  relief  of  headache.  This  epistaxis  was  frequent  in  many 
cases  who  were  able  to  go  about  and  attend  to  regular  business 
and  only  suffered  with  a  kind  of  general  indisposition.  With  a 
little  medicine  and  suitable  management  these  symptoms  all  passed 
off  in  a  few  days  and  nothing  remained  but  a  slightly  irritable  con¬ 
dition  of  the  spine,  and,  in  some  cases,  of  the  intercostal  spaces 
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that  gradually  subsided.  In  some  cases,  however,  a  low  condition 
of  the  mind  and  desponding  spirits  prevailed  or  remained  for  weeks 
or  even  months.  We  had  but  very  few  cases  of  dysentery  or  cholera 
morbus  during  the  last  summer,  and  very  little  catarrhal  fever  or 
pneumonia  during  the  winter ;  a  few  light  cases  of  scarlatina,  no 
grave  cases  by  us,  but  some  of  the  sequelae  proved  so  with  the 
homoeopathic  for  want  of  proper  treatment  of  course. 

In  surgery  nothing  of  note  occurred.  I  might  mention  a  case  of 
a  very  large,  and,  in  my  opinion,  benign  tumor  of  the  encysted 
variety,  of  many  years’  standing.  The  original  and  central  portion 
arose  near  the  ensiform  cartilage,  and  gradually  enlarged,  until 
now  it  nearly  covers  the  whole  abdomen,  with  attachments  or  kind 
of  side  wings  or  lobes  to  the  original.  It  was  becoming  very  trou¬ 
blesome,  and  at  times  painful,  but  still  presented  no  malignant  ap¬ 
pearance.  With  the  advice  of  other  physicians,  I  was  willing  to 
attempt  its  extirpation,  but  the  lady' is  still  unwilling. 

In  obstetrics  nothing  of  importance  has  occurred,  except  in  two 
cases.  The  first,  a  primipara,  was  a  little  premature  from  a  hurt ;  the 
labor  was  tedious.  I  was  absent  for  a  while,  and  when  I  returned  the 
labor  was  vigorous  and  the  head  pressing  against  the  perineum,  which 
soon  became  stretched  to  the  full  extent  of  its  endurance,  and  jmt 
no  dilatation  of  the  mouth  of  the  vagina.  I  was  afraid  the  head 
would  be  forced  through  the  perineum,  and  I  resisted  the  expulsive 
effort  with  my  hand  and  with  the  index  finger  in  the  os,  using  back¬ 
ward  traction  between  the  pains,  till  I  finally  got  it  so  dilated  that 
the  vertex  entered  and  made  the  passage  safely.  The  second  was 
a  supposed  eleven  months-case  which  was  still  more  grave,  and 
nearly  proved  fatal  to  the  mother.  I  have  met  with  many  cases 
of  over-term  in  my  practice  of  twenty-five  years,  producing  severe 
labor,  but  I  never  met  with  such  a  large  child  (15J  pounds  weight) ; 
large,  solid  head,  with  the  fontanelles  pretty  nearly  closed,  and  the 
child  in  every  way  large  and  well  developed.  The  mother  had  a 
large  and  well-formed  pelvis,  and  had  always  borne  her  children  com¬ 
paratively  easy,  which  made  me  hopeful,  although  I  was  not  then 
informed  of  the  over-time.  She  was  depressed  with  the  fear  of  “  not 
getting  through.”  I  had  my  forceps  along — a  thing  that  should 
never  be  neglected — and  wanted  to  use  them,  but  she  would  become 
frantic  at  the  mention  of  them.  I  was  still  hopeful,  as  I  had  attended 
her  before,  and  knew  she  had  a  capacious  pelvis.  Her  husband  was 
finally  called  in,  and  I  told  him  it  was  her  best  chance;  her  pains 
were  violent,  and  yet  the  head  was  pressing  against,  but  had  not  en¬ 
gaged  in,  the  superior  strait.  She  still  stood  out  against  the  instru¬ 
ments,  and  “  knew  I  could  not  relieve  her  in  that  way.”  She  was  will- 
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ing  to  die,  and  proceeded  to  give  her  husband  advice  in  regard  to  her 
children,  of  which  they  had  six  or  seven.  I  asked  him  what  I  should 
do,  owing  to  her  resistance.  He  wisely  answered,  “  Whatever  you 
think  best.”  Without  any  ado  in  shifting  her  from  her  position  in 
the  middle  of  the  bed,  I  applied  the  forceps,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  delivered  the  child  to  the  joy  of  all  present,  and  surely  to  my 
satisfaction.  I  used  the  Davis  forceps,  but  I  am  well  persuaded  that 
those  recommended  by  Prof.  Wallace  would  be  much  better  for  the 
superior  strait.  The  lady  recovered  in  due  time  without  any  special 
treatment. 

To  the  young  and  inexperienced  physician  this  is  a  case  of  much 
interest,  for  in  the  excitement  and  hurry  of  the  moment  he  has  no 
time  to  call  counsel ;  his  deliberations  and  judgment  in  the  case 
would  be  overwhelmed  in  the  conflict  of  thought.  If  he  would  pro¬ 
ceed  with  instrumental  interference,  and  succeed,  against  the  will 
of  the  patient,  all  would  be  right,  but  failing  all  would  be  wrong  in 
the  judgment  of  others.  If  a  man  can  be  sufficiently  cool  and 
rational  under  some  such  circumstances,  it  is  better  to  be  “  helping 
and  doing  all  you  can.” 

As  I  was  appointed  on  the  committee  to  review  and  report  on 
this  branch  of  the  medical  practice,  I  may,  perhaps,  be  permitted 
to  go  back  and  dilate  on  some  things  that  may  prove  useful  and 
interesting.  I  once  was  attending  a  lady  in  severe  labor.  I  wanted 
to  use  the  forceps,  but  she  was  alarmed  at  the  mention  of  instru¬ 
ments.  The  head  was  in  the  inferior  strait.  Labor  was  severe  and 
without  progress.  I  folded  my  arms  and  said  it  was  all  I  could  do 
for  her  relief.  She  soon,  however,  called  for  me  to  “  use  them 
then  !”  I  did  so,  and  soon  all  was  over  and  she  was  well  satisfied. 
Others  again  will  ask  for  the  help  even  before  the  medical  man  may 
deem  it  necessary.  Difficult  labors,  the  resort  to  craniotomy,  etc.,  I 
believe  are  mostly  owing  to  this  passing  the  period  of  common  ges¬ 
tation.  I  one  time  attended  a  lady  in  her  second  labor,  craniotomy 
having  been  performed  in  the  first.  I  dreaded  the  case  greatly,  but 
she  got  over  it  well.  I  was  called  in  the  third,  which  was  over-time, 
she  believed,  two  months.  I  found  she  could  not  be  delivered ;  the 
operation  had  to  be  performed  again.  The  child  was  very  large 
and  the  head  solid.  I  then  soon  moved  from  that  country,  and  have 
not  heard  how  she  got  along  afterwards.  I  have  had  two  cases  of 
hydrocephalus  in  utero  in  the  course  of  my  practice  that  went  over¬ 
time  two  months ;  in  one  case,  the  head  was  immensely  enlarged,  six 
by  eight  inches  in  diameter,  and  gave  great  trouble  in  the  delivery. 
The  case  was  one  of  consultation  with  a  young  physician.  The 
patient  had  been  long  in  severe  labor ;  I  examined  and  found  the 
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head  presenting,  the  soft  parts  very  tender,  and  the  woman  irritable. 

I  did  not  examine  sufficiently  to  discover  the  hydrocephalus,  and, 
not  being  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  why  the  delivery  was  delayed, 
told  the  young  man  to  turn  and  deliver.  He  did  so,  but  the  head 
would  not  come.  I  passed  up  my  hand  to  unlock  the  chin  and 
bring  it  down,  which  I  did ;  he  using  traction,  and  so  powerfully 
as  to  separate  the  body  from  the  head.  Only  then  did  I  discover 
the  true  nature  of  the  case ;  and  how  to  pierce  the  head,  rolling 
loosely  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  was  a  grave  question.  I  finally 
succeeded,  however,  and  got  all  away.  The  child  was  supposed 
to  have  been  dead  some  time.  The  other  case  was  one  in  which 
the  head  had  bursted  and  an  immense  quantity  of  water  was  in  the 
uterus,  causing  much  enlargement,  and  the  child  was  born  with¬ 
out  head  and  not  much  face.  Of  this  case  I  might  say  the  labor 
was  very  tedious,  and,  after  waiting  many  hours  and  finding  no  pro¬ 
gress — the  abdomen  immensely  enlarged — all  the  women  supposed 
there  were  twins.  The  womb  to  me  appeared  more  like  a  bag  of 
water  than  one  with  a  living  child,  and  I  had  doubts  if  there  was  one 
in  it.  at  all.  The  os  uteri  being  but  very  little  dilated,  I  man¬ 
aged  to  pierce  the  membranes,  upon  which  several  gallons  of  water 
escaped.  The  pains  then  set  in  more  effectually,  and  soon  the  child 
was  born  by  breech  presentation  in  the  condition  that  I  have  men¬ 
tioned.  In  these  cases,  or  this  one  in  particular,  the  question  may 
be  answered,  asked  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Stevenson,  of  Adamsburg,  Pa., 
some  years  ago,  in  a  case  given  in  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Re¬ 
porter ,  and  again  referred  to  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  Pa.  in  1865  I  think.  Of  the  first  case  I  was  not  told  of 
any  mental  trouble,  but  the  second  was  badly  scared  by  a  large 
snake  while  gathering  berries  in  a  field,  and  during  her  pregnancy 
was  wrong  in  her  mind,  fearing  lest  her  child  should  be  born  part 
snake.  The  maternal  impression  was  not  strong  enough  for  this ; 
but  it  would  seem  sufficient  to  produce  excited  action  of  the  brain 
terminating  in  hydrocephalus.  There  are  many  proofs  of  these 
deleterious  effects  of  maternal  impressions  that  should  warn  every 
woman  enciente  to  be  very  careful.  I  once  had  a  case  in  which  the 
child  was  born  with  but  very  little  cutaneous  covering,  all  raw  and 
in  horrible  condition,  and  lived  in  great  misery  only  a  few  days, 
the  mother  having  been  frightened  by  a  man  coming  into  her  house 
with  a  bleeding,  lacerated  foot  and  ankle  from  a  wound  on  the  rail¬ 
road.  I  also  lately  delivered  a  lady,  prematurely  in  labor  at  six 
months  of  utero-gestation,  of  a  stillborn  child,  who  was  fright¬ 
ened  by  something  which  she  was  cooking  on  the  stove  running 
over  and  creating  a  sudden  flash.  On  the  child’s  breast  and  side 
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was  a  large  blister  as  if  it  had  been  burnt  or  scalded  with  the  sub¬ 
stance  frightening  the  mother.  I  have  known  two  cases  of  children 
being  born  with  rolling,  upturned,  and  unfixed  eyes,  resembling  a 
monkey;  their  mothers  having  attended  a  menagerie  while  preg¬ 
nant.  Many  more  such  cases  could  be  given,  warning  women  very 
fully  of  the  great  care  that  should  be  exercised  in  this  respect 
throughout  pregnancy. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Hughes,  of  Blairsville,  writes:  “I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  as  a  brief  outline  of  my  practice  during  the 
year.  Being  located  at  the  base  of  the  Chestnut  Pudge  (the 
western  border  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains),  we  are  subject  to  fre- 
quent  changes,  attended  with  cold  damp  air,  and  heavy  driving 
storms  to  and  from  the  mountain,  causing  frequent  attacks  of 
catarrh,  pneumonia,  bronchial,  and  asthmatic  affections,  hastening 
our  strumous-disposed  persohs  rapidly  to  a  fatal  issue.  In  the 
treatment  of  these  pectoral  diseases  I  have  nothing  new  to  offer. 

“  Scarlatina  and  influenza  have  visited  our  community  during  the 
winter  and  spring  of  this  year,  the  former  of  rather  mild  character. 
In  the  invasive  stage  of  the  disease,  spasms  were  of  frequent  occur¬ 
rence,  and  especially  in  cases  where  no  rash  was  developed.  This 
symptom  I  controlled  with  the  bromide  of  potassium  in  full  doses. 
The  sequela  (anasarca)  often  followed  mild  attacks  of  the  disease, 
which  was  difficult  to  remove,  some  cases  proving  fatal. 

“I  have  met  with  many  cases  of  nervous  disease;  as  chorea , 
convulsions  from  uterine  and  spinal  irritation,  epileptic ,  hysterical , 
puerperal ,  etc.  In  these  troubles  I  have  usually  relied  upon  the  bro¬ 
mide  of  potassium,  given  in  large  doses.  In  recent  cases  I  give  gr. 
xx  every  hour,  which  readily  interrupts  the  paroxysms,  giving  time 
for  attention  to  the  source  of  irritation. 

“During  the  year  I  have  had  three  cases  of  diabetes,  one  of 
which  yielded  on  examination  3j  of  sugar  to  the  f  jjj  of  urine.  The 
amount  of  urine  passed  in  twenty-four  hours  was  from  2j?  to  3  gal¬ 
lons.  This  patient  is  aged  10  years,  and  rapidly  sinking.  Of  the 
other  two  cases,  one  has  recovered  and  the  other  much  improved. 
I  have  treated  all  these  cases  with  ferrum  et  opium,  viz.,  ferri  phos- 
phas  gr.  v,  pulv.  opii  gr.  j,  three  times  per  day;  also  tinct.  ferri 
chloridi  gtt.  x,  tinct.  opii  gtt.  xx,  ter  in  die.  This  treatment  gave 
marked  relief  in  each  of  the  cases  referred  to,  and  was  the  means 
of  cure  in  one. 

“  Homoeopathy  is  still  employed  by  some  people  in  our  community. 
Its  advocates  are  short-lived,  however,  and  once  its  victims  learn 
wisdom  from  experience,  they  are  soon  found  back  upon  the  side  of 
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reason  and  rational  science — yet  a  few  still  hold  to  this  dying 
theory  of  similia  similibus  curantur.  I  look  upon  this  money¬ 
making  scheme  as  a  most  dangerous  enemy  to  a  community. 
Where  disease  lurks  in  the  body,  it  lulls  it  on  to  death  ;  where  the 
natural  forces  are  sufficient  to  throw  off  temporary  ailments ,  and 
no  interference  from  medicine  is  needed ,  it  gains  much  praise.  A 
few  of  our  ministers  advocate  it,  as  well  as  give  their  certificate 
occasionally  in  praise  of  some  patent  medicine  or  nostrum,  thus  en¬ 
couraging  quackery,  and  throwing  their  influence  into  the  balance 
against  the  true  interest  of  society.  These  patent  remedies,  like 
the  homoeopathic  practice,  derive  their  principal  hold  upon  the 
people,  from  the  mystery  which  surrounds  them ,  and  not  from  any 
known  merit. 

“  In  obstetrics,  I  have  had  one  case  of  placenta  preevia.  Hemo- 
rhage  was  the  first  symptom  of  trouble,  which  occurred  at  night, 
and  roused  the  patient  from  sleep.  It  was  controlled  by  the  faith¬ 
ful  use  of  the  tampon.  Anti-hemorrhagics  were  given,  as  well  as 
ergot,  to  stimulate  labor.  Pain  ivas  entirely  absent.  This  is  the  only 
feature  of  the  case  to  which  I  want  to  direct  special  attention — the 
absence  of  pain  as  a  general  feature  in  all  like  cases. 

“  In  surgery,  I  have  had  some  cases — one  of  oblique  fracture  of 
the  lower  end  of  the  left  femur,  complicated  with  a  crush  of  the 
right  leg  and  ankle-joint.  I  amputated  the  leg  in  the  middle  third, 
making  a  circular  flap.  The  patient  made  a  good  recovery,  with  a 
good ,  strong ,  and  useful  limb.  I  have  treated  two  cases  of  fracture  of 
the  forearm  ( both  bones ) — one  of  the  clavicle ,  one  ( comminuted )  of  the 
inferior  end  of  radius  through  the  articular  surface,  complicated 
with  dislocation  of  the  wrist-joint.  By  early  attention  to  giving- 
passive  motion,  anchylosis  was  prevented.  Recently,  June  26th,  I 
was  called  to  see  Eli  M.,  aged  eleven  years,  kicked  by  a  colt,  fractur¬ 
ing  the  skull  in  the  os-frontis  about  one  inch  above  the  right  supra¬ 
orbital  ridge.  The  brain  was  exuding  from  the  wound,  some  of  the 
comminuted  bone  having  been  driven  through  its  covering  mem- 
branes.  The  boy  rallied  in  about  four  hours,  when,  assisted  by  Drs. 
Davis  and  McCurdy  (students),  ether  was  administered,  and  I 
removed  ten  pieces  of  bone  from  the  wound,  with  the  loss  of  about 
one  ounce  of  brain  from  the  right  anterior  lobe.  We  closed  the 
wound,  ordered  cold  water  to  be  kept  constantly  applied,  and  left 
the  patient  an  hour.  Subsequent  to  the  operation  he  seemed  quite 
sensible;  pulse  80  per  minute.  June  21th,  patient  vomited  most 
of  the  night,  and  bled  freely  from  a  wounded  branch  of  the  temporal 
artery ;  was  restless  but  not  comatose,  talking  a  little  at  random  ; 
pulse  133  per  minute.  Gave  cathartic,  afterwards  the  bromide  of 
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potassium,  8-grain  doses  every  two  hours.  June  28th  and  29tli, 
patient  was  reported  doing  well.  Saw  him  June  30th;  found  the 
head  cool ;  pulse  88  per  minute;  wound  partly  healed  by  first  inten¬ 
tion.  Seemed  playful,  and  had  good  appetite,  etc.” 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

F.  M.  McCONAUGHY,  Committee . 

NECROLOGICAL  NOTICE  OF  SAMUEL  M.  ELDER,  M.  D.,  1831— 18G8. 

Samuel  M.  Elder,  M.  D.,  was  born  May  If,  1831,  and  died  June 
If,  1868,  being  in  his  38th  year.  He  graduated  at  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College  in  1861,  and  entei’ed  the  army  in  July  of  the  same 
year  as  a  volunteer  (private)  in  Company  II.,  12tli  Regiment,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Reserves.  He  was  promoted  to  First  Sergeant,  then  to 
Lieutenant,  and  then  Captain.  Having  served  three  years,  he  re¬ 
turned  home  at  the  head  of  those  of  his  company  who  had  survived 
the  horrors  of  war.  While  attending  an  extra  term  of  medical 
lectures,  he  was  again  called,  and  entered  the  army  as  an  Assistant 
Surgeon.  On  his  return,  at  the  close  of  the  rebellion,  he  located  in 
Jacksonville,  in  his  native  county  of  Indiana,  where  he  practised 
his  profession  until  failing  health  compelled  him  to  relinquish  it. 
He  died  at  his  father’s  house  near  Armagh,  of  pulmonary  consump¬ 
tion,  induced  no  doubt  by  the  exposure  and  fatigue  incident  to  a 
life  in  camp  and  field.  His  life,  as  a  citizen,  soldier,  physician,  and 
Christian,  and  the  respect  shown  him  in  his  last  illness  and  at  his 
obsequies,  by  his  many  friends,  give  ample  testimony  that  he  served 
his  country  and  his  generation  well.  He  died  in  full  faith  and 
belief  of  the  Christian  religion,  expecting  a  glorious  immortality 
beyond  this  vale.  “  Peace  to  his  ashes.”  W.  B.  S 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LANCASTER  CITY  AND  COUNTY  MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 


In  presenting  the  report  from  this  county,  we  must  of  necessity 
be  somewhat  brief  in  consequence  of  not  having  had  anything  more 
than  our  usual  course  of  things  since  last  report.  As  far,  as  we 
have  been  able  to  learn,  our  county  has,  as  a  general  thing,  been 
tolerably  healthy  compared  with  other  years.  No  reliable  mortuary 
tables  are  kept  in  the  county.  The  number  of  deaths,  however, 
among  the  aged  has  been  unusually  large  during  the  past  year. 

There  have  been  no  prevalent  diseases  to  any  extent.  Circum¬ 
scribed  epidemics  of  measles,  dysentery,  scarlatina,  and  whooping- 
cough,  to  a  limited  extent,  occurred.  Typhoid  fever  has  had  its  usual 
share  of  victims,  though  with  comparatively  few  exceptions  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  disease  throughout  the  county  has  been  mild. 

There  has  been  a  most  marked  change  in  the  type  or  character  of 
the  disease  as  it  has  existed  in  our  county  for  the  last  year  or  two, 
and  we  are  led  to  believe  that  the  application  is  general  throughout 
the  country.  Instead  of  being  sthenic  and  actually  inflammatory 
and  congestive,  it  is  every  year  assuming  more  and  more  the 
asthenic  form,  and  readily  falls  into  that  nervous  subacute  or  typhoid 
condition,  requiring  great  caution  in  the  use  of  depletory  or  anti¬ 
phlogistic  means  of  treatment,  calling  for  quinine,  iron,  and  stimu¬ 
lants  in  the  early  stages,  which,  with  us,  usually  brings  on  rapid 
recovery. 

New  remedies,  bromide  of  ammonium  and  potassium,  carbolic 
acid,  svapnia,  and  sweet  quinine  have  been  used  to  some  extent,  and 
have  given  pretty  general  satisfaction.  In  my  own  practice,  car¬ 
bolic  acid  one  part  to  sixteen  of  flaxseed  oil  is  a  favorite  and  highly 
prized  dressing  for  fresh  wounds  or  old  indolent  sores. 

I  invariably  use  sweet  quinia  for  children,  and  with  the  most  flat¬ 
tering  results.  We  cannot  close  this  report  without  referring  with 
feelings  of  profound  regret  to  the  memory  of  our  most  worthy  mem¬ 
bers,  Drs.  John  Hearn  and  J.  S.  White,  who,  during  the  last  year, 
were  called  from  our  midst. 

Dr.  John  Ream  was  one  of  our  oldest  and  most  respected 
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physicians  of  the  county,  and  a  valuable  and  efficient  member 
of  our  Society.  His  death  was  as  sudden  as  it  was  unexpected, 
having  made  his  usual  rounds  the  day  before  the  sad  event  oc¬ 
curred,  when  in  a  few  hours  congestion  of  the  lungs  proved  fatal. 
Dr.  J.  S.  White,  though  young  in  years,  was  a  bright  and  rising 
star,  beloved  and  respected  by  all. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LYCOMING  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


This  Societ}*-  has  been  reorganized  under  the  most  favorable 
auspices,  and  bids  fair  to  exert  a  most  salutary  influence  among  the 
members  of  our  profession  within  the  limits  of  our  county. 

In  a  former  paper  the  chairman  of  this  committee  presented  a 
report  upon  the  medical  topography  and  geological  formations  of 
this  section  of  the  State ;  and  in  relation  to  its  hydrography,  it  is 
sufficient  now  to  state  that  it  is  well  watered  and  effectually  drained 
by  the  west  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  as  well  as  the  large  tribu¬ 
tary  streams  which  empty  into  it  on  its  northern  and  southern 
sides. 

These  different  streams  afford  facilities  for  the  establishment  of 
manufactories  of  different  kinds,  among  which  stand  pre-eminent 
those  of  lumber.  This  department  of  industry  in  Lycoming  County 
has  assumed  gigantic  proportions,  and  has  given  an  impetus  to 
wealth  and  population  which  clearly  demonstrates  our  unparalleled 
progress  in  these  important  particulars. 

Abounding,  as  it  does,  in  agricultural  and  mineral  resources,  our 
county  bids  fair  soon  to  rival  some  of  its  neighbors  which  for 
many  years  have  had  the  pre-eminence  over  us  in  these  grand  ele¬ 
ments  of  natural  wealth. 

Within  eight  years  our  population  has  increased  at  the  surprising 
rate  of  289  per  cent.,  and  we  now  number  22,000  people. 

Nor  have  we,  in  the  mean  time,  been  forgetful  of  the  higher 
claims  of  humanity ;  our  schools  and  seminai’ies  of  learning  are  in 
a  flourishing  condition,  and  the  seeds  of  an  elevated  and  correct 
literature  are  sown  broadcast  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  our  county. 

This  all-pervading  principle  has  projected  its  influence  even  into 
the  ranks  of  the  staid  and  hitherto  impassible  members  of  our  pro¬ 
fession,  and  a  new  interest  is  awakened  in  the  success  of  our  enter¬ 
prise.  Upon  this  part  of  our  report  we  cannot  avoid  repeating  the 
remark  of  a  respected  contemporary,  though  residing  in  a  different 
part  of  our  old  Commonwealth — “We  have  in  this  county  a  very 
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hot-bed  of  empiricism ;  quackery  of  every  species  flourishes  here, 
so  that  with  ‘  water  doctors,’  ‘  herb  doctors,’  and  every  other  kind 
of  ‘  doctors,’  in  common  phrase,  we  have  more  than  an  equal  host 
in  point  of  numbers  to  contend  with.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
many  of  our  intelligent  and  influential  citizens  lend  their  aid  and 
give  their  support  to  these  arrant  pretenders.  Ministers  of  the 
gospel  especially,  among  the  more  educated  portion  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  are  prone  to  countenance  and  encourage  medical  heresy.” 

As  an  evidence  of  increased  interest  in  the  elevation  and  welfare 
of  our  profession,  we  may  state  that  the  physicians  of  Williamsport 
have  organized  themselves  into  an  association  to  supply  the  most 
efficient  means  for  cultivating  and  advancing  medical  science.  This 
association  is  called  the  “  Williamsport  Medical  Society,”  and  is 
entirely  independent  of  the  Lycoming  County  Medical  Society. 
Its  meetings  are  well  attended,  while  essays  and  discussions  on 
interesting  medical  subjects  constitute  an  important  portion  of  its 
proceedings. 

The  physicians  of  the  same  city  have,  with  the  approbation  and 
concurrence  of  its  most  prominent  citizens,  established  a  Dispen¬ 
sary  for  the  gratuitous  treatment  of  the  poor.  It  was  opened  in 
February,  1869,  and  during  the  first  quarter  over  400  visits  were 
paid  by  the  Board  of  Physicians,  in  addition  to  the  large  number 
who  received  advice  at  the  rooms  of  the  Dispensary.  The  Board 
consists  of  sis  physicians,  to  each  of  whom  is  allotted  a  distinct 
specialty,  as  follows : — 

1.  Diseases  of  the  throat  and  chest. 

2.  Diseases  of  women  and  children. 

3.  Surgery  and  diseases  of  the  skin. 

4.  Diseases  of  the  nervous  system. 

5.  Diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear. 

6.  Diseases  of  the  abdomen  and  fevers. 

We  anticipate  from  this  institution  the  most  beneficial  results, 
both  to  the  community  at  large  and  to  the  profession. 

In  addition  to  these  evidences  of  advancement,  an  association 
has  recently  been  formed  for  the  study  of  microscopy  in  its  rela¬ 
tion  to  pathology  and  practical  medicine. 

Dr.  Crawford  reports  an  unusual  exemption  from  our  ordinary 
endemic  diseases,  as  well  as  those  common  forms  of  disease — 
enteric  and  typho-malarial  fever.  He  reports,  however,  a  wide¬ 
spread  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever.  Some  features  of  this  latter 
disease  he  deemed  worthy  of  notice :  1st.  The  great  diversity  of 
type — many  cases  being  of  the  most  simple  form,  while  others 
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were  of  the  most  malignant  character.  2d.  The  large  number  of 
dropsical  cases  as  sequelae  to  the  milder  forms  of  the  disease. 

The  contagious  nature  of  the  disease  the  doctor  denies,  and 
bases  his  opinion  on  the  fact  that  one  member  of  the  family  will 
have  the  disease,  while  others  will  be  entirely  exempt ;  and  that  the 
disease  would  prevail  in  one  section  of  the  city  or  country  and 
subside,  again  appearing  in  another  section  quite  remote  from  the 
first,  without  any  direct  communication  between  these  sections ; 
also,  that  a  large  proportion  of  children,  compared  with  the  whole 
population,  were  exempt  from  attack.  He  asks  :  Can  a  disease  so 
distinctly  marked,  one  of  such  uniform  characteristics,  except  in 
type,  emanate  from  more  than  one  cause? 

The  dropsy,  he  thinks,  is  caused  by  the  poison  not  being  properly 
eliminated  from  the  system  during  the  progress  of  the  disease. 

After  the  exhibition  of  purgatives,  he  administered  diuretics, 
diffusible  stimulants,  and  tonics.  He  reports  measles  and  whoop¬ 
ing-cough  as  now  prevalent. 

Dr.  T.  Lyon  reports  a  case  of  imperforate  anus  in  a  child  twenty- 
four  hours  old,  in  which  there  was  a  fistulous  opening  from  the 
bowels  into  the  scrotum,  through  which  the  contents  of  the  bowels 
were  discharged  and  which  he  succeeded  in  relieving  by  the  usual 
operation  and  a  free  incision  through  the  entire  length  of  the 
fistula  until  it  penetrated  the  rectum. 

He  also  reports  a  compound  fracture  of  the  skull  with  spicula  of 
bone  penetrating  the  brain,  attended  with  the  usual  symptoms  of 
compression,  and  after  reaction  was  fully  established,  he  operated 
with  entire  success. 

He  also  reports  two  cases  of  fractured  patella,  in  which  the 
usual  treatment  was  followed  by  complete  recovery.  Scarlet  fever 
of  a  very  malignant  type  prevailed  in  his  practice,  followed  in  many 
cases  by  dropsy ;  his  treatment  has  been  that  usually  employed ; 
as  a  local  application  he  places  great  confidence  in  a  solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver,  10  grs.  to  f^j  of  water. 

Dr.  Detwiler  reports  the  usual  diseases  incident  to  the  practice 
of  medicine  with  exceptional  cases  of  trichina  poisoning. 

The  symptoms  were  nausea,  vomiting,  headache,  and  muscular 
pain  with  swelling  of  the  extremities.  He  was  not  able  to  assign  a 
cause  for  these  symptoms,  until  pork  was  suggested.  One  member 
of  the  family  not  having  eaten  of  the  pork,  presented  none  of  the 
above  symptoms,  while  those  who  had  eaten  of  it  were  affected  with 
those  symptoms  in  proportion  to  the  amount  used. 

Microscopic  examination  of  the  pork  showed  trichina  in  great 
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numbers.  His  treatment  was  emetics  and  cathartics,  followed  by 
anodynes ;  all  his  cases  recovered. 

Dr.  Hull  reports  scarlet  fever  as  prevailing  to  an  unusual  extent, 
also  many  cases  of  scarlatina-dropsy,  with  nothing  special  as  to 
treatment. 

Dr.  Pollock  has  met  with  the  usual  amount  of  disease  during  the 
past  year,  in  the  forms  of  scarlet  fever,  measles,  hooping-cough, 
typhoid  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  with  some  cases  of  remittent  and 
intermittent  fever,  and  although  he  has  met  with  some  cases  of  these 
fevers  on  high  ground,  and  in  localities  from  the  river  and  canal, 
yet  they  all  exhibited  the  distinct  features  of  their  malarial  paternity. 

In  the  treatment  of  hooping-cough,  Dr.  P.  says  that  his  partner, 
Dr.  James  P.  McYicker,  has  derived  the  most  signal  advantage  from 
the  exhibition  of  the  fluid  extract  of  cimicifuga,  in  doses  suited  to 
the  age  of  the  child,  and  repeated  every  three  hours  ;  and  the  same 
gentleman  has  prescribed  the  bromide  of  potassium  in  the  eclampsia 
of  children  with  the  most  satisfactory  results. 

Dr.  P.  also  reports  the  case  of  a  lady  from  a  remote  county  of  the 
State  who  consulted  him  respecting  a  most  offensive,  long-continued 
vaginal  discharge,  which  debarred  her  from  society,  and  rendered 
her  disagreeable  to  herself  and  disgusting  to  her  friends. 

Upon  examination,  he  discovei’ed,  deeply  imbedded  in  the  folds 
of  the  vagina,  a  foreign  substance,  which,  with  some  difficulty,  he 
successfully  removed.  It  proved  to  be  an  old  gum-elastic  pessary 
which  two  years  previously  had  been  introduced  by  her  physician, 
and  had  been  forgotten  by  both  during  that  loug  period.  Its 
removal  restored  her  to  the  society  of  her  friends,  and  she  returned 
to  her  home  much  elated  at  her  recovery  and  her  escape  from  her 
loathsome  condition. 

A  brief  summary  of  another  case,  from  the  same  physician,  may 
not  be  out  of  place  here.  Dr.  P.  reports  it  as  a  well-marked  case  of 
spinal  arthro chondritis. 

Jay  W.,  five  years  old,  both  parents  living  and  healthy,  began 
in  the  winter  of  1867  to  complain  of  pain  in  the  ,  bowels,  stomach, 
and  right  side,  gastralgic  in  its  character  and  recurring  at  stated 
intervals.  This  wras  attended  with  some  unsteadiness  in  his  gait 
in  the  winter  of  1868 ;  there  was  now  noticed  some  projection  in  the 
lower  dorsal  vertebrae,  which  projection  gradually  increased  until  it 
formed  a  well-marked  rigid  curve,  together  with  all  the  other  symp¬ 
toms  so  graphically  described  by  Dr.  Lee  in  his  essay  published  in 
the  Transactions  of  last  j’ear. 

"With  a  clear  understanding  of  the  case,  he  prescribed  accordingly 
and  in  due  time  sent  him  to  Prof.  Gross,  of  Philadelphia,  with  a 
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request  to  procure  for  him  such  mechanical  support  as  he  might 
deem  proper.  And  he  is  now  glad  to  say  that  the  means  used  for 
the  removal  of  this  distressing  deformity  bid  fair  to  be  rewarded 
with  abundant  success. 

S.  POLLOCK,  Chairman. 

W.  R  HULL, 

W.  H.  H.  MILLER, 
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There  has  been  no  increased  prevalence  of  disease  in  any  part 
of  our  county  during  the  past  year.  Each  season  brought  with  it 
its  peculiar  maladies,  aud  the  treatment  was  marked  by  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  knowledge.  A  few  years  since,  tartar  emetic,  jalap, 
calomel,  and  nitrate  of  potassa  filled  the  pocket-case,  now  supplied 
with  the  bromides,  sulphites,  carbolic  acid,  glycerine,  and  chlorate  of 
potassa.  A  few  years  since  cathartic  pills  and  the  lancet  did  daily 
work,  now  we  discard  them  almost  as  universally  as  did  the  Eclec¬ 
tics  a  few  years  since,  when  we  quarrelled  with  them  for  upbraiding 
us  for  using  them.  But  even  in  our  Society  we  are  not  all  of  the 
same  opinion  in  relation  to  remedies;  and  this  difference  of  opinion 
leads  to  many  a  discussion,  in  which  we  hope  advancement  in  know¬ 
ledge  results  to  all.  One  believes  that  it  is  extremely  useful  in  the 
treatment  of  rheumatism  to  rub  the  affected  parts  with  some  lini¬ 
ment  and  have  them  wrapped  in  flannel,  and  he  narrates  several  cases 
to  show  the  good  effects,  and  that  the}T  were  cured  in  a  few  weeks: 
he  is  met  at  once  by  the  advocate  for  cold  water  applied  to  the 
rheumatic  joints,  who  shows  the  immediate  relief  produced,  its  effi¬ 
ciency  in  preventing  “internal  complications,”  and  in  producing 
cure  iu  as  many  days  as  the  other  had  in  months ;  and  so  we  go 
through  the  list  of  diseases,  scattering  old  traditions,  making  new 
applications  of  old  remedies,  or  introducing  new  ones,  dispelling 
fears  of  “  striking  in,”  and  “  ftying  to  the  heart,”  and  encouraging 
each  other  to  listen  to  Nature,  and  to  obey  her  teachings.  As  we 
have  no  epidemics  to  speak  of,  no  bad  surgical  cases  to  narrate,  no 
anomalous  ones  to  record,  no  extraordinary  cures  to  mention,  we 
hope  to  be  excused  for  occupying  time  with  a  subject  already 
alluded  to  several  times  in  our  reports. 

In  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  for  January  2,  1869,  there 
is  a  synopsis  of  a  discussion  “  On  the  Abandonment  of  the  Binder 
as  an  Application  to  Parturient  Women,”  by  the  members  of  the 
Harford  County  Medical  Societ3r,  of  Maryland,  in  which  Dr.  For- 
wood  said  he  had  recently  read  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  a  report  from  the  Montgomery 
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County  Society, in  which  it  was  remarked,  that  “the  abandonment  of 
the  bandage  in  parturient  women  rapidly  gains  favor  with  the  pro¬ 
fession  in  our  Society.”  “And,”  he  adds,  “  this  brief  sentence  com¬ 
prises  all  that  is  said  in  the  report  quoted,  and  leaves  us  as  much 
in  the  dark  as  before ;  and  though  he  had  noticed  one  or  two  arti¬ 
cles  on  the  subject  within  the  past  year,  he  believed  the  literature 
on  the  subject  was  extremely  limited.”  Dr.  Forwood  is  too  careful 
an  observer  to  have  forgotten  what  has  appeared  in  the  Transac¬ 
tions  during  several  years,  if  he  had  seen  them :  we  may  therefore 
justly  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that,  in  the  Transactions  for  1863, 
in  an  article  entitled  “Midwifery  in  the  Country,”  Dr.  Hiram  Cor¬ 
son  at  pages  246-1  devotes  nearly  a  page  to  the  subject.  He  had 
dispensed  with  its  use  several  years  before  that  time,  and  his 
brother,  Dr.  William  Corson,  had  preceded  him  in  the  practice  for 
several  years.  Again,  in  1864,  Dr.  William  Corson,  Dr.  Shoemaker, 
and  Dr.  J.  K.  Reid  give  testimony  on  the  subject.  It  is  again 
alluded  to  briefly  in  1866.  In  1861,  at  page  251),  the  subject  is 
again  noticed  by  Drs.  I.  N.  Evans,  J.  K.  Reid,  A.  Stokes  Jones,  and 
Hiram  Corson,  and  on  page  261  by  Dr.  W.  Corson.  In  1868,  we 
have  only  the  brief  reference  to  the  subject  already  quoted  by  Dr. 
Forwood.  It  is  not  a  little  amusing  to  us,  who  have  so  long  since 
abandoned  the  use  of  the  binder,  to  read  the  opinions  not  only  of 
some  of  the  members  of  the  Harford  Medical  Society,  but  of  various 
writers  in  medical  journals.  Its  unquestioned  use  for  so  long  a 
time,  its  recommendation  by  professors  of  midwifery,  the  fear  of 
hemorrhage  “if  the  patient  should  turn  on  her  side,”  the  necessity 
for  pressure  on  the  bloodvessels  by  the  bandage,  are  all  dwelt  on  as 
reasons  why  it  would  be  unsafe  to  abandon  it.  It  may  be  well  for 
us  therefore  to  allay  those  groundless  fears  by  informing  them  that, 
despite  ancient  customs,  despite  the  stereotyped  lectures  of  learned 
professors,  despite  the  fears  of  experienced  practitioners  that  weak¬ 
ness  and  hemorrhage  will  certainly  come,  despite  the  horrible  dread 
that  pot-bellies  will  result,  Dr.  William  Corson,  the  originator  of 
the  improved  practice  in  this  country,  so  far  as  we  know,  has  dis¬ 
pensed  with  its  use  during  the  last  fifteen  years  in  from  1500  to 
2000  cases;  Dr.  John  K.  Reid,  since  1862,  in  at  least  1000  cases; 
Dr.  Hiram  Corson,  in  the  last  ten  years,  in  several  hundred  cases ; 
Drs.  Evans,  Robinson,  Shoemaker,  Schrack,  Jones,  Stiles,  and  E. 
M.  Corson,  in  hundreds  of  cases,  without  a  single  bad  result,  and 
with  so  much  satisfaction  to  the  patients  that  they  are  often  most 
earnest  in  their  praise  of  the  improved  practice.  Dr.  Forwood 
himself  made  some  very  just  remarks  on  the  subject  of  parturition 
being  a  natural  process  in  the  human  female  as  well  as  in  the  lower 
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animals,  and  that,  if  in  the  one,  so  in  the  other,  it  could  be  com¬ 
pleted  without  the  interposition  of  artificial  support.  He  also 
instanced  the  habits  of  the  Indian  and  African  women,  who  did 
well  without  such  an  appliance.  We  will  not  make  much  attempt 
to  disprove  its  necessity.  It  is  one  of  those  trivial  customs,  which 
teachers  of  midwifery  spend  hours  in  teaching  to  students,  and 
which  is  magnified  into  as  important  a  matter  as  delivery  by  the 
forceps.  We  kuow  several  doctors  who  say  they  alwaj^s  apply  the 
bandage  and  “  shift”  the  woman  themselves.  A  pretty  business 
for  a  learned  doctor  to  be  putting  the  “  shift”  on  a  sick  woman, 
when  her  mother,  and  aunts,  and  friends,  a  thousand  times  more 
competent,  are  at  hand.  Thank  Heaven!  we  hope  that  class  of 
doctors  will  not  increase. 

If  in  quadrupeds,  with  belly  so  situated  that  the  whole  weight  of 
the  contained  organs  and  fluids  or  contents  has  to  be  borne  by  the 
abdominal  muscles,  they  can  do  without  artificial  support,  why  shall 
it  be  necessary  in  woman,  who,  after  delivery,  lies  on  her  back,  or 
side,  with  no  distension  of  the  belly  from  the  soft  viscera,  and  with 
the  abdominal  muscles  free  to  perfect  their  contraction  upon  the 
empty  and  shrunken  womb ?  Why  shall  you  apply  a  bandage? 
To  support  the  belly  ?  It  needs  no  suppoi’t.  There  is  nothing  dis¬ 
tending  it.  If  you  had  applied  the  bandage  before  delivery,  during 
the  last  months  of  pregnancy,  when  they  were  stretched  to  their 
utmost  capacity,  there  would  have  been  some  show  of  reason  for  it. 
But  now,  when  they  are  relieved  of  their  elongation,  so  gradually  ef¬ 
fected,  have  they  not  a  full  chance  to  shorten  themselves  ?  Can  they 
fail  to  do  it?  We  never  knew  such  a  case.  Will  a  bandage  tightly 
applied  strengthen  the  muscles?  Is  that  the  history  of  binding  up 
muscles?  In  the  report  for  1864,  Dr.  W.  Corson  saj's:  “It  is  not 
only  useless  but  positively  injurious,  subjecting  the  patient,  even 
when  properly  applied,  to  positive  discomfort,  if  not  permanent 
disability. .  Dr.  J.  K.  Reid,  in  the  same  report,  said:  “At  the  sug¬ 
gestion  of  Dr.  W.  Corson,  I  dispensed  with  the  bandage  in  puerperal 
cases,  and  I  now  state  that  the  use  of  it  is  in  my  opinion  quite  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  patient.”  In  1861,  Dr.  Wm.  Corson  writes:  “It  be¬ 
littles  the  phj’sician  who  practises  it,  indicating  either  ignorance  of 
mechanical  and  physiological  laws,  or  moral  cowardice  in  view  of 
the  innovation.  And  in  the  same  paper  Dr.  Reid  says:  “Every 
year  more  and  more  confirms  my  belief  that  it  is  never  useful,  and 
often  very  injurious  and  hurtful  to  the  patient.  In  one  case  great 
mischief  and  suffering  were  produced  by  it.”  Dr.  Jones  “could 
see  no  reason  for  its  use;”  and  Dr.  H.  Corson  states  “that  many 
ladies  have  expressed  great  gratification  that  they  were  saved  from 
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its  use.”  Others  of  our  Society  give  similar  testimony.  Dr.  nays, 
of  the  Harford  County  Society,  during  their  discussion,  said  “he 
was  satisfied  that  prolapsus  of  the  uterus  had  been  produced  by  the 
mal-application  of  the  bandage,  and  mentioned  the  case  of  a  patient 
who  had  suffered  from  prolapsus  after  each  of  several  previous  con¬ 
finements  in  which  she  had  worn  a  bandage.  In  a  subsequent  case, 
by  omitting  its  use  and  lying  in  bed  a  week  longer,  she  was  com¬ 
pletely  cured.  In  the  Transactions  for  1863,  Dr.  H.  Corson  gives 
a  well-authenticated  case  in  which  a  physician  in  one  of  our  cities 
came  daily  for  eighteen  days  to  tighten  the  bandage.  Afterwards, 
on  rising,  she  found  herself  with  an  aggravated  case  of  prolapsus 
uteri.  Nor  was  this  all.  So  uncomfortable  was  she  from  the  ban. 
dage,  she  trembled  at  the  sight  of  the  doctor  as  he  renewed  his 
visits.  We  ought  not  to  close  this  article  on  the  use  of  the  bandage 
without  saying  that  though  many  physicians  are  quite  startled  to 
hear  that  some  of  us  dispense  with  its  use,  the  celebrated  Madame 
Boivin  more  than  twenty  years  ago  had  attended  thousands  of  ob¬ 
stetrical  cases  without  once  using  it,  and  without  losing  a  single 
case  from  hemorrhage. 

Ligation  of  the  Funis. — The  subject  of  cutting  the  cord  without 
first  tying  it  was  also  brought  before  the  Harford  County  Medical 
Society  by  Dr.  Forwood  at  its  January  meeting,  by  reading  an  ex¬ 
tract  from  the  report  of  our  Society  on  that  subject,  and  while  he 
expressed  regret  that  names  and  details  were  not  given,  he  hoped 
that  we  would  supply  the  omission  at  some  future  day.  We  may, 
therefore,  be  excused  for  some  remarks  on  the  subject.  Tying  the 
cord  has  been  taught  and  practised  so  long  without  a  word  of  dis¬ 
sent  that  we  can  realize  with  Dr.  King,  “the  amount  of  moral 
courage  required  by  one  who  would  attempt  to  shake  the  foundation 
of  such  an  ancient  and  universal  practice.”  But  the  discussion  of 
this  question  is  not  new.  In  Burns'  Midwifery ,  edited  by  Prof. 
James,  and  published  in  1823,  Dr.  Burns  says:  “The  necessity  of 
applying  a  ligature  has  been  denied  by  different  practitioners,”  and 
Prof.  James,  in  afoot-note,  sa3rs:  “Dr.  Denman,  from  observing 
that  some  children,  after  they  had  begun  to  breathe,  had  respiration 
checked,  and  had  died  after  the  cord  was  tied,  advised  that  the 
ligature  should  never  be  applied  until  the  pulsation  ceased.”  And 
long  before  that  time,  even  more  than  a  ceqtury  before,  we  are 
informed  by  Beck  that  J.  Fontani,  Professor  of  Anatomy  at  Turin, 
said  the  precaution  was  useless,  and  the  neglect  of  it  unattended 
with  any  danger  to  the  life  of  the  child.  And  after  that  time,  Al¬ 
berti,  in  1731,  Schultius,  in  1733,  and  Kaltsmidt,  Professors  in  Uni¬ 
versities  of  Halle  and  Jena,  advocated  the  same  opinion. 
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In  1867,  Dr.  King,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  published  an  essay  on 
Ligation  of  the  Funis,  which,  in  1868,  was  reviewed  in  an  address 
by  Dr.  J.  F.  Hibberd  before  the  Medical  Societj' of  Wa}'ne  County, 
Ohiq,  in  which  he  measurably  indorsed  the  following  conclusions  of 
Dr.  King. 

First.  Ligation  of  the  cord  in  the  human  infant  is  unnecessary. 

Second.  It  is  in  many  cases  injurious. 

Third.  That  certainly  in  some,  and  probably  not  a  few,  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  ligating  the  funis  has  been  directly  fatal. 

These  conclusions  are  supported  by  twelve  reasons  given  by  Dr. 
King,  which  are  too  long  to  repeat  here,  but  which  may  be  summed 
up  in  few  words,  thus : — 

It  is  not  necessary  in  other  animals. 

It  is  a  cause  of  secondary  hemorrhage. 

It  interferes  with  the  desiccation  of  the  cord,  and  gives  rise  to 
ulceration  of  navel,  erysipelas,  etc.,  very  frequently.  In  support  of 
his  second  conclusion,  viz.,  that  tj’ing  the  cord  is  in  many  cases  in¬ 
jurious,  he  gives  five  reasons,  which  are  but  a  reiteration  of  each 
other,  and  are  all  comprised  in  the  following:  “Because  by  prevent¬ 
ing  a  normal  escape  of  blood  when  the  cord  is  divided,  causing 
hepatic  hjTpersemia  and  congestion  of  the  portal  circulation,  it  lays 
the  foundation  for  that  innumerable  list  of  infantile  diseases  which 
originate  in  congestion  of  the  portal  circulation.”  And,  “because 
by  preventing  the  flow  of  blood  which  should  naturally  take  place 
from  the  umbilical  vein,  congestion  of  the  liver  is  produced.” 

Analyzed,  this  means  that  after  the  birth  of  the  child  there  is 
naturally  a  flow  of  blood  outwards  from  the  body  of  the  child  by 
the  umbilical  vein,  and  if  you  tie  the  cord  while  it  is  still  pulsating 
you  will  stop  this  outward  flow  and  the  arrested  blood  will  produce 
congestion  of  the  portal  circulation.  In  other  words,  if  you  tie  the 
pulsating  cord,  congestion  of  the  liver  will  result,  because  the  blood 
is  thus  prevented  from  flowing  out  of  the  child’s  body  by  the  um¬ 
bilical  vein.  Why,  this  is  simply  absurd !  The  blood  has  no 
natural  flow  from  the  child  by  the  way  of  the  umbilical  vein,  but 
always  to  the  child,  and  in  a  moment  after  the  cord  is  tied  the 
blood  which  is  in  the  vein  between  the  string  and  the  liver, 
passes  on  to  the  liver  and  vena  cava,  and  the  vein  is  left  empty, 
while  the  blood  in’  the  cord  beyond  the  string  is  prevented  from 
coming  to  the  child  at  all.  How,  then,  is  it  to  congest  the  liver? 
I  can  readily  believe  that  it  may  be  harmful  to  tie  the  cord,  but  not 
for  the  reason  given  by  Dr.  King.  The  sudden  unnatural  stoppage 
of  it,  in  the  arteries,  might  have  a  bad  effect,  and  I  believe  often 
has  had ;  but  is  it  any  worse  to  tie  the  cord  while  it  is  still  pulsat- 
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mg,  than  it  is  to  cut  it  off  under  the  same  condition  ?  They  are 
both  wrong.  Let  us  examine  both  modes  of  interference.  The 
child  is  just  born  ;  the  doctor  calls  for  a  string,  and  firmly  ties  the 
cord  about  two  inches  from  the  umbilicus,  and  suddenly  the  strong, 
rapid  pulsation-  along  the  two  or  three  feet  of  cord,  all  the  way  to 
the  placenta,  is  stopped ;  the  blood  in  both  the  arteries  of  the  cord, 
in  the  arteries  that  ramify  all  over  the  placenta,  and  in  the  umbili- 
vein,  amounting  to  ounces,  is  at  once  cut  off  from  the  child,  and 
when  the  cord  is  cut,  instead  of  being  tied,  some  blood,  often  not 
less  than  an  ounce  or  more,  escapes  from  the  foetal  end  of  the  cut 
cord ;  so  in  either  case  the  child  will  have  lost  ounces  of  blood, 
which  it  should  not  have  lost ;  for  if  the  cord  had  not  been  cut  nor 
tied,  but  mother  and  child  left  alone,  as  is  often  the  case  when  the 
doctor  fails  to  come  in  time,  all  the  blood  circulating  in  the  vessels 
of  the  cord  and  in  the  large  vessels  of  the  placenta  would  have 
gradually  retired  within  the  body  of  the  child,  to  whom  it  belonged 
— not  a  drop  of  it  belonged  to  the  mothex*.  Now,  if  you  cut  the 
cord  after  it  has  ceased  to  pulsate,  no  blood — not  a  di'op — will  issue 
from  the  cut  ends  ;  it  has  all  gone  into  the  bod}'  of  the  child.  But  if 
the  cox’d  has  been  tied,  or  cut  without  tying,  aixd  the  blood  left  to  flow, 
the  child  wrnuld  have  lost  it.  IIow  do  the  opponents  of  venesection 
justify  themselves  for  this  inordinate  waste  of  the  child’s  blood — 
for  it  is  inordinate — two,  tlmee,  or  four  ounces  of  blood  taken  from 
a  child  only  a  minute  old.  But  you  say  there  is  not  so  much,  not 
half  so  much.  Try  your  next  case ;  tie  the  cord  quickly,  then  cut 
it  off  and  let  the  blood  fi’om  the  placental  end  be  caught  in  a  bowl, 
and  you  will  be.  astonished  to  see  the  quantity,  if  you  have  never 
tried  the  experiment  before.  And  when  the  coi'd  is  cut  without 
being  previously  tied  still  more  is  lost,  for  fi'equently  as  much  is 
lost  from  the  foetal  end  as  from  the  maternal  end.  But,  says  Dr. 
King,  the  blood  should  naturally  flow  from  the  umbilical  vein  to 
prevent  congestion  of  the  liver ;  in  other  words,  the  cord  should  be 
quickly  cut,  so  that  the  blood  contained  in  its  vessels  and  in  the 
placenta  may  be  spilled  on  the  bed,  so  as  not  to  get  into  the  child’s 
body  to  congest  the  poi'tal  cii’culation.  How  erroneous  this  l'eason- 
ing  is  all  can  see. 

Having  thus  noticed  what  has  l'ecently  been  written  on  this  sub¬ 
ject,  we  may  report  what  has  been  done  by  the  membei’s  of  our 
Society.  It  was  first  practised  here  by  Dr.  Jno.  K.  Reid  in  the 
latter  pai’t  of  1861  or  early  part  of  1868,  since  which  time  he  has 
left  rnoi’e  than  one  hundred  cases  without  tying.  He  does  not 
practise  it  in  evei’y  case ;  if  in  a  hurry,  or  if  the  child  be  weak,  he 
ties  the  cord,  in  some  cases  even  where  they  had  been  cut  a  quarter 
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or  half  hour ;  if  oozing  existed,  he  secured  them  before  leaving. 
He  is  not  yet  ready  to  report  on  the  subject,  but  will  continue  to 
practise  it  and  make  observations.  Dr.  A.  Stokes  Jones  practised 
it  boldly,  cut  the  cord  directly  on  the  birth  of  the  child,  and  though 
the  blood  sometimes  spirted  several  feet,  he  says  it  quickly  ceased 
and  no  bad  results  followed.  But  he  too  was  sometimes  afraid  to 
leave  quickly  without  tying  the  cord,  as  a  precautionary  measure. 
Dr.  W.  Corson  has  practised  it,  but  cannot  see  any  practical  advan¬ 
tage  in  it,  if  done  before  pulsation  ceased.  Others  of  our  members 
have  done  it  in  a  few  cases  with  fear  and  trembling,  but  are  now 
content  with  the  old  way.  Dr.  Hiram  Corson  has  practised  it 
occasionally  for  the  past  two  years,  and  made  some  observations 
which  show  that  the  pulsation  will  cease  in  the  cord  near  to  the  pla¬ 
centa  in  from  two  to  five  minutes,  and  near  to  the  child  in  from 
seven  to  ten  minutes ;  but  in  other  cases,  not  a  few,  it  will  be  much 
longer,  even  though  the  placenta  have  been  thrown  off  from  the 
womb.  In  one  case  the  pulsation  continued  energetically  for  more 
than  an  hour  near  to  the  placenta,  and  at  eight  inches  from  the 
child  it  was  still  pulsating  one  hour  and  three-quarters  after  the 
child  was  born,  though  the  placenta  was  removed  from  the  mother 
by  the  uterine  contraction  in  about  fifteen  minutes  after  the  birth ; 
not  beiug  able  to  wait  longer,  the  cord  was  then  tied.  It  would  be 
interesting  to  know  what  would  have  resulted  from  cutting  that 
cord  soon  after  the  child  was  delivered,  without  ligating  it ;  surely 
much  blood  would  have  been  lost ;  indeed,  the  probability  is  that 
the  child  would  soon  have  bled  to  death,  for  it  does  not  appear 
from  anything  yet  observed  that  the  contraction  of  the  orifice  at 
the  umbilicus  takes  place  sooner  or  more  perfectly  after  cutting 
than  if  left  to  nature. 

It  is  interesting  to  watch  the  subsidence  of  the  circulation,  or  of 
the  pulsation  in  the  cord.  For  a  very  short  time  the  pulsation  may 
be  felt  stronglj'  up  to  the  placenta ;  but  in  a  few  minutes  it  cannot 
be  felt  near  to  the  after-birth,  and  the  cord  is  collapsed  in  its  size, 
and  is  pale  and  flaccid.  This  condition  gradually  extends  towards 
the  navel,  until  the  thick  tortuous  cord  has  shrunk  to  a  small, 
white,  flaccid  string.  And  here  let  us  note  what  has  been  going  on. 
When  the  pulsation  could  not  be  felt  in  the  few  inches  of  the  cord 
next  to  the  placenta,  of  course  there  was  no  circulation  of  blood 
from  the  arteries  of  the  cord  to  the  umbilical  vein ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  blood  of  the  umbilical  vein  had  pursued  its  way  to  the  liver  and 
vena  cava  of  the  child,  and  the  vein  is  now  empty,  while  the  arteries 
are  filled  with  blood  up  to  the  point  where  pulsation  has  ceased; 
but  the  blood  that  fills  the  arteries  is  not  circulating,  it  is  only  the 
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impulse  of  the  heart’s  heat  felt  in  the  column  of  blood  in  the  ves¬ 
sels.  The  work  of  those  arteries  outside  of  the  child’s  body  is  over; 
they  are  now  but  passive  tubes  into  which  the  force  of  the  child’s 
heart  is  sending  an  impulse,  while  the  column  of  the  blood  within 
its  arteries  is,  from  the  new  circulation  which  has  been  set  up  in 
the  lungs,  gradually  shortening,  until  finally  it  sinks  within  the  um¬ 
bilicus.  Thus  a  natural  contraction  of  the  cord  has  taken  place; 
all  the  blood  circulating  a  few  minutes  since  in  the  cord  and  pla¬ 
centa,  which,  belongs  to  the  child ,  and  is  part  of  its  needful  quantity, 
has  returned  into  its  body,  to  be  thrown  to  its  lungs  instead  of  to 
the  placenta.  Look  at  the  cord  now!  it  is  white,  flaccid,  and  not 
half  so  large  as  when  the  blood  was  in  it ;  slit  it  up,  and  you  will 
not  find  a  drop  of  blood  in  it  all  the  way  up  to  the  placenta.  The 
placenta  itself  is  much  smaller,  much  more  easily  delivered  than 
if  we  had  tied  the  cord  in  two  places  and  cut  between  them,  for 
the  sake  of  cleanliness,  as  has  been  taught  and  practised  for  years. 
Why,  then,  when  nature  is  so  competent  to  do  her  work,  and  does 
it  so  well  and  so  quickly,  shall  we  interfere  with  her,  prevent  the 
due  contraction  of  the  cord,  and  cut  off  several  ounces  of  blood 
necessary  for  the  child,  by  tying  the  cord  ?  or  equalty  by  cutting 
the  cord  without  tying,  before  the  pulsation  in  it  has  ceased,  spilling 
several  ounces  of  its  blood  and  preventing  the  natural  contraction 
of  the  cord,  thus  run  a  risk  of  hemorrhage  after  we  have  left  our 
patient?  I  am  glad  that  Dr.  King  and  others  have  recalled  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  subject,  for  while  I  can  see  nothing  to  be  gained  by 
cutting  the  cord  without  tying  it,  before  pulsation  has  ceased,  but 
can  see  an  unnecessary  waste  of  the  child’s  blood  in  doing  so,  I 
see  no  advantage,  but  a  like  disadvantage,  in  tying  it,  as  is  usually 
done,  while  it  is  still  pulsating.  There  are  occasional  cases,  like 
the  one  above  mentioned,  in  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  tie  it 
to  save  time;  but  in  nearly  all  cases  a  few  minutes’  delay  after  the 
birth  of  the  child  would  relieve  the  gorged  vessels  of  the  cord  and 
placenta,  the  proper  natural  contraction  of  the  cord  would  take 
place  at  the  umbilicus,  and  nature  would  so  perfect  her  work  that 
no  subsequent  bleeding  would  take  place,  and  no  opening  be  left 
for  an  umbilical  hernia.  The  womb,  too,  would  have  time  to  rest 
and  prepare  itself  for  the  removal  of  the  placenta,  instead  of  having 
it  quickly  and  unceremoniously  dragged  away  in  accordance  with 
the  instruction  of  those  teachers  of  midwifery  who  are  always  afraid 
that  flooding  will  take  place  if  the  after-birth  be  not  quickly  re¬ 
moved,  and  who  have  no  means  of  arresting  it,  if  it  should  occur, 
but  by  carrying  a  half  lemon  up  into  the  womb  and  squirting  the 
juice  over  the  bloody  concavity,  and  who  are  free  to  say  that  those 
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who  do  not  tie  the  cord  nor  bandage  the  woman  are  crazy.  When 
are  we  to  be  done  with  such  teachers?  From  what  we  have  written, 
the  conclusions  are  plain  that  if  the  child  be  allowed  to  lie  until  the 
cord  cease  to  pulsate  before  it  is  cut,  no  bleeding  will  take  place ; 
that  such  delay  should  generally  be  allowed  ;  that  bjr  so  doing  all 
the  blood  has  been  drawn  from  the  cord  and  large  vessels  of  the 
placenta.  It  has  not  been  spilled,  nor  arrested  by  the  cord,  but 
allowed  to  go  into  the  body  of  the  child,  where  it  belongs,  and 
where  it  is  needed  to  supply  the  lungs.  The  placenta,  lessened  in 
size,  will  then  be  readily  cast  off,  and  if  the  mother  be  allowed  to 
lie  still,  and  not  be  tossed  about  to  have  the  bandage  applied,  all 
will  be  well.  We  have  greatly  erred  in  interfering  too  much  with 
nature.  Hereafter  let  us  wait  upon  her,  and  only  offer  our  aid 
when  she  caunot  properly  carry  on  her  work. 

Op  Washing  the  Infant. — During  the  past  year  Dr.  J.  K.  Reid 
introduced  another  new  practice  into  the  lying-in  room.  Instead 
of  having  the  child  washed,  as  is  so  universally  the  custom,  he  has 
it  greased  all  over  with  warm  lard  and  laid  in  a  blanket  for  a  few 
minutes,  then  carefully  rubbed  by  a  soft  flannel,  which  soon  cleans 
it  completely.  This  greasing  and  subsequent  cleansing  is  agreeable 
to  the  child.  It  is  not  exposed  to  cold  as  it  too  often  is  in  being 
washed.  Many  a  time  have  we  seen  a  small,  feeble  child  shivering 
with  cold  long  before  the  nurse  was  done  washing  it,  and  many  a 
child  has  lost  its  life  by  the  exposure  and  fatigue  induced  by  its 
first  washing.  We  highly  approve  of  Dr.  Reid’s  plan.  He  has 
already  tried  it  in  a  great  many  cases,  and  we  are  following  his 
example  whenever  we  have  opportunity. 

Ice  in  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. — Of  these  diseases  we 
have  had  but  few  cases,  but  we  cannot  omit  calling  attention  to  the 
importance  of  ice  externally  and  internally  in  their  treatment.  So 
much  superior  is  it  to  all  other  remedies  in  its  efficiency,  in  the 
comfort  which  it  brings  to  the  child,  in  the  diminished  labor  to  the 
nurse,  and  in  the  fact  that  sequel®  seldom  follow,  that  we  are 
anxious  that  all  shall  avail  themselves  of  that  valuable  but  much 
dreaded  means  of  cure.  To  those  who  would  desire  to  use  it  we 
can  only  refer  them  to  our  report  for  1864 — our  subsequent  expe¬ 
rience  confirms  most  fully  all  the  praise  there  awarded  to  that  mode 
of  treatment. 

Meteorological  observations  made  at  Plymouth  Meeting,  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  Pa.,  for  the  year  ending  May  31,  1869,  by  Marcus 
H.  Corson,  Junior  Member  of  the  Montgomery  County  Medical 
Society. 
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June, 

No.  of  clear  days  .  .  .17 

“  cloudy  days  .  .  .13 

“  days  on  which  it  rained  .  13 

Max.  of  thermometer  88°  on  20tli. 

Min.  “  “  54°  on  4th  &  5th. 

July, 

No.  of  clear  days  .  .  .22 

“  cloudy  days  ...  9 

“  days  on  which  it  rained  .  11 

Max.  of  thermometer  95°  on  14th. 

Min.  “  “  680  0n  28th  &  29th. 

Remarkably  hot  weather  prevailed  thr 
The  thermometer  rose  to  90°,  and  highe 


1868. 

Max.  of  barometer  30.27  in.  on  4th. 
Min.  “  “  29.67  in.  on  20th. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  29.982  in. 
Mean  temperature  of  the  month  68°. 8. 

1868. 

Max.  of  barom.  30.18  in.  on  1st  &  2d. 
Min.  “  “  29.69  in.  on  25th. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  29.970  in. 
Mean  temperature  of  the  mouth  780.3- 

mghout  a  greater  portion  of  the  month, 
r,  on  eight  days  of  the  month. 


August,  1868. 


No.  of  clear  days  .  .  .14 

“  cloudy  days  .  .  .17 

“  days  on  which  it  rained  .  12 

Max.  of  thermometer  8S°  on  30th. 
Min.  “•  “  60°  on  13th  &  17th. 


Max.  of  barometer  30.27  in.  on  28th. 
Min.  of  “  29.61  in.  on  1st. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  29.999  in. 
Mean  temperature  of  the  month  73°.  7 


September,  1868. 


No.  of  clear  days  .  .  .15 

“  cloudy  days  .  .  .15 

“  days  on  which  it  rained  .  14 

Max.  of  thermometer  86°  on  12th. 

Min.  “  “  420  on  18th  &  19th. 

Tire  first  frost  of  the  season  occurred 


Max.  of  barometer  30.43  in.  on  19th. 
Min.  “  “  29.75  in.  on  25tli. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  30.026  in. 

“  temperature  of  the  month  650.05. 

on  the  18th. 


October,  1868. 


No.  of  clear  days  .  .  .14 

“  cloudy  days  .  .  .17 

“  days  on  which  it  rained  .  12 

“  “  “  “  snowed  .  1 

Max.  of  thermometer  70°  on  11th. 


Min.  of  thermometer  29°  on  24th. 
Max.  of  barometer  30.50  in.  on  30th. 
Min.  “  “  29.68  in.  on  5th. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  30.095  in. 
“  temperature  of  the  month  51°. 06. 


The  first  snow  of  the  season  fell  on  the  17th. 


November.  1868. 


No.  of  clear  days  .  .  .13 

“  cloudy  days  .  .  .17 

“  days  on  which  it  rained  .  9 

“  “  “  “  snowed  .  3 

Max.  of  thermometer  71°  on  10th. 


Min.  of  therm.  27°  on  13th  and  28th. 
Max.  of  barometer  30.36  in.  on  13th. 
Min.  “  “  29.40  in.  on  30th. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  29.978  in. 

“  temperature  of  the  mouth  420.88. 
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December.  1868. 


No.  of  clear  days  .  .  .11 

“  cloudy  days  .  .  .20 

“  days  on  which  it  rained  .  5 

“  “  “  “  snowed  .  10 

Max.  of  thermometer  47°  on  20th. 


Min.  of  thermometer  12°  on  24th. 
Max.  of  barometer  30.37  in.  on  13th. 
Min.  “  “  29.12  in.  on  7th. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  29.975  in. 

“  temperature  of  the  month  29°. 41. 


The  month  was  uniformly  cold  from  beginning  to  the  end,'  with  no  extreme 
temperature.  There  was  but  one  day  during  the  month  on  which  it  did  not 
freeze. 


January,  1869. 


No.  of  clear  days  .  .  .15 

“  cloudy  days  .  .  .16 

“  days  on  which  it  rained  .  8 

“  “  “  “  snowed .  4 

Max.  of  thermometer  58°  on  30th. 
Min.  “  “  17°  on  26th. 

Max.  of  barometer  30.24  in.  on  13th. 


Min.  of  barometer  29.44  in.  on  12th. 
Mean  height  of  barometer  29.942  in. 

“  temperature  of  the  month  34°. 4. 
Depth  of  snow  3.00  inches. 

Quantity  of  rain  and  melted  snow 
3.68  inches. 


The  month  began  with  a  violent  northeast  storm  of  rain  and  sleet,  and  ended 
with  the  ground  free  from  frost.  There  was  sleighing  on  but  three  days  of  the 
month,  the  1st,  2d,  and  19th. 


February,  1869. 


No.  of  clear  days  .  .  .12 

“  cloudy  days  .  .  .16 

“  days  on  which  it  rained  .  8 

“  “  “  snowed .  6 

Max.  of  thermometer  640  0n  13th 
Min.  “  “  140  on  28th 

Max.  of  bar.  30.44  in.  on  2d  &  25th. 

This  month  was  more  remarkable  than  January  for  mildness,  there  being  but 
four  days  in  which  it  froze  in  the  shade  at  midday. 


Min.  of  barometer  29.01  in.  on.4th. 
Mean  height  of  barometer  29.919  in. 

“  temperature  of  the  month  35°.l. 
Depth  of  snow  6J  inches. 

Quantity  of  rain  and  melted  snow 
4.34  inches. 


March,  1869. 


No.  of  clear  days  .  .  .16 

“  cloudy  days  .  .  .15 

“  days  on  which  it  rained  .  6 

“  “  “  “  snowed  .  T 

Max.  of  thermometer  630  on  27th. 
Alin.  “  “  110  on  5th. 

Max.  of  barometer  30.45  in.  on  22d. 


Min.  of  barometer  29.43  in.  on  30th. 
Mean  height  of  barometer  30.013  in. 

“  temperature  of  the  month  36°.4. 
Depth  of  snow  3.95  inches. 

Quantity  of  rain  and  melted  snow 
4.62  inches. 


The  morning  of  the  1st  was  the  coldest  of  the  winter. 


April, 

No.  of  clear  days  .  .  .17 

“  cloudy  days  .  .  .13 

“  days  on  which  it  rained  .  10 

“  “  “  “  snowed  .  2 

Max.  of  thermometer  820  on  19th. 

Min.  “  “  31°  on  4th. 


1869. 

Alax.  of  barometer  30.31  in.  on  15th. 
Min.  “  “  29.53  in.  on  21st. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  29.909  in. 

“  temperature  of  the  month  510.2. 
Quantity  of  rain  1.17  inch. 
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The  mean  temperature  of  the  month  was  higher  than  the  mean  of  April  for 
several  years,  being  caused  by  the  high  temperature  of  the  latter  half  of  the 
month,  as  the  weather  from  the  1st  to  the  15th  was  uniformly  cold.  The  quantity 
of  rain  was  much  below  the  average. 


May,  1869. 


No.  of  clear  days  .  .  .12 

“  cloudy  days  .  .  .19 

“  days  on  which  it  rained  .  16 
“  “  “  “  snowed .  1 

Max.  of  thermometer  86°  on  26th. 
Min.  “  “  36°  on  2d. 


Max.  of  barometer  30.16  in.  on  28th. 
Min.  “  “  29.17  in.  on  2d. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  29.82  in. 

“  temperature  of  the  month  58°. 7. 
Quantity  of  rain  4.22  inches. 


Snow  fell  on  the  afternoon  of  the  2d,  melting  as  it  fell.  There  was  frost  on 
the  mornings  of  the  5th  and  6th.  The  mean  height  of  the  barometer  was  lower 
than  the  mean  of  any  month  for  several  years. 


Recapitulation  for  the  year  ending  May  31s£,  1869. 


No.  of  clear  days  .  .  .  178 

“  cloudy  days  .  .  .  187 

“  days  on  which  it  rained  .  124 

“  “  “  “  snowed  34 

Maximum  of  thermometer  95°  on  14th 
of  July,  1868. 

Minimum  of  thermometer  11°  on  5th 
of  March,  1869. 


Maximum  of  barometer  30.50  in.  on 
30th  October,  1868. 

Minimum  of  barometer  29.01  in.  on 
4th  February,  1869. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  29.969  in. 
Mean  temperature  of  the  year  520.07. 


During  the  year  there  were  1095  observations  made  on  the  direc¬ 
tion  and  force  of  the  wind  ;  of  this  number  there  were  : — 


N.  winds 

.  178 

S.  winds 

. 

. 

.  112 

N.  E.  “  .  .  .  . 

.  141 

S.  W.  “  . 

. 

. 

.  151 

E.  “  . 

.  121 

W.  “  . 

. 

.  . 

.  115 

S.E.  “  . 

.  83 

N.  W.  “  . 

• 

• 

.  194 

The  mean  force  of  the  wind  was 

as  follows 

: — 

7  A.  M. 

2  P.  M. 

9  P.  M. 

June,  1868  . 

.  2.0 

2.7 

1.3 

July,  “ 

.  1.5 

2.1 

1.3 

August,  “ 

.  1.5 

2.4 

1.3 

September  “ 

.  1.9 

2.7 

1.5 

October  “ 

.  2.2 

3.2 

2.1 

November  “ 

.  2.0 

3.9 

3.6 

December  “ 

.  2.5 

3.2 

2.3 

January,  1869  . 

.  2.0 

3.2 

2.1 

February  “ 

.  2.1 

3.9 

2.4 

March  “  . 

.  2.0 

3.2 

2.0 

April  “ 

.  2.0 

3.6 

1.5 

May  “ 

.  2.0 

2.7 

1.4 
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REPORT  OF  THE  NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


In  making  our  annual  report  to  the  State  Society,  we  have  to 
lament,  as  others  have  clone,  the  want  of  interest  shown  by  most  of 
our  professional  brethren  in  the  Society. 

They  do  not  seem  to  appreciate  the  dignity  of  the  profession, 
looking  upon  it  merely  as  means  of  making  money,  thus  bringing  it 
down  to  the  condition  of  a  mere  trade,  forgetting  entirely  its  higher 
and  nobler  mission. 

We  are  now  making  special  efforts  to  overcome  this  indifference, 
and  induce  the  respectable  medical  men  of  the  county  to  assist  in 
elevating  the  standard  of  the  profession,  and  thus  command  the 
respect  of  the  community. 

As  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  county,  we  have  but  two 
reports. 

Dr.  Green  reports:  “  The  health  of  Easton  has  been  remarkably 
good  during  the  past  year.  Pertussis  prevailed  to  some  extent 
from  December,  1868,  to  March  of  the  present  year.”  He  reports 
twenty-five  cases,  in  which  he  used  the  bromide  of  ammonium,  and 
gives  his  testimony,  as  heretofore,  in  favor  of  this  remedy,  still 
believing  that  no  remedy  is  so  pleasant  in  its  effects,  or  so  promptly 
modifies  or  arrests  the  progress  of  the  disease.  There  has  not  been 
a  summer  for  many  years,  so  free  from  the  diseases  which  usually 
prevail  at  that  season.  Until  after  the  first  of  July,  no  cases  of 
diarrhoea  in  children  were  met  with,  although  the  weather  was 
unusually  hot,  the  thermometer  showing  a  temperature  of  100°  F., 
the  highest  ever  known  in  Easton. 

Scarlet  fever  occurred  as  an  epidemic,  in  the  vicinity  of  Easton, 
during  the  winter,  of  a  light  form  ;  a  few  cases  were  seen  in  the  town 
in  March,  all  of  a  very  mild  character.  At  the  close  of  autumn  and 
during  the  early  part  of  winter,  a  number  of  cases  of  enteric  fever 
occurred,  which  were  traceable  to  the  exposure  and  fatigue  of  the 
election  campaign;  marching  in  procession,  and  standing  about  to  a 
late  hour  in  the  night,  when  the  ground  was  cold  and  damp,  was  the 
cause  of  many  attacks  of  this  disease. 

Catarrhal  affections  of  the  winter  were  not  prevalent  until  after 
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the  mild  weather  of  February,  which  was  followed  by  a  cold  term, 
and  then  they  were  of  a  mild  form. 

Dr.  Breinig,  of  Hellertown,  reports  the  Saucon  Yalley  and  south¬ 
ern  part  of  the  county  as  having  been  exempt  from  all  kinds  of 
epidemics  during  the  past  year.  A  few  cases  of  enteric  fever  occurred 
during  the  latter  part  of  last  summer,  and  also  during  the  spring  of 
this  year;  the  cases  presented  the  usual  form,  and  all  recovered, 
under  the  ordinary  treatment. 

Pneumonia  prevailed  to  some  extent  in  March  and  April,  mostly 
among  children,  of  a  milder  type  and  fewer  in  number  than  in 
former  years.  There  were  a  few  cases  of  acute  rheumatism  during 
the  spring  months,  also  a  very  few  cases  of  measles  among  children, 
one  of  which  proved  fatal,  from  complication  with  pneumonia.  We 
had  one  very  marked  case  of  purpura  simplex,  which  yielded  to  a 
liberal  diet,  with  quinine  and  iron. 

Diarrhoea  prevailed  during  August  and  September  last,  mostly 
among  children,  the  cases  being  mild,  and  yielding  readily  to  treat¬ 
ment. 

One  great  cause  of  deranged  bowels  in  children,  about  the  time  of 
weaning,  is  the  giving  of  improper  food ;  we  have  great  trouble  from 
this  source,  in  this  region  of  country,  as  well  as  from  over  feeding, 
even  when  the  food  is  of  a  proper  kind.  We  have  great  difficulty  in 
getting  anxious  mothers  and  officious  nurses  convinced  of  the  import¬ 
ance  of  care  in  this  matter,  and  consequently  the  children  have  to 
suffer  from  their  ignorance. 

In  the  department  of  uterine  therapeutics,  we  have  treated  during 
the  year,  as  follows  : — 

Ulceration  of  the  os  with  endocervicitis,  16  cases. 

“  “  “  “  and  hypertrophy,  9  “ 

“  “  simple,  3  “ 

Endocervicitis,  simple,  . 4  “ 

Thirty-two  cases,  of  which  nineteen  were  discharged  cured,  five 
relieved,  and  eight  are  still  under  treatment.  Of  the  five  relieved, 
three  left  off  treatment  too  soon  to  have  a  cure  effected ;  in  the  other 
two,  there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  hypertrophy  and  nervous 
excitability,  which  required  such  a  long  continuation  of  treatment 
that  it  proved  too  irksome  for  them. 

The  following  case  will  indicate  my  course  of  treatment. 

Complete  occlusion  of  the  os  uteri,  from  the  use  of  potassa  cum 
calce.  Although  I  have  used  this  remedy  before,  this  is  the  only 
case  in  which  I  have  seen  any  bad  effects. 

On  June  25th  1868,  Mrs.  S.  I.,  set.  twenty-five  3rears,the  mother  of 
one  child  five  years  old,  presented  herself  at  my  office  with  the 
following  symptoms :  Great  general  debility,  appetite  very  irregular, 
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occasional  nausea  and  vomiting,  headache  across  the  forehead,  pain 
in  the  epigastrium,  and  in  the  left  side,  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
great  weakness  in  the  lumbo-sacral  region,  anaemia,  and  a  leucor- 
rhoeal  discharge  mixed  with  pus. 

Examination  with  the  speculum  disclosed  an  ulceration  of  the  os 
uteri  about  the  size  of  a  silver  quarter  dollar,  with  much  congestion 
of  the  neck,  and  a  copious  muco-pus  oozing  from  the  mouth  of  the 
womb,  showing  a  large  amount  of  internal  inflammation. 

I  attributed  all  her  ailments  to  the  uterine  inflammation,  the 
symptoms  evidently  all  proceeding  from  this  cause. 

The  treatment  was,  depleting  the  womb  of  an  ounce  or  more  of 
blood  by  the  use  of  a  spear-shaped  lancet  on  a  long  handle,  and  the 
application  of  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  ulcerated  surface, 
with  citrate  of  iron,  quinine,  and  strychnine  internally. 

The  local  and  constitutional  treatment  was  continued  weekly, 
varying  the  latter  from  time  to  time,  according  to  circumstances. 
On  the  24th  of  October,  being  the  sixteenth  visit,  the  ulceration 
showed  but  little  improvement  from  the  last  five  or  six  applica¬ 
tions.  I  then  used  the  potassa  cum  calce  instead  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver,  washing  the  parts  with  dilute  acetic  acid. 

I  saw  her  again  on  the  15th  of  November;  a  marked  improve¬ 
ment  had  taken  place  in  the  appearance  of  the  ulceration.  From 
this  time,  tinct.  of  iodine  and  occasionally  nitrate  of  silver  .were 
applied. 

In  the  beginning  of  December  she  informed  me  that  her  menses 
had  not  appeared.  On  examination  I  found  the  os  uteri  completely 
closed  by  the  inflammation  produced  by  the  potassa  cum  calce. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  1869,  with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  A.  J. 
Harris,  of  Ilellertown,  I  proceeded  to  operate ;  by  drawing  the 
womb  forward  until  a  hook  made  for  the  purpose,  I  introduced  a 
pointed,  double-edged  knife  on  a  long  handle  through  what  I  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  cicatrix,  in  the  os  ;  the  hemorrhage  was  slight.  I  then 
made  an  attempt  to  introduce  a  sponge-tent,  but  failed  ;  but  suc¬ 
ceeded  with  the  sea-tangle.  The  amount  of  inflammation  was 
slight,  not  requiring  any  treatment ;  the  sea-tangle  came  away  on 
the  third  day.  On  the  21st  day  of  January  I  introduced  a  larger 
sea-tangle;  this  remained  eight  days,  producing  much  more  inflam¬ 
mation  than  the  operation,  and  required  treatment  for  several  days. 
On  February  1st,  I  applied  tinct.  of  iodine.  There  had  been  no 
menstrual  discharge  since  the  operation. 

The  anxiety  of  the  patient  to  get  well  prompted  too  early  a  visit 
to  my  office  on  a  cold  day,  which  produced  a  chill,  and  metro¬ 
peritonitis  ensued,  which  almost  proved  fatal. 
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About  the  1st  of  March  she  had  the  first  menstrual  discharge 
since  October,  which  was  very  fetid.  Two  weeks  later  she  was 
taken  with  regular  contractile  pains,  and  again  passed  a  mass  of 
fetid  matter,  since  which  time  she  has  been  rapidly  improving  and 
bids  fair  soon  to  be  entirely  restored  to  health. 

I  have  to  report  a  case  of  mania-a-potu,  caused  by  a  long  con¬ 
tinued  nightly  use  of  chloroform  for  the  relief  of  peculiarly  exces¬ 
sive  pain  from  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  the  womb. 

It  would  take  too  much  space  to  detail  the  whole  case ;  so  I  will 
only  give  that  which  bears  directly  on  this  point : — 

I  had  tried  every  medicine  having  anodyne  qualities  without  any 
beneficial  effect  whatever.  Chloroform  was  the  only  thing  which 
afforded  any  relief.  I  administered  it  myself,  and  by  continuing 
the  inhalation  for  an  hour  or  two,  more  or  less,  every  night,  the 
patient  could  produce  a  tolerably  comfortable  sleep ;  without  it, 
she  would  pass  a  night  of  intense  suffering. 

This  continued  for  about  three  months,  using  at  the  same  time 
the  usual  remedies  for  the  uterine  and  other  aggravated  symptoms 
of  deranged  liver,  stomach,  and  bowels — every  night  hoping  that 
by  the  next  night  the  chloroform  could  be  dispensed  with,  and 
every  night  feeling  that  it  must  be  continued,  at  least  once  more. 

At  length  I  was  taken  sick  myself,  and  confined  to  bed  for  a  week, 
and  there  being  no  other  physician  so. situated  as  to  administer  the 
chloroform,  it  was  necessarily  stopped,  as  none  of  the  family  would 
take  the  responsibility  of  administering  it.  The  sufferings  of  the 
patient  were  terrible,  as  she  told  me  afterward,  and  after  the  second 
or  third  day  she  showed  signs  of  mania  which  increased  to  about 
the  sixth  day,  when  all  the  symptoms  of  a  mild  attack  of  genuine 
mania-a-potu  were  fully  developed.  This  continued  for  about  ten 
days,  gradually  passing  off,  so  that  I  could  not  tell  the  exacf  time 
that  it  entirely  disappeared.  The  excessive  pains  had  also  much 
abated,  so  that  I  did  not  continue  the  chloroform  as  formerly, 
though  I  have  used  it  frequently  since  to  allay  paroxysms  of  pain, 
but  no  further  symptoms  of  the  mania  have  shown  themselves. 

The  general  health  of  the  patient  is  very  much  restored  :  the 
digestive  organs  are  all  in  good  condition ;  but  the  ulceration  still 
persists  to  some  extent,  causing  at  times  excessive  pain. 

J.  M.  JUNKIN,  Committee. 
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In  making  our  annual  report  to  the  State  Society,  we  have  to 
regret  the  negligence  of  our  members  in  not  furnishing  us  with  in¬ 
formation  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  different  sections  of  the 
county.  But,  from  what  we  can  learn,  there  has  been  more  disease 
during  the  last  year  than  in  either  of  the  two  previous  years. 

No  epidemics  have  appeared  except  rubeola,  which  has  prevailed 
to  some  extent  during  the  last  spring,  and  which,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  cases,  was  generally  mild,  and  requiring  little  medical 
treatment. 

Variola  has  not  appeared  in  our  county  to  our  knowledge  ;  nor 
scarlatina ;  a  few  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  and  typhoid  pneumonia 
have  occurred  ;  colds  have  been  common  in  March  and  April,  caused 
by  the  changes  of  the  weather.  We  have  had  some  very  warm  days 
which  have  changed  suddenly  to  a  cold  northwest  wind,  even  up  to 
late  in  May,  producing  some  catarrhal  fever  of  a  moderate  grade. 

Dr.  Stiles  gives  the  following  :  “  I  reside  in  Millerstowu,  on  the 
J uniata  River.  During  the  last  year  we  have  had  the  usual  amount 
of  sickness ;  nothing,  however,  prevailed  epidemically  except  rube¬ 
ola,  which  commenced  in  February  and  continued  until  May ;  every 
one  who  had  never  had  it  previously  was  attacked,  and  five  persons 
whom  I  had  attended  before  with  the  same  disease  became  again 
affected  by  it.  There  were  three  boys,  aged  eight,  ten,  and  fourteen 
years,  who  took  it,  all  of  whom  I  had  attended  in  the  same  disease 
five  years  ago.  The  eruption  came  out  and  was  well  marked,  the 
same  as  it  was  five  years  ago.  One  lady,  aged  thirty-five  years, 
whom  I  had  attended  eight  3' ears  ago  in  the  measles,  took  them. 
About  ten  days  after  taking  her  bed  I  was  called  to  see  her.  I  found 
her  with  strong  fever  and  violent  pain  in  the  left  side,  with  all  the 
symptoms  of  acute  pneumonia.  I  used  the  antiphlogistic  course, 
with  cups,  blisters,  etc.,  but  all  to  no  purpose  ;  an  abscess  formed 
in  the  lung,  and  in  due  time  discharged  a  quantity  of  matter.  She 
became  prostrated,  night-sweats  and  diarrhoea  followed.  I  used 
stimulants,  tonics,  and  beef-tea,  with  a  nourishing  diet,  which  kept 
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her  up  for  about  three  months.  Her  friends  became  uneasy  and 
wished  to  have  a  homoeopathic  physician  called  in,  with  whom  I 
could  not  consult.  I  therefore  left  the  case,  and  in  a  few  days  she 
began  to  run  down,  and  I  was  called  in  again,  and  with  the  use  of 
quinine,  iron,  and  brandy  she  rallied,  but  soon  began  to  show  signs 
of  phthisis,  and  all  hopes  of  recovery  vanished. 

“  I  have  treated  over  one  hundred  cases  of  measles,  all  of  which 
terminated  favorably  except  this  one. 

“  I  have  seen  no  cases  of  diphtheria  for  two  years. 

“  Typhoid  fever  has  evidently  left  our  section. 

“  We  have  more  or  less  remittent  and  intermittent  fever  every  year, 
but  in  a  mild  form.  We  use  calomel,  jalap,  etc.,  followed  by  qui¬ 
nine,  about  twentjr  grs.,  divided  into  five  or  six  powders,  one  given 
every  two  hours  before  the  chill  comes  on.  This  course  is  continued 
every  day  until  the  disease  is  broken  up,  then  one  powder  every 
morning  until  twenty  grains  more  are  taken.  With  this  we  generally 
relieve  the  patient. 

“My  obstetrical  practice  has  been  as  usual  excepting  the  two 
following  cases.  Mrs.  W.,  aged  twenty-two,  a  healthy  young  woman, 
first  confinement ;  I  was  called  to  see  her  at  four  o’clock  A.  M.  The 
child  was  born  at  eight ;  placenta  came  away  easily.  I  left  her  at 
nine  o’clock  very  comfortable  except  a  little  headache,  but  not  enough 
to  require  attention.  At  one  o’clock  P.  M.  the  husband  came  in  a 
hurry  for  me,  saying  his  wife  had  fits  (as  he  called  it).  When  I  arrived 
I  found  her  in  violent  puerperal  convulsions.  I  took  about  sixteen 
ounces  of  blood,  and  applied  cold  to  the  head  and  warmth  to  the  feet ; 
I  gave  her  such  antispasmodics  as  I  had  with  me,  ether,  valerian,  etc., 
but  all  to  no  purpose.  Spasms  continuing  to  come  on  every  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes,  or  one  spasm  was  scarcely  off  before  another  came  on. 
As  the  pulse  continued  strong,  I  took,  at  six  o’clock,  sixteen  ounces 
more  of  blood,  but  it  made  no  impression.  I  then  requested  counsel. 
Dr.  Gfreenleaf  was  called  in  at  nine  o’clock ;  we  applied  sinapisms  to 
the  extremities,  and  gave  chloroform,  which  lessened  the  violence 
of  the  spasms  but  not  the  frequency.  She  sunk  into  a  comatose 
state  and  died  at  eight  o’clock  the  next  morning. 

“  The  second  case  was  hemorrhage  after  delivery.  Mrs.  L.,  a  well- 
developed  young  woman,  aged  sixteen,  was  delivered  at  ten  o’clock 
of  a  large  female  child.  I  left  at  eleven,  but  before  getting  out  of 
hearing  I  was  called  back  by  her  mother,  who  said  she  was  wast¬ 
ing  very  much.  I  found  the  blood  coming  through  the  bed;  the 
uterus  was  contracted.  The  os  uteri  so  small  as  scarcely  to  admit 
the  end  of  the  forefinger ;  there  were  no  clots ;  I  applied  cold  to  the 
abdomen,  gave  ergot  and  astringents,  and  waited  an  hour,  during 
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which  time  a  small  basin  full  of  blood  came  through  the  bed.  I 
then  applied  ice,  nearly  covering  her  with  it,  and  gave  more  ergot  and 
tannin;  and  elevated  the  lower  extremities.  It  was  now  four  o’clock 
P.  M.  The  uterus  contracted  to  the  size  of  a  man’s  list,  the  hemor¬ 
rhage  still  continued,  and  she  appeared  to  be  sinking.  At  this 
critical  moment  I  concluded  to  lay  aside  all  regular  rules  of  the 
profession  and  depend  on  my  own  judgment.  I  applied  a  roller 
from  the  breast  to  the  hips  as  tight  as  I  could  draw  it,  then  used 
the  tampon,  plugging  up  the  vagina  with  two  silk  handkerchiefs 
saturated  with  a  solution  of  tannin  and  acetate  of  lead.  The  hemor¬ 
rhage  ceased.  I  remained  till  the  morning  when  I  removed  the  tarn- 
pon,  and  to  my  great  satisfaction  the  hemorrhage  was  arrested. 
She  made  a  speedy  recovery.” 

Dr.  Ritter,  of  Liverpool,  gives  the  following:  “We  have  not  had 
any  epidemics  in  our  section,  which  lies  on  the  banks  of  the  beau¬ 
tiful  Susquehanna.  We  have  had  all  manner  of  inflammatory  dis¬ 
eases,  rheumatism,  gout,  neuralgia,  uterine  affections,  inflammation 
of  the  bowels,  with  much  gastric  irritation ;  also,  diphtheria, 
pleurisy,  etc. ;  and  one  case  of  pleuro-pneumonia,  which  proved  fatal. 
The  left  lung  was  hepatized ;  patient  aged  52.  Counsel  was  called 
Our  object  was  to  save  the  right  lung,  by  relieving  the  inflammation, 
but  wdth  all  the  remedies,  internal  and  external,  the  right  lung  be¬ 
came  involved.  A  low  grade  of  typhoid  fever  supervened,  with 
diarrhoea,  which  ended  in  death. 

“  In  this  case  there  was  hepatic  derangement ;  the  patient  was 
jaundiced ;  he  had  been  in  the  army  and  suffered  from  exposure. 
The  health  of  our  district  is  good  at  this  time.” 

JAMES  GALBRAITH, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 


June,  1869. 
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The  number  of  deaths  in  Philadelphia  in  1868  was  14,693,  in  a 
population  of  750,000,  one  death  in  51,  or  1.96  per  cent. 

The  deaths  at  the  different  periods  of  life,  and  in  the  various 
months  of  the  year,  are  shown  in  Table  A. 

The  deaths  from  consumption  of  the  lungs  are  shown  in  Table  B. 

Tables  are  also  appended  representing  the  deaths  from  various 
classes  of  diseases  in  1868,  as  compared  with  the  two  preceding- 
years.1 

1  These  tables  do  not  for  account  more  than  2000  deaths,  some  of  which  were 
reported  unknown  to  the  Board  of  Health,  and  some  were  from  old  age  or  other 
uncertain  causes. 
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Zymotic  Diseases. 


1866. 

1867. 

1868. 

Typhoid  fever 

.  381 

367 

395 

Typhus  (spotted,  etc.)  . 

.  118 

147 

164 

Malarial 

.  68 

66 

73 

Puerperal 

.  12 

25 

19 

Variola  .... 

.  144 

48 

l1 

Rubeola 

.  221 

83 

108 

Scarlatina 

.  491 

367 

224 

Pertussis 

.  80 

65 

176 

Diphtheria 

.  192 

119 

119 

Croup  .... 

.  239 

185 

206 

Erysipelas 

.  73 

60 

51 

Cholera .... 

.  910 

57 

6 

2929 

1589 

1542 

Results  of  Poisoning. 

Syphilis  .... 

.  10  adults.  9  adults. 

18  adults.2 

Hydrophobia  . 

.  2 

“  2 

CC 

Alcoholic  intoxication 

.  18 

“  20 

u 

25  “ 

Mania-a-potu  . 

.  37 

“  26 

(6 

45  “ 

67 

adults.  57  adults. 

88  adults. 

Simple  Alteration  of  the  Blood. 

Aneurism  and  chlorosis 

1S66. 

.  14 

1867. 

18 

1868. 

11 

Leucocythemia  . 

. 

.  2 

4 

2 

Constitutional  Diseases. 


1S66. 

1S67. 

3868. 

Rheumatism . 

17 

20 

16 

Gout . 

7 

3 

5 

Tuberculosis  of  brain  (including  dropsy 

of  brain)  ...... 

184 

142 

173 

Tuberculosis  of  lungs  (including  cases 

reported  as  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs)  1987 

1979 

2043 

Tubercles  of  mesentery 

608 

565 

588 

Cancer  ....... 

203 

200 

236 

Scrofula  ...... 

68 

54 

65 

Syphilis  (constitutional) 

12  minors.  16  minors.  25  minors. 

3086 

2979 

3151 

1  Of  variola  there  died  in  1863,  171 ;  in 

1864,  260  ; 

and  in 

1865,524;  show 

ing  a  gradual  increase,  and  a  very  rapid  diminution. 

2  The  minors  who  died  of  syphilis,  as  they  were 

almost 

all  very  young,  ' 

classify  among  those  who  died  of  constitutional  diseases. 
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Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System. 


Meningitis 

1S66. 

.  371 

1S67. 

394 

1868. 

382 

Apoplexy 

.  188 

142 

201 

Congestion  of  brain 

.  409 

286 

368 

Effusion  on  brain  . 

.  .  .  54 

62 

60 

Softening  of  brain 

.  50 

57 

78 

of  spinal  cord 

3 

3 

2 

Paralysis 

.  182 

231 

248 

Epilepsy 

.  28 

23 

32 

Tetanus 

.  28 

23 

22 

Convulsions  . 

.  697 

584 

704 

Puerperal  convulsions  . 

.  27 

27 

27 

2037 

1832 

2124 

Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System. 


Dropsy  of  heart  . 

1S66. 

.  32 

1S67. 

46 

1S6S. 

34 

Fatty  degeneration  of  heart  . 

4 

15 

11 

Inflammation  of  heart  . 

.  27 

33 

29 

Disease  of  heart  . 

.  345 

369 

420 

Aneurism  .... 

.  10 

10 

11 

Neuralgia  of  heart . 

.  19 

10 

13 

437 

483 

518 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System. 


Pneumonia . 

1S66. 

.  909 

1S67. 

695 

1S68. 

766 

Effusion  on  the  lungs 

5 

2 

8 

Dropsy  of  chest  .... 

46 

41 

29 

Pleurisy  ..... 

.  12 

15 

16 

Empyema  ..... 

4 

3 

4 

Emphysema  ..... 

2 

0 

9 

Bronchitis  ..... 

.  134 

121 

172 

Catarrhal  fever  .... 

.  35 

19 

33 

Congestion  of  lungs 

.  175 

154 

165 

Asthma . 

.  25 

32 

25 

1347 

1082 

1227 
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Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System. 


1866. 

1S67. 

1S6S. 

Dysentery  ...... 

248 

154 

153 

Ulceration  of  stomach  and  bowels 

25 

17 

24 

Inflammation  and  disease  (not  specified) 
of  stomach  and  bowels  .  .  *  . 

289 

222 

230 

Diarrhoea . 

290 

175 

211 

Congestion  of  bowels  .... 

4 

2 

5 

Cholera  infantum  ..... 

1031 

862 

989 

“  morbus  ..... 

248 

43 

44 

Hemorrhage  from  stomach  and  bowels  . 

5 

7 

18 

Dyspepsia  ...... 

3 

3 

3 

Obstruction  of  bowels  .... 

9 

18 

18 

Hernia  ....... 

18 

18 

20 

Hepatitis  ...... 

47 

32 

46 

Cirrhosis  ...... 

19 

18 

26 

Jaundice  ...... 

29 

22 

22 

Dropsy  (abdominal  and  varieties  not 
specified)  ...... 

238 

244 

233 

2503 

1837 

2042 

Diseases  of  the  Genito-urinary  Apparatus. 


Nephritis 

1S66. 

.  17 

1867. 

18 

186S. 

19 

Diabetes 

9 

11 

15 

Albuminuria . 

.  18 

20 

11 

Cystitis  . 

.  14 

13 

12 

Diseases  of  uterus 

.  19 

16 

13 

Dropsy  of  ovary  . 

2 

5 

6 

'  79 

83 

76 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation. 


1S66. 

1867. 

1S68. 

Malformation 

.  20 

24 

24 

Debility  (under  1  year) 

.  426 

397 

4121 

Inanition  (under  5  years) 

.  174 

200 

2162 

Cyanosis  and  asphyxia  . 

.  140 

172 

149 

760 

793 

801 

Debility  (over  1  year) 

.  250 

251 

188 

Inanition  (over  5  years) 

.  46 

52 

39 
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Violent  Deaths. 


1S66. 

1867. 

1S6S. 

Suicide  . 

• 

.  . 

.  44 

35 

29 

Wounds 

. 

. 

5 

1 

2 

Gunshot  wounds  . 

• 

• 

.  41 

13 

16 1 

90 

49 

47 

Stillborn 

# 

,  # 

•  • 

,  . 

744 

Unclassified  . 

. 

,  . 

.  • 

,  , 

2093 

NECROLOGICAL  NOTICE  OF  JOSEPH  R.  COAD,  M.  D.,  1829—1868. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Pa.,  December 
4th,  1829.  His  father,  the  venerable  P.  Coacl,  was  for  many  years 
a  professor  in  one  of  our  institutions,  and  lectured  on  the  sciences. 
His  maternal  grandfather  was  the  late  Matthias  J.  O’Connay,  for¬ 
merly  a  professor  of  languages. 

It  would  appear  that  the  healing  art  was  a  favorite  pursuit  in  his 
family,  inasmuch  as  four  of  his  uncles  were  physicians,  and  it  is 
said  that  even  in  early  life  he  evinced  a  decided  taste  for  anatomical 
knowledge. 

The  art  preservative  of  all  arts  was  selected  as  his  vocation, 
though  even  while  at  the  printer’s  case  he  embraced  every  opportu¬ 
nity  to  acquire  knowledge  on  subjects  connected  with  medicine. 
When  the  cholera  raged  epidemically  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1849,  he  attached  himself  to  the  Southwark  Hospital,  and 
remained  at  his  post  day  and  night,  assiduously  laboring  to  assuage 
the  anguish  of  those  who  became  inmates  of  that  institution,  and 
materially  aided  the  attending  physicians,  Drs.  D.  F.  Condie  and 
M.  W.  Dickeson,  who  were  then  on  duty  at  that  post. 

Soon  after  this  he  commenced  to  attend  the  lectures  at  the  Jeffer¬ 
son  Medical  College,  though  he  did  not  graduate  until  the  year 
1856. 

In  1849,  he  accompanied  his  father  in  a  tour  through  the  West, 
and  an  epidemic  of  erysipelas  having  broken  out  in  a  portion  of 
Ohio,  the  physicians  invited  him  to  aid  them  in  attending  the  cases, 
and  inducements  were  held  out  for  him  to  remain  and  practise 
medicine  there.  His  affection  for  his  native  State,  and  particularly 
for  Philadelphia,  caused  him  to  decline  these  flattering  offers,  and 
he  shortly  returned  to  Philadelphia. 

In  March,  1856,  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  granted  him  the 
degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  from  which  time  until  his  death  he 
labored  faithfully  in  his  profession. 

The  same  feelings  which  actuated  his  grandfather,  as  a  member 
of  Ziegler’s  regiment  in  the  Indian  War,  and  his  uncles  (one  of 
whom  acted  as  surgeon  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  present  at  the 
battle  of  Hew  Orleans,  and  another  died  while  defending  liberty  in 
South  America),  also  prompted  him  to  respond  to  a  call  of  the 
Surgeon-General,  and  in  September,  1862,  he  accompanied  a  number 
of  physicians  to  Hagerstown,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  care  of 
the  sick  and  wounded.  It  is  said,  that  on  the  approach  of  the 
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rebels,  Drs.  Coacl  and  George  W.  Nebinger  were  the  only  ones  who 
remained  at  their  posts,  though  in  hourly  expectation  of  being  made 
prisoners. 

Dr.  Goad  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health 
of  Philadelphia,  and  in  July,  1851,  was  elected  its  President,  follow¬ 
ing  the  late  Dr.  Wilson  Jewell  in  that  office. 

He  became  a  member  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society 
on  October  llth,  1860,  and  was  selected  as  a  delegate  to  represent  it 
in  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  year 
1865,  at  its  session  held  at  Altoona,  and  also  the  American  Medi¬ 
cal  Association,  at  its  session  of  the  same  year  held  in  the  city  of 
Boston.  At  his  death  he  was  borne  on  the  rolls  of  both  these  so¬ 
cieties  as  a  permanent  member. 

He  died  in  March,  1868,  of  typhoid  fever,  leaving  a  wife  and  three 
little  ones  to  mourn  their  great  bereavement. 


OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS. 


President. — Dr.  William  L.  Knight. 

Vice-Presidents.  —  Drs.  Lewis  S.  Somers1  and  Washington  L. 
Atlee. 

Recording  Secretary. — Dr.  William  B.  Atkinson. 

Assistant  Secretary. — Dr.  Lucius  S.  Bolles. 

Corresponding  Secretary. — Dr.  Horace  Y.  Evans. 

Treasurer. — Dr.  William  M.  Welch. 

Censors. — Drs.  Wintiirop  Sargent,  Augustine  H.  Fisii,  H.  St. 
Clair  Ash,  Charles  S.  Boker,  and  Alfred  Stille. 
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1  Deceased. 
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Drs.  J.  H.  Cantrell, 
Joseph  Carson, 
William  Carroll, 
D.  M.  Cheston, 

B.  H.  Coates, 

J.  S.  Cohen, 

James  Collins, 

D.  F.  Condie, 

E.  Crowell, 

T.  S.  Crowly. 

James  Cummiskey, 
William  Curran, 

L.  Curtis, 

James  Darracii, 

T.  A.  Demme. 

Pit.  De  Young, 

T.  M.  Drysdale, 

R.  J.  Dunglison, 

I.  S.  Eshleman, 
Horace  Evans, 

H.  Y.  Evans, 

W.  H.  Finn, 

Emil  Fischer, 

A.  H.  Fish, 

W.  J.  Fleming, 

John  L.  Foulke, 

A.  Fricke, 

W.  S.  Frick, 
William  Hardener, 

J.  F..  Gayle  y, 

L.  P.  GeBHARD, 

W.  K.  Gilbert, 

R.  M.  Girvin, 

J.  B.  H.  Gittings, 
William  Goodell, 
A.  W.  Griffiths, 

S.  D.  Gross, 

George  Hamilton, 
L.  D.  Harlow, 

K.  L.  Hatfield, 

1ST.  Hatfield, 
Thomas  IIay, 

Edwin  Hellyer, 


Drs.  Joseph  Heritage, 

A.  Hewson, 

N.  Hickman, 

A.  G.  B.  Hinkle, 

E.  C.  Hine, 

Hugh  L.  Hodge, 

II.  Lenox  Hodge, 

J.  F.  Holt, 

W.  H.  Hooper, 

C.  W.  IIornor, 

S.  B.  Howell, 

Jacob  Huckel, 
William  Hunt, 

J.  H.  Hutchinson, 
W.  N.  JonNSON, 

C.  P.  Keichline, 

A.  L.  Kennedy, 

T.  S.  Kirkbride, 
Joseph  Klapp, 

W.  O.  Kline,  Jr., 

W.  L.  Knight, 

W.  B.  Lane. 

II.  Leaman, 

Benj.  Lee, 

R,  H.  Lee, 
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M.  M.  Levis, 

II.  J.  Levis, 

W.  Lyons, 
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-  R.  S.  Mansfield, 
William  Mayburry, 
J.  A.  Meigs, 

J.  F.  Meigs, 
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J.  C.  Morris, 

S.  R.  Morris, 

G.  H.  Napheys, 

A.  Nebinger, 

M.  O’Hara, 

O.  OSLER, 
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S.  R.  Skillern, 
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L.  K.  Stein, 
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S.  N.  Troth, 

L.  Turnbull, 
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E.  B.  Vandyke, 
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Thomas  J.  Yarrow, 
Geo.  J.  Zeigler. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society,  in  presenting  its  report 
for  the  year  1868,  has  pleasure  in  recording  a  steady  growth  both  in 
numbers  and  in  the  interest  taken  in  its  meetings.  Its  membership 
has  increased  from  fifteen  to  twenty-one;  and  besides  the  regular 
meetings,  several  special  ones  were  held  and  well  attended  through¬ 
out  the  year.  This  is  a  matter  of  congratulation,  as  special  efforts 
had  been  made  to  break  up  the  organization  of  the  Society ;  and  a 
general  apathy  for  a  long  period  left  its  support  (and,  indeed,  its 
very  existence)  dependent  upon  a  few  of  its  members. 

In  this  connection  it  is  necessary  to  perform  the  unpleasant  duty 
of  stating  that  the  Society  was  obliged  to  expel  from  its  fellowship 
one  of  its  former  members.  The  circumstance  is  here  reported  in 
obedience  to  a  regulation  of  the  State  Society,  requiring  such  infor¬ 
mation  at  our  hands. 

It  is  also  an  unpleasant  duty  for  this  Society  to  call  attention  to 
the  seemingly  careless  or  indifferent  feeling  on  the  part  of  eminent 
medical  men  from  abroad,  as  to  the  persons  whom  they  meet  here, 
within  our  limits,  in  consultation. 

A  very  recent  instance  has  excited  considerable  public  remark,  as, 
by  negligence  in  making  the  proper  inquiries,  no  less  distinguished 
a  person  than  a  former  President  of  the  American  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion  was  deceived  into  meeting  a  homoeopathic  practitioner.  If  such 
practitioners  be  debarred  from  consultations  with  members  of  the 
Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society,  on  the  ground  of  their  peculiar 
form  of  quackery,  surely  every  care  should  be  taken  by  our  pro¬ 
fessors  and  eminent  confreres  not  to  be  made,  by  any  accident,  to 
seem  to  countenance  them.  The  remedy  for  such  accidents  (or  the 
preventive  against  them)  would  be  a  complete  medical  registration. 
Failing  that,  this  Society  does  not  hesitate  to  suggest  the  list  of 
members  (as  printed  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania)  for  use  as  a  partial  register  in  the  interior 
counties  of  the  State ;  and  whenever  a  physician’s  name  is  missing 
there,  no  engagement  with  him  should  be  accepted  until  satisfactory 
explanations  have  been  made.  In  this  way,  at  least,  county  organ- 
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izations  will  be  aided  in  their  effort  to  raise  the  standard  of  medical 
practice  within  their  limits.  This  cordial  support,  in  the  matter  of 
consultations,  from  the  acknowledged  leaders  of  the  profession,  is 
the  least  that  can  be  expected  by  those  who  also  are  giving  their 
time,  labor,  and  energy  to  professional  pursuits. 

In  preparing  a  report  from  the  contributions  of  various  members 
of  the  Society,  a  division  into  medical,  surgical,  and  obstetric  por¬ 
tions  will  be  made. 

I.  Medical. — Three  cases  following  are  given  as  contributions 
toward  the  subject  of  the  antagonism  of  opium  and  belladonna,  as 
well  as  opium  and  stramonium.  The  first  and  second  cases  occurred 
in  the  practice  of  Dr.  James  S.  Carpenter,  of  Pottsville,  the  third  in 
that  of  Dr.  Krecker,  of  Cressona.  It  is  believed  they  will  be  useful 
as  helping  to  give  data  for  clinical  proof  of  this  antagonism. 

Case  1.  J.  M.,  mechanic,  generally  healthy,  took  for  a  cold,  by 
mistake,  a  strong  infusion  of  the  leaves  of  stramonium.  His  wife 
was  in  the  habit  of  giving  him  a  bowrl  of  boneset  tea  for  his  colds, 
and,  by  mistake,  gave  the  Jamestown  weed,  nor  was  the  error  dis¬ 
covered  until  he  became  delirious  and  insensible. 

I  wras  called  to  see  him  one  hour  after  he  had  taken  the  poison, 
and  found  him  cold,  clammy,  almost  pulseless,  delirious,  restless, 
wanting  to  get  out  of  bed  but  unable  to  stand,  with  convulsive  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  lower  extremities,  inability  or  great  difficulty  in  swal¬ 
lowing,  pupil  dilated  to  the  fullest  extent,  loss  of  vision,  catching 
at  his  throat. 

I  attempted  to  give  him  emetics,  but  did  not  succeed,  applied 
external  stimulants  and  heat  without  benefit.  Taking  into  consider¬ 
ation  the  similarity  of  symptoms  with  those  of  poisoning  from 
belladonna,  I  resolved  to  administer  the  sulphate  of  morphia  hypo¬ 
dermically.  Accordingly,  I  injected  about  half  a  drachm  of  the 
officinal  solution  into  both  arms.  In  half  an  hour,  the  convulsions 
ceased,  the  delirium  subsided,  and  he  slept  most  of  the  night,  and 
was  able  to  take  some  nourishing  drinks.  The  only  trouble  for  some 
daj^s  was  dysuria  with  some  dimness  of  vision. 

Case  2.  J.  G.  B.,  aet.  sixty-five  years,  subject'to  rheumatic  gout, 
took  about  forty  drops  of  fluid  extract  of  belladonna  for  pain  in  the 
knee.  I  was  called  to  see  him  in  two  hours  after  taking  the  medicine. 
Found  him  with  a  cold,  clammy  skin,  weak  and  thready  pulse, 
dilated  pupils,  great  difficulty  of  deglutition,  comatose,  and  con¬ 
vulsed.  My  friend  Dr.  Palmer  had  administered  emetics  and  other 
remedies  without  effect,  and  the  patient  seemed  almost  in  a  hope¬ 
less  condition. 
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We  gave  him  a  teaspoonful  of  tr.  opii  every  hour,  until  he  had 
taken  three  doses,  when  the  quantity  was  diminished  one-half,  and 
the  intervals  lengthened.  After  the  second  dose  of  laudanum  had 
been  given,  the  convulsions  ceased,  the  delirium  lessened,  and  he 
sank  gradually  into  a  quiet  sleep,  the  pupils  contracted,  the  skin 
became  warm,  and  all  alarming  symptoms  subsided.  The  delirium 
continued  in  a  mild  form  for  twelve  or  fifteen  hours  longer ;  but 
after  sleeping,  with  slight  intermissions,  all  night,  he  awoke  the 
next  morning  in  his  right  mind. 

I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  his  life  was  saved  by  the 
administration  of  the  opium,  of  which  he  took  altogether  about  half 
an  ounce.  Emetics,  external  stimulants  and  other  appropriate 
treatment  had  been  tried  without  benefit,  before  giving  the  opium ; 
and  the  effect  of  the  latter  was  so  marked  in  alleviating  the  urgent 
symptoms,  that  I  am  satisfied  that  in  this  case  the  opium  acted  as 
a  direct  antidote  to  the  poison  of  the  belladonna. 

Case  3.  I  was  called,  April  2d,  1869,  to  see  E.  B.,  a  robust  male 
infant  of  three  months,  under  the  influence  of  an  over-dose  of  lauda¬ 
num,  administered  by  the  mother  to  quiet  a  little  restlessness. 

No  reliable  information  could  be  obtained  in  reference  to  the 
quantity.  The  little  patient  was  found  in  deep  coma,  the  surface 
pale,  lips  and  angles  at  aim  nasi  livid,  muscles  relaxed,  breathing 
slow,  labored,  and  stertorous.  The  iris  was  strongly  contracted, 
a  veritable  pin-hole  pupil ;  the  heart’s  action  was  feeble. 

Gave  immediately  six  drops  of  tr.  belladonnse,  time,  2.45  P.  M. 
Cold  water  was  dashed  on  the  surface,  and  sinapisms  applied  to 
the  extremities,  while  respiration,  which  was  at  times  quiet  feeble, 
was  occasionally  assisted  artificially. 

In  forty  minutes,  the  iris  had  become  a  little  more  relaxed,  and  a 
better  color  appeared  on  the  surface.  Gave  five  drops  tr.  belladonnas. 
Patient  continued  to  improve,  the  circulation  getting  better,  muscu¬ 
lar  action  returning,  and  the  pupils  becoming  more  dilated. 

At  5  P.  M.  Dr.  J.  G.  Koehler  arrived,  and  advised  three  drops  more 
of  tr.  belladonnse,  with  applications  of  ice  to  the  spine.  At  1  P.  M. 
gave  three  drops  tr.  belladonnse,  and  at  1.45  left  the  patient  with  the 
pupils  of  full  size,  the  circulation  and  respiration  good,  readily 
roused,  crjdng  lustily. 

Called  next  morning  and  found  the  little  patient  bright  and  lively. 

The  paper  following,  which  was  prepared  and  read  before  the 
Society,  by  Dr.  John  T.  Carpenter,  of  Pottsville,  was  unanimously 
adopted,  and  directed  to  be  embodied  in  the  county  report : — . 
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“Mining,  considei’ed  with  regard  to  its  effects  upon  health  and  life, 
deserves  the  special  study  of  medical  men  in  this  mining  region. 

Of  its  accidental  sources  of  risk  to  life  and  limb  all  intelligent 
observers  can  form  a  correct  judgment,  but  it  remains  for  the  skilled 
professional  man  to  trace  out  the  pi’edisposing  and  exciting  causes 
of  disease  that  encompass  the  miner  in  his  daily  surroundings — to 
note  the  effects  of  the  altered  temperature,  the  deprivation  of  sun¬ 
light,  the  inhalation  of  gases,  as  well  as  of  insoluble,  solid,  carbon¬ 
aceous  material  into  the  lungs,  and  the  results  of  severe  labor,  for 
hours,  in  constrained  and  unnatural  positions  of  the  body. 

The  investigations  necessary  upon  these  points  will  give  clear 
ideas  upon  a  subject  that  has  never  been  thoroughly  developed,  and 
will  enable  us  to  satisfactorily  give  good  reasons  for  the  opinions 
which  we  have  all,  no  doubt,  formed,  in  a  general  way,  as  to  the 
special  liability  of  the  mining  population  to  disease  and  death. 

I.  The  miner  pursues  his  work  at  a  temperature  always  differing 
very  much  from  that  of  the  outside  air.  In  summer  it  is  much 
colder,  and  in  winter  as  much  warmer.  Generally  we  may  say  from 
65°  to  60°  is  the  average  temperature  in  our  mines.  Were  this  all, 
we  would  consider  such  a  mean  average  very  favorable  to  health. 
But  there  are  two  very  important  exceptions  to  this  general  con¬ 
dition,  which  are  not  actually  known.  The  waste  (or  ‘  gob,’  so 
called)  is  subject  to  very  steady  oxidation  in  the  workings.  So 
much  heat  is  evolved  that  the  hand  cannot  endure  being  put  in 
contact  with  a  mass  of  this  material.  The  respired  air  from  this 
source  is  oppressively  overheated,  and  working  in  its  immediate 
vicinity  becomes  very  exhausting.  The  opposite  effect  is  experienced 
where  the  currents  of  cold  air  are  forced  by  ventilating  measures 
through  the  gangways.  It  is  thus  apparent  that  though  the  general 
impression  as  to  the  equable  mean  temperature  is  correct,  yet  that, 
practically,  there  is  exposure  to  extremes  of  heat  and  cold — abund¬ 
antly  sufficient  to  account  for  much  of  the  congestive  and  inflam¬ 
matory  diseases  so  freely  met  with  among  this  class  of  workmen. 

II.  The  deprivation  of  sunlight  must  be  a  very  strongly  predis¬ 
posing  cause  of  disease.  Even  among  those  who  pursue  out-door 
avocations,  the  greater  or  less  exposure  throughout  the  day  to  the 
direct  rays  of  the  sun,  is  known  to  influence  very  decidedly  the 
conditions  of  health  and  length  of  life.  Dr.  Bigelow  has,  in  certain 
popular  articles  in  the  Atlantic  Monthly ,  given  very  interesting 
details  of  his  own  experience  in  this  regard.  When,  therefore,  we 
take  a  class  of  men  who  for  eight  hours  of  every  twenty-four  are 
buried  beneath  the  surface,  where  no  ray  of  light,  heat,  or  actinic 
force  from  the  sun  can  penetrate — it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  re- 
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suits  of  this  deprivation  will  become  apparent  in  general  anaemia, 
in  chronic,  nervous  irritations,  in  tendencies  (easily  to  be  developed 
by  exciting  causes)  towards  scrofula,  tubercular  phthisis,  and  allied 
maladies. 

Now,  practically,  this  is  what  every  practitioner  meets  at  every 
turn.  Our  daily  examinations  of  sick  miners  reveal  more  blood  and 
nerve  disorders,  and  more  pulmonary  diseases  than  we  encounter 
in  any  other  class  of  population  in  Schuylkill  County. 

III.  The  inhalation  of  gases,  as  well  as  of  solid  carbonaceous 
material  into  the  air-passages  during  every  working  day — or  one- 
third  of  active  life — is  to  be  considered  next;  and,  in  my  opinion, 
must  be  estimated  the  most  serious  of  the  many  causes  which  assail 
life  and  health  in  our  mines. 

The  penetration  of  solid,  carbonaceous  matter  into  the  lungs  we 
all  have  verified  by  post-mortem  examinations,  as  well  as  by  the 
characteristic  black  sputa  which  accompany  every  case  of  bronchial 
or  lung  disease  amons;  miners. 

The  irritations  set  up  by  this  foreign  substance  are  not,  perhaps, 
as  great  as  might  be  anticipated,  but  become  an  important  element 
in  the  case,  when  active  disease  from  other  causes  is  set  up. 

The  inhalation  of  carburetted  hydrogen  (fire-damp)  and  carbonic 
acid  gas  (black  or  choke  damp)  gives  rise  to  immediate  and  positive 
effects.  In  excess,  of  course,  fatal  results  are  well  known  to  be 
inevitable,  but  in  small  doses,  mixed  with  atmospheric  air,  so  as  to 
be  tolerated  for  weeks  and  months  together,  a  chronic  blood  poi¬ 
soning  is  produced,  steadily  and  severely.  Bronchial  irritations  are 
excited  and  kept  up,  and  anomalous  nervous  symptoms  of  very 
varied  character  are  continually  observed. 

IV.  The  constrained  position  in  which  severe  bodily  toil  is  neces¬ 
sarily  carried  on,  is  a  point  worthy  of  study.  Lying  upon  the  back 
and  hewing  at  masses  of  coal  above  or  at  one  side — constrained  in 
every  sinew  and  fibre  to  an  irksome  but  necessary  position — the 
miner  comes  out  exhausted  from  his  day’s  work,  and  predisposed  to 
nerve-pains,  chronic,  subacute,  rheumatic,  which  practically  become 
often  incurable. 

V.  In  mines  below  water-level,  the  work  has  to  be  carried  on  in 
wet  and  damp  constantly.  Upon  this  as  predisposing  to  disease  I 
need  not  enlarge. 

The  ground  has  now  been  prepared  for  a  general  view  of  the  effect 
of  mining  upon  health. 

From  the  preceding  observations  it  is  seen  to  be  highly  prejudicial. 
Cut  off  from  sunlight,  exposed  to  uneven  temperatures,  inhaling 
continuously  impure  air  and  solid  coal-dust,  working  in  constrained 
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ancl  uncomfortable  posture  for  many  hours  each  day,  and  perhaps 
in  water  over  shoetop  most  of  the  time,  we  find  miners  are  subject 
to  chronic  as  well  as  acute  diseases,  caused  by  these  surroundings. 
The  injurious  effects  of  their  occupation  fall  chiefly  upon  the  blood, 
the  nervous  system,  and  the  respiratory  apparatus. 

For  many  years  I  have  observed  the  chronic  blood-poisoning,  the 
peculiar  anaemia  or  toxaemia,  common  among  miners.  It  is  to  this, 
as  the  basis,  that  I  refer  the  anomalous  and  varied  nervous  symp¬ 
toms  of  these  cases.  In  my  report  to  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  for  1865,  I  briefly  alluded  to  this  subject. 
These  nervous  symptoms  may  affect  the  muscular  apparatus,  the 
digestive  organs,  or  the  heart — producing  dyspepsia,  tremors,  ver¬ 
tigo,  palpitation,  etc. — entirely  independently  of  organic  disease, 
yet  surely  sapping  the  foundations  of  life  and  health. 

The  respiratory  apparatus  presents  us  a  very  large  percentage 
of  cases  of  disease  among  miners.  Bronchial  irritations  are  con¬ 
tinual — chronic  bronchitis  becomes  often  a  constitutional  affection 
attended  by  great  debility.  A  peculiar  asthmatic  character  of 
cough  is  generally  noticed ;  emphysema  is  detected  on  physical  ex¬ 
ploration,  and  the  sputa  are  black,  often  streaked  with  blood. 
Miner’s  asthma  is  chronic  bronchitis,  with  thickening  of  the  air- 
passages,  emphysema  and  nervous  distress  in  breathing.  These 
chronic  troubles  may  last  a  lifetime,  without  being  rapidly  fatal, 
or  necessarily  so.  But  acute  pneumonia  supervenes  in  many  cases 
on  some  exposure  and  is  very  apt  to  prove  fatal.  If  not,  a  chronic 
softening  of  the  lungs  may  occur,  in  other  words,  phthisis,  which  is 
a  frequent  disease  among  these  men,  and  generally  an  incurable  one. 

The  continuance  of  the  effects  after  patients  have  left  this  occu¬ 
pation  is  very  remarkable.  The  black  expectoration  is  observed  for 
years  after  ceasing  work  in  mines.  I  saw,  a  short  time  since,  a 
patient  suffering  from  chronic  bronchitis,  with  coal-dirt  sputa,  who 
has  not  entered  a  mine  for  nineteen  years. 

A  gentleman  of  Pottsville,  under  my  care,  is  now  recovering  from 
pneumonia,  with  softening  and  abscess  of  the  lung,  who  in  former 
years  was  engaged  in  mines,  but  has  not  habitually  entered  them 
for  eight  years  past.  During  his  recent  illness  the  characteristic 
black  sputum  was  constant. 

My  experience  for  fifteen  years  as  to  the  longevity  of  miners  is 
unfavorable.  It  is  an  ordinary  observation  to  make  in  a  mining 
village  of  the  great  disproportion  of  young  to  old  men ;  also  of  the 
great  excess  of  old  women  over  old  men.  Few  men  are  found  exceed¬ 
ing  fifty-five  years  of  age ;  I  do  not  recall  any  who  have  steadily 
pursued  this  occupation.  Now  in  our  agricultural  region  this  is 
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very  different.  Take  the  region  south  of  the  Sharp  Mountain  range 
(which  divides  the  coal  measures  from  the  farming  districts)  and 
we  will  find  quite  as  many  old  men  in  proportion  to  the  total  popu¬ 
lation  as  in  any  county  of  Pennsylvania,  and  no  great  disproportion 
of  old  women  as  compared  with  old  men.  , 

This  question  of  longevity  is  a  very  important  one.  Especially 
when  called  upon  to  give  advice  in  cases  of  life  insurance,  does  it 
become  physicians  of  this  Society  to  give  just  views  of  the  risks  run 
in  mining  occupations  here.  The  medical  man  must  decide  not  only 
in  the  individual  case,  but  be  able  also  to  give  reasons  for  establish¬ 
ing  general  rules  for  guidance  of  these  institutions  when  doing  busi¬ 
ness  in  this  region.  The  risks  from  accident  in  our  mines  exceed 
those  on  railroads — embracing  not  only  the  elements  of  danger 
there  found,  but  in  addition  those  which  arise  from  explosions' of 
fire-damp,  and  accumulations  of  choke-damp  in  the  workings. 

The  medical  adviser  will  probabty  estimate  the  risks  from  the  last 
sources  as,  at  least,  equal  to  the  ordinary  risks  of  accident  from 
machinery. 

To  these  must  then  be  added  the  daily  injury  sustained  or  suffered 
from  predisposing  and  exciting  causes  of  disease,  as  elaborated 
above. 

On  a  full  review  of  the  whole  subject,  I  could -not  conscientiously 
advise  any  life  insurance  company  to  do  business  among  miners, 
except  on  short  periods  of  risk,  and  at  large  increase  of  percentage.” 

Dr.  Geo.  W.  Brown,  of  Port  Carbon,  reports  that,  during  the  year 
1868,  a  comparatively  healthy  condition  obtained  within  the  bounds 
of  his  practice,  no  epidemics  or  unusual  characteristics  of  the  ordi¬ 
nary  diseases  requiring  special  notice. 

The  following  extract  from  his  report  is  made  here : — 

“  I  have  been  using  the  bromide  of  potassium  during  the  past 
year  in  the  treatment  of  children,  and  I  think  that  in  it  we  have  a 
very  valuable  acquisition  to  our  remedies  in  this  interesting  class 
of  practice.  As  a  large  portion  of  our  little  patients  die  from  con¬ 
gestion  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  supervening  upon  the  irritation 
of  teething  and  indigestion,  so  this  remedy  has  seemed  to  me  par¬ 
ticular^  adapted  to  counteract  or  to  relieve  this  condition. 

In  the  treatment  of  inflammatory  rheumatism,  wfith  heart  com¬ 
plications — of  which  I  had  quite  a  large  number  of  cases  last 
year — I  experimented  freely  with  digitalis  in  small,  medium,  and 
very  large  doses,  and  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  where  either 
endo-  or  pericarditis  existed,  it  had  not  the  slightest  influence  in 
controlling  the  heart’s  action.  I  am  satisfied  that  it  was  not  owing 
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to  inertness  in  the  medicine,  as  the  same  tincture  used  in  other  cases 
produced  its  usual  constitutional  effects.  I  should  like  to  know  if 
such  be  the  experience  of  the  profession  generally.” 

Dr.  P.  W.  Bland,  of  Pottsville,  offered  some  interesting  material 
for  this  report,  a  portion  of  which  is  here  introduced. 

“A  case  of  unusual  interest  presented  itself  in  the  person  of  Mrs. 
W.,  set.  42  years,  suffering  from  recto-ischiatic  fistula.  This  person 
is  subject  to  hepatic  colic  and  biliary  calculi.  During  her  attack, 
in  December,  1868,  she  suffered  terribly.  Constipation  was  the  most 
severe  symptom.  She  was  left  greatly  debilitated.  From  some 
unforeseen  cause,  she  was  alarmed  at  the  passage  of  feces  per  vagi- 
nam.  Upon  examination,  this  state  of  affairs  proved  too  true. 
Not  only  a  recto-vaginal  fistula  existed,  but  also  a  very  large  fistu¬ 
lous  opening,  or  sinus,  leading  from  the  rectum  some  four  inches 
deep  into  the  glutsei  muscles,  together  with  three  distinct  patches 
of  ulceration  in  the  lower  end  of  the  bowel.  The  index-finger  could 
easily  be  passed  into  this  sinus. 

The  patient  was  placed  upon,  general  tonics,  and  an  injection  of 
carbolic  acid  gr.  x,  glycerine  f 3j,  aquae  fjjij,  was  directed  to  be  used 
morning  and  evening.  This  treatment  was  persisted  in  for  five 
•weeks,  with  most  gratifying  success.  The  deep  sinus  closed  up  en¬ 
tirely  ;  the  vaginal  opening  is  now  restricted  to  a  very  small  size. 
The  operation  on  the  vagina  was  refused  by  the  woman.  She  has 
effectually  recovered,  and  is  now  able  to  perform  her  household 
duties. 

Agnes  B.,  set.  8  years,  convalescing,  as  her  mother  stated,  from 
an  attack  of  diphtheria.  I  examined  her  throat,  but  found  no 
evidence  of  the  disease.  The  tonsils  were  swollen,  no  dysphagia, 
no  fever,  and — aside  from  debility — the  general  condition  was  very 
favorable.  I  ordered  tonics — iron  and  quinine,  counter-irritation  to 
the  sides  of  the  neck,  and  Dover’s  powder  at  night.  The  patient 
improved  under  this  treatment,  and  I  directed  its  continuance.  On 
the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  I  was  summoned  very  early,  and 
found  the  left  eyelid  enormously  swollen,  and  the  integuments  dis¬ 
colored  ;  no  fever ;  no  excitement ;  mind  clear ;  faculties  bright. 
I  directed  astringent  lotions  to  the  eye,  and  continued  the  tonic 
treatment.  I  called  again  in  half  an  hour,  and  found  the  right  eye 
taking  on  the  same  action,  while  the  discoloration  of  the  left  eye 
had  deepened  almost  to  black.  The  condition  of  things  was  alarm¬ 
ing.  Within  four  hours  from  its  first  appearance  in  the  morning, 
the  forehead  up  to  the  hair,  the  cheeks,  nose,  upper  lip,  palate, 
tongue,  and  ears,  assumed  this  dark  swollen  condition.  The  left 
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foot  and  leg  were  the  same ;  no  other  portions  of  the  body  were  dis¬ 
colored.  There  was  oozing  of  bloody  serum  from  the  lips  and  nose 
for  two  days.  The  colon  became  intensely  black,  while  vitality  was 
still  retained.  I  had  several  consultations  with  eminent  physicians, 
who  seemed  rather  confused  at  the  remarkable  condition  of  the  pa¬ 
tient.  In  two  days  there  was  no  secretion  of  urine.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  fifth  day,  the  case  terminated  fatally.  During  this  time 
the  patient  had  no  fever ;  no  mental  excitement ;  took  food ;  slept 
well,  and  was  entirely  sensible  up  to  the  last  moment.  The  case  was 
diagnosed  as  an  exaggerated  case  of  purpura.  I  have  searched  in 
vain  for  anything  similar  in  a  large  collection  of  medical  worlds,  and 
have  failed  to  receive  auy  light  on  the  subject. 

I  have  made  use  of  carbolic  acid  as  an  external  agent  in  various 
dilutions,  and  have  always  realized  the  good  effects  which  it  is  re¬ 
puted  to  possess.” 

Dr.  Geo.  B.  H.  Swayze,  of  Mahanoy  City,  writes : — 

“  Presuming  that  neither  the  prevalence  nor  the  character  of  dis¬ 
ease  in  the  region  of  Mahanoj^  City  differs  materially  from  the  aspect 
of  its  existence  in  the  lower  and  more  densely  populated  portions 
of  the  county,  my  contribution  to  the  Society’s  annual  report  con¬ 
sists  of  a  concise  narration  of  some  ‘specialties,’  in  which  the 
writer  has  been  interested  during  the  last  year. 

Sulphite  of  Soda. — In  the  month  of  February,  1868,  an  Essay 
on  the  Therapeutic  Yalue  of  Sulphite  of  Soda,  by  Dr.  Griscom,  of 
New  York  City,  read  before  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society, 
attracted  my  particular  attention.  In  his  paper  Dr.  G.  advances  the 
very  reasonable  argument  that  ‘  the  most  remarkable  cases  of  depra¬ 
vation  of  the  blood  by  the  introduction  of  matters  from  without, 
are  those  in  which  these  matters  act  as  ferments ,  exciting  such  che¬ 
mical  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  fluid,  that  its  whole  cha¬ 
racter  is  speedily  altered,  and  its  vital  properties  impaired.  Of  the 
causes  of  blood  depravity,  one  of  the  most  prolific,  direct,  and  most 
continually  in  operation,  is  that  function  upon  which  the  entire 
structure  of  the  body  is  dependent  for  its  renewal  and  continuance, 
viz.,  digestion  and  assimilation.  Numerous  diseases  areiknown  to 
derive  their  existence  from  either  the  imperfection  of  this  function, 
or  from  the  inclusion  of  improper  material.  To  whatever  circum¬ 
stance  indigestion  may  be  owing,  whether  to  deficiency  of  amount 
of  gastric  juice,  the  privation  of  some  of  its  essential  ingredients, 
or  to  a  defective  capacity  of  the  circulatory  or  nervous  functions,  the 
contents  of  the  stomach  must  undergo  the  decomposition  and  fer¬ 
mentation  which  invariably  occur  with  all  dead  animal  and  vegetable 
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matter,  when  confined  in  vessels  where  they  are  subject  to  the  con¬ 
tinued  influences  of  heat  and  moisture.  To  this  natural  operation 
are  due  the  generation  of  gases  which  give  the  symptom  of  flatu¬ 
lence,  pervading  both  the  gastric  and  intestinal  organs ;  also,  the 
nausea  and  eructation  of  the  food,  so  frequent  in  dyspepsia;  and 
likewise  the  epigastric  pains  so  distressing  in  many  instances;  to¬ 
gether  with  the  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  colic,  and  hepatic  congestion 
and  torpor,  so  frequently  resulting  from  the  presence  of  the  foreign 
masses  thus  retained,  and  imparting,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  foul 
and  injurious  ingredients  to  the  blood  by  absorption.’ 

lie  then  eulogizes  the  sulphite  of  soda  as  a  remedy  in  the  gastric 
and  intestinal  diseases  peculiar  to  the  summer  season,  adopting  as 
the  ground  for  its  employment  the  theory  that,  in  its  modus  ope- 
randi  in  these  complaints,  it  acts  in  the  double  capacity  of  an  anti¬ 
septic  and  astringent. 

Pending  the  view  that  the  sulphite  salt — from  its  chemical  com¬ 
position  of  sulphurous  acid  and  soda — operates  as  an  arrester  and 
preventive  of  fermentative  decomposition  of  food,  and  as  a  compen¬ 
sator,  by  its  acid  constituent,  of  some  deficiency  of  the  gastric 
juice,  thereby  facilitating  the  arrest  of  disease,  and  promoting 
recovery,  by  its  benign  influences  on  the  ingesta  of  the  sick,  I  made 
considerable  trial  of  the  article  during  the  summer  of  last  year,  as 
a  leading  remedy,  combined  with  appropriate  adjuvants,  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  diarrhoea,  vomiting,  and  purging,  acute  dysentery,  cholera 
infantum,  and  gastric  and  intestinal  irritations  in  general,  with  truly 
gratifying  results. 

The  remedy  was  employed  in  eighty-eight  cases,  of  which  num¬ 
ber  eighty-five  recovered.  The  three  cases  that  failed  to  recover 
were  of  the  graver  type  of  cholera  infantum  in  teething  infants  of 
slender  constitution,  that  had  not,  during  their  illness,  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  the  mother’s  milk.  In  no  Case,  however,  did  I  depend  on 
the  sulphite  salt  alone;  but  always  combined  with  it  other  appro¬ 
priate  remedies,  including  tr.  cardamom,  comp.,  tr.  opii  camph.,  tr. 
cinchon.  comp.,  spt.  ether,  nit.,  aqua  menth.,  and  syr.  aurantii  cort. 
When  necessary,  I  also  employed  anodyne  and  stimulating  external 
applications. 

It  is  frequently  apparent  that  young  children  being  raised  by  the 
nursing-bottle ,  as  it  is,  in  ordinary  parlance,  termed,  are  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  cure  when  attacked  with  gastric  and  intestinal  affections, 
than  children  at  the  breast.  In  all  probability,  this  serious  effect 
results  not  so  much  from  the  original  chemical  difference  in  their 
nourishment,  as  in  the  difference  of  its  condition  at  the  time  it  is 
taken  into  the  stomach.  On  the  one  hand,  the  nutriment,  as  drawn 
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by  the  child  from  the  maternal  fount,  is  essentially  fresh  and  sweet ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  nursing-bottle  frequently  becomes 
offensive  from  the  stale  and  decomposing  condition  of  the  accumu¬ 
lations  upon  the  inside  surface,  which  state  rapidly  depraves  the 
nourishing  integrity  of  the  freshest  and  best  milk  with  which  the 
bottle  can  be  replenished.  Also,  the  bottle  is  frequently  filled  with 
milk,  a  portion  only  of  which  is  consumed  bjr  the  child  at  the  time, 
and  the  other  portion  remains  in  the  bottle,  often  several  hours, 
before  it  is  needed  for  use,  when,  if  it  is  not  actually  too  sour  to  the 
taste ,  it  is  considered  by  thoughtless  mothers  and  nurses  a  proper 
article  of  diet  for  the  tender  and  helpless  charge. 

It  has  been  demonstrated  by  microscopical  examination,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  that  after  milk  has  stood  in  a  vessel  long  enough  for  the 
cream  to  separate  and  rise  to  the  surface,  the  spores  of  a  fungus 
are  developed  in  it,  such  as  are  found  in  putrefying  substances. 
These  spores  are  said  to  exist  always  before  the  milk  manifests  any 
sour  taste ;  consequently,  we  are  forced  to  conclude,  by  fair  reason¬ 
ing,  that  children  who  habitually  draw  their  nourishment  through 
the  neck  of  a  nursing-bottle,  are  peculiarly  liable  to  take  into  their 
highly  impressible  systems  food  seriously  deteriorated  with  fungous 
development,  which  originates  disturbances  of  digestion,  sometimes 
exceedingly  difficult  to  control  by  medicinal  treatment,  unless  the 
cause  is  rectified.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  sulphite  of  soda  is 
peculiarly  beneficial  in  this  class  of  cases,  by  its  neutralizing  effect 
on  the  decomposing  process  in  operation  in  the  milk  used  for 
patients’  food,  thus  favoring  their  recovery  from  disease  by  com¬ 
bating  the  cause  of  their  physical  derangements. 

Bromide  of  Potassium. — During  the  last  year,  I  emplo37ed  this 
already  popular  remedy  in  about  two  hundred  cases.  Headland 
classifies  the  article  as  a  general  nerve  sedative ;  and  it  was  gene¬ 
rally  for  the  obtainment  of  this  effect  on  the  system  that  I  resorted 
to  its  use.  That  the  remedy  possesses  antispasmodic  properties  is 
established  bejmnd  a  doubt.  I  witnessed  its  efficiency  in  the  subju¬ 
gation  of  puerperal  convulsions  in  three  cases  ;  while  in  hysterical 
paroxjrsms  I  rely  on  its  use  as  a  principal  means  of  relief. 

In  an  important  case  under  my  care  about  six  months  for  the 
treatment  of  uterine  disease,  I  had  reason  to  believe  the  bromide 
salt  of  special  value  in  the  subjection  of  violent  spasms  with  which 
the  patient  was  seized  on  three  different  occasions.  In  the  instances 
just  referred  to,  both  preceding  to  and  during  the  attacks,  the 
patient  suffered  intense  pain  in  the  top  of  her  head  and  in  the 
region  of  the  womb  simultaneously,  of  which  she  complained  much 
during  her  conscious  moments  between  the  spasmodic  paroxysms. 
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It  is  believed  by  many  that  the  remedy  under  consideration  pos¬ 
sesses  decided  anaphrodisiac  properties.  Now,  if  the  article  has  a 
peculiar  property  of  controlling  morbid  irritability  of  the  mucous 
surfaces  of  the  genital  passages,  and  is  therefore  valuable  in  re¬ 
straining  sexual  excitement,  it  strikes  me  as  rational  to  believe  that 
this  same  peculiar  property  of  the  salt  must  operate  beneficially  in 
cases  of  uterine  irritability  resulting  from  an3r  diseased  condition 
of  the  internal  coat  of  the  womb  and  its  appendages. 

From  experiments  made  with  the  bromide  of  potassium  by  Prof. 
Wm.  A.  Hammond,  lie  has  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  pecu¬ 
liar  effects  of  the  article  in  large  doses  on  the  mind  is  due  to  cere¬ 
bral  anaemia.  If  such  be  the  case,  the  remedy  clearly  possesses 
antiphlogistic  properties,  with  special  action  on  the  circulatory 
vessels  of  the  cerebral  mass,  thus  indicating  that  it  should  be 
ranked  not  only  as  a  general  nerve  sedative,  but  also  as  a  special 
cerebral  antiphlogistic — a  nomenclature  directly  expressive  of  this 
special  action  of  the  remedy,  and  plainly  suggestive  of  its  indication 
in  practice.  For  my  own  part,  I  place  high  estimate  on  the  bromide 
salt  in  the  treatment  of  both  nervous  and  vascular  irritation  of  the 
brain,  and  in  acute  inflammation  of  the  organ  and  its  membranes. 
In  my  hands,  the  bromide  of  potassium  has  had  a  very  happy  effect 
in  relieving  the  cerebral  irritations  and  attending  headaches  of 
teething  children ;  and  my  little  patients  were  never  so  generally 
exempt  from  serious  issues,  through  cephalic  complications,  as 
since  my  habitual  employment  of  this  remedy. 

Bright's  Disease. — On  last  Thanksgiving  Hay,  J.  Gr.  H.,  a  young 
married  gentleman,  26  years  of  age,  relinquished  his  labors  in  a 
drygoods  store,  and  became  a  confirmed  invalid.  He  had  been 
complaining  of  ‘weakness,’  as  he  termed  it,  for  several  months,  but 
experienced  no  alarm  until  he  discovered  his  face  swollen,  which 
excited  the  apprehension  that  he  had  ‘dropsy.’  From  that  time 
until  January  5th  he  was  under  medical  treatment  by  an  efficient 
practitioner  from  another  town.  When  called  to  the  case,  I  readily 
discovered  that  the  patient  had  already  received  a  generally  effec¬ 
tive  treatment,  but  without  substantial  benefit. 

Found  him  in  bed,  extremely  anaemic,  skin  dry,  tongue  dry,  great 
thirst,  urine  scant  and  highly  charged  with  albumen,  abdomen  much 
distended,  feet  swollen,  appetite  defective,  bowels  sluggish,  and  a 
general  prostration  of  strength. 

Remembering  the  unfavorable  prognosis  in  cases  of  confirmed 
albuminuria,  or  albuminous  nephritis,  I  based  my  hope  of  benefiting 
the  patient  only  upon  the  possibility  of  elevating  and  invigorating 
the  life-forces  of  his  system  with  appropriate  tonics  and  nourishment. 
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From  the  fact  that  albuminuria  is  attended  by  a  debilitated  state 
of  the  system,  I  am  greatly  disposed  to  believe  this  condition  of 
general  debility  inaugurates  a  lamentable  predisposition  to  the 
gravely  serious  disease  under  consideration.  The  only  considerable 
pain  complained  of  by  the  patient  was  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys, 
and  was  promptly  relieved  by  anodyne  embrocations.  The  discom¬ 
fort  of  the  abdominal  distension  was  alleviated  by  a  systematic  use 
of  jalap,  combined  with  either  the  bitartrate  of  potassa  or  the  tar¬ 
trate  of  soda  and  potassa.  The  administration  of  Jss  jalap  with 
§ss  of  the  saline,  once  a  day,  resulted  in  the  daily  discharge,  per 
anum,  of  three  to  six  pints  of  water.  For  the  kidneys  and  skin,  I 
prescribed  a  mixture  of  comp.  spts.  juniper,  spts.  eth.  nit.,  syr.  scill., 
and  fl.  ext.  tarax.  To  increase  appetite  and  sustain  strength,  the 
changes  were  rung  on  citrat.  of  iron  and  quinine,  elix.  Calisaya  bark, 
iron,  and  bismuth,  sulphate  of  quinine,  and  pyrophosphate  of  iron, 
syr.  phos.  iron,  quin,  and  strych.,  gentian,  serpentaria,  etc.  Infu¬ 
sions  of  buchu  leaves  and  uva  ursi  leaves  were  employed  as  common 
drink.  Under  the  use  of  these  remedies  he  gradually  rallied,  until 
he  was  enabled  to  leave  his  room  and  walk  about  town  or  ride 
several  miles  with  but  moderate  fatigue.  He  then  left  town  and 
spent  a  month  at  his  father’s,  in  another  county.  While  absent, 
he  rapidly  relapsed.  On  his  return  to  Mahanoy,  I  found  him  much 
worse  in  every  respect.  Besides  an  aggravation  of  all  the  previous 
symptoms,  the  patient  had  a  troublesome  cough,  which  he  con¬ 
sidered  the  effects  of  a  cold  contracted  during  his  absence.  After  a 
profuse  expectoration  for  about  ten  days,  the  cough  subsided.  To 
repeated  inquiries,  he  always  asserted  he  had  neither  pain  nor  sore¬ 
ness  in  the  region  of  the  lungs.  From  the  date  of  his  return  his 
descent  to  the  grave  was  rapid.  The  stomach  would  scarcely  tol¬ 
erate  any  medicine;  the  appetite  failed;  dropsical  effusions  rapidly 
increased;  lumbar  pains  became  unbearable;  secretion  of  urine 
almost  entirely  ceased ;  feet,  limbs,  privates,  and  abdomen  were 
fearfully  distended ;  and  after  a  brief  season  of  intense  suffering, 
he  suddenly  expired. 

Autopsy  eight  hours  after  death. — Rigor  mortis  slight  in  degree. 
Marked  discoloration  of  skin  over  sides  and  back.  By  introduction 
of  trocar  and  canula  into  peritoneal  cavity,  there  escaped  about 
eighteen  pints  of  water,  amber-tinted,  and  highly  charged  with  a 
peculiar  urino-ammoniacal  odor.  On  opening  the  abdominal  cavity, 
the  peritoneal  membrane  presented  a  congested  appearance.  The 
great  omental  portion  was  shrivelled,  nearly  destitute  of  adipose 
deposit,  yellow  in  color,  veined  with  a  network  of  red  and  purple 
from  a  congested,  and,  doubtless,  highly  irritated  state  of  its  cir- 
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dilatory  vessels.  Intestines  appeared  healthy.  Stomach  distended 
with  gas — not  opened.  Liver  seemed  of  normal  size  and  density. 
Externally,  it  was  smooth,  but  slightly  paler  than  in  a  state  of 
health.  A  fresh  section  revealed  a  grayish  tint  of  color,  inter¬ 
mingled  with  the  natural  red  color  of  the  organ.  This  appearance 
undoubtedly  depended  on  a  state  of  moderate  fatty  degeneration 
of  portions  of  the  tissue  irregularly  distributed  through  the  orga¬ 
nization,  producing  what  I  presume  to  be  an  example  of  the  nutmeg 
liver  of  authors.  The  left  kidney  was  enlarged  in  size,  its  long 
diameter  being  five  inches.  Its  surface  was  unevenly  granulated, 
of  a  pale,  graj^  hue,  relieved  b}r  the  red  and  purple  of  vascular  con¬ 
gestion.  The  cortical  and  pyramidal  substance  was  a  mass  of  gray 
formation,  the  cells  of  which  contained  a  grayish  puriform  fluid, 
easily  collected  by  scraping  the  cut  surface.  Evidences  of  suppu¬ 
ration  were  present  in  the  pyramidal  portion  and  pelvis,  and  several 
small  cysts  were  found  containing  pus.  The  granulated  structure 
was  tough  and  “gritty”  under  the  knife,  and  maintained  its  cohesive 
integrity  when  subjected  to  rather  severe  scraping.  The  condition 
of  the  right  kidney  resembled  that  of  the  left,  with  the  exception 
that  the  diseased  state  was  not  so  far  advanced.  The  apex  of  the 
left  lung  was  in  a  state  of  incomplete  hepatization,  and  the  apex 
of  the  right  lung  was  considerably  softened.  Specimens  from  both 
lungs  were  carefully  examined  for  the  presence  of  tuberculous 
deposits,  but  none  discovered.  The  quantity  of  water  taken  from 
the  body  was  twenty-four  pints. 

Cerebritis ;  Intussusception. — This  important  and  very  instruc¬ 
tive  case  merits  the  particular  attention  of  young  practitioners,  as 
it  affords  a  valuable  illustration  of  the  difficulties  that  sometimes 
beset  his  professional  pathway  when  endeavoring  to  establish  a 
correct  diagnosis  of  disease,  and,  consequently,  its  proper  mode  of 
treatment. 

The  case  was  that  of  a  little  boy  five  years  of  age.  My  first  visit 
was  made  on  the  26th  of  January  last,  at  which  time  I  was  called  to 
see  the  patient  in  consultation  with  the  attending  family  physician, 
and  learned  the  following  history :  For  a  year  or  two  the  boy  had 
been  occasionally  annoyed  with  ascarides,  for  the  relief  of  which  it 
wTas  necessary  to  administer  anthelmintic  remedies,  both  by  the 
mouth  and  per  anum.  About  the  12th  of  January,  the  father  of  the 
child  called  on  his  doctor  for  something  for  these  worms,  and,  in 
response  to  the  remedies  obtained,  a  quantity  of  the  ascarides  were 
discharged.  The  boy,  however,  continued  unwell,  complaining  of 
pain  in  the  abdomen,  sometimes  was  dull  and  feverish,  while  at 
other  times  he  had  appetite,  enjoyed  food,  was  free  from  pain,  and 
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played  around  as  though  nothing  was  the  matter.  On  the  23d  the 
doctor  was  called  in  to  see  the  patient.  He  then  complained  of 
pain  in  the  bowels ;  was  frequently  picking  at  his  nose ;  appetite 
poor ;  had  slight  fever ;  abdomen  very  slightly  tympanitic ;  bowels 
rather  costive,  and  considerably  troubled  with  vomiting — during 
the  course  of  which  he  threw  up  a  couple  of  worms.  The  doctor 
supposed  the  patient  yet  suffering  from  the  presence  of  worms,  and 
prescribed  accordingly — with  the  effect  of  opening  the  bowels  mode¬ 
rately  and  checking  the  emesis.  It  is  here  worthy  of  note  that  the 
vomiting  ceased  on  the  24th  and  did  not  return.  On  the  25th  he 
complained  of  headache,  and  the  pupils  of  the  eyes  sometimes 
assumed  an  unnatural  appearance,  which  excited  the  doctor’s  fears, 
himself  having  just  lost  an  interesting  little  daughter  with  disease 
of  the  brain.  He  administered  calomel  in  liberal  doses  to  increase 
the  activity  of  the  bowels,  but  found  it  necessary  also  to  employ  an 
enema  before  an  average  dejection  was  obtained.  When  I  saw  the 
case  next  day,  the  patient  was  restless,  occasionally  tossing  from 
side  to  side,  with  pains,  sometimes  in  the  head,  sometimes  in  the 
bowels.  Between  the  paroxysms  of  pain  he  would  lie  quiet,  as 
though  sleeping.  On  rousing  him,  the  pupils  were  found  dilated, 
tongue  dryish,  and  intelligence  unimpaired.  The  skin  was  dry,  and 
the  pulse  slow ,  soft,  and  intermittent. 

Concluding  that  there  existed  a  congested  state  of  the  brain, 
torpor  of  the  bowels  being  a  common  accompaniment  of  head  dis¬ 
eases,  it  was  recommended  to  administer  cerebral  sedatives  and 
bowel  excitants  internally,  counter-irritation  to  the  spine  and  ab¬ 
domen,  in  conjunction  with  mustard  pediluvia,  and  an  occasional 
enema.  The  bromide  of  potassium  was  administered  in  eight  grain 
doses  every  four  hours,  alternated  with  a  mixture  consisting  of  liq. 
potass,  citrat.,  fl.  ext.  tarax.,  tr.  gelsem.  sempervir.,  fl.  ext.  senna, 
made  palatable  with  mint-water  and  syrup  of  orange-peel.  Small 
doses  of  calomel  were  continued. 

On  the  27th  the  case  was  reported  to  me  as  being  better.  On  the 
28th,  however,  I  was  again  desired  to  see  the  case  in  consultation — 
which  was  the  last  time  I  saw  the  child  before  death.  There  had 
occurred  several  spasms,  pupils  dilated  and  fixed,  intelligence 
suspended,  pulse  frequent  and  intermittent,  skin  dry,  tongue  coated, 
head  rather  hot,  bowels  inactive,  some  restlessness,  tossing  of  arms, 
respiration  irregular  and  defective.  Blisters  had  been  applied  to 
the  legs  and  vesication  produced  before  my  arrival.  I  recommended 
the  bromide  of  potassium  to  be  again  administered  in  eight  grain 
doses,  every  four  hours,  alternating  with  doses  of  a  relaxing  mix¬ 
ture,  consisting'of  jalap,  rhubarb,  aloes,  and  mass  hydrarg.  AIus- 
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tard  was  applied  to  the  extremities,  and  an  ice-bladder  to  the  head, 
with  several  folds  of  muslin  interposed.  This  treatment  resulted 
in  the  suppression  of  the  spasms — otherwise  there  was  no  improve¬ 
ment. 

The  father  then  consulted  a  physician  in  an  adjoining  county, 
stated  the  case  to  the  doctor  as  well  as  he  could,  and  received 
written  advice  to  the  attending  physician,  the  import  of  which  was, 
that,  to  save  the  patient,  active  anthelmintics  should  be  adminis¬ 
tered  ;  evidently  on  the  presumption  that  worms  were  the  cause  of 
the  whole  trouble — and  the  following  was  prescribed:  R. — Infus. 
spigeliaeToj,  vini  aloes  f§j,  ext.  jalap.  3j?  ext.  rhei  5j?  ext.  colocynth. 
comp.  gr.  ii,  to  be  given  in  teaspoonful  doses.  Failing  to  operate 
on  the  bowels,  this  mixture  was  to  be  followed  by  castor  oil  and 
turpentine,  in  equal  quantities,  in  teaspoonful  doses,  every  two 
hours.  I  believe  about  two  ounces  of  the  latter  was  administered 
before  a  motion  was  obtained — and  even  that  dejection,  I  believe, 
was  elicited  by  enemata.  Death  occurred  on  the  7th  of  February. 
By  invitation,  I  conducted  the  post-mortem  on  the  8th. 

On  raising  the  skull-cap  the  brain  appeared  to  rise  or  spring  up¬ 
wards,  as  from  a  compressed  position.  The  dura  mater  was  purpled 
by  the  coagulated  contents  of  the  veins,  but  did  not  present  par¬ 
ticular  evidence  of  disease.  Pia  mater  but  moderately  congested, 
except  in  portions  dipping  down  between  the  convolutions.  On 
raising  the  anterior  portion  of  the  cerebrum,  two  or  three  ounces  of 
turbid  fluid  escaped,  a  portion  of  which  undoubtedly  flowed  from 
the  ventricles.  After  removing  the  brain,  the  walls  of  the  ventricles, 
as  well  as  a  large  portion  of  the  left  hemisphere  of  the  cerebrum, 
were  found  to  be  disorganized.  The  medullary  substance  of  the 
middle  lobe  was  reduced  to  the  consistency  of  thick  cream,  and  a 
portion  of  the  gray  matter  was  almost  as  soft.  The  pons  Yarolii 
was  also  somewhat  softened.  The  coverings  of  the  cerebellum 
and  medulla  oblongata  were  congested.  The  great  omentum  was 
shrunken,  wasted,  and  of  rather  bright  red  color  in  portions ;  the 
liver  unaffected ;  spleen  natural ;  stomach  empty,  translucent ;  in¬ 
testines  nearly  empty  throughout.  Duodenum  and  jejunum  slightly 
congested  on  serous  surface ;  ilium  inflamed  towards  terminating 
portion,  which  I  discovered  to  be  in  a  state  of  quadrupled  intus¬ 
susception.  The  invaginations  were  situated  from  ten  to  twenty 
inches  apart.  The  first,  second,  and  third  were  complete  and  well 
marked;  the  fourth  rather  incomplete.  No  worms  were  found  in 
either  the  stomach  or  intestinal  tube.  I  believe  the  intussusceptions 
were  caused  by  the  cathartics  used  for  the  expulsion  of  worms 
during  the  treatment  of  the  case.” 
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Dr.  Theo.  B.  Castle’s  report  affords  the  subjoined  extracts : — 

“  During  the  past  year  there  has  been  considerable  sickness  in 
the  section  of  the  county  where  my  practice  lies. 

The  diseases  have  generally  been  amenable  to  treatment  and 
devoid  of  special  interest.  Zymotic  diseases  have  prevailed  more 
or  less  extensively,  and  at  times  with  severity  and  some  fatality  ; 
scarlatina  and  diphtheria  especially. 

Last  summer  I  had  many  cases  of  typho-malarial  fever,  all  of  a 
mild  type,  save  in  one  damp,  swampy  neighborhood,  where  the  dis¬ 
ease  prevailed  in  a  somewhat  aggravated  form.  These  cases  were 
all  of  a  very  poor,  badly  nourished  class.  Beef-tea,  brandy,  quinise 
sulph.,  ol.  terebinth.,  were  the  remedies  used.  I  look  upon  the  beef- 
tea  and  brandy  in  such  cases  as  essentially  medicaments.  There 
was  less  cholera  infantum  than  the  previous  year,  and  of  a  much 
more  manageable  type.  I  had  also  a  few  cases  of  dysentery,  which 
generally  yielded  to  a  saline  purge  followed  by  opiates.  In  the 
early  fall,  scarlatina  appeared,  and  as  is  the  frequent  habit  with  the 
exanthemata,  prevailed  at  first  with  great  severity.  Of  the  first 
eight  cases  I  lost  three;  two  were  cases  of  scarlatina  maligna,  and 
one  a  case  of  scarlatina  anginosa  with  extensive  sloughing.  The 
disease  continued  through  the  fall  and  winter,  and  still  lingers.  I 
have  had  some  twenty -five  cases  in  all,  and  no  deaths  save  the  three 
mentioned.  The  scarlatina  was  followed  by  less  than  usual  of  the 
severe  sequelae ;  but  one  case  of  arthritic  rheumatism  with  effusion, 
very  little  nephritic  disease  with  anasarca,  occasional  swellings  and 
gatherings  of  the  lymphatics  of  the  neck  or  groin,  running  from 
the  ear,  etc. 

Treatment. — Tr.  ferri  chloridi.,  potass,  chloras,  quiniae  sulph., 
beef-tea,  stimulants.  Aq.  sol.  of  chlorine  in  severe  cases,  acid, 
muriat.  or  argent,  nit.  locally  applied  to  the  throat,  ice  ad  libitum, 
ice  to  the  throat  if  necessary. 

Diphtheria  has  prevailed,  at  times,  in  neighborhoods  where  scarlet 
fever  was  present,  again  where  there  were  no  indications  of  the 
presence  of  scarlatina.  I  have  had  in  the  same  house  a  mild  case 
of  scarlatina  without  sore  throat,  and  the  diphtheritic  throat  with¬ 
out  any  eruption.  I  have  had  two  fatal  cases  of  diphtheritic  croup, 
both  of  which  were  seen  late.  I  treat  diphtheria  as  I  do  other 
cases  of  blood  poisoning.  In  mild  cases  of  diphthei’itic  exudation 
confined  to  the  buccal  cavity  and  fauces,  occurring  in  children,  I 
have  been  pleased  with  the  action  of  sulphite  of  soda  as  a  wash  and 
also  internally  administered.  In  the  eczema  capitis  of  teething 
children  I  have  found  the  same  remedy  very  efficacious  as  a  wash 
In  rheumatism  I  use  the  alkaline  treatment:  potass,  acetas,  or 
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potass,  bicarb,  with  opiates,  vapor  baths,  sometimes  hot  alkaline 
baths  to  very  painful  swollen  joints  ;  potass,  iocl.  and  quinise  sulph. 
I  have  found  very  useful  in  combination ;  sodse  sulphis  I  have  found 
in  two  very  obstinate  cases  to  prove  very  beneficial  where  other 
remedies  had  failed.  I  gave  gr.  x  to  3j  every  two  or  three  hours. 
In  cases  with  cardiac  complication  I  have  used  potass,  iod.,  opium, 
arterial  sedatives  (tr.  verat.  vir.),  and  blisters.  For  stiffness  of  the 
joints  during  convalescence,  iodide  of  potassium  and  iron  were 
given,  and  iodine  locally  applied;  throughout  the  disease  I  keep 
the  bowels  soluble  with  magnesite  sulphas,  magnesite  carbonas,  and 
acetic  extract  of  colchicum  in  combination. 

Two  well-marked  cases  of  chorea  occurring  in  female  children 
have  lately  come  under  my  observation.  The  elder  girl  (age  12 
years)  presented  no  one  evident  positive  cause,  save  that  she  was 
slightly  antemic.  The  younger  girl  (age  7  years)  had  a  mouth 
full  of  deformed  teeth  with  swollen  gums  (no  indication  of  syphilis 
in  parents  or  child).  I  extracted  the  teeth,  supposing  a  reflex  irri¬ 
tation  of  the  brain  was  induced  by  their  presence.  No  immediate 
benefit  followed  the  removal  of  the  teeth.  In  both  cases  there  were 
all  the  irregular  actions  of  the  voluntary  muscles,  twitching  of  the 
muscles  of  the  face,  impeded  articulation,  slight  amentia.  In  both 
cases  I  used  bromide  of  potassium,  and  continued  the  remedy  for 
four  weeks  in  the  case  of  the  elder  girl,  and  over  two  months  in  the 
case  of  the  younger.  Iron  was  also  sparingly  given,  with  stimu¬ 
lating  liniments  to  the  spine.  The  elder  girl  has  recovered  entirely, 
and  is  now  going  to  school ;  the  younger  is  better,  and  bids  fair  to 
be  soon  well.  Ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  very  prevalent  the  first 
half  of  the  year,  many  of  the  new-born  infants  having  the  affection, 
which,  however,  yielded  readily  to  nit.  argent,  gr.  x,  aqua  %j.” 

II.  Surgical. — Dr.  Geo.  W.  Drown  reports  a  case  of  gunshot 
wound  in  which  a  ramrod  and  a  large  load  of  shot  passed  through 
the  metacarpal  bones  of  the  middle  and  ring  fingers  without  break¬ 
ing  them,  and  where  recovery  ensued  without  any  untoward  symp¬ 
toms  in  an  incredibly  short  space  of  time,  the  result  being 
attributed  to  free  openings  made  through  the  hand,  and  the  excel¬ 
lent  condition  of  the  patient. 

Dr.  D.  W.  Bland  reports  the  following: — 

“Michael  W.,  set.  35  years,  received  a  severe  laceration  of  the  foot 
by  being  caught  between  the  flange  of  the  car-wheel  and  the  rail. 
The  sole  of  the  foot  was  torn  nearly  half  away,  while  the  dorsum  was 
ruptured  in  several  places.  The  suffering  was  intense.  After  the  in- 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


503 


flammatory  symptoms  were  subdued,  the  patient  was  placed  upon 
good,  nutritious  diet,  iron  and  quinine,  with  flaxseed  poultices  to  the 
foot.  Suppuration  was  freely  established,  and  healthy  granulations 
were  appearing  rapidly.  At  the  end  of  the  third  week,  symptoms  of 
tetanus  were  evident.  Counter-irritation  to  the  spine  with  aconite 
and  chloroform,  and  full  doses  of  opium  internally  gave  relief. 
This,  however,  was  only  temporary.  The  symptoms  returned  with 
renewed  violence.  Opisthotonos,  spasms,  and  the  trismatic  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  jaws  followed  in  rapid  succession.  The  Calabar  bean 
was  used,  tr.  cannabis  Indicae  in  doses  that  would  have  destroyed 
life  under  ordinary  circumstances,  and,  in  fact,  the  supply  of  reme¬ 
dies  was  exhausted  without  any  evident  relief.  This  continued, 
strange  as  it  may  seem,  for  three  weeks.  The  patient  was  fed  on 
milk  and  sherry  wine,  whiskey  and  egg-nogg.  In  two  days  he  was 
unable  to  swallow  even  fluids.  The  foot  continued  to  discharge 
freely  under  warm  poulticing.  During  the  trismatic  condition,  the 
usual  treatment  of  the  injured  part  was  used  in  conjunction  with  the 
general  treatment  for  trismus,  and  no  one  remedy  seemed  to  have 
any  decided  effect.  The  man,  however,  made  a  very  good  recovery, 
and  has  a  useful  foot.” 

Dr.  Bland  reports  the  following  singular  phenomena  as  caused 
by  administering  an  anaesthetic ;  contraction  of  the  left  pupil,  dila¬ 
tation  of  the  right,  both  eyes  insensible  to  light  and  to  the  touch, 
and  the  patient  conversing  rationally.  Its  further  use  was  discon¬ 
tinued.  The  general  health  of  the  patient  was  excellent. 

This  portion  of  the  report  will  be  closed  with  a  paper  read  before 
the  Society  by  Dr.  John  T.  Carpenter,  of  Pottsville. 

“On  Amputation  by  Anterior  Flap  on  the  Leg  and  Thigh. — I  pro¬ 
pose  to  make  a  few  remarks  introductory  to  the  subject  of  anterior 
flap  operations  in  amputations  of  the  leg  and  thigh ;  and  to  present, 
for  the  personal  inspection  of  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  case 
in  which  the  results  of  this  operation  are  very  fairly  displayed,  more 
than  three  years  having  elapsed  since  the  date  of  operation. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  advocates  of  the  flap  and  of  the  circu¬ 
lar  operations  have,  in  turns,  seemed  to  carry  with  them  the  suf¬ 
frages  of  the  profession.  The  splendid  successes  and  rare  skill  of 
Liston,  however,  seem  to  have  finally  inclined  the  majority  to  the 
almost  exclusive  employment  of  the  flap  method.  The  various  in¬ 
ventive  minds  of  surgeons  have  altered  and  improved  this  method, 
each  according  to  his  own  fancy  or  experience.  We  have  had  both 
the  antero-posterior  and  the  lateral  flap  methods ;  then  the  oblique 
and  the  oval  operations.  There  have  been  square  or  rectangular 
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flaps,  the  triple  flaps,  and,  finally,  the  single  flap.  This  last  has  met 
with  some  success  in  army  practice.  Originated  in  Bellevue  Hos¬ 
pital  before  the  late  civil  war,  it  was  first  employed  in  the  army  by 
one  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital  surgeons,  Dr.  Wm.  Henry  Church. 
As  Medical  Director  of  General  Burnside’s  army,  he  issued  instruc¬ 
tions  to  the  surgeons  of  that  force,  while  on  the  North  Carolina 
expedition,  requesting  them  to  employ  the  anterior  flap  method  in 
amputations  of  the  leg  and  thigh.  The  results  of  the  practice  were 
exceedingly  satisfactory,  and  led  to  a  repetition  of  these  instruc¬ 
tions  to  the  medical  officers  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio,  as  well  as  to 
a  short  article  in  the  American  Medical  Times  from  the  pen  of  Dr. 
Church. 

In  giving  directions  for  the  operation,  he  insists  upon  making  the 
length  of  the  flap  sufficient  to  reach  to  the  rear  of  the  stump  with¬ 
out  stretching,  and  that  the  soft  parts,  posteriorly,  be  divided  by  a 
perpendicular  sweep  to  the  bone. 

The  advantages  claimed  are,  first,  with  regard  to  the  wound : — 

That  the  vessels  are  divided  transversely  (as  in  the  circular  me¬ 
thod),  and  more  readily  secured. 

That  drainage  is  more  perfect,  and  therefore  less  liability  to  bag¬ 
ging  of  pus  exists. 

That  union  by  the  first  intention  is  more  likely  to  occur  under 
the  above  circumstances. 

Second,  with  regard  to  the  stump :  That  no  tenderness  can  be 
caused  by  pressure  upon  the  nerve  in  the  face  of  the  stump,  inas¬ 
much  as  it  has  been  cut  off,  with  the  main  vessels  in  the  rear.  That 
an  unbroken  surface  of  the  normal  tissues  extends  across  the  end 
of  the  bone,  not  liable  to  bruising,  or  to  ulceration,  or  tearing 
open. 

That  an  artificial  limb  can  be  adjusted  much  more  satisfactorily, 
its  pressure  being  exerted  mainly  against  the  anterior  portion  and 
face  of  the  stump. 

With  these  few  remarks  on  the  general  ideas  of  the  anterior  flap 
operation,  I  will  relate  the  history  of  the  case,  whose  results  can 
now  be  examined  by  ocular  inspection. 

David  Llewellyn,  set.  12  years,  was  injured  August  1 1,  1865,  by 
falling  under  loaded  cars,  while  they  were  in  motion.  Examination 
disclosed  such  extensive  laceration  of  the  muscles  and  integument, 
that,  although  no  fracture  existed,  and  the  femoral  artery  was  intact, 
amputation  was  recommended.  Consent  was  refused  by  the  parents, 
and  the  limb  was  dressed  under  protest,  and  with  a  full  and  explicit 
statement  that  mortification  might  be  expected.  This  set  in  about 
the  fourth  day,  and  life  was  despaired  of.  Upon  the  thirteenth  day 
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after  the  injury,  with  well-formed  lines  of  demarcation,  the  poste¬ 
rior  part  of  the  limb,  as  high  as  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  being  in  a 
state  of  moist  gangrene,  it  was  resolved  to  amputate. 

The  parts  were  most  favorably  disposed  for  the  anterior  flap  ope¬ 
ration,  the  gangrene  having  spared  much  of  the  anterior  tissues  of 
the  leg  and  thigh.  Accordingly,  assisted  by  Dr.  James  S.  Carpen¬ 
ter,  I  transfixed  the  thigh  anteriorly  at  its  middle  third,  and  carried 
the  knife  down  close  to  the  bone,  until  it  nearly  reached  the  knee, 
where  I  completed  the  flap.  A  perpendicular  cut  was  next  made 
posteriorly,  dividing  everything  down  to  the  bone,  on  a  level  with 
the  base  of  the  anterior  flap.  After  removing  the  bone,  and  tying 
the  arteries,  the  flap  was  drawn  over  the  bone,  and  united  poste¬ 
riorly  by  interrupted  sutures. 

The  progress  toward  cure  was  perfectly  uninterrupted,  and  the 
results  are,  as  may  be  seen,  highly  satisfactory.” 

III.  Obstetric. — Dr.  Theo.  B.  Castle,  of  New  Philadelphia,  fur¬ 
nishes  the  following: — 

“  There  has  been  considerable  tendency  to  puerperal  fever  during 
the  year.  The  cases  seen  by  me  were  nearly  all  of  a  mild  character, 
yielding  to  brisk  mercurial  purges  and  full  doses  of  opium.  One 
case  of  uterine  phlebitis  was  rapidly  fatal.  Symptoms — protracted 
chill;  high  fever;  tremors  of  the  muscles  of  the  face;  dry,  brown 
tongue ;  vomiting  ;  rapid,  weak  pulse  ;  incoherence ;  coma ;  rapid 
exhaustion  ;  lochia  suppressed ;  abdomen  not  tympanitic ;  no  pain, 
except  on  pressure  from  the  iliac  regions  upon  the  uterus;  veins 
of  right  leg  and  of  the  popliteal  space  hard  and  cord-like  to  the 
touch  ;  femoral  vein  normal ;  right  leg  painful,  if  moved,  not  other¬ 
wise. 

I  have  had  one  case  of  prolapse  of  the  funis  during  the  year.  The 
cord  was  well  down  in  the  vagina,  the  head  engaged,  and  the  labor 
very  active  when  I  arrived ;  consequently  I  did  nothing  save  to 
notify  the  parties  interested  that  the  child  was  lost.” 

Dr.  Geo.  W.  Brown  reports : — 
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Late  in  the  year  I  had  a  few  cases  of  puerperal  fever  which  re¬ 
covered  under  the  usual  treatment.  Two  cases  of  puerperal  con¬ 
vulsions  recovered  under  bleeding,  purgatives,  and  anesthetics.” 

Dr.  John  T.  Carpenter  reports  statistics  for  the  year  as  follows : — 
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Complications. 

Puerperal  convulsions,  3.  Prolapsus  funis,  1.  Adh.  placenta,  1. 


Obstetric  Operations. 

,  At  superior  strait,  17 
Version  by  the  feet,  1.  Forceps,  49  <  In  pelvis,  28 

"  At  inferior  strait,  4 

Defective  Development. 

Harelip  and  double  talipes  varus  ......  1 

Chloroform  was  administered  in  thirty-six  cases,  in  quantities 
from  one-half  to  three  ounces.  No  unpleasant  symptoms,  or  any 
after  troubles  traceable  to  its  use,  have  occurred  to  make  me  regret 
its  habitual  employment  in  severe  labors. 

The  forceps  have  been  used  freely  in  over  forty-two  per  cent,  of 
the  cases.  To  make  it  apparent  that  no  undue  haste  was  made,  I 
have  constructed  the  subjoined  table  of  the  duration  of  these 
labors : — 


Under  5 

hours, 

18, 

and  forceps  cases,  1 

From  5  to  10 

66 

23, 

a 

66 

“  11 

“  10  to  15 

a 

31, 

66 

66 

“  15 

“  15  to  20 

u 

5, 

u 

66 

“  5 

“  20  to  25 

u 

14, 

u 

66 

“  8 

“  25  to  30 

66 

5, 

u 

66 

“  2 

“  30  to  40 

u 

3, 

u 

66 

“  1 

Over  48 

u 

2, 

66 

66 

“  2 

Not  noted, 

15, 

66 

66 

“  4 

11(1 
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It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  use  of  chloroform  to  relieve  suffering, 
and  the  forceps  to  shorten  labor,  go  together.  No  death  occurred 
in  my  obstetric  practice  during  the  year,  and  of  the  five  dead-born 
children  at  term,  two  were  lost  by  puerperal  eclampsia,  one  by  pro¬ 
lapsed  funis,  one  is  the  case  of  defective  development  reported 
above,  and  the  last  died,  before  labor  came  on,  from  causes  to  me 
unknown.  The  forceps,  in  my  hands,  have  been  the  means  of  sav¬ 
ing  many  children  who  would  otherwise  have  been  stillborn  ;  and 
without  permission  to  employ  chloroform  in  every  case  of  severe 
labor,  I  would  scarcely  be  willing  to  practise  midwifery.” 
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Venango  lies  next  to  the  most  western  range  of  counties  of  the 
State,  adjoining  Crawford  and  Warren  on  the  north,  Forest  and 
Clarion  on  the  east,  Clarion  and  Butler  on  the  south,  Mercer  and 
Crawford  on  the  West. 

Yenango  County  was  taken  from  Alleghany  and  Lycoming 
Counties,  by  an  act  of  Assembly  passed  March  12th,  1800,  and  was 
organized  for  judicial  purposes  by  act  of  April  1st,  1805.  In  1839, 
Clarion  County  was  organized  from  a  portion  of  its  eastern  terri¬ 
tory.  The*  county  now  forms  a  very  irregular  figure,  with  many 
angles,  and  contains  about  850  square  miles. 

The  population  is  about  15,000.  The  surface  of  the  county  is 
rather  broken  and  rough.  The  Alleghany  River  flows  nearly  through 
the  centre  of  the  county,  but  such  is  the  structure  of  the  land  that 
it  runs  toward  evei’y  point  of  the  compass  in  its  course  through 
the  county.  Bituminous  coal  is  found  in  the  southern,  western, 
and  central  portions,  and  almost  in  every  portion;  the  hills  and 
high  lands  abound  in  iron  ore  of  good  quality. 

The  streams  are  all  rapid  and  subject  to  frequent  and  sudden 
floodings,  inundating  the  adjacent  flats.  The  Alleghany  River  and 
French  Creek  are  the  principal  streams.  The  fall  in  the  Alleghany 
averages  about  five  and  a  third  feet  per  mile.  Besides  the  Alleghany 
and  French  Creek,  there  are  numerous  other  streams.  The  most 
important  is  Oil  Creek,  entering  the  Alleghany  seven  miles  above 
Franklin.  Its  tributaries  are  Cherry  Run,  Cherry  Tree  Run,  and 
Cornplanters  Run,  Horse  Creek,  eleven  miles  above  Franklin,  Pit- 
hole  Creek,  sixteen  miles,  and  Hemlock  Creek,  twenty-one  miles 
above  Franklin.  Below  Franklin,  and  flowing  into  the  Alleghany, 
we  have  East  Sandy,  Big  Sandy,  and  Scrubgrass  Creeks.  As  tribu¬ 
taries  of  French  Creek,  we  have  Sugar  Creek,  Mill  Creek,  and  Deer 
Creek.  Some  of  these  names,  although  belonging  to  insignificant 
streams,  are  familiar  terms  from  Maine  to  the  great  West. 

Franklin  City,  the  county  seat  of  Yenango  County,  is  located 
seventy  miles  above  Pittsburg  by  canal,  and  about  double  that  dis- 
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tance  by  the  course  of  the  Alleghany  River.  It  is  about  sixty 
miles  from  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  ancl  it  is  perhaps  fifty 
miles  from  the  great  table  land  or  dividing  ridges,  thus  separating 
the  waters  of  the  Alleghany  Yalley  from  those  of  Lake  Erie.  It 
was  laid  out  in  1195  by  Commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature.  It  has  a  population  of  about  8000, 
and  three  railroads,  one  terminating  there. 

Oil  City  is  situated  at  the  mouth  of  Oil  Creek,  and  lies  on  both 
sides  of  the  Creek,  extending  up  the  steep  bluff  that  rises  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  creek.  It  contains  probably  4000  inhabitants, 
and  is  a  place  of  wonderful  activity  and  enterprise.  It  contains 
two  banks  of  issue,  and  one  of  exchange  and  deposit.  On  the  op¬ 
posite  side  of  the  river  is  situated  Yenango  City,  a  town  of  much 
promise  and  beauty  of  location.  Further  up  Oil  Creek  we  have 
Rouseville,  McCliutockville,  Petroleum  Centre,  and  other  villages 
along  the  tralley,  making  almost  a  continuous  city  from  Oil  City  to 
Titusville,  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles.  There  are  other  towns  con¬ 
nected  with  the  oil  business ;  Cooperstown,  nine  miles  from  Frank¬ 
lin  on  Sugar  Creek ;  TJtica,  the  same  distance  above  Eranklin  on 
French  Creek;  Waterloo,  six  miles  above  Franklin  on  Big  Sandy 
Creek.  Pit-IIole  City,  aud  Pleasantville  are  places  of  considerable 
importance. 

The  population  of  Yenango  County  is  of  a  mixed  lineage,  being 
English,  Scotch,  Irish,  and  German.  Their  chief  employment  may 
be  said  to  be  operating  in  the  oil  business,  though  agriculture  is 
carried  on  to  some  extent. 

Petroleum  is  the  "chief  production  of  Yenango  County.  This 
is  obtained  by  boring  artificial  holes  in  the  rock,  then  tubing  and 
pumping  them. 

As  an  indication  of  the  strata,  the  following  is  a  register  of  a 
well  bored  on  Oil  Creek: — 


To  the  rock, 

.  33  feet. 

Thickness  of  first  shale, 

.  127  “ 

First  sand  rock, 

.  25  “ 

Second  shale, 

.  60  “ 

Second  sand  rock, 

.  40  “ 

Third  shale,  . 

22  “ 

Third  sand  rock, 

.  28  “ 

Fourth  shale, 

.  215  “ 

Fourth  sand  rock, 

.  50  “ 

600  feet. 

In  the  second  rock  there  was  a  rose  tint  approaching  a  flesh 
color  that  has  frequently  been  perceptible  in  those  deep  sand  rocks. 
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The  upper  stratum  of  shale  is  much  the  thickest.  The  first  sand¬ 
stone  rock  is  not  so  uniform  in  thickness  as  the  second  or  third, 
nor  is  it  quite  so  thick.  A  well  is  not  considered  finished  until  it 
has  passed  through  the  third  sand  rock,  as  the  largest  and  best 
wells  have  been  found  in  this  stratum.  Nor  have  many  gone  below 
this.  Still,  a  few  have  bored  a  few  hundred  feet  below  with  various 
results.  There  is  a  well  two  miles  below  Titusville,  bored  to  the 
depth  of  twelve  hundred  feet,  and  has  not  reached  the  third  sand 
rock,  showing  that  there  is  a  dip  of  the  rock  towards  the  north. 
At  Franklin  the  third  sand  rock  is  reached  at  the  depth  of  three 
hundred  feet;  at  Pleasantville,  sixteen  miles  north,  at  about  eight 
hundred  feet. 

As  a  medical  agent  petroleum  has  long  held  a  place  in  the  esti¬ 
mation  of  the  world.  It  is  quoted  in  the  oldest  Hindoo  medical 
authorities  as  occupying  a  prominent  place  in  the  estimation  of 
the  medical  faculty  of  that  day  to  this,  as  it  is  still  obtained  largely 
in  the  Hindoo  country.  It  was  well  known  to  the  Indians  when 
this  continent  was  discovered  b}^  Europeans.  Its  use  is  alluded  to 
in  many  of  the  earliest  histories  of  this  country.  In  the  United 
States  Magazine  for  July,  1192,  there  is  an  article  published  which 
says :  “  In  the  northern  part  of  Pennsylvania  there  is  a  creek  called 
Oil  Creek,  which  empties  itself  into  the  Alleghany  Hiver,  issuing 
from  a  spring  on  the  top  of  which  floats  an  oil  similar  to  what  is 
called  Barbadoes  tar,  and  from  which  may  be  collected,  by  one 
man,  several  gallons  in  a  day.  The  American  troops,  in  marching 
that  way,  halted  at  the  spring,  collected  the  oil,  and  bathed  their 
joints  with  it.  This  gave  them  great  relief,  and  freed  them  from 
rheumatic  complaints  with  which  many  of  them  were  afflicted.  The 
troops  drank  freely  of  the  waters ;  they  operated  as  a  gentle 
purge.”  The  History  of  the  Missions  of  the  United  Brethren 
among  the  Indians  of  North  America  says:  “One  of  the  most 
favorite  medicines  used  by  th_e  Indians  is  fossil  oil  (petroleum) 
exuding  from  the  earth  with  water.  It  is  said  that  an  Indian,  in 
the  smallpox,  laid  down  in  a  morass  to  cool  himself,  and  soon  re¬ 
covered.  This  led  to  the  discovery  of  an  oil  spring  in  the  morass, 
and  since  that  time  many  others.  They  use  it  chiefly  in  external 
complaints,  especially  in  the  headache,  toothache,  swellings,  rheu¬ 
matism,  and  dislocations,  rubbing  the  part  affected  with  it.  They 
sometimes  sell  it  to  the  white  people  at  four  guineas  a  quart.”  In 
many  instances  it  has  proved  valuable  as  a  disinfectant.  An  in¬ 
stance  is  recorded  where  an  epidemic,  which  was  raging  in  a  town  of 
Italy,  was  stayed  and  ultimately  checked  by  a  liberal  use  of  it  on  the 
streets  and  in  the  hospitals.  When  incorporated  with  soap,  it  is  said 
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to  act  beneficially  upon  the  person  in  various  cutaneous  affections. 
Petroleum  soap  has  found  its  way  into  market,  and  although  as 
yet  used  only  medicinally,  will  no  doubt  come  into  use  as  an  im¬ 
portant  article  of  luxury  in  toilet  arrangements,  adding  to  present 
comfort,  and  preventing  cutaneous  affections  that  would  be  other¬ 
wise  unavoidable.  The  vapor  of  petroleum  has  been  used  to  much 
advantage  in  weak  lungs  and  in  asthma.  For  the  same  class  of 
cases  it  has  been  used  internally  in  some  cases  with  marked  suc¬ 
cess.  The  effects  of  petroleum  upon  operatives  and  others  brought 
in  constant  contact  with  it  is  certainly  not  deleterious.  There  is 
no  evidence  that  it  acts  in  any  case  in  a  manner  unfavorable  to 
health;  but,  on  the  contrary,  there  is  evidence  that  it  operates 
beneficially  in  promoting  strength  and  increase  of  flesh  of  those 
who  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  handling  it.  There  is  one  curious 
fact  that  has  been  observed  in  relation  to  workmen  engaged  at  the 
well,  and  that  is,  that  their  hair  and  beard  soon  become  luxuriant, 
dark  colored,  and  assumes  every  appearance  of  vigorous  health 
and  growth.  There  could  not  be  a  better  dressing  for  suppurating 
wounds  or  sores.  It  dispels  flies,  expels  vermin,  disinfects  the 
sore,  and  promotes  a  healthy  granulation.  It  is  a  superior  dress¬ 
ing  for  burns,  and  a  good  remedy  in  scabies. 

The  health  of  the  county  during  the  year  has  been  remarkably 
good.  The  Venango  County  Medical  Society  is  in  the  third  year 
of  its  existence,  and  is  now  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  C.  GALBRAITH, 

S.  GUSTAVE  SNOWDEN. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  CHARTER.1 


The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Society  to  “  re¬ 
port  a  form  of  Charter  for  consideration”  have  the  honor  to 

* 

REPORT 

That  they  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  herewith 
submit  a  “  form  of  Charter”  and  By-Laws  for  approval.  They  con¬ 
sulted,  also,  the  Attorney-General  of  the  Commonwealth,  who  informed 
them  that  a  charter  of  incorporation  can  be  obtained  through  the 
Supreme  Court.  The  act  of  the  General  Assembly  and  its  supple¬ 
ments,  investing  the  court  with  authority  to  grant  corporate  rights, 
confer  upon  the  respective  corporations,  erected  by  them,  the  power 
and  authority  “to  make  and  use  a  common  seal,  with  such  device  and 
inscription  as  they  shall  respectively  deem  proper,  and  the  same  to 
break,  alter,  and  renew  at  their  pleasure;  and,  by  the  name,  style,  and 
title  by  them  respectively  provided  and  declared,  shall  be  able  and 
capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  in  any 
court  or  courts,  before  any  judge  or  judges,  etc.,  in  all  manner  of 
suits,  complaints,  pleas,  causes,  and  demands  whatsoever,  and  all  and 
every  matter  or  thing  therein  to  do,  in  as  full-  and  effectual  a  manner 
as  any  other  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  in  this 
commonwealth,  may  or  can  do  ;  and  shall  be  empowered  and  author¬ 
ized  to  make  rules,  by-laws,  and  ordinances,  and  to  do  everything 
needful  for  the  good  government  and  support  of  the  affairs  of  the  said 
corporations  respectively  :  Provided  always,  etc.”  And  the  corpora¬ 
tions  thus  established  “shall  be-able  and  capable  in  law,”  etc.,  “to 
take,  receive,  and  hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  franchises,  and  hereditaments,  and  any  sum  and  sums  of 
money,  etc.”  Hence  these  powers,  privileges,  franchises,  immunities, 
etc.,  are  not  repeated  in  the  charter. 

The  Committee  retained  everything  in  the  Charter,  which,  in  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  was  considered  fundamental,  and  which  they  thought  would 


1  Vide  Minutes,  page  274. 
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not  soon  require  alteration.  On  the  contrary,  those  articles  which  were 
not  considered  fundamental,  and  which  were  supposed  liable  to  change, 
were  thrown  together  under  the  head  of  By-Laws,  under  which  they  in¬ 
clude  also  all  the  important  standing  resolutions  adopted  from  time  to 
time,  and  published  on  pages  221-229  of  the  Transactions  of  1868.  They 
endeavored  to  harmonize  seeming  discrepancies,  but  the  sense  and 
phraseology,  generally,  have  been  rigidly  adhered  to.  The  Committee 
have  also  embodied  such  suggestions  contained  in  various  reports  made 
to  the  Society  at  different  times  as  commended  themselves  to  their 
approval. 

As  incorporators  they  have  selected  all  the  surviving  ex-Presidents 
who  remain  in  connection  with  the  Society  as  permanent  members, 
together  with  the  present  officers,  except  the  Censors,  who  alone  num¬ 
ber  thirty.  In  conclusion,  the  Committee  offer  the  following  resolu¬ 
tions  : — 

I.  Resolved,  That  the  Charter  and  By-Laws  be  approved. 

II.  Resolved ,  That  the  blanks  in  Article  X.,  relating  to  the  officers, 
be  filled  by  inserting  the  names  of  those  officers  who  may  be  elected  at 
the  present  session. 

III.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  be  continued,  with  instructions 
and  authority  to  have  the  Charter  properly  engrossed,  and  presented  to 
the  Attorney-General  and  the  Supreme  Court  for  their  approval. 

IV.  Resolved,  That,  in  case  the  Supreme  Court  will  not  grant  this 
Charter,  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  apply  to  the  next  Legislature 
for  an  act  of  incorporation  embodying  the  same  franchises  as  therein 
contained. 

V.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  be  also  authorized  to  procure,  as 
soon  as  the  Society  is  incorporated,  a  seal  of  a  circular  form  with  the 
title,  “The  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,”  inscribed 
in  plain  Roman  capitals  around  the  circumference,  and  the  words 
“  Founded  1848  and  Incorporated  18 — ,”  in  the  centre. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  MAYBURRY, 

M.  G.  WHITNEY, 

J.  SOLIS  COHEN, 

Committee. 


Erie,  June  9,  1869. 
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Whereas  tbe  following  named  persons,  citizens  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  viz:  Wilmer  Worthington,  M.  D.,  Hiram 
Corson,  M.D.,  J.  M.  Gemraill,  M.  D.,  James  S.  Carpenter,  M.  D., 
John  L.  Atlee,  M.  D.,  D.  Francis  Condie,  M.  D.,  Edward  Wallace, 
M.  D.,  George  F.  Horton,  M.  D.,  John  D.  Ross,  M.  D.,  Wm.  An¬ 
derson,  M.  D.,  James  King,  M.  D.,  Traill  Green,  M.  D.,  John  Curwen, 
M.  D.,  Wm.  M.  Wallace,  M.  D.,  John  G.  Koehler,  M.  D.,  P.  B. 
Breinig,  M.  D.,  Jacob  Price,  M.  D.,  A.  H.  Fish,  M.  D.,  Wm.  B.  At¬ 
kinson,  M.  B.,  James  S.  Stewart,  M.  D.,  AYm.  Mayburry,  M.  I).,  have, 
together  with  other  citizens  of  said  commonwealth,  associated  for  the 
purpose  of  advancing  medical  science,  and  of  organizing  the  medical 
profession  throughout  the  State,  and  have  for  that  purpose  formed  a 
society  under  the  name  and  title  of  “  The  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania ,”  and  are  now  desirous  to  be  incorporated  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania, 
entitled,  “  An  act  to  confer  on  certain  associations  of  the  citizens  of 
this  commonwealth  the  powers  and  immunities  of  corporations  or 
bodies  politic  in  law.”  They  therefore  declare  the  following  to  be  the 
objects,  articles,  and  conditions  of  their  said  association,  agreeably  to 
which  they  desire  to  be  incorporated,  viz  : — 

ARTICLE  I. 

TITLE  OF  THE  CORPORATION. 

The  name  and  title  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  “The  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.” 

ARTICLE  II. 
objects  of  the  society. 

The  objects  of  this  Society  shall  be  the  advancement  of  medical 
knowledge ;  the  elevation  of  professional  character  ;  the  protection  of 


1  Vide  Minutes,  page  274. 
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the  professional  interests  of  its  members;  the  extension  of  the  bounds 
of  medical  science;  and  the  promotion  of  all  measures  adapted  to  the 
relief  of  suffering-,  the  improvement  of  the  health,  and  the  protection 
of  the  lives  of  the  community. 


ARTICLE  III. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

Sect.  1.  The  Society  shall  consist  of  delegates  and  permanent 
members. 

Sect.  2.  The  delegates  shall  receive  their  appointments  from  the 
county  societies  ;  Provided ,  however,  that  the  officers  of  the  Society, 
and  the  Chairmen  of  all  committees  who  have  reports  to  present,  shall 
be  delegates  ex-officio ;  and  to  them  and  to  the  permanent  members 
shall  be  intrusted  the  management  of  the  business  and  affairs  of  the 
Society. 

Sect.  3.  Every  delegate,  before  admission  to  a  seat  in  the  Society, 
shall  produce  a  certificate  of  delegation  signed  by  the  president  or 
secretary  of  his  county  society,  and  shall  sign  the  rules  and  regulations, 
on  the  payment  of  the  assessment  due  from  such  society. 

Sect.  4.  Every  delegate  shall  hold  his  appointment  for  one  year,  or 
until  another  is  appointed  to  succeed  him. 

Sect.  5.  Every  member  of  a  county  society  having  once  served  as 
delegate,  shall  thereafter  be  a  permanent  member  of  this  Society,  so 
long  as  he  conforms  to  its  regulations,  continues  to  reside  in  the  county 
from  which  he  was  originally  delegated,  and  is  in  good  standing  in  his 
county  society,  from  which,  before  he  shall  be  admitted  to  a  seat  at  the 
sessions  of  this  Society,  he  shall  produce  a  certificate  setting  forth  these 
facts. 

Sect.  6.  Permanent  members  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  participate  in 
discussions  and  elections,  and  have  all  the  privileges  of  delegates. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

OF  THE  OFFICERS. 

Sect.  1.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  four  Vice- 
Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  two  Recording  Secretaries  (one 
of  whom  shall  be  styled  Permanent  Secretary),  a  Treasurer,  and  five 
Censors  for  each  of  the  six  censorial  districts. 

Sect.  2.  Each  officer  shall  be  elected  by  vote  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Society,  on  a  general  ticket,  and  shall  serve  for  one  year,  except 
the  Permanent  Secretary,  who  shall  serve  five  years,  or  until  another 
is  elected  to  succeed  him. 

Sect.  3.  None  but  Delegates  and  permanent  members,  who  are  in 
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actual  attendance,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  offices  of  President,  Vice- 
Presidents,  Secretaries,  Treasurer,  or  Delegates  to  the  American  Medi¬ 
cal  Association  or  to  the  medical  societies  of  other  States;  but  perma¬ 
nent  members,  not  present,  may  be  chosen  censors,  and  appointed  upon 
committees  of  the  Society. 


ARTICLE  V. 

OF  THE  COUNTY  SOCIETIES. 

Sect.  1.  The  members  of  the  profession  in  any  county  of  this  State, 
who  desire  so  to  do,  may  form  themselves  into  a  county  society  : 
Provided,  that  public  notice  of  the  proposed  meeting  for  the  purpose 
be  given,  and  that  all  the  regular  members  of  the  profession  in  the 
county  be  invited  to  join  therein.  The  said  society  may  adopt  rules 
for  its  government,  provided  the  same  do  not  contravene  those  of  this 
Society ;  may  elect  officers,  and  do  such  other  matters  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  their  association  :  Provided  also, 
That  in  any  county  where  no  society  exists,  the  members  of  the  pro¬ 
fession  in  such  county  shall  have  the  privilege  of  uniting  with  the  As¬ 
sociation  of  any  adjoining  city  or  county  ;  which  membership  shall 
continue  during  the  time  that  no  organized  society  shall  exist  in  the 
county  in  which  they  reside. 

Sect.  2.  No  one  shall  be  admitted  as  a  member  of  a  county  society, 
unless  he  is  either  a  graduate  in  medicine  of  some  respectable  medical 
school,  or  has  a  license  to  practise  from  some  board  recognized  by  this 
Society,  or  has  been  a  practitioner  for  at  least  fifteen  years  ;  and  who, 
moreover,  is  in  good  moral  and  professional  standing  in  the  place 
where  he  resides,  and  is  a  regular  practitioner. 

Sect.  3.  Any  physician  who  shall  procure  a  patent  for  a  remedy,  or 
instrument  of  surgery,  or  who  sells  or  deals  in  or  uses  or  prescribes 
patent  remedies  or  nostrums,  or  who  shall  enter  into  a  collusive  agree¬ 
ment  with  an  apothecary  to  receive  pecuniary  compensation  or  patron¬ 
age,  for  sending  his  prescriptions  to  said  apothecary,  or  who  prescribes 
a  remedy  without  knowing  its  composition,  or  who  shall  hereafter  give 
a  certificate  in  favor  of  a  patent  remedy  or  instrument,  shall  be  disqua¬ 
lified  from  becoming  or  remaining  a  member  of  a  county  society. 

Sect.  4.  Every  county  society  shall  enforce  the  observance  by  its 
members  of  the  Code  of  Ethics  adopted  by  this  Society  ;  and  they  shall 
be  authorized  to  censure,  suspend,  or  expel  any  member  convicted  of 
violating  its  provisions. 

Sect.  5.  Any  member  of  a  county  society  who  is  censured,  suspended, 
or  expelled,  shall  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  censors  of  the  district; 
Provided,  the  said  appeal  be  filed  within  three  months  after  the  date  of 
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said  act  of  censure,  suspension,  or  expulsion.  The  decision  of  the  cen¬ 
sors  shall  be  final.  Three  censors  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

Sect.  6.  Members  of  this  Society  shall  be  debarred  from  consulting 
or  affording  the  privileges  of  professional  intercourse  with  any  member 
who  has  been  expelled  from  his  county  society  for  professional  mis¬ 
conduct,  or  violation  of  the  Code  of  Ethics. 

Sect.  7.  Each  county  society  shall  have  a  right  to  make  a  fee-bill 
for  regulating  the  charges  of  its  members  for  professional  services. 

Sect.  8.  The  county  societies  shall  hold,  at  least,  two  meetings  in 
each  year. 

Sect.  9.  If  any  county  medical  society  shall  neglect  to  pay  the 
assessment  for  the  Transactions  of  any  preceding  year,  or  to  perform  all 
such  acts  as  may  be  required  to  be  done  by  the  laws  of  this  Society, 
or  shall  commit  any  act  which  may  be  considered  derogatory  to  the 
honor  of  the  medical  profession,  such  county  society  shall,  during  such 
delinquency,  have  its  privileges  suspended  and  its  delegates  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  seats  at  the  sessions  of  this  Society.  Neither  shall  any  per¬ 
manent  member,  connected  with  such  county  society,  during  its 
delinquency,  be  entitled  to  a  seat. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

MEETINGS  of  the  society. 

The  Society  shall  hold  an  annual  meeting. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

OF  THE  FUNDS. 

Funds  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  annual  meetings,  and  cur¬ 
rent  expenses  of  the  society,  shall  be  raised  by  an  assessment  on  the 
county  societies,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  delegates  to  which 
said  societies  may  be  entitled  ;  and  each  permanent  member,  w’ho  is 
in  attendance  as  such,  shall,  before  admission  to  a  seat,  pay  an  assess¬ 
ment  of  three  dollars.  The  annual  income  of  this  Society,  other  than 
from  real  estate,  however,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

OF  DISCIPLINE. 

The  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  the 
regulations  contained  in  Article  V.  of  this  Charter,  shall  be  the  rules 
for  the  government  and  discipline  of  the  members  of  this  Society,  and 
of  the  respective  county  societies  connected  with  it. 
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ARTICLE  IX. 

OF  THE  CENSORIAL  DISTRICTS. 

The  State  shall  be  divided  into  Six  Censorial  Districts. 

ARTICLE  X. 

The  present  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be 
President — W.  M.  Wallace  ; 

Vice-Presidents — W.  R.  Findley,  W.  H.  Pancoast,  0.  P. 
James,  A.  M.  Pollock; 

Corresponding  Secretary — Laurence  Turnbull  ; 

Permanent  Secretary — Wm.  B.  Atkinson  ; 

Recording  Secretary — A.  H.  Fish  ; 

r 

Treasurer — Wm.  Mayburry  ; 

Censors :  First  District — Hiram  Corson,  W.  W.  Rutherford, 
James  S.  Carpenter,  H.  St.  Clair  Ash,  Henry 
Carpenter ; 

“  Second  District — E.  P.  Allen,  W.  H.  Bradley, 
Fred.  Corss,  Samuel  Birdsall,  P.  B.  Breinig  ; 

“  Third  District — J.  D.  Ross,  W.  R.  Hull,  J.  S. 
Crawford,  J.  M.  Gemmill,  W.  W.  Webb  ; 

“  Fourth  District — J.  D.  Ross,  W.  R.  Hull,  J.  S. 
Crawford,  J.  M.  Gemmill,  W.  W.  Webb  : 

“  Fifth  District — W.  J.  Gilmore,  G.  W.  Coulter,  W. 

S.  Duncan,  J.  M.  Cummins,  Wm.  Anderson; 

“  Sixth  District — S.  G.  Snowden,  J.  C.  Cotton,  G. 
C.  Bennett,  B.  E.  Phelps,  James  Ross  ; 

who  shall  continue  in  office  until  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  in 
1810,  and  until  their  successors  shall  be  lawfully  chosen. 
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ARTICLE  I. 

DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

Sect.  1.  The  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings,  preserve  order, 
perform  such  other  duties  as  custom  and  parliamentary  usage  may  re¬ 
quire,  and  shall  open  the  annual  session  with  an  address.  He  shall 
not  be  eligible  two  terms  in  succession. 

Sect.  2.  The  Vice-Presidents,  when  called  upon,  shall  assist  the  Pre¬ 
sident  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  during  his  absence,  or  at  his 
request,  one  of  them,  in  the  order  of  their  seniority,  shall  officiate  in  his 
place. 

Sect.  3.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspond¬ 
ence,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  usually  appertain  to  that  office. 

Sect.  4.  The  Recording  Secretaries  shall  keep  correct  minutes  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Society.  They  shall,  in  all  cases,  notify  the 
chairmen  of  committees  of  their  appointments,  and  request  them  to 
answer  in  writing  whether  or  not  they  accept.  They  shall  also  give 
due  notice  of  the  annual  meetings.  The  Permanent  Secretary  shall 
take  charge  of  the  minute  books  and  other  documents  of  the  Society 
immediately  after  the  close  of  each  session,  and  keep  them  during  the 
intervals ;  he  shall  also  have  charge  of  all  other  papers  belonging  to 
the  Society,  other  than  those  appertaining  to  the  Treasurer  and  Cor¬ 
responding  Secretary. 

Sect.  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  belonging  to  the 
Society,  and  disburse  them  as  directed,  preserving  vouchers  for  the 
same.  He  shall  annually  present  a  statement  of  the  finances  of  the 
Society,  which  shall  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  delegates,  to 
be  audited.  He  shall  give  security  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
duties,  whenever  the  Society  shall  judge  it  requisite. 

Sect.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Censors  of  each  district  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  county  societies ;  and  if  they 
find  nothing  in  the  said  laws  and  regulations  contrary  to  the  letter  or 
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spirit  of  those  of  this  Society,  the  Censors  shall  indorse  on  them 
the  word  “  approved, v  with  their  signatures  and  the  date  of  such  ap¬ 
proval,  and  transmit  one  copy  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  this 
Society,  and  another  to  the  Secretary  of  the  County  Society. 

Sect.  7.  It  shall  also  be  their  duty,  in  case  of  appeal  from  the  de¬ 
cision  of  a  county  society  by  a  member  who  may  conceive  himself 
aggrieved  thereby,  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  to  give 
their  decision  thereon.  They  shall  report  their  decisions  through  the 
Corresponding  Secretary,  annually. 

ARTICLE  II. 

OF  THE  MEETINGS. 

The  time  of  the  meeting  shall  be  the  second  Wednesday  in  the 
mouth  of  June  of  each  year.  The  place  shall  be  determined,  for  each 
succeeding  year,  by  a  vote  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  III. 

OF  THE  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Sect.  1.  A  Standing  Committee  of  five  members  shall  be  appointed 
annually,  a  majority  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  be  taken,  if  possible,  from 
the  county  in  which  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society  is  to  be  held  ; 
which  Committee  shall  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  annual 
meeting,  and  report  their  proceedings  in  writing  to  the  Society.  This. 
Committee  shall  also  act  as  the  Committee  on  Credentials. 

Sect.  2.  The  Committee  of  Publication  shall  consist  of  seven  mem¬ 
bers,  of  which  the  Recording,  the  Permanent,  and  the  Corresponding 
Secretaries,  and  the  Treasurer,  for  the  time  being,  shall  form  part,  the 
remainder  to  be  selected  from  the  body  of  the  Society.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Committee  of  Publication  to  arrange  for  publication,  in 
conjunction  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  all  reports  and  other 
documents  referred  to  them  ;  to  publish,  as  far  as  possible,  all  reports 
in  full,  as  presented;  but  to  exercise  a  discretionary  power  as  to  what 
portion  or  portions  of  the  addenda  accompanying  the  said  reports 
shall  be  published. 

Sect.  3.  The  Committee  of  Publication  shall  issue  the  Transactions 
in  parts,  to  be  paged  continuously  ;  and,  when  as  many  are  issued  as 
will  form  a  volume  of  about  500  pages,  shall  append  an  index  and 
title  to  the  last  part. 

Sect.  4.  The  Committee  of  Nomination  shall  designate  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Publication,  who  shall  be  a  resident  of  the^ 
place  at  which  the  Transactions  are  to  be  published. 


528 


BY-LAWS  OB  THE 


Sect.  5.  A  Standing  Committee  of  three  members  shall  be  appointed 
annually,  who  shall  examine  all  such  papers  as  may  be  referred  to  them 
by  county  societies  during  the  interim  of  the  sessions  of  this  Society, 
recommend  such  as  they  may  deem  worthy  for  publication  in  the  Trans¬ 
actions,  and  select  one  or  more  to  be  read  and  discussed  by  the 
Society ;  provided,  that  the  papers  to  be  read  and  discussed  shall  not 
exceed  in  length  three  pages  of  foolscap. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

OP  THE  CENSORIAL  DISTRICTS. 

Sect.  1.  The  first  Censorial  District  shall  comprise  the  counties  of 
Philadelphia,  Delaware,  Chester,  Montgomery,  Bucks,  Lehigh,  Berks, 
Schuylkill,  Lebanon,  Dauphin,  and  Lancaster. 

Sect.  2.  The  second,  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Carbon,  Mon¬ 
roe,  Pike,  Wayne,  Susquehanna,  Wyoming,  Luzerne,  Columbia,  Mon¬ 
tour,  Northumberland,  and  Bradford. 

Sect.  3.  The  third,  of  Lycoming,  Tioga,  Potter,  Cameron,  Clinton, 
Sullivan,  Centre,  and  Union. 

Sect.  4.  The  fourth,  of  Mifflin,  Snyder,  Juniata,  Huntingdon,  Perry, 
Cumberland,  Adams,  York,  Franklin,  Fulton,  Blair,  and  Bedford. 

Sect.  5.  The  fifth,  of  Beaver,  Alleghany,  Washington,  Greene,  Fay¬ 
ette,  Westmoreland,  Somerset,  Cambria,  Indiana,  Armstrong,  and 
Butler. 

Sect.  6.  The  sixth,  of  Mercer,  Lawrence,  Venango,  Clarion,  Jeffer¬ 
son,  Crawford,  Erie,  Warren,  Forest,  Elk,  McKean,  and  Clearfield; 
and  such  counties  as  have  been,  or  may  be  formed  of  the  above  coun¬ 
ties  in  each  district. 

Sect.  7.  For  the  present,  the  Censors  for  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Districts  shall  be  elected  conjointly,  and  shall  have  full  and  complete 
jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arising  in  either  of  these  districts. 

ARTICLE  V. 

OF  THE  COUNTY  SOCIETIES. 

Sect.  1.  As  soon  as  a  county  society  is  organized,  the  Secretary 
thereof  shall  transmit  to  the  Censors  of  the  district  two  copies  of  its 
rules  and  regulations,  with  the  names  of  the  officers  and  members;  and 
as  soon  as  one  of  the  said  copies  is  returned  with  the  approval  of  the 
said  Censors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  the  society  shall  be  authorized  to 
elect  one  delegate  to  this  Society  for  every  five  of  its  members,  and 
one  additional  delegate  for  every  fractional  part  over  one-half,  and  one 
delegate  where  the  society  does  not  consist  of  five  members 


MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OP  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA.  529 

Sect.  2.  The  county  societies  shall  report  annually  to  this  Society 
a  list  of  their  officers  and  members,  any  new  rules  which  they  may 
adopt,  and  such  other  matters  as  they  may  deem  interesting. 

Sect.  3.  Bach  county  society  shall  have  full  authority  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  it  may  deem  most  efficient  for  mutual  improvement, 
for  exciting  a  spirit  of  emulation,  for  facilitating  the  dissemination  of 
useful  information,  for  promoting  friendly  intercourse  among  its  mem¬ 
bers,  and  for  the  advancement  of  medical  science. 

Sect.  4.  Each  report  from  a  county  society  which  exceeds  three 
pages  of  foolscap  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  brief  abstract,  which  latter 
only  shall  be  read  before  this  Society. 

Sect.  5.  Each  county  society  shall  append  to  its  annual  report  brief 
notices  of  such  of  its  members  as  may  have  died  during  the  year. 

Sect.  6.  The  secretaries  of  the  county  societies,  at  least  two  weeks 
before  each  annual  session  of  this  Society,  shall  forward  certified  lists 
of  their  respective  delegates  to  the  permanent  secretary,  who  shall 
therefrom  prepare  a  list  of  all  the  delegates  to  be  handed  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Credentials. 

Sect.  L  County  societies  shall  encourage  the  preparation  of  brief 
papers  by  their  members,  communicating  the  results  of  their  observa¬ 
tions  and  experiments  in  medicine  and  surgery,  and  particularly  in 
regard  to  new  remedies,  and  the  new  application  of  old  remedies,  or 
notes  of  rare  and  interesting  cases ;  and  refer  such  of  these  papers 
as  they  may  deem  meritorious  to  the  standing  committee  of  this  Society 
for  examination,  discussion,  or  publication,  as  the  latter  may  direct. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

DELEGATES. 

Sect.  1.  The  delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association  and  to 
the  several  State  societies  shall  report  briefly  in  writing,  such  items  of 
general  interest  as  may  have  claimed  the  attention  of  the  bodies  to 
which  they  were  respectively  delegated. 

Sect.  2.  Should  any  representative  from  this  Society  to  a  sister  so¬ 
ciety,  or  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  find  that  he  shall  not  be 
able  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  appointment,  he  shall,  in  due  time, 
notify  the  President  of  this  Society,  who,  in  conjunction  with  the  Cen¬ 
sors  of  the  district  to  which  the  representative  belongs,  shall  appoint 
some  member  to  supply  his  place. 
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ARTICLE  VII. 

OF  THE  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

1.  The  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall 
call  to  order;  or  in  case  of  the  absence  of  all  these  officers,  a  chairman 
shall  be  appointed  pro  tempore. 

2.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  and  Credentials. 

3.  Calling  the  roll. 

4.  President’s  address. 

5.  Reading  the  minutes. 

6.  Any  business  which  requires  early  consideration  may,  by  permis¬ 
sion,  be  introduced. 

7.  Report  of  the  standing  committee. 

8.  Reports  from  the  county  societies. 

9.  The  correspondence  shall  be  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secre¬ 
tary. 

10.  Reports  from  the  Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association 
and  State  societies. 

11.  Written  communications  on  medical  subjects  maybe  read  and 
discussed. 

12.  Oral  communications  may  be  made  and  discussed. 

13.  Resolutions  introducing  new  business. 

14.  The  selection  of  a  place  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

15.  Election  of  officers. 

16.  Unfinished  and  miscellaneous  business. 

17;  Adjournment. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

PROVISIONS  FOR  AMENDMENTS. 

Every  proposal  for  altering  or  amending  these  By-Laws  shall  be  made 
in  writing  ;  and  if  such  alteration  or  amendment  receive  the  unanimous 
vote  of  the  members  present,  it  shall  be  adopted;  but,  if  objections  be 
made,  the  alteration  or  amendment  shall  lie  over  until  the  next  annual 
meeting,  when,  if  it  receive  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  voters  present, 
it  shall  be  adopted. 
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STANDING  RESOLUTIONS. 

The  Society  ordered  fifty  copies  of  the  Transactions,  over  the  num¬ 
ber  requisite  for  distribution  by  the  Society,  to  be  published.  (Tide 
Transactions  for  1863,  p.  114.) 

Resolved ,  That  the  members  of  this  Society  deem  it  unadvisable  to 
send  their  students  to  schools  whose  teachers  do  not  become  members 
of  a  County  Society.  (Tide  Transactions  of  1866,  page  .18.) 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  earnestly  recommends  to  the  county 
societies  the  annual  registration  of  all  the  regular  practitioners  of  the 
State,  and  that  the  names  and  residences  of  such  practitioners,  with 
the  names  of  the  schools  in  which  they  may  have  graduated  and  the 
date  of  their  diplomas,  be  annually  reported  to  the  President  of  the 
Society  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  each  new  year,  in  order  that  the 
same  may  be  reported  by  him  at  each  annual  meeting.  (Vide  Trans¬ 
actions  for  1869,  page  215.) 
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OF  THE  DUTIES  OF  PHYSICIANS  TO  THEIR  PATIENTS  AND  OF  THE 
OBLIGATIONS  OF  PATIENTS  TO  THEIR  PHYSICIANS. 

Art.  I. — Duties  of  physicians  to  their  patients. 

§  1.  A  physician  should  not  only  be  ever  ready  to  obey  the  calls 
of  the  sick,  but  his  mind  ought  also  to  be  imbued  with  the  greatness 
of  his  mission,  and  the  responsibility  he  habitually  incurs  in  its  dis¬ 
charge.  Those  obligations  are  the  more  deep  and  enduring,  because 
there  is  no  tribunal  other  than  his  own  conscience  to  adjudge  penal¬ 
ties  for  carelessness  or  neglect.  Physicians  should,  therefore,  min¬ 
ister  to  the  sick  with  due  impressions  of  the  importance  of  their 
office ;  reflecting  that  the  ease,  the  health,  and  the  lives  of  those 
committed  to  their  charge  depend  on  their  skill,  attention,  and  fide¬ 
lity.  They  should  study,  also,  in  their  deportment,  so  to  unite  ten¬ 
derness  with  firmness,  and  condescension  with  authority ,  as  to  inspire 
the  minds  of  their  patients  with  gratitude,  respect,  and  confidence. 

§  2.  Every  case  committed  to  the  charge  of  a  physician  should 
be  treated  with  attention,  steadiness,  and  humanity.  Reasonable 
indulgence  should  be  granted  to  the  mental  imbecility  and  caprices 
of  the  sick.  Secrecy  and  delicacjq  when  required  by  peculiar  cir¬ 
cumstances,  should  be  strictly  observed;  and  the  familiar  and 
confidential  intercourse  to  which  physicians  are  admitted  in  their 
professional  visits,  should  be  used  with  discretion,  and  with  the 
most  scrupulous  regard  to  fidelity  and  honor.  The  obligation  of 
secrecy  extends  beyond  the  period  of  professional  services  ; — none 
of  the  privacies  of  personal  and  domestic  life,  no  infirmity  of  dispo¬ 
sition  or  flaw  of  character  observed  during  professional  attendance, 
should  ever  be  divulged  by  the  physician  except  when  he  is  impera¬ 
tively  required  to  do  so.  The  force  and  necessity  of  this  obligation 
are  indeed  so  great,  that  professional  men  have,  under  certain  cir¬ 
cumstances,  been  protected  in  their  observance  of  secrecy  by  courts 
of  justice. 
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§  3.  Frequent  visits  to  the  sick  are  in  general  requisite,  since  they 
enable  the  physician  to  arrive  at  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
disease — to  meet  promptly  every  change  which  may  occur,  and  also 
tend  to  preserve  the  confidence  of  the  patient.  But  unnecessary 
visits  are  to  be  avoided,  as  they  give  useless  anxiety  to  the  patient, 
tend  to  diminish  the  authority  of  the  physician,  and  render  him  lia¬ 
ble  to  be  suspected  of  interested  motives. 

§  4.  A  physician  should  not  be'  forward  to  make  gloomy  prognos¬ 
tications,  because  they  savor  of  empiricism,  by  magnifying  the  import¬ 
ance  of  his  services  in  the  treatment  or  cure  of  the  disease.  But  he 
should  not  fail,  on  proper  occasions,  to  give  to  the  friends  of  the 
patient  timely  notice  of  danger  when  it  really  occurs;  and  even  to 
the  patient  himself,  if  absolutely  necessary.  This  office,’  however,  is 
so  peculiarly  alarming  when  executed  by  him,  that  it  ought  to  be  de¬ 
clined  whenever  it  can  be  assigned  to  any  other  person  of  sufficient 
judgment  and  delicacy.  For,  the  physician  should  be  the  minister 
of  hope  and  comfort  to  the  sick;  that,  by  such  cordials  to  the  droop¬ 
ing  spirit,  he  may  smooth  the  bed  of  death,  revive  expiring  life,  and 
counteract  the  depressing  influence  of  those  maladies  which  often 
disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  most  resigned  in  their  last  moments. 
The  life  of  a  sick  person  can  be  shortened  not  only  by  the  acts,  but 
also  by  the  words  or  the  manner  of  a  physician.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
sacred  duty  to  guard  himself  carefully  in  this  respect,  and  to  avoid 
all  things  which  have  a  tendency  to  discourage  the  patient  and  to 
depress  his  spirits. 

§  5.  A  physician  ought  not  to  abandon  a  patient  because  the  case 
is  deemed  incurable  ;  for  his  attendance  may  continue  to  be  highly 
useful  to  the  patient,  and  comforting  to  the  relatives  around  him, 
even  in  the  last  period  of  a  fatal  malady,  by  alleviating  pain  and 
other  symptoms,  and  by  soothing  mental  anguish.  To  decline  at¬ 
tendance,  under  such  circumstances,  would  be  sacrificing  to  fanciful 
delicacy  and  mistaken  liberality,  that  moral  duty,  which  is  independ¬ 
ent  of,  and  far  superior  to,  all  pecuniary  consideration. 

§  6.  Consultations  should  be  promoted  in  difficult  or  protracted 
cases,  as  they  give  rise  to  confidence,  energy,  and  more  enlarged 
views  in  practice. 

§  1.  The  opportunity  which  a  physician  not  unfrequently  enjoys 
of  promoting  and  strengthening  the  good  resolutions  of  his  patient, 
Buffering  under  the  consequences  of  vicious  conduct,  ought  never 
to  be  neglected.  Ilis  counsels,  or  even  remonstrances,  wilf* give 
satisfaction,  not  offence,  if  they  be  proffered  with  politeness,  and 
evince  a  genuine  love  of  virtue,  accompanied  by  sincere  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  person  to  whom  they  are  addressed. 
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Art.  II. — Obligations  of  patients  to  tlieir  physicians. 

§  1.  The  members  of  the  medical  profession,  upon  whom  is  en¬ 
joined  the  performance  of  so  many  important  and  arduous  duties 
towards  the  community,  and  who  are  required  to  make  so  many 
sacrifices  of  comfort,  ease,  and  health,  for  the  welfare  of  those  who 
avail  themselves  of  their  services,  certainly  have  a  right  to  expect 
and  require,  that  their  patients  should  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the 
duties  which  they  owe  to  their  medical  attendants. 

§  2.  The  first  duty  of  a  patient  is  to  select  as  his  medical  adviser 
one  who  has  received  a  regular  professional  education.  In  no  trade 
or  occupation  do  mankind  rely  on  the  skill  of  an  untaught  artist ; 
and  in  medicine,  confessedly  the  most  difficult  and  intricate  of  the 
sciences,  the  world  ought  not  to  suppose  that  knowledge  is  intuitive. 

§  3.  Patients  should  prefer  a  physician  whose  habits  of  life  are 
regular,  and  who  is  not  devoted  to  company,  pleasure,  or  to  any 
pursuit  incompatible  with  his  professional  obligations.  A  patient 
should,  also,  confide  the  care  of  himself  and  family,  as  much  as 
possible,  to  one  physician ;  for  a  medical  man  who  has  become 
acquainted  with  the  peculiarities  of  constitution,  habits,  and  pre¬ 
dispositions  of  those  he  attends,  is  more  likely  to  be  successful  in 
his  treatment  than  one  who  does  not  possess  that  knowledge. 

A  patient  who  has  thus  selected  his  physician  should  always 
apply  for  advice  in  what  may  appear  to  him  trivial  cases,  for  the 
most  fatal  results  often  supervene  on  the  slightest  accidents.  It  is 
of  still  more  importance  that  he  should  apply  for  assistance  in  the 
forming  stage  of  violent  diseases ;  it  is  to  a  neglect  of  this  precept 
that  medicine  owes  much  of  the  uncertainty  and  imperfection  with 
which  it  has  been  reproached. 

§  4.  Patients  should  faithfully  and  unreservedly  communicate  to 
their  physician  the  supposed  cause  of  their  disease.  This  is  the 
more  important,  as  many  diseases  of  a  mental  origin  simulate  those 
depending  on  external  causes,  and  yet  are  only  to  be  cured  by 
ministering  to  the  mind  diseased.  A  patient  should  never  be  afraid 
of  thus  making  his  physician  his  friend  and  adviser ;  he  should 
alwaj's  bear  in  mind  that  a  medical  man  is  under  the  strongest 
obligations  of  secrecy.  Even  the  female  sex  should  never  allow 
feelings  of  shame  or  delicacy  to  prevent  their  disclosing  the  seat, 
symptoms,  and  causes  of  complaints  peculiar  to  them.  However 
commendable  a  modest  reserve  may  be  in  the  common  occurrences 
of  life,  its  strict  observance  in  medicine  is  often  attended  with  the 
most  serious  consequences,  and  a  patient  may  sink  under  a  painful 
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and  loathsome  disease  which  might  have  been  readity  prevented 
had  timely  intimation  been  given  to  the  physician. 

§  5.  A  patient  should  never  weary  his  physician  with  a  tedious 
detail  of  events  or  matters  not  appertaining  to  his  disease.  Even 
as  relates  to  his  actual  symptoms,  he  will  convey  much  more  real 
information  by  giving  clear  answers  to  interrogatories,  than  by 
the  most  minute  account  of  his  own  framing.  Neither  should  he 
obtrude  upon  his  physician  the  details  of  his  business  nor  the 
history  of  his  family  concerns. 

§  6.  The  obedience  of  a  patient  to  the  prescriptions  of  his  phy¬ 
sician  should  be  prompt  and  implicit.  He  should  never  permit  his 
own  crude  opinions  as  to  their  fitness  to  influence  his  attention  to 
them.  A  failure  in  one  particular  may  render  an  otherwise  judicious 
treatment  dangerous,  and  even  fatal.  This  remark  is  equally  appli¬ 
cable  to  diet,  drink,  and  exercise.  As  patients  become  convalescent, 
they  are  very  apt  to  suppose  that  the  rules  prescribed  for  them 
may  be  disregarded,  and  the  consequence,  but  too  often,  is  a  relapse. 
Patients  should  never  allow  themselves  to  be  persuaded  to  take 
any  medicine  whatever,  that  may  be  recommended  to  them  by  the 
self-constituted  doctors  and  doctresses  who  are  so  frequently  met 
with,  and  who  pretend  to  possess  infallible  remedies  for  the  cure  of 
every  disease.  However  simple  some  of  their  prescriptions  may 
appear  to  be,  it  often  happens  that  they  are  productive  of  much 
mischief,  and  in  all  cases  they  are  injurious,  by  contravening  the 
plan  of  treatment  adopted  by  the  physician. 

§  ?.  A  patient  should,  if  possible,  avoid  even  the  friendly  visits 
of  a  physician  who  is  not  attending  him — and  when  he  does  receive 
them,  he  should  never  converse  on  the  subject  of  his  disease,  as  an 
observation  may  be  made,  without  any  intention  of  interference, 
which  may  destroy  his  confidence  in  the  course  he  is  pursuing, 
and  induce  him  to  neglect  the  directions  prescribed  to  him.  A 
patient  should  never  send  for  a  consulting  physician  without  the 
express  consent  of  his  own  medical  attendant.  It  is  of  great  im¬ 
portance  that  physicians  should  act  in  concert  ;  for,  although  their 
modes  of  treatment  may  be  attended  with  equal  success  when  em¬ 
ployed  singly,  yet  conjointly  they  are  very  likely  to  be  productive 
of  disastrous  results. 

§  8.  When  a  patient  wishes  to  dismiss  his  physician,  justice  and 
common  courtesy  require  that  he  should  declare  his  reasons  for  so 
doing. 

§  9.  Patients  should  alwaj^s,  when  practicable,  send  for  their 
physician  in  the  morning,  before  his  usual  hour  of  going  out;  for, 
by  being  early  aware  of  the  visits  he  has  to  pay  during  the  day, 
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the  physician  is  able  to  apportion  his  time  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
prevent  an  interference  of  engagements.  Patients  should  also 
avoid  calling  on  their  medical  adviser  unnecessarily  during  the 
hours  devoted  to  meals  or  sleep.  They  should  always  be  in  readi¬ 
ness  to  receive  the  visits  of  their  physician,  as  the  detention  of  a 
few  minutes  is  often  of  serious  inconvenience  to  him. 

§  10.  A  patient  should,  after  his  recovery,  entertain  a  just  and 
enduring  sense  of  the  value  of  the  services  rendered  him  by  his 
physician ;  for  these  are  of  such  a  character,  that  no  mere  pecuniary 
acknowledgment  can  repay  or  cancel  them. 

OF  THE  DUTIES  OF  PHYSICIANS  TO  EACH  OTHER,  AND  TO  THE 
PROFESSION  AT  LARGE. 

Art.  I. — Duties  for  the  support  of  professional  character. 

§  1.  Every  individual,  on  entering  the  profession,  as  he  becomes 
thereby  entitled  to  all  its  privileges  and  immunities,  incurs  an  obli¬ 
gation  to  exert  his  best  abilities  to  maintain  its  dignity  and  honor, 
to  exalt  its  standing,  and  to  extend  the  bounds  of  its  usefulness. 
He  should,  therefore,  observe  strictly  such  laws  as  are  instituted 
for  the  government  of  its  members ; — should  avoid  all  contume¬ 
lious  and  sarcastic  remarks  relative  to  the  faculty  as  a  body  ;  and 
while,  by  unwearied  diligence,  he  resorts  to  every  honorable  means 
of  enriching  the  science,  he  should  entertain  a  due  respect  for  his 
'  seniors,  who  have,  by  their  labors,  brought  it  to  the  elevated  con¬ 
dition  in  which  he  finds  it. 

§  2.  There  is  no  profession,  from  the  members  of  which  greater 
purity  of  character,  and  a  higher  standard  of  moral  excellence  are 
required,  than  the  medical ;  and  to  attain  such  eminence,  is  a  duty 
every  physician  owes  alike  to  his  profession  and  to  his  patients. 
It  is  due  to  the  latter,  as  without  it  he  cannot  command  their  re¬ 
spect  and  confidence,  and  to  both  because  no  scientific  attainments 
can  compensate  for  the  want  of  correct  moral  principles.  It  is  also 
incumbent  upon  the  faculty  to  be  temperate  in  all  things,  for  the 
practice  of  physic  requires  the  unremitting  exercise  of  a  clear  and 
vigorous  understanding ;  and,  on  emergencies  for  which  no  profes¬ 
sional  man  should  be  unprepared,  a  steady  hand,  an  acute  eye,  and 
an  unclouded  head  may  be  essential  to  the  well-being,  and  even  to 
the  life,  of  a  fellow-creature. 

§  3.  It  is  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  profession  to  resort  to 
public  advertisements,  or  private  cards,  or  handbills,  inviting  the 
attention  of  individuals  affected  with  particular  diseases — publicly 
offering  advice  and  medicine  to  the  poor  gratis,  or  promising  radi- 
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cal  cures ;  or  to  publish  cases  and  operations  in  the  daily  prints,  or 
suffer  such  publications  to  be  made ;  to  invite  laymen  to  be  present 
at  operations,  to  boast  of  cures  and  remedies,  to  adduce  certificates 
of  skill  and  success,  or  to  perform  any  other  similar  acts.  These 
are  the  ordinary  practices  of  empirics,  and  are  highly  reprehensible 
in  a  regular  physician. 

§  4.  Equally  derogatory  to  professional  character  is  it  for  a  phy¬ 
sician  to  hold  a  patent  for  any  surgical  instrument  or  medicine;  or 
to  dispense  a  secret  nostrum ,  whether  it  be  the  composition  or  ex¬ 
clusive  property  of  himself  or  of  others.  For,  if  such  nostrum  be 
of  real  efficacy,  any  concealment  regarding  it  is  inconsistent  with 
beneficence  and  professional  liberality ;  and  if  mystery  alone  give  it 
value  and  importance,  such  craft  implies  either  disgraceful  igno¬ 
rance  or  fraudulent  avarice.  It  is  also  reprehensible  for  physicians 
to  give  certificates  attesting  the  efficacy  of  patent  or  secret  medi¬ 
cines,  or  in  any  way  to  promote  the  use  of  them. 

Art.  II .—Professional  services  of  physicians  to  each  other. 

§  1.  All  practitioners  of  medicine,  their  wives,  and  their  childi'en 
while  under  the  paternal  care,  are  entitled  to  the  gratuitous  ser¬ 
vices  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  faculty  residing  near  them,  whose 
asistance  may  be  desired.  A  physician  afflicted  with  disease  is 
usually  an  incompetent  judge  of  his  own  case;  and  the  natural 
anxiety  and  solicitude  which  he  experiences  at  the  sickness  of  a 
wife,  a  child,  or  any  one  who,  by  the  ties  of  consanguinity,  is  ren¬ 
dered  peculiarly  dear  to  him,  tend  to  obscure  his  judgment,  and 
produce  timidity  and  irresolution  in  his  practice.  Under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances,  medical  men  are  peculiarly  dependent  upon  each  other, 
and  kind  offices  and  professional  aid  should  always  be  cheerfully 
and  gratuitously  afforded.  Yisits  ought  not,  however,  to  be  ob¬ 
truded  officiously  ;  as  such  unasked  civility  may  give  rise  to 
embarrassment,  or  interfere  with  that  choice  on  which  confidence 
depends.  But,  if  a  distant  member  of  the  faculty,  whose  circum¬ 
stances  are  affluent,  request  attendance,  and  an  honorarium  be 
offered,  it  should  not  be  declined  ;  for  no  pecuniary  obligation 
ought  to  be  imposed,  which  the  party  receiving  it  would  wish  not 
to  incur. 

Art.  III. —  Of  the  duties  of  physicians  as  respects  vicarious  offices. 

%  1.  The  affairs  of  life,  the  pursuit  of  health,  and  the  various 
accidents  and  contingencies  to  which  a  medical  man  is  peculiarly 
exposed,  sometimes  require  him  temporarily  to  withdraw  from  his 
duties  to  his  patients,  and  to  request  some  of  his  professional 
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brethren  to  officiate  for  him.  Compliance  with  this  request  is  an 
act  of  courtesy,  which  should  always  be  performed  with  the  utmost 
consideration  for  the  interest  and  character  of  the  family  physician, 
and  when  exercised  for  a  short  period,  all  the  pecuniary  obligations 
for  such  service  should  be  awarded  to  him.  But  if  a  member  of 
the  profession  neglect  his  business  in  quest  of  pleasure  and  amuse¬ 
ment,  he  cannot  be  considered  as  entitled  to  the  advantages  of  the 
frequent  and  long-continued  exercise  of  this  fraternal  courtesy, 
without  awarding  to  the  physician  who  officiates,  the  fees  arising 
from  the  discharge  of  his  professional  duties. 

In  obstetrical  and  important  surgical  cases,  which  give  rise  to 
unusual  fatigue,  anxiety,  and  responsibility,  it  is  just  that  the 
fees  accruing  therefrom  should  be  awarded  to  the  physician  who 
officiates. 

Art.  IY. — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  in  regard  to  consultations. 

§  1.  A  regular  medical  education  furnishes  the  only  presump¬ 
tive  evidence  of  professional  abilities  and  acquirements,  and  ought 
to  be  the  only  acknowledged  right  of  an  individual  to  the  exercise 
and  honors  of  his  profession.  Nevertheless,  as  in  consultations 
the  good  of  the  patient  is  the  sole  object  in  view,  and  this  is  often 
dependent  on  personal  confidence,  no  intelligent  regular  practitioner, 
who  has  a  license  to  practise  from  some  medical  board  of  known 
and  acknowledged  respectability,  recognized  by  the  American  Med¬ 
ical  Association,  and  who  is  in  good  moral  and  professional  standing 
in  the  place  in  which  he  resides,  should  be  fastidiously  excluded 
from  fellowship,  or  his  aid  refused  in  consultation,  when  it  is 
requested  by  the  patient.  But  no  one  can  be  considered  as  a  regular 
practitioner  or  a  fit  associate  in  consultation,  whose  practice  is  based 
on  an  exclusive  dogma,  to  the  rejection  of  the  accumulated  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  profession,  and  of  the  aids  actually  furnished  by 
anatomy,  physiology,  pathology,  and  organic  chemistry. 

§  2.  In  consultations,  no  rivalship  or  jealousy  should  be  in¬ 
dulged  ;  candor,  probity,  and  all  due  respect  should  be  exercised 
towards  the  physician  having  charge  of  the  case. 

§  3.  In  consultations,  the  attending  physician  should  be  the  first 
to  propose  the  necessary  questions  to  the  sick;  after  which  the  con¬ 
sulting  physician  should  have  the  opportunity  to  make  such  further 
inquiries  of  the  patient  as  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  him  of  the 
true  character  of  the  case.  Both  physicians  should  then  retire  to  a 
private  place  for  deliberation;  and  the  one  first  in  attendance  should 
communicate  the  directions  agreed  upon  to  the  patient  or  his  friends, 
as  well  as  any  opinions  which  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  express. 


542 


CODE  OF  MEDICAL  ETHICS. 


But  no  statement  or  discussion  of  it  should  take  place  before  the 
patient  or  his  friends,  except  in  the  presence  of  all  the  faculty  at¬ 
tending,  and  by  their  common  consent;  and  no  opinions  ox  prognos¬ 
tications  should  be  delivered  which  are  not  the  result  of  previous 
deliberation  and  concurrence. 

§  4.  In  consultations,  the  physician  in  attendance  should  deliver 
his  opinion  first;  and  when  there  are  several  consulting,  they  should 
deliver  their  opinions  in  the  order  in  wdiich  they  have  been  called 
in.  No  decision,  however,  should  restrain  the  attending  physician 
from  making  such  variations  in  the  mode  of  treatment  as  anjr  sub¬ 
sequent  unexpected  change  in  the  character  of  the  case  may  demand. 
But  such  variation,  and  the  reasons  for  it  ought  to  be  carefully  de¬ 
tailed  at  the  next  meeting  in  consultation.  The  same  privilege 
belongs  also  to  the  consulting  physician  if  he  is  sent  for  in  an  emer¬ 
gency,  when  the  regular  attendant  is  out  of  the  way,  and  similar 
explanations  must  be  made  by  him  at  the  next  consultation. 

§  5.  The  utmost  punctuality  should  be  observed  in  the  visits  of 
physicians  when  they  are  to  hold  consultation  together,  and  this  is 
generally  practicable,  for  society  has  been  considerate  enough  to 
allow  the  plea  of  a  professional  engagement  to  take  precedence  of 
all  others,  and  to  be  an  ample  reason  for  the  relinquishment  of  any 
present  occupation.  But,  as  professional  engagements  may  some¬ 
times  interfere,  and  delay  one  of  the  parties,  the  physician  who  first 
arrives  should  wait  for  his  associate  a  reasonable  period,  after  which 
the  consultation  should  be  considered  as  postponed  to  a  new  ap¬ 
pointment.  If  it  be  the  attending  physician  who  is  present,  he  will 
of  course  see  the  patient  and  prescribe  ;  but  if  it  be  the  consulting 
one,  he  should  retire,  except  in  case  of  emergency,  or  when  he  has 
been  called  from  a  considerable  distance,  in  which  latter  case  he 
may  examine  the  patient,  and  give  his  opinion  in  writing ,  and  under 
seal ,  to  be  delivered  to  his  associate. 

§  6.  In  consultations,  theoretical  discussions  should  be  avoided, 
as  occasioning  perplexity  and  loss  of  time.  For  there  may  be  much 
diversity  of  opinion  concerning  speculative  points,  with  perfect 
agreement  in  those  modes  of  practice  which  are  founded,  not  on 
hypothesis,  but  on  experience  and  observation. 

§  7.  All  discussions  in  consultation  should  be  held  as  secret  and 
confidential.  Neither  by  words  nor  manner  should  any  of  the 
parties  to  a  consultation  assert  or  insinuate  that  any,part  of  the 
treatment  pursued  did  not  receive  his  assent.  The  responsibility 
must  be  equally  divided  between  the  medical  attendants — they 
must  equally  share  the  credit  of  success  as  well  as  the  blame  of 
failure. 
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§  8.  Should  an  irreconcilable  diversity  of  opinion  occur  when 
several  physicians  are  called  upon  to  consult  together,  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  should  be  considered  as  decisive ;  but  if  the  num¬ 
bers  be  equal  on  each  side,  then  the  decision  should  rest  with  the 
attending  physician.  It  may,  moreover,  sometimes  happen,  that 
two  physicians  cannot  agree  in  their  views  of  the  nature  of  a  case, 
and  the  treatment  to  be  pursued.  This  is  a  circumstance  much  to 
be  deplored,  and  should  always  be  avoided,  if  possible,  by  mutual 
concessions,  as  far  as  they  can  be  justified  bj^  a  conscientious  regard 
for  the  dictates  of  judgment.  But  in  the  event  of  its  occurrence,  a 
third  physician  should,  if  practicable,  be  called  to  act  as  umpire;  and 
if  circumstances  prevent  the  adoption  of  this  course,  it  must  be  left 
to  the  patient  to  select  the  physician  in  whom  he  is  most  willing  to 
confide.  But,  as  every  physician  relies  upon  the  rectitude  of  his 
judgment,  he  should,  when  left  in  the  minority,  politely  and  consist¬ 
ently  retire  from  any  further  deliberation  in  the  consultation,  or 
participation  in  the  management  of  the  case. 

§  9.  As  circumstances  sometimes  occur  to  render  a  special  con¬ 
sultation  desirable,  when  the  continued  attendance  of  two  physicians 
might  be  objectionable  to  the  patient,  the  member  of  the  faculty 
whose  assistance  is  required  in  such  cases,  should  sedulously  guard 
against  all  future  unsolicited  attendance.  As  such  consultations 
require  an  extraordinary  portion  both  of  time  and  attention,  at 
least  a  double  honorarium  may  be  reasonably  expected. 

jj  10.  A  physician  who  is  called  upon  to  consult,  should  observe 
the  most  honorable  and  scrupulous  regard  for  the  character  and 
standing  of  the  practitioner  in  attendance ;  the  practice  of  the  lat¬ 
ter,  if  necessary,  should  be  justified  as  far  as  it  can  be,  consistently 
with  a  conscientious  regard  for  truth,  and  no  hint  or  insinuation 
should  be  thrown  out  which  could  impair  the  confidence  reposed  in 
him,  or  affect  his  reputation.  The  consulting  physician  should 
also  carefull}1-  refrain  from  any  of  those  extraordinary  attentions  or 
assiduities,  which  are  too  often  practised  by  the  dishonest  for  the 
base  purpose  of  gaining  applause,  or  ingratiating  themselves  into 
the  favor  of  families  and  individuals. 

Art.  Y. — Duties  of  physicians  in  cases  of  interference. 

§  1.  Medicine  is  a  liberal  profession,  and  those  admitted  into  its 
ranks  should  found  their  expectations  of  practice  upon  the  extent 
of  their  qualifications,  not  intrigue  or  artifice. 

§  2.  A  physician  in  his  intercourse  with  a  patient  under  the  care 
of  auother  practitioner,  should  observe  the  strictest  caution  and 
reserve.  No  meddling  inquiries  should  be  made — no  disingenuous 
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hints  given  relative  to  the  nature  and  treatment  of  his  disorder;  nor 
any  course  of  conduct  pursued  that  may  directly  or  indirectly  tend 
to  diminish  the  trust  reposed  in  the  physician  employed. 

§  3.  The  same  circumspection  and  reserve  should  be  observed 
when,  from  motives  of  business  -or  friendship,  a  physician  is 
prompted  to  visit  an  individual  who  is  under  the  direction  of 
another  practitioner.  Indeed,  such  visits  should  be  avoided  except 
under  peculiar  circumstances ;  and  when  they  are  made,  no  particu¬ 
lar  inquiries  should  be  instituted  relative  to  the  nature  of  the 
disease,  or  the  remedies  employed,  but  the  topics  of  conversation 
should  be  as  foreign  to  the  case  as  circumstances  will  admit. 

§  4.  A  physician  ought  not  to  take  charge  of  or  prescribe  for  a 
patient  who  has  recently  been  under  the  care  of  another  member  of 
the  faculty  in  the  same  illness,  except  in  cases  of  sudden  emergency, 
or  in  consultation  with  the  physician  previously  in  attendance,  or 
when  the  latter  has  relinquished  the  case,  or  been  regularly  notified 
that  his  services  are  no  longer  desired.  Under  such  circumstances, 
no  unjust  and  illiberal  insinuations  should  be  thrown  out  in  relation 
to  the  conduct  or  practice  previously  pursued,  which  should  be 
justified  as  far  as  candor  and  regard  for  truth  and  probity  will 
permit;  for  it  often  happens  that  patients  become  dissatisfied  when 
they  do  not  experience  immediate  relief,  and  as  many  diseases  are 
naturally  protracted,  the  want  of  success,  in  the  first  stage  of 
treatment,  affords  uo  evidence  of  a  lack  of  professional  knowledge 
and  skill.  , 

§  5.  When  a  physician  is  called  to  an  urgent  case  because,  the 
family  attendant  is  not  at  hand,  he  ought,  unless  his  assistance  in 
consultation  be  desired,  to  resign  the  care  of  the  patient  to  the  latter 
immediately  on  his  arrival. 

§  6.  It  often  happens  in  cases  of  sudden  illness,  or  of  recent 
accidents  and  injuries,  owing  to  the  alarm  and  anxiety  of  friends, 
that  a  number  of  physicians  are  simultaneously  sent  for.  Under 
these  circumstances,  courtesy  should  assign  the  patient  to  the  first 
who  arrives,  who  should  select  from  those  present  any  additional 
assistance  that  he  may  deem  necessary.  In  all  such  cases,  however, 
the  practitioner  who  officiates  should  request  the  family  physician, 
if  there  be  one,  to  be  called,  and,  unless  his  further  attendance  be 
requested,  should  resign  the  case  to  the  latter  on  his  arrival. 

§  1.  When  a  physician  is  called  to  the  patient  of  another  practi¬ 
tioner,  in  consequence  of  the  sickness  or  absence  of  the  latter,  he 
ought,  on  the  return  or  recovery  of  the  regular  attendant  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  patient,  to  surrender  the  case. 

[The  expression,  “patient  of  another  practitioner,”  is  understood 
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to  mean  a  patient  who  may  have  been  under  the  charge  of  another 
practitioner  at  the  time  of  the  attack  of  sickness,  or  departure  from 
home  of  the  latter,  or  who  may  have  called  for  his  attendance  dur¬ 
ing  his  absence  or  sickness,  or  in  any  other  manner  given  it  to  be 
understood  that  he  regarded  the  said  physician  as  his  regular  medi¬ 
cal  attendant.] 

§  8.  A  physician,  when  visiting  a  sick  person  in  the  country, 
may  be  desired  to  see  a  neighboring  patient  who  is  under  the  regu¬ 
lar  direction  of  another  physician,  in  consequence  of  some  sudden 
change  or  aggravation  of  symptoms.  The  conduct  to  be  pursued 
on  such  an  occasion  is  to  give  advice  adapted  to  present  circum¬ 
stances  ;  to  interfere  no  further  than  is  absolutely  necessary  with 
the  general  plan  of  treatment;  to  assume  no  future  direction,  unless 
it  be  expressly  desired ;  and,  in  this  last  case,  to  request  an  imme¬ 
diate  consultation  with  the  practitioner  previously  employed. 

§  9.  A  wealthy  physician  should  not  give  advice  gratis  to  the 
affluent;  because  his  doing  so  is  an  injury  to  his  professional 
brethren.  The  office  of  a  physician  can  never  be  supported  as  an 
exclusively  beneficent  one  ;  and  it  is  defrauding,  in  some  degree, 
the  common  funds  for  its  support,  when  fees  are  dispensed  with 
which  might  justly  be  claimed. 

§  10.  When  a  physician  who  has  been  engaged  to  attend  a  case 
of  midwifery  is  absent,  and  another  is  sent  for,  if  delivery  is  accom¬ 
plished  during  the  attendance  of  the  latter,  he  is  entitled  to  the  fee, 
but  should  resign  the  patient  to  the  practitioner  first  engaged. 

Art.  YI. — Of  differences  between  physicians. 

§  1.  Diversity  of  opinion  and  opposition  of  interest  may,  in  the 
medical  as  in  other  professions,  sometimes  occasion  controversy 
and  even  contention.  Whenever  such  cases  unfortunately  occur, 
and  cannot  be  immediately  terminated,  they  should  be  referred  to 
the  arbitration  of  a  sufficient  number  of  physicians  or  a  court- 
medical,  or,  where  both  parties  are  members  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  their  count}7,  to  the  Censors. 

§  2.  As  peculiar  reserve  must  be  maintained  by  physicians 
towards  the  public,  in  regard  to  professional  matters,  and  as  there 
exist  numerous  points  in  medical  ethics  and  etiquette  through 
which  the  feelings  of  medical  men  may  be  painfully  assailed  in 
their  intercourse  with  each  other,  and  which  cannot  be  understood 
or  appreciated  by  general  society,  neither  the  subject-matter  of  such 
differences  nor  the  adjudication  of  the  arbitrators  should  be  made 
public,  as  publicity  in  a  case  of  this  nature  may  be  personally 
injurious  to  the  individuals  concerned,  and  can  hardly  fail  to  bring 
discredit  on  the  faculty. 
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Art.  YII. — Of  pecuniary  acknowledgments. 

Some  general  rules  should  be  adopted  by  the  faculty,  in  every 
town  or  district,  relative  to  pecuniary  acknowledgments  from  their 
patients ;  and  it  should  be  deemed  a  point  of  honor  to  adhere  to 
these  rules  with  as  much  uniformity  a(S  varying  circumstances  will 
admit. 

OF  THE  DUTIES  OF  THE  PROFESSION  TO  THE  PUBLIC,  AND  OF  THE 
OBLIGATIONS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  TO  THE  PROFESSION. 

Art.  I. — Duties  of  the  profession  to  the  public. 

§  1.  As  good  citizens,  it  is  the  duty  of  physicians  to  be  ever 
vigilant  for  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and  to  bear  their  part 
in  sustaining  its  institutions  and  burdens  ;  they  should  also  be  ever 
ready  to  give  counsel  to  the  public  in  relation  to  matters  especially 
appertaining  to  their  profession,  as  on  subjects  of  medical  police, 
public  hygiene,  and  legal  medicine.  It  is  their  province  to  en¬ 
lighten  the  public  in  regard  to  quarantine  regulations — the  location, 
arrangement,  and  dietaries  of  hospitals,  asylums,  schools,  prisons, 
and  similar  institutions — in  relation  to  the  medical  police  of  towns, 

as  drainage,  ventilation,  etc _ and  in  regard  to  measures  for  the 

prevention  of  epidemic  and  contagious  diseases ;  and  when  pesti¬ 
lence  prevails,  it  is  their  duty  to  face  the  danger,  and  to  continue 
their  labors  for  the  alleviation  of  the  suffering,  even  at  the  jeopardy 
of  their  own  lives. 

§  2.  Medical  men  should  also  be  always  ready,  when  called  on 
by  the  legally  constituted  authorities,  to  enlighten  coroners’  in¬ 
quests  and  courts  of  justice,  on  subjects  strictly  medical — such  as 
involve  questions  relating  to  sanity,  legitimacy,  murder  by  poisons 
or  other  violent  means,  and  in  regard  to  the  various  other  subjects 
embraced  in  the  science  of  Medical  Jurisprudence.  But  in  these 
cases,  and  especially  where  they  are  required  to  make  a  post-mortem 
examination,  it  is  just,  in  consequence  of  the  time,  labor,  and  skill 
required,  and  the  responsibility  and  risk  they  incur,  that  the  public 
should  award  them  a  proper  honorarium. 

§  3.  There  is  no  profession  by  the  members  of  which  eleemo¬ 
synary  services  are  more  liberally  dispensed  than  the  medical,  but 
justice  requires  that  some  limits  should  be  placed  to  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  such  good  offices.  Poverty,  professional  brotherhood,  and 
certain  of  the  public  duties  referred  to  in  the  first  section  of  this 
article,  should  always  be  recognized  as  presenting  valid  claims  for 
gratuitous  services ;  but  neither  institutions  endowed  by  the  public 


CODE  OF  MEDICAL  ETHICS. 


547 


or  by  rich  individuals,  societies  for  mutual  benefit,  for  the  insurance 
of  lives  or  for  analogous  purposes,  nor  any  profession  or  occupation 
can  be  admitted  to  possess  such  privilege.  Nor  can  it  be  justly 
expected  of  physicians  to  furnish  certificates  of  inability  to  serve 
on  juries,  to  perform  militia  duty,  or  to  testify  to  the  state  of  health 
of  persons  wishing  to  insure  their  lives,  obtain  pensions,  or  the  like, 
without  a  pecuniary  acknowledgment.  But  to  individuals  in  indi¬ 
gent  circumstances,  such  professional  services  should  always  be 
cheerfully  and  freely  accorded. 

§  4.  It  is  the  duty  of  physicians,  who  are  frequent  witnesses  of 
the  enormities  committed  by  quackery,  and  the  injury  to  health 
and  even  destruction  of  life  caused  by  the  use  of  quack  medicines, 
to  enlighten  the  public  on  these  subjects,  to  expose  the  injuries 
sustained  by  the  unwary  from  the  devices  and  pretensions  of  artful 
empirics  and  impostors.  Physicians  ought  to  use  all  the  influence 
which  they  may  possess,  as  professors  in  Colleges  of  Pharmacy 
and  by  exercising  their  option  in  regard  to  the  shops  to  which 
their  prescriptions  shall  be  sent,  to  discourage  druggists  and  apothe¬ 
caries  from  vending  quack  or  secret  medicines,  or  from  being  in  any 
way  engaged  in  their  manufacture  and  sale. 

Art.  II. — Obligations  of  the  public  to  physicians. 

The  benefits  accruing  to  the  public,  directly  or  indirectly,  from 
the  active  and  unwearied  beneficence  of  the  profession,  are  so 
numerous  and  important,  that  physicians  are  justly  entitled  to 
the  utmost  consideration  and  respect  from  the  community.  The 
public  ought  likewise  to  entertain  a  just  appreciation  of  medical 
qualifications  ;  to  make  a  proper  discrimination  between  true  science 
and  the  assumptions  of  ignorance  and  empiricism — to  afford  every 
encouragement  and  facility  for  the  acquisition  of  medical  edu¬ 
cation — and  no  longer  to  allow  the  statute-books  to  exhibit  the 
anomaly  of  exacting  knowledge  from  physicians,  under  a  liability 
to  heavy  penalties,  and  of  making  them  obnoxious  to  punishment 
for  resorting  to  the  only  means  of  obtaining  it. 
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PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


1848. 

*Samuel  Humes,  M.  D., 

Lancaster  County. 

1849. 

Prof.  Samuel  Jackson,  M.  D., 

Philadelphia  County. 

1850. 

W ILMER^W ORTHINGTON,  M.  D., 

Chester  County. 

1851. 

Charles  Innis,  M.  D., 

Northampton  County. 

1852. 

Hiram  Corson,  M.  D., 

Montgomery  County. 

1853. 

*  John  P.  Hiester,  M.  D., 

Berks  County. 

1854. 

Jacob  M.  Gemmill,  M.  H., 

Huntingdon  County. 

1855. 

James  S.  Carpenter,  M.  D., 

Schuylkill  County. 

1856. 

R.  La  Roche,  M.  D., 

Philadelphia  County. 

1857. 

John  L.  Atlee,  M.  D., 

Lancaster  County. 

1858. 

*Smith  Cunningham,  M.  D., 

Beaver  County. 

1859. 

D.  Francis  Condie,  M.  D., 

Philadelphia  County. 

1860  and  1861. 

Edward  Wallace,  M.  D., 

Berks  County. 

1862. 

Geo.  F.  Horton,  M.  D., 

Bradford  County. 

1863. 

*Wilson  Jewell,  M.  D., 

Philadelphia  County. 

*  Denotes  deceased, 
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J.  D.  Ross,  M.  D., 

Wm.  Anderson,  M.  D., 
James  King,  M.  D., 
Traill  Breen,  M.D., 

John  Curwen,  M.  D., 
Wm.  M.  Wallace,  M.  D., 


1864. 

Blair  County. 

1865. 

Indiana  County. 

1866. 

Alleghany  County. 

1861. 

Northampton  County 

1868. 

Dauphin  County. 

1869. 

Erie  County. 
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Allen,  E.  P. 

Athens, 

Bradford, 

1863. 

*  Allison,  George  W. 

Beaver, 

Beaver, 

1862. 

Anawalt,  J.  W. 

Greensburg, 

W  estmoreland, 

1861. 

Anderson,  David  M. 

Finleyville,  • 

Washington, 

1869. 

Anderson,  William 

Indiana, 

Indiana, 

1862. 

Arter,  J.  R. 

Oil  City, 

Yenango, 

1869. 

Asdale,  W. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1868. 

Ash,  H.  St.  Clair 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Ashmead,  Wm. 

Germantown, 

Philadelphia, 

1863. 

Atkinson,  William  B. 

Philadelphia, 

u 

1862. 

Atlee,  John  L. 

Lancaster, 

Lancaster, 

1868. 

Atlee,  Washington  L. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

*Bache,  Franklin 

u 

u 

u 

Bagge,  Ernest 

Baumstown, 

Berks, 

1S63. 

Barr,  G.  W. 

Titusville, 

Crawford, 

1831. 

Barr,  Robert 

Indiana, 

Indiana, 

u 

Barrett,  P.  G. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

1869. 

Beaver,  D.  Llewellyn 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1863. 

*Beesley,  Tlieopkil'us  E. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

u 

Bell,  John 

it 

a 

1862. 

Benham,  Silas  N. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1866. 

Bennett,  Geo.  C. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

1868. 

Best,  David 

Meadville, 

Crawford, 

u 

Bickley,  Wm.  M. 

Danville, 

Montour, 

1864. 

Birdsall,  Samuel 

Susquehanna  Depot,  Susquehanna, 

1869. 

BishofF,  H.  W. 

Halifax, 

Dauphin, 

1868. 

Blachly,  S.  L. 

Sparta, 

Washington, 

a 

Bolles,  Lucius  S. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

a 

Bonebreak,  D.  W. 

Martinsburg, 

Blair, 

1866. 

Boker,  Charles  S. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1865. 

Bouton,  B.  A. 

Providence, 

Luzerne, 

1866. 

Bradley,  Wm.  H. 

Bloomsburg, 

Columbia, 

1868. 

Brandes,  C. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

1869. 

Brandt,  E.  B. 

Mechanicsburg, 

Cumberland, 

1861. 
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Breinig,  P.  B. 
Brooke,  John 
Brooke,  J.  B. 
Brown,  G.  AY. 
Brown,  Robert 
Buehler,  II.  B. 

Bunn,  Wm.  II. 
Burns,  Robert 
Calvin,  Ik  M. 
Campbell,  T.  F. 
Carpenter,  Henry 
Carpenter,  Jas.  S. 
Carpenter,  J.  T. 
Carson,  Joseph 
Case,  J.  II. 

Caslow,  H.  R. 
Ckillson,  Stephen  L. 
Christ,  Theodore  S. 
Christy,  R.  W. 
Church,  Wm. 

Cisna,  W.  R. 

Clarke,  Rowan 
Claudy,  J.  C. 
Clemens,  Henry  S. 
*Coad,  Joseph  P^. 
Coates,  B.  II. 

Cobb,  Jno.  W. 
Coffey,  H.  T. 

Cohen,  J.  Solis 
Collins,  Benj.  M. 
Comfort,  J.  J. 
Compton,  Wm. 
Condie,  D.  Francis 
Cook,  Jos.  L. 
Coover,  J.  H. 
Corson,  Hiram 
Corss,  Frederick 
Cotton,  John  C. 
Coulter,  G.  W. 
Cowden,  W.  R. 


POST-OFFICE. 

Hellertown, 

Reesville, 

Reading, 

Port  Carbon, 

Greensburg, 

Harrisburg, 

Philadelphia, 

Frankford, 

Meadville, 

Alexandria, 

Lancaster, 

Pottsville, 

» 

Philadelphia, 

Liverpool, 

Halifax, 

Troy, 

Chester, 

D  uncans  ville, 

Meadville, 

Ickesburg, 

Antistown, 

Newville, 

Friedensville, 

Philadelphia, 

U 

Montrose, 

Pittsburg, 

Philadelphia, 

Penn’s  Park, 

Conshohocken, 

Lancaster, 

Philadelphia, 

New  Alexandria, 

Harrisburg, 

Conshohocken, 

Kingston, 

Meadville, 

Slippery  Rock, 

Portersville, 


COUNTY.  DATE  OF 

mem’ship. 

Northampton, 

1864. 

Chester, 

1862. 

Berks, 

1868. 

Schuylkill, 

1861. 

Westmoreland, 

1S64. 

Dauphin, 

1869. 

Philadelphia, 

1865. 

U 

1863. 

Crawford, 

1868. 

Huntingdon, 

1864. 

Lancaster, 

1865. 

Schuylkill, 

1861. 

U 

1866. 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Perry, 

1866. 

Dauphin, 

1869. 

Bradford, 

1866. 

Delaware, 

1868. 

Blair, 

1862. 

Crawford, 

1861. 

Perry, 

1868. 

Blair, 

1864. 

Cumberland, 

1869. 

Lehigh, 

1866. 

Philadelphia, 

1865. 

1864. 

Susquehanna, 

1866. 

Alleghany, 

1861. 

Philadelphia, 

1866. 

Bucks, 

1868. 

Montgomery, 

1864. 

Lancaster, 

u 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Westmoreland, 

1861. 

Dauphin, 

1868. 

Montgomery, 

1862. 

Luzerne, 

1869. 

Crawford, 

tt 

Butler, 

1868. 

Butler, 

1861 
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Craig,  Ales. 

Columbia, 

Lancaster, 

1869. 

Crawford,  J.  B. 

Wyoming, 

Luzerne, 

1861. 

Crawford,  J.  S. 

Williamsport, 

Lycoming, 

1864. 

Crawford,  Robert 

Cooperstown, 

Tenango, 

1868. 

Cressler,  A.  L. 

Conyngham, 

Luzerne, 

1866. 

Crouch,  D.  0. 

Curwinsville, 

Clearfield, 

1865. 

Cummins,  J.  M. 

Industry, 

Beaver, 

1869. 

Cummins,  S.  P. 

u 

u 

1865. 

Cummisky,  James 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1866. 

Cunningham,  0.  S. 

Beaver, 

Beaver, 

1861. 

Curtis,  Geo.  B. 

Hawley, 

Wayne, 

1866. 

Curtis,  Levi 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Curwen,  Jno. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1866. 

Dale,  "Win.  W. 

Carlisle, 

Cumberland, 

1868. 

*Darrach,  William 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Davis,  S.  T. 

Millersville, 

Lancaster, 

1869. 

*Day,  Ira 

Mechanicsburg, 

Cumberland, 

1868. 

Deunis,  W.  F. 

Wilkesbarre, 

Luzerne, 

1866. 

Detwiler,  B.  H. 

Williamsport, 

Lycoming, 

1865. 

De  Witt,  W.  R. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1869. 

Dickeson,  Wm.  T.  W. 

Media, 

Delaware, 

1868. 

Dickson,  Jno. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1861. 

Dock,  George 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1868 

Diysdale,  Thomas  M. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1864. 

Duncan,  Jos.  L. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

Duncan,  W.  S. 

Brownsville, 

Fayette, 

U 

Dunglison,  Richard  J. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1861. 

Dunlap,  J.  M. 

Manheim, 

Lancaster, 

1866. 

Dyer,  John 

Doylestown, 

Bucks, 

1864. 

Edge,  John  P. 

Downingtown, 

Chester, 

1862. 

Edwards,  C.  C. 

Harford, 

Susquehanna, 

1866. 

Egbert,  T.  W. 

Oil  City, 

Tenango, 

1869. 

Egle,  Wm.  II. 

Harrisburg, 

Lancaster, 

u 

Elder,  J.  Augustus 

Lancaster, 

t; 

1864. 

Emanuel,  Manly 

Linwood, 

Delaware, 

1862. 

Erdman,  W.  B. 

Macungie, 

Lehigh, 

1865. 

Evans,  Isaac  Newton 

Hatborough, 

Montgomery, 

1862. 

Fahnestock,  H.  A. 

Annville, 

Lebanon, 

1863. 

Feicht,  B. 

Beaver, 

Beaver, 

1868. 

Findley,  Wm.  R. 

Altoona, 

Blair, 

1863. 

Fish,  A.  H. 

Phdadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862 
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Forwood,  J.  S. 

Chester, 

Delaware, 

1864. 

Foster,  W.  S. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1868. 

Foulke,  Joseph 

Buckingham, 

Bucks, 

1864. 

Freyman,  A.  A. 

Coopersburg, 

Lehigh, 

u 

Fricke,  Albert 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Galbraith,  D.  C. 

Waterloo, 

Yenango, 

1869. 

Galbraith,  James 

Landisburg, 

Perry, 

1868. 

Gallaher,  T.  J. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1865. 

Gates,  E.  H. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

1869. 

Gebhard,  L.  P. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1863. 

Gemmill,  J.  M. 

Altoona, 

Blair, 

1866. 

*  Gilbert,  David 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Gillett,  B. 

Franklin, 

Yenango, 

1868. 

Gilmore,  W.  J. 

Moorhead, 

Alleghany, 

1866. 

Goodell,  Wm. 

West  Chester, 

Chester, 

1864. 

Green,  Traill 

Easton, 

Northampton, 

1863. 

Greenlee,  D.  It. 

Meadville, 

Crawford, 

1868. 

Grier,  J.  W. 

Adamsville, 

u 

1861. 

Griffin,  J.  K. 

North-East, 

Erie, 

u 

Griffiths,  Amos  W. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1864. 

Gross,  A.  II. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1861. 

Gross,  S.  D. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Grove,  George 

Springfield, 

Cumberland, 

1868. 

Haldeman,  Geo.  W. 

Newville, 

Cumberland, 

1861. 

Halsey,  Calvin  C. 

Montrose, 

Susquehanna, 

1862. 

Hamilton,  George 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

u 

Hamilton,  W.  R. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1861. 

Harrison,  F.  C. 

Bloomsburg, 

Columbia, 

1862. 

Harvey,  Ellwood 

Chester, 

Delaware, 

u 

Hatfield,  1ST. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1869. 

Hatfield,  N.  L. 

u 

u 

1862. 

Hay,  Thomas 

u 

li 

1866. 

Haj^s,  Robert  C. 

Shippensburg, 

Cumberland, 

1869. 

*Hel£fenstein,  Abm. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Hellyer,  Edwin 

u 

a 

1866. 

Helsbj',  Thos.  II. 

Williamsport, 

Lycoming, 

1869. 

Herbst,  Wm. 

Trexlertown, 

Lehigh, 

1866. 

Hinkle,  A.  G.  B. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1865. 

Horton,  Geo.  F. 

Terrytown, 

Bradford, 

1862. 

Hottenstein,  E.  H. 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1865 
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Howell,  Wm.  H. 
Huckel,  Jacob 
Hughes,  J.  W. 

Hull,  W.  R. 
Humphrey,  Wm.T. 
Irish,  Franklin 
Irwin,  Crawford 
James,  Oliver  P. 
*Jewell,  Wilson 
Jillson,  Benj.  C. 
Johnson,  W.  1ST. 
Jordan,  A.  S. 

Keller,  D.  C. 
Kennedy,  Alfred  L. 
Kerlin,  Isaac  N. 
King,  James 
Kline,  Wm.  J.  K. 
Knight,  William  L. 
Knox,  Wm.  F. 
Koehler,  John  G. 
Ladd,  Horace 
*Lamb,  John  F. 
Langfitt,  G.  W. 
Langfitt,  W.  J. 
Laross,  John  A. 

Lee,  Benjamin 
Leidy,  Joseph 
Leinbach,  A.  1ST. 
Lenher,  L.  H. 
Leonard,  R. 

Lewis,  J.  R. 
Linderman,  R.  J. 
Linnenbrink,  J. 
Little,  Joseph  H. 
Livingston,  J.  B. 
Loop,  D.  D. 
Lowman,  John 
Lusk,  Amos 
McCann,  James 
McChesney,  R. 
McConaughy,  D.  W. 
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Williamsport, 

Philadelphia, 

Blairsville, 

Cogan  Station, 

Osceola, 

Pittsburg, 

Hollidaysburg, 

Doylestown, 

Philadelphia, 

Pittsburg, 

Germantown, 

Riegelsville, 

Union, 

Philadelphia, 

Media, 

Pittsburg, 

Irwin, 

Philadelphia, 
McKeesport, 
Schuylkill  Haven, 
Scranton, 
Frankford, 

New  Scottsville, 

u 

Coopersburg, 

Philadelphia, 

tt 

Bethlehem, 

Allen, 

Mauch  Chunk, 
Kingston, 
Quakertown, 
Rochester, 

West  Alexander, 

Butler, 

North-East, 

Johnstown, 

Zelienople, 

Pittsburg, 

Sholocts, 

Latrobe, 


COUNTY. 

DATE  OF 

mem’ship. 

Lycoming, 

1869. 

Philadelphia, 

1863. 

Indiana, 

1869. 

Ljmoming, 

1864. 

Tioga, 

1869. 

Alleghany, 

1866. 

Blair, 

1861. 

Bucks, 

1864. 

Philadelphia, 

1863. 

Alleghany, 

1866. 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Bucks, 

1868. 

Dauphin, 

1869. 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Delaware, 

1869. 

Alleghany, 

1865. 

Westmoreland. 

,  1866. 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Alleghany, 

1861. 

Schuylkill, 

1864. 

Luzerne, 

1868. 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Beaver, 

1868. 

1864. 

Lehigh, 

1866. 

Philadelphia, 

1861. 

u 

1862. 

Northampton, 

1864. 

Cumberland, 

1868. 

Carbon, 

1866. 

Luzerne, 

1865. 

Bucks, 

1861. 

Beaver, 

a 

Washington, 

1869. 

Butler, 

u 

Erie, 

1868. 

Cambria, 

1861. 

Butler, 

n 

Alleghany, 

u 

Indiana, 

1868. 

W  estmoreland, 

1861. 
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McConaughy,  F.  M. 
McOonaughy,  James 
McCoy,  G.  R. 
McCulloch,  T.  C. 
McDonald,  Nesbit 
McKennan,  Thos. 
McKenny,  Jr.,  D. 
McMullen,  Thomas 
McMullin,  James 
McMurray,  A.  S. 
McNeil,  John 
McReynolds,  II.  W. 
McWilliams,  J.  C. 
Mabon,  Thos. 
Marquis,  David  S. 
*Marr,  Charles 
Marshall,  N.  S. 
Martin,  E.  G. 

Mason,  E.  H. 

Matter,  Geo.  P. 
Maurer,  J.  G.  L. 
Maxwell,  J.  Gordon 
May  burry,  William 
Mayer,  E.  It. 
Mensch,  James  G. 
Miller,  0.  L. 

Miller,  J.  A. 

Miller,  John  A. 
Miller,  W.  N. 
Milliken,  D.  B. 

Mills,  Edward, 
Montgomery,  D.  W. 
Moody,  George  W. 
Moody,  II.  Mont 
Moore,  William 
Morris,  S.  It. 

Mowry,  It.  B. 
Murphey,  A. 

Nagle,  Hiester  M. 
Nebinger,  Andrew 
Newberry,  Milton 


POST-OFFICE. 

Blairsville, 

Mount  Pleasant, 

Doylestown, 

Kittanning, 

Pittsburg, 

Washington, 

Beaver, 

Greenville, 

Brush  Talley, 
Philadelphia, 

Salem  Cross  Roads, 
Buckhorn, 

Broad  Mountain, 
Alleghany, 
Rochester, 
Scranton, 

Chester  Springs, 
Allentown, 
Towanda, 
Markleville, 
Wiconisco, 

Philadelphia, 
Wilkesbarre, 
Sellersville, 
Alleghany  City, 
Lancaster, 

Ligonier, 
Alleghany, 
Landisburg, 
Bradford, 
Orangeville, 
Titusville, 
Bradford, 
Womelsdorf, 
Philadelphia, 
Alleghany  City, 
Parkesburg, 
Fleetwood, 
Philadelphia, 
Whitemarsh, 
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Indiana, 

1869. 

Westmoreland, 

1865. 

Bucks, 

1869. 

Armstrong, 

1863. 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

Washington, 

1868. 

Beaver, 

u 

Indiana, 

1865. 

u 

1861. 

Philadelphia, 

1864. 

Westmoreland, 

1861. 

Columbia, 

1862. 

Schuylkill, 

1863. 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

Beaver, 

1863. 

Luzerne, 

1862. 

Chester, 

1863. 

Lehigh, 

1866. 

Bradford, 

1861. 

Perry, 

1868. 

Dauphin, 

1866. 

Montgomery, 

1869. 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Luzerne, 

1866. 

Bucks, 

1861. 

Alleghany, 

u 

Lancaster, 

1868. 

Westmoreland, 

u 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

Perry, 

1864. 

Bradford, 

1869. 

Columbia, 

1866. 

Crawford, 

1869. 

Bradford, 

Berks, 

1862. 

Philadelphia, 

1869. 

Alleghany, 

1865. 

Chester, 

1862. 

Berks, 

(C 

Philadelphia, 

u 

Montgomery, 

1863. 
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Neyman,  A.  M. 

Butler, 

Butler, 

1861. 

Norman,  John  P. 

Rimersburg, 

Clarion, 

u 

Oakes,  T.  Fletcher 

Titusville, 

C  rawford, 

1869. 

*  Oliver,  Joseph  L. 

Coatesville, 

Chester, 

1864. 

Orth,  H.  L. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1868. 

Otto,  L.  M. 

Linden, 

Lycoming, 

1861. 

Pancoast,  Wm.  H. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

u 

Parrish,  Joseph 

Media, 

Delaware, 

1868. 

Perchment,  John,  Jr. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

Phelps,  B.  E. 

Corry, 

Erie, 

a 

Phelps,  W.  C. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

u 

Phillips,  T.  n. 

West  Middleton, 

W ashington,  • 

1861. 

Pollock,  A.  M. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

a 

Pollock,  Samuel 

Williamsport, 

Lycoming, 

1869. 

Price,  Jacob 

West  Chester, 

Chester, 

1864. 

Rahter,  C.  A. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1868. 

Ramsay,  J. 

Bloomsburg, 

Columbia, 

1862. 

Rankin,  D.  X. 

Alleghany  City, 

Alleghany, 

1861. 

Rankin,  Wm. 

Shippensburg, 

Cumberland, 

a 

Raub,  J.  A. 

Richmond, 

Northampton. 

,  1868. 

Ray,  John  T. 

Meadville, 

Crawford, 

1869. 

Ream,  John 

Lancaster, 

Lancaster, 

1863. 

Reicharcl,  P.  S. 

Allentown, 

Lehigh, 

1868. 

Reid,  J.  K. 

Conshohocken, 

Montgomery, 

1861. 

Reiter,  W.  C.  , 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

Reynolds,  Washington 

Kittanuing, 

Armstrong, 

1865. 

Rich,  James  S. 

Richborough, 

Bucks, 

1864. 

Richardson,  Wm.  L. 

Xesquehoning, 

Carbon, 

u 

Robinson,  M.  F. 

Xewville, 

Cumberland, 

1868. 

Rockwell,  R.  C. 

Troy, 

Bradford, 

1864. 

Roebuck,  P.  J. 

Derry  Church, 

Dauphin, 

1866. 

Roller,  W.  C. 

Hollidaysburg, 

Blair, 

1869. 

Ross,  James 

Clarion, 

Clarion, 

1861. 

Ross,  John  D. 

Williamsburg, 

Blair, 

1868. 

Ross,  S.  M. 

Darlington, 

Beaver, 

1864. 

Row,  H. 

Indiana, 

Indiana, 

1868. 

Rutherford,  W.  W. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1861. 

Sargent,  Winthrop 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Sarver,  William, 

Xoblestown, 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

Schlemm,  C.  W.  G. 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1864 

*Schneck,  B.  F. 

Lebanon, 

Lebanon, 

1863. 
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Scholfield,  E. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1864. 

Schrack,  David 

Norristown, 

Montgomery, 

1861. 

Schrack,  John 

Shannonville, 

u 

1862. 

Schultz,  S.  S. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1861. 

Seiler,  Jeremiah 

Grantville, 

u 

1866. 

Seiler,  J.  Pierre 

u 

a 

1868. 

Seiler,  R.  H. 

Harrisburg, 

u 

1869. 

Seip,  Amos 

Easton, 

Northampton, 

1863. 

Semple,  John 

Wilkinsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1866. 

Shaw,  Thos.  W. 

Pittsburg, 

U 

u 

Shearer,  Jas.  Y. 

Sinking  Spring, 

Berks, 

1868. 

Sheller,  Aclam 

Mount  Joy, 

Lancaster, 

u 

Shive,  Peter  C. 

Plainsville, 

Luzerne, 

1861. 

Shoemaker,  Charles 

Jenkintown, 

Montgomery, 

1863. 

Short,  R,  1ST. 

Mechanicsburg, 

Cumberland, 

1861. 

Shuiiock,  Wm.  C. 

Darlington, 

Beaver, 

1869. 

Simington,  R,  S. 

Danville, 

'  Montour, 

1868. 

Singer,  J.  E. 

Newport, 

Perry, 

1866. 

Smaltz,  J.  Henry 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Smith,  G.  W. 

Hollidaysburg, 

Blair, 

1866. 

Smith,  L,  A. 

New  Milford, 

Susquehanna, 

1864. 

Snodgrass,  J.  H. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

Snowden,  S.  G. 

Franklin, 

Venango, 

u 

*  Somers,  Lewis  S. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Spencer,  H.  A. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

1869. 

Stanton,  David 

New  Brighton, 

Beaver, 

1861. 

Stearly,  J,  B. 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1869. 

Stebhins,  Sumner 

Chester, 

Chester, 

1863. 

Stetler,  John  G. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1868. 

Stevenson,  J.  M. 

Adamsburg, 

W  estmoreland 

,  1862. 

Stewart,  Ales. 

Shippensburg, 

Cumberland, 

1861. 

Stewart,  J.  L. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

u 

Stille,  Alfred 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia,' 

1862. 

Stites,  Samuel 

Millerstown, 

Perry, 

1863. 

Strickland,  D.  II. 

Fairview, 

Erie, 

1868. 

Swartz,  Joseph 

D uncannon, 

U 

1862. 

Thayer,  A. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

1869. 

Thomas,  Isaac 

West  Chester, 

Chester, 

1862. 

*  Thomas,  R.  P. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

u 

Townsend,  W.  W. 

Marshalton, 

Chester, 

1864. 

Treichler,  Jacob  F. 

McKeansburg, 

Schuylkill, 

u 
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Trevor,  M.  R. 

Alleghany  City, 

Alleghany, 

1867. 

Troth,  Samuel  1ST. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1863. 

Trout,  H.  S. 

Marietta, 

Lancaster, 

1868. 

Turnbull,  Laurence 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1864. 

*Tutt,  Charles  P. 

a 

1863. 

TTlrich,  Daniel  A. 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1862. 

Yanvoorhis,  J.  S. 

Bellevernon, 

Fayette, 

1869. 

Wallace,  Edward 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1862. 

Wallace,  W.  M. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

1868. 

Webb,  W.  W. 

Wellsboro, 

Tioga, 

1869. 

Wehner,  Jacob  H. 

Germantown, 

Philadelphia, 

1868. 

Weidman,  W.  Murray 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1867. 

Wells,  Win.  L. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1869. 

Wells,  J.  Ralston 

u 

u 

u 

Whitney,  M.  G. 

Kingston, 

Luzerne, 

1868. 

Wiley,  Penrose 

Leesport, 

Berks, 

1863. 

Wilson,  John  R. 

Washington, 

Washington, 

1867. 

Wilson,  Robert  Y. 

Clearfield, 

Clearfield, 

1865. 

Winans,  Isaac 

ISTew  Brighton, 

Beaver, 

1862. 

Witman,  Henry  0. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1866. 

Wittig,  Charles  F. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1863. 

Wood,  E.  A. 

McKeesport, 

Alleghany, 

1867. 

Worthington,  Wilmer 

West  Chester, 

Chester, 

1863. 

Zeigenfuss,  A.  A. 

Buck  Mountain, 

Carbon, 

1866. 

Zeigler,  J.  L. 

Mount  Joy, 

Lancaster, 

1865. 

Zitzer,  John  I. 

Carlisle, 

C  umberland, 

1868. 

\ 
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A 

Abandonment  of  binder  in  parturition, 
149,  177,  453 

Act  for  insane  admissions,  327 

to  establish  additional  insane  hos¬ 
pital,  37 

proposed  to  prevent  adulteration 
in  drugs,  etc.,  337 
Address  of  Dr.  G.  C.  Bennett,  261 
of  Dr.  John  Curwen,  287 
of  Dr.  W.  H.  Egle,  5 
of  Dr.  Traill  Green,  39 
of  Dr.  J.  L.  Stewart,  262 
of  Dr.  W.  M.  Wallace,  284 
Admission  to  insane  hospitals,  report  on, 
318 

Ahl,  Dr.  D.,  cases,  109 
Albree,  Geo.,  meteorological  report,  69 
Albuminuria,  496 
Alcohol,  disease  from,  89 
Alleghany  County  Medical  Society,  re¬ 
port,  65 

members,  70,  383 
Allen,  Dr.  E.  P.,  cases,  91,  405 
report  by,  402 

Ammonium,  bromide  of,  72,  76 
Amputations,  176,  503 
Anderson,  Dr.  W.,  cases,  124 
Anaesthetics,  423 
Anaesthesia,  503 
Anus,  imperforate,  450 
Aphonia,  76 
Application  of  ice,  77 
Articular  rheumatism,  88 
Ascarides,  petroleum  for,  79 
Asthma,  78,  387 

Atropia  for  morphia  poisoning,  80 


B 

Bacteria,  67 

Bandage  in  parturition,  149,  177,  453 
Beaver  County  Medical  Society,  report, 
72 

members,  74,  385 
Beaver,  Dr.  D.  L.,  cholera,  78 
haemoptysis,  78 


Beesley,  Dr.  T.  E.,  necrological  notice, 
164 

Beidelman,  Dr.  A.  C.,  notice  of,  82 
Belladonna  poisoning,  486 
Benham,  Dr.  S.  N,  report  by,  69 
Berks  County  Medical  Society,  members, 
85,  399 

report,  75,  386 
Bertolet,  Dr.  J.  C.,  notice,  83 
Binder  in  parturition,  453 
Blair  County  Medical  Society,  members, 
86,  401 

Bland,  Dr.  D.  W.,  cases,  492,  502 
Bowels,  inflammation  of,  124,  125 
Bower,  Dr.  C.,  necrological  notice  of, 
113 

Bowman,  Dr,  J.  F.,  cases,  111 
Bradford  County  Medical  Society,  mem¬ 
bers,  95,  408 
report,  87,  402 
Breast,  scirrhus  of,  69 
Breinig,  Dr.  P.  B.,  cases,  467 
report  by,  154 
Bright’s  disease,  496 
Bromide  of  ammonium,  72,  76,  444 

of  potassium,  67,  76,  109,  133, 134, 
390,  391,  433,  440,  444,  451,  491. 
495,  502 

Bronchial  affections,  404 
Brown,  Dr.  G.  W.,  report  by,  168 
cases,  491,  502,  505 

Bucks  County  Medical  Society,  mem¬ 
bers,  97,  409 
report,  96,  409 

Butler  County  Medical  Society,  mem¬ 
bers,  410 
By-laws,  226,  526 


C 

Calabar  bean,  503 

Cambria  County  Medical  Society,  mem¬ 
bers,  411 
Cancer,  159 
Cannabis  indica,  503 
Carbolic  acid,  405,  444,  493 
Carbuncle,  78 
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Carpenter,  Dr.  Jas.  S.,  eases,  486 
Carpenter,  Dr.  John  T.,  amputation,  503 
midwifery,  506 
on  mining,  488 
report  by,  173 
Case,  Dr.  J.,  cases,  159 
Castle,  Dr.  T.  B.,  cases,  501,  505 
Catarrhal  affections,  108,  466 
Cerebritis,  498 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  101 
Charter,  report  on,  519 
Chester  County  Medical  Society,  mem¬ 
bers,  411 

Chloride  of  zinc,  68 

Chloroform,  67,  79,  423,  433,  469,  506, 
507 

Cholera,  77 

infantum,  501 
morbus,  101 
Chorea,  502 

Claggett,  Dr.  W.  L.,  cases,  404 
Clarion  County  Medical  Society,  mem¬ 
bers,  412 

Coad,  Dr.  J.  B.,  necrological  notice,  481 
Coblentz,  Dr.,  cases,  387 
Code  of  ethics,  227,  535 
Collins,  Dr.  B.  M.,  report  by,  96 
Columbia  and  Montour  County  Medical 
Society,  members,  103,  413 
report,  98 

Committee  on  charter,  report,  519 
Constitution,  221 
Consumption,  416 
Contagion  of  cholera,  78 
Convulsions,  puerperal,  423 
Corson,  Dr.  FI.,  food  for  infants,  185 
report  on  use  of  stimulants  by  pro¬ 
fession,  354 

Cotton,  Dr.  J.  C.,  report  by,  414 
Cranium,  fracture  at  base,  177 
Crawford  County  Medical  Society,  mem¬ 
bers,  104,  419 
report,  104,  414 
Crawford,  Dr.  J.  S.,  cases,  449 
Croup,  159  v 

Cumberland  County  Medical  Society, 
members,  110,  426 
report,  106,  420 

Cummiskey,  Dr.  J.,  report  of  committee 
on  inspection  of  drugs,  329 
Curvature  of  spine,  instrument  for,  373 
Curwen,  Dr.  John,  address,  287 

report  on  admission  of  insane,  318 


D 

Dale,  Dr.  W.  IV.,  cases,  422 
Day,  Dr.  Ira,  necrological  notice,  424 
Dauphin  County  Medical  Society,  mem¬ 
bers,  115,  428 
report,  111 

Deaths  in  Alleghany  County  for  1867,  66 


Delaware  County  Medical  Society,  mem¬ 
bers,  117,421 
report,  420 
Delirium  tremens,  79 
Detwiler,  Dr.  B.  II.,  cases,  450 
Diabetes,  440 

Diarrhoea,  91,  156,  169,  467 
Digitalis,  471 
Dilator,  the,  71 

Diphtheria,  72,  77,  87,  130,  415,  461,  501 
Dropsy,  387 

Dundor,  Dr.  A.  B.,  rheumatism,  80 
Dysentery,  72,  138,  169,  173,  415,  501 
Dysmenorrhoea,  390 


E 

Eczema  capitis,  501 
Egle,  Dr.  W.  H.,  address  of,  5 
Elder,  Dr.  S.  M.,  necrological  notice  of, 
442 

Emanuel,  Dr.  L.  M.,  necrological  notice 
of,  420 

Emetics  in  scarlatina,  77 
Engorgement  of  liver,  75 
Epilepsy,  390 

Erie  County  Medical  Society,  members, 
122,434 

report  of,  118,  432 
Erigeron  as  a  haemostatic,  78 
Ergot,  88,  90,  433 
Ergotin,  67 

Erysipelas,  80,  135,  173,  179 
Ethics,  code  of,  227,  535 
Evans,  Dr.  H.  Y.,  notice  by,  164 
“  Expectant”  treatment,  108 


F 

Fayette  County  Medical  Society,  mem¬ 
bers,  435 

Femur,  fracture  of,  89 
Fever,  intermittent,  169,  389,  414 
remittent,  75,  414,  420,  472 
puerperal,  505 
typho-bilious,  402 
typho-malarial,  501 
typhoid,  76,  94,  112,  121,  123, 
134,  155,  173,  414,  420,  432, 
467,  471 
Fistula,  492 

Forceps  in  labor,  433,  438,  506,  507 
Form  of  charter,  521 
Form  of  county  reports,  63,  381 
Food  for  infants,  185 
Fractures,  89,  126,  170,  176,  177,  441, 
450 

Fracture  of  patella,  391 
“  French  glove,”  77 
Funis,  ligation  of,  456 
prolapse  of,  505 
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G 

Galbraith,  Dr.  J.  report  by,  159,  471 
Gas  inhalation  for  asthma,  78 
for  pertussis,  77 
Gastritis,  123 
Gelseminum,  175 
Geology,  99 

Green,  Dr.  Traill,  address,  39 
cases,  156,  466 

Gross,  Dr.  S.  D.,  on  trainiug  of  nurses, 
339 

Grove,  Dr.  G.,  cases,  109 
Gunshot  wounds,  502 


H 

Haemoptysis,  78 
Haemorrhoids,  127,  157 
Haldeman,  Dr.  Geo.  W.,  cases,  420 
obituary  of  Dr.  Day,  424 
Harris,  Dr.  A.  J.,  cases,  155 
Hemorrhage  from  bladder,  387 
bowels,  87 

post-partum,  156,  177 
Hernia,  133,  155,  387,  404 
Holmes,  Dr.  D.,  necrological  notice  of, 
406 

Hooke,  Dr.  B.  P.,  notice  by,  161 
Horton,  Dr.  G.  P.,  cases,  89,  404 
Hughes,  Dr.  J.  W.,  cases,  440 
Hull,  Dr.  W.  R.,  cases,  451 
Hunter,  Dr.  C.  H.,  opium  in  carbuncle, 
78 

Hyoscyamus  for  rigid  os  uteri,  79 
Hypersesthesia,  peritoneal,  68 
Hypodermic  medication,  79,  88,  405,  423, 
433 

I 

Ice,  as  a  remedy,  77 

in  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  461 
Imperforate  anus,  450 
Indiana  County  Medical  Society,  mem¬ 
bers,  136,  443 
report,  123,  436 
Infants,  food  for,  185 
Infant,  washing  the,  461 
Inflammation  of  bowels,  124,  125 
Influenza,  404,  440 
In-growing  nail,  78 
Insane  hospital,  memorial  for,  30 
Inspection  of  drugs,  report  on,  329 
Instrument  for  removing  foreign  bodies, 
111 

for  curvature  of  spine,  373 
Intemperance  as  a  disease,  305 
Intermittent  fever,  169,  389,  414 
Intussusception,  498 
Inunction  of  lard  in  scarlatina,  72 
Iodide  of  potassium,  in  asthma,  78 


Iodine  as  an  ectrotic,  173 
Iodoform,  139 


J 

Jackson,  Dr.  J.  E.,  obstetrics,  73 
Jackson,  Dr.  J.  M.,  necrological  notice, 
161 

Jennings,  Dr.  W.  M.,  necrological  notice 
of,  417  * 

Junkin,  Dr.  J.  M.,  report  by,  466 


K 

Kalbach,  Dr.,  quinine  in  remittent,  75 
Kieffer,  Dr.  S.  B.,  report  by,  106 
Krecker,  Dr.,  cases,  487 
Kurtz,  Dr.  S.  S.,  vaccination  in  pertus¬ 
sis,  76 

Kurtz,  Dr.  S.  L.,  cases,  390 


L 

Ladd,  Dr.  C.  K.,  cases,  405 
Lancaster  County  Medical  Society,  mem¬ 
bers,  137,  445 
report,  444 

Langfitt,  Dr.  G.  W.,  diphtheria,  73 
obstetrics,  73 
Lard  in  scarlatina,  72 
Laryngitis,  77 

Lee,  Dr.  B.,  spinal  arthro-chondritis,  198 
new  instrument  for  curvature  of  the 
spine,  373 

Lehigh  County  Medical  Society,  mem¬ 
bers,  140,  446 
report,  138 

Ligation  of  haemorrhoids,  157 
Ligation  of  umbilical  cord,  149,  456 
Lime  inhalation,  159 
Liver,  engorgement,  75 
Loss  of  speech,  76 
Luther,  Dr.  M.,  diphtheria,  77 
laryngitis,  77 

Luzerne  County  Medical  Society,  mem¬ 
bers,  148,  447 
report,  141 

Lycoming  County  Medical  Society,  mem¬ 
bers,  452 
report  448 

Lyon,  Dr.  T.,  ca§es,  450 
Ly thrum  salicaria,  111 


M 

McConaughy,  Dr.  F.  M.,  cases,  131 
report  by,  436 

McConaughy  Dr.  J.,  rupture  of  uterus, 
352 
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McVicker,  Dr.  J.  P.,  treatment  of  per¬ 
tussis,  451 
Malpractice,  170 
Mania  a  potu,  469 
Mason,  Dr.  E.  H.,  cases,  405 
Maternal  impressions,  439 
Maxillary,  fracture  of,  126 
Mayburry,  Dr.  IVm.,  report  of  committee 
on  charter  and  by-laws,  519 
Medical  ethics,  233,  535 
Memorial  f#r  new  insane  hospital,  30 
to  legislature  on  inspection  of  drugs, 
333 

to  legislature  on  admission  of  insane, 

319 

Meteorological  reports,  69, 150,  393,  461 
Mining,  effect  of  on  health,  488 
Minutes  of  19th  session,  5 

address  of  Dr.  Egle,  5 
delegates  present,  7 
committee  on  unfinished  busi¬ 
ness,  11 

committee  on  nominations,  11 
Mayburry’s  resolution  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  censorial  districts,  12 
Atlee  on  vote  on  female  prac¬ 
titioners,  12 
committee  on  same,  12 
telegram  toMielaware  Medical 
Society,  tff 

representatives  from  New  Jer¬ 
sey  Medical  Society,  13 
treasurer’s  report,  13 
publication  of  Transactions  by 
state,  15 

committee  on  charter,  etc.,  16 
Curwen  on  law  relating  to  in¬ 
sanity,  16 

committee  on  same,  16 
female  practitioners,  16 
Anawalt’s  resolution,  17 
vote  on  Atlee’s  resolution,  17 
reports  from  county  societies,  71 
Ullersperger’s  letter,  18 
report  of  standing  committee,  18 
report  of  committee  on  un¬ 
finished  business,  19 
report  of  committee  on  memo¬ 
rial,  19 

report  of  representative  to  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Medical  Society,  19 
report  of  committee  of  publica¬ 
tion,  19 

report  from  delegate  to  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Medical  Association, 20 
Parrish’s  resolution  on  alcohol 
and  opium,  21 
committee  on  same,  21 
Corson’s  resolution  on  stimula¬ 
tion,  21 

cdmmittee  on  same,  22 
Cummiskey  on  adulteration  of 
drugs,  22 
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Corson’s  resolution  of  instruc¬ 
tion  to  delegates  to  American 
Medical  Association,  24 
report  of  committee  on  nomina¬ 
tions,  24 

officers  for  1869,  24 
report  of  auditing  committee,  26 
report  of  committee  on  error  in 
minutes,  27 

Parrish’s  resolution  for  commit¬ 
tee  on  insanity,  27 
“thanks,”  28,  29 
Dr.  Green’s  retiring  address,  29 
of  20th  session,  261 

address  of  Dr.  Bennett,  261 
Dr.  Stewart,  262 
delegates  and  members,  263 
report  of  representatives  to  New 
Jersey  Medical  Society,  268 
report  on  nurses,  269 
medical  education,  269 
committee  on  resolution  on 
medical  education,  271 
report  of  treasurer,  271 
intemperance  as  a  disease,  273 
inspection  of  drugs,  273 
committee  of  nominations,  274 
criminal  abortion,  274,  277,  279 
report  on  charter,  274 
reports  from  county  societies, 

274 

report  of  committee  of  publica¬ 
tion,  275 

resolution  on  registration,  275 
report  of  representatives  to  New 
York  State  Medical  Society, 

275 

communication  from  New  Jersey 
State  Medical  Society,  276 
charges,  276 
reply  to  charges,  277 
handbill  of  a  member,  277 
bill  from  committee  on  drug 
inspection,  277 
vaccination,  277 
committee  on  same,  277 
resolution  on  malpractice,  277 
report  of  delegate  to  American 
Medical  Association,  278 
cases  in  practice,  278 
lecture  on  curvature  of  spine, 
279 

use  of  stimulants  by  the  pro¬ 
fession,  279 

expenses  of  permanent  secre¬ 
tary,  279 


INDEX. 


565 


Minutes  of  20th  Session,  continued — 
organization  of  societies,  280 
resolution  on  nurse  training,  280 
committee  on  same,  280 
report  of  nominating  committee, 
281 

officers  for  1870,  281 
reporter  paid,  284 
“thanks,”  284 
address  of  Dr.  Wallace,  284 
Montgomery  County  Medical  Society, 
members,  153,  465 
report,  149,  453 
Moody,  H.  M.  report  by,  402 

Mountain  willow  as  a  remedy,  111 

/ 

N 

Nagle,  Dr.  P.  F.  engorgement  of  liver, 
75 

Nail,  in-growing,  78 

Necrological  notice  of  Dr.  T.  E.  Beesley, 
164 

Dr.  A.  C.  Beidelman,  82 
Dr.  H.  Bertolet,  83 
Dr.  C.  Bower,  113 
Dr.  J.  R.  Coad,  481 
Dr.  Ira  Day,  424 
Dr.  S.  M.  Elder,  442 
Dr.  L.  M.  Emanuel,  420 
Dr.  D.  Holmes,  406 
Dr.  J.  M.  Jackson,  161 
Dr.  W.  M.  Jennings,  417 
Nervous  affections,  440 

disease,  peculiar,  132,  436 
Neuralgia,  88,  405 
Nevin,  Dr.  W.  W.,  report  by,  420 
Northampton  County  Medical  Society, 
members,  158,  470 
report,  154,  466 
Nurses,  training  of,  339 


O 

Obstetrics,  73,  88,  101,  149,  156,  172, 
176,  403,  437,  441,  467,  472,  505,  506 
Occlusion  of  os  uteri,  467 
Ophthalmia  neonatorum,  502 
Opium  eater,  405 
in  carbuncle,  78 
poisoning,  487 

t 

P. 

Paralysis,  113,  421 
Parotitis,  67 

Patella,  fracture  of,  391,  450 
Peculiar  case,  132,  436,  492 
Peritonitis,  175 
puerperal,  68 

Pertussis,  67,  72,  76,  451,  466 
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Permanent  members,  248,  551 
Perry  County  Medical  Society,  members, 
163,  474 
report,  159,  471 
Petroleum,  511 

for  ascarides,  79 
Phthisis,  121,  416 

Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society, 
members,  165,  482 
report,  164,  475 
Placenta  praevia,  126,  127 
Pneumonia,  87,  125,  138,  155,  402,  467, 
471 

Poisoning  by  belladonna,  486 
opium,  487 
stramonium,  486 
trichina,  450 

Pollock,  Dr.,  chloride  of  zinc  in  scirrhus, 

68 

Pollock,  Dr.  S.  M.  cases,  451 
Pregnancy,  retroversion  in,  92 
Presidents  of  the  Society,  247,  549 
Prolapse  of  funis,  505 
Propylamin,  88,  174 
Puerperal  convulsions,  423 
fever,  505 
peritonitis,  68 

Q 

Quinine  as  a  parturifacient,  403 
R 

Rankin,  Dr.  W.  M.,  cases,  108,  421 
Ream,  Dr.  Jno.,  death  of,  445 
Recto-ischiatic  fistula,  492 
Rectum,  stricture  of,  91,  405 
Reichard,  Dr.  P.  L.,  report  by,  138 
Remittent  fever,  75,  87,  414,  420,  472 
Resolutions,  standing,  227,  531 
Retroversion  of  uterus,  92 
Rheumatism,  80,  88,  110,  174,  402,  415, 
467,  491,  501 
sulphite  of  soda  for,  80 
Rieser,  Dr.  F.,  ascarides,  79 
Rigidity  of  os  utei-i,  79 
Ritter,  Dr.,  cases,  159,  473 
Report  of  Alleghany  County  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  65 

Beaver  County  Medical  Society, 
72 

Berks  County  Medical  Society, 
75,  386 

Bradford  County  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  87,  402 

Bucks  County  Medical  Society, 
96,  409 

Columbia  and  Montour  County 
Medical  Society,  98 
Crawford  County  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  104,  414 
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Report  of  Cumberland  .  County  Medical 
Society,  106,  420  - 

Dauphin  County  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  111. 

Delaware  County  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  430 

Erie  County  Medical  Society, 
118,  432 

Indiana  County  Medical  Society, 
123,  436 

Lancaster  County  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  137,  444 

Lehigh  County  Medical  Society, 
138 

Luzerne  County  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  141 

Lycoming  County  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  448 

Montgomery  County  Medical 
Society,  149,  453 

Northampton  County  Medical 
Society,  154,  466 

Perry  County  Medical  Society, 
159,  471 

Philadelphia  County  Medical 
Society,  164,  475 

Schuylkill  County  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  168,  485 

Yenango  County  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  509 

on  admission  of  patients  into  insane 
asylums,  318 

on  charter  and  by-laws,  519 
on  inspection  of  drugs,  329 
on  intemperance  as  a  disease,  305 
on  use  of  stimulants  by  profession, 
354 

Rockwell,  Dr.  R.  C.,  report  by,  87 
Row,  Dr.  H.,  cases,  127 
Rubeola,  77,  109,  111,  138,  155,  156, 
402,  415,  451,  471 
Rupture  of  the  uterus,  353 
Rusin,  J.  H.,  meteorology,  386 


S 


Sage,  infusion  for  sweating,  79 
Scarlatina,  72,  77,  88,  91,  108,  173,  387, 
402,  415,  437,  440,  449,  450,  451,  461, 
466,  501 

Schultz,  Dr.  S.  S.,  report  by,  111 
Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society,  mem¬ 
bers,  180,  507 
report,  168,  485 
Scirrhus  of  breast,  69 
Seiler,  Dr.  J.  P.,  cases,  111 
Shearer,  Dr.  J.  Y.,  cases,  76,  389 
Sholl,  Dr.  E.  R.,  typhoid,  76 
Sibbet,  Dr.  R.  L.,  cases,  423 
Simington,  Dr.  R.  S.,  report  by,  98 
Snuff  rubbing,  133 


J  Soda,  sulphite  of,  67,  80,  149,  173,  493, 
502 

Spinal  arthro-chondritis,  198,  451 
meningitis,  432 
Speech,  loss  of,  76 
Spotted  fever,  73,  101 
Stiles,  Dr.,  cases,  471 
Stramonium  poisoning,  486 
Stricture  of  rectum,  91,  405 
Strychnia  in  choleraj  78 
Sulphites  in  erysipelas,  80 
Sulphite  of  soda,  67,  80,  149,  178,  493, 
502 

Surgery,  88,  91,  102, 126,  133,  157,  170, 
176,  391,  405,  437,  441,  450,  502 
Susquehanna  County  Medical  Society, 
members,  181,  508 
Svapuia,  444 
Sweating,  profuse,  79 
Swayze,  Dr.  Geo.  B.  H.,  cases,  493 
Sweet  quinine,  444 


T 

Tetanus,  157,  433 
Tracy,  Dr.  E.  G.,  cases,  87 
Training  of  nurses,  339 
Trichina  poisoning,  450 
Turpentine  for  hemorrhage,  87 
Typhoid  fever,  76,  94,  108,  112,  121, 
123,  134,  155,  173,  414,  420,  432,  467, 
471 

Typho-bilious  fever,  402 
malarial  fever,  501 


U 

Ulceration,  chronic,  138 
Ulrich,  Dr.,  pertussis,  76 
Umbilical  cord,  ligation  of,  149 
Use  of  stimulants  by  profession,  354 
Uterine  therapeutics,  467 
Uteri,  rigidity  of  os,  79 
Uterus,  cancer  of,  159 
displacements  of,  405 
inverted,  422 
retroversion,  92 
rupture  of,  353 


V 

Vaccination  in  pertussis,  76 
Vaccination,  112,  173 
Variola,  66,  100,  112,  173,  387 
Venango  County  Medical  Society,  mem¬ 
bers,  182,  513 
report,  509 

Venesection,  81,  87,  90 
Virtue,  Dr.,  cases,  123 
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Wallace,  Dr.  Edw.,  report  by,  78 
cases,  387 

Wallace,  Dr.  W.  M.,  report  by,  118, 
432 

Warner,  Dr.  C.  H.,  rigid  os  uteri,  79 
Washing  the  infant,  461 
Washington  County  Medical  Society, 
members,  183,  514 
Weidman,  Dr.  W.  M.,  report  by,  386 


Westmoreland  County  Medical  Society, 
members,  184,  516 
White,  Dr.  J.  S.,  death  of,  445 
Whooping-cough,  67,  72,  76 
Wounds,  gunshot,  502 


Z 

Zeigler,  Dr.  S.  P.,  cases,  110 
Zinci  chloridum  in  scirrhus,  69 
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